
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Natura Impact Statement 
 

Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience, Mountshannon, 

County Clare 

December 2024 

Clare County Council 



Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience 
Natura Impact Statement  

21760-6035-B i December 2024 

Contents 

Summary of Findings...................................................................................................................................................... 1 
1. Introduction ........................................................................................................................................................... 2 

1.1 Purpose of the Assessment and Legislative Context ................................................................................. 2 
1.2 Statement of Competency .......................................................................................................................... 3 
1.3 Project Overview .......................................................................................................................................... 3 
1.4 The ‘Old Rectory Site’ .................................................................................................................................. 5 

2. Methodology .......................................................................................................................................................... 7 
2.1 Appropriate Assessment Guidance............................................................................................................. 7 
2.2 Consultation ................................................................................................................................................. 7 
2.3 Data Requests .............................................................................................................................................. 7 
2.4 Limitations/Difficulties Encountered .......................................................................................................... 8 
2.5 Desktop Study .............................................................................................................................................. 8 
2.6 Study Area and Zone of Influence (ZOI) of the Proposed Project ............................................................. 8 
2.7 Field Surveys ................................................................................................................................................ 8 

2.7.1 Habitats and Flora ................................................................................................................................... 9 
2.7.2 Non-volant Mammals ............................................................................................................................. 9 
2.7.3 Freshwater Ecology ............................................................................................................................... 12 

2.7.3.1 Lakeshore Habitat Survey ............................................................................................................ 12 
2.7.3.2 Macroinvertebrates – General .................................................................................................... 12 
2.7.3.3 Macroinvertebrates – White-clawed Crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) ............................ 12 

2.8 Ornithological Surveys ............................................................................................................................... 13 
2.8.1 Transect Walkover Surveys ................................................................................................................... 14 
2.8.2 Waterfowl Counts from County Clare Mainland ................................................................................. 14 
2.8.3 Survey Effort Summary ......................................................................................................................... 16 

2.9 Assessment of Potentially Significant Effects ........................................................................................... 16 
3. Description of the Existing Site ........................................................................................................................... 17 

3.1 Site Location and Context ......................................................................................................................... 17 
3.2 Brief Project Description ........................................................................................................................... 17 
3.3 Purpose of the Proposed Development ................................................................................................... 18 
3.4 General Existing Site Description .............................................................................................................. 18 
3.5 Hydrology and Hydrogeology .................................................................................................................... 19 
3.6 Habitats ...................................................................................................................................................... 21 

3.6.1 Inis Cealtra ............................................................................................................................................. 21 
3.6.1.1 Improved Agricultural Grassland (GA1) ...................................................................................... 22 
3.6.1.2 Dry Meadows and Grassy Verges (GS2) ...................................................................................... 22 
3.6.1.3 Wet Grassland (GS4) .................................................................................................................... 22 
3.6.1.4 Scrub (WS1) .................................................................................................................................. 23 
3.6.1.5 Oak-ash-hazel Woodland (WN2) ................................................................................................. 23 
3.6.1.6 Stone Walls and Other Stonework (BL1) .................................................................................... 24 
3.6.1.7 Amenity Grassland (GA2)............................................................................................................. 24 
3.6.1.8 Marsh (GM1) ................................................................................................................................ 24 
3.6.1.9 Buildings and Artificial Surfaces (BL3) ......................................................................................... 25 
3.6.1.10 Calcareous Spring (FP1) ............................................................................................................... 25 

3.6.2 Lough Derg............................................................................................................................................. 26 
3.6.2.1 Reed and Large Sedge Swamps (FS1) ......................................................................................... 26 
3.6.2.2 Limestone-marl Lakes (FL3) ......................................................................................................... 26 

3.6.3 Visitor Centre ......................................................................................................................................... 27 
3.6.4 Mountshannon Harbour and Existing Car Park ................................................................................... 28 
3.6.5 New Mountshannon Car Park at Main Street...................................................................................... 28 

3.7 Rare and Protected Flora .......................................................................................................................... 30 



Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience 
Natura Impact Statement 

21760-6035-B ii December 2024 

3.8 Invasive Alien Plant Species (IAPS) ............................................................................................................ 30 
3.8.1 Visitor Centre Site ................................................................................................................................. 30 
3.8.2 New Mountshannon Car Park Site at Main Street .............................................................................. 30 
3.8.3 Lough Derg............................................................................................................................................. 30 

3.9 Non-volant Mammals ................................................................................................................................ 31 
3.9.1 Otter (Lutra lutra) .................................................................................................................................. 31 

3.10 Freshwater Aquatic Ecology ...................................................................................................................... 32 
3.10.1 Macroinvertebrates - General .............................................................................................................. 32 
3.10.2 Macroinvertebrates - White-clawed Crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) ...................................... 33 
3.10.3 Fish ......................................................................................................................................................... 33 
3.10.4 Biological Water Quality ....................................................................................................................... 34 
3.10.5 Invasive Alien Aquatic Plant and Animal Species................................................................................. 34 

3.11 Ornithology ................................................................................................................................................ 35 
3.11.1 Transect Surveys ................................................................................................................................... 35 
3.11.2 Knockaphort Pier Counts ...................................................................................................................... 35 
3.11.3 Mountshannon Harbour Counts .......................................................................................................... 35 
3.11.4 SCI Species Recorded During Informal Counts .................................................................................... 36 
3.11.5 Summary of SCI Bird Species Recorded During All Ornithological Surveys ........................................ 38 

4. Proposed Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience ............................................................................................................ 39 
4.1 Summary of Project Components and Infrastructure ............................................................................. 39 

4.1.1 Proposed Mainland Components of the Development ...................................................................... 39 
4.1.2 Proposed Works on Inis Cealtra ........................................................................................................... 40 

4.2 Characteristics of the Proposed Development ........................................................................................ 40 
4.2.1 Visitor Centre in Mountshannon Village .............................................................................................. 40 

4.2.1.1 Siting and Design of Visitor Centre ............................................................................................. 40 
4.2.1.2 Building Design, Uses and Facilities ............................................................................................ 40 
4.2.1.3 Access ........................................................................................................................................... 44 

4.2.2 Mountshannon Harbour Car Park and Public Realm .......................................................................... 44 
4.2.3 New Mountshannon Village Car Park at Main Street ......................................................................... 44 
4.2.4 Inis Cealtra (Holy Island) ....................................................................................................................... 46 

4.2.4.1 Jetty and Mooring Point .............................................................................................................. 46 
4.2.4.2 Island Welfare Pods ..................................................................................................................... 46 
4.2.4.3 New Pedestrian Paths .................................................................................................................. 47 

4.3 Construction Phase .................................................................................................................................... 49 
4.3.1 Phasing and Duration of Construction ................................................................................................. 49 
4.3.2 Temporary Construction Compounds .................................................................................................. 51 

4.3.2.1 Inis Cealtra .................................................................................................................................... 51 
4.3.2.2 Mainland ....................................................................................................................................... 51 

4.3.3 Site Preparation and Pre-Construction Activities ................................................................................ 52 
4.3.3.1 Mainland Sites .............................................................................................................................. 52 
4.3.3.2 Inis Cealtra .................................................................................................................................... 53 

4.3.4 Construction Traffic............................................................................................................................... 54 
4.3.5 Visitor Centre Construction, Public Realm Upgrade and Car Park Reconfiguration .......................... 54 

4.3.5.1 General Methodology .................................................................................................................. 54 
4.3.5.2 Site Access and Construction Traffic ........................................................................................... 56 

4.3.6 Construction of New Mountshannon Village Car Park at Main Street ............................................... 57 
4.3.6.1 General Methodology .................................................................................................................. 57 
4.3.6.2 Site Access and Construction Traffic ........................................................................................... 58 

4.3.7 Works on Inis Cealtra ............................................................................................................................ 58 
4.3.7.1 Demolition of Existing Shelter ..................................................................................................... 58 
4.3.7.2 Access to Island During Construction Phase............................................................................... 59 
4.3.7.3 Island Welfare Pods ..................................................................................................................... 60 
4.3.7.4 Floating Access Jetty, Canoe Launch and Access Walkway ....................................................... 62 
4.3.7.5 New Pedestrian Paths on Inis Cealtra ......................................................................................... 65 

4.3.8 Construction Working Hours ................................................................................................................ 65 
4.3.9 Construction Personnel ........................................................................................................................ 65 



Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience 
Natura Impact Statement 

21760-6035-B iii December 2024 

4.4 Operational Phase ..................................................................................................................................... 66 
4.4.1 Visitor Centre ......................................................................................................................................... 66 

4.4.1.1 Building Uses and Facilities .......................................................................................................... 66 
4.4.1.2 Landscape ..................................................................................................................................... 66 
4.4.1.3 Access ........................................................................................................................................... 66 
4.4.1.4 Drainage ....................................................................................................................................... 67 
4.4.1.5 Water Supply ................................................................................................................................ 67 
4.4.1.6 Services ......................................................................................................................................... 67 

4.4.2 New Mountshannon Village Car Park at Main Street ......................................................................... 68 
4.4.2.1 Access, Parking and Circulation ................................................................................................... 68 
4.4.2.2 Drainage ....................................................................................................................................... 68 
4.4.2.3 Water ............................................................................................................................................ 69 

4.4.3 Mountshannon Harbour Car Park ........................................................................................................ 69 
4.4.3.1 Water Supply ................................................................................................................................ 69 
4.4.3.2 Wastewater .................................................................................................................................. 69 

4.4.4 Inis Cealtra ............................................................................................................................................. 69 
4.4.4.1 Storm Water ................................................................................................................................. 69 
4.4.4.2 Wastewater .................................................................................................................................. 69 
4.4.4.3 Water Supply ................................................................................................................................ 69 

4.4.5 Operating Hours .................................................................................................................................... 70 
4.4.5.1 Visitor Centre ............................................................................................................................... 70 
4.4.5.2 New Mountshannon Village Car Park ......................................................................................... 70 
4.4.5.3 Inis Cealtra Walking Trails and Tours .......................................................................................... 70 

4.4.6 Visitor Numbers and Boat Trips ............................................................................................................ 70 
4.4.7 Management Structures ....................................................................................................................... 70 

4.5 Decommissioning Phase ............................................................................................................................ 71 
5. Identification of Other Plans, Projects and Activities ........................................................................................ 71 

5.1 Introduction ............................................................................................................................................... 71 
5.2 Plans ........................................................................................................................................................... 72 
5.3 Other Permitted and Proposed Developments in the Locality ............................................................... 73 
5.4 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Facilities ................................................................................... 75 
5.5 Existing Land-use and On-going Activities ................................................................................................ 76 

5.5.1 Agriculture, Hydromorphology and Drainage ..................................................................................... 77 
5.6 Potential for Significant In-combination Effects ...................................................................................... 78 

6. Identification of Potential Effects ....................................................................................................................... 78 
7. Stage 2: Natura Impact Statement ..................................................................................................................... 81 

7.1 Stage 1 of the Appropriate Assessment Process ..................................................................................... 81 
7.2 Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA [004058]........................................................................................................ 82 

7.2.1 Description of the European Site ......................................................................................................... 82 
7.2.2 Identification of Potentially Significant Impacts to Qualifying Features ............................................ 84 

7.3 Lower River Shannon SAC [002165] ......................................................................................................... 86 
7.3.1 Description of European Site ................................................................................................................ 86 
7.3.2 Identification of Potentially Significant Impacts to Qualifying Features ............................................ 88 

7.4 Assessment of Potentially Significant Effects ........................................................................................... 95 
7.4.1 Water Quality ........................................................................................................................................ 95 

7.4.1.1 Construction Phase ...................................................................................................................... 96 
7.4.1.2 Operational Stage ........................................................................................................................ 98 

7.4.2 Habitat Loss/Alteration ....................................................................................................................... 100 
7.4.2.1 Mainland ..................................................................................................................................... 100 
7.4.2.2 Inis Cealtra .................................................................................................................................. 101 

7.4.3 Disturbance/Displacement of Species ............................................................................................... 103 
7.4.3.1 Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA ........................................................................................................ 103 
7.4.3.2 Lower River Shannon SAC .......................................................................................................... 104 

7.4.4 Invasive species ................................................................................................................................... 105 
7.4.5 Habitat or Species Fragmentation ...................................................................................................... 106 

7.4.5.1 Mainland ..................................................................................................................................... 106 



Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience 
Natura Impact Statement 

21760-6035-B iv December 2024 

7.4.5.2 Inis Cealtra .................................................................................................................................. 106 
7.5 Assessment of Effects on the Conservation Objectives of Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA [004058] ....... 107 

7.5.1 Cormorant [A017] ............................................................................................................................... 108 
7.5.2 Tufted Duck [A061] ............................................................................................................................. 110 
7.5.3 Goldeneye [A067] ............................................................................................................................... 113 
7.5.4 Common Tern [A193] .......................................................................................................................... 115 
7.5.5 Wetlands [A999] .................................................................................................................................. 118 

7.6 Assessment of Effects on the Conservation Objectives of Lower River Shannon SAC [002165] ........ 119 
7.6.1 Watercourses of plain to montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion 
vegetation [3260] .............................................................................................................................................. 120 
7.6.2 Sea Lamprey [1095] ............................................................................................................................ 122 
7.6.3 River Lamprey [1099] and Brook Lamprey [1096]............................................................................. 123 
7.6.4 Atlantic Salmon [1106] ........................................................................................................................ 124 
7.6.5 Otter [1355] ......................................................................................................................................... 125 

7.7 Assessment of Potentially Significant Cumulative Effects ..................................................................... 126 
7.7.1 Ongoing Activities................................................................................................................................ 126 

7.7.1.1 Introduction................................................................................................................................ 126 
7.7.1.2 Agriculture .................................................................................................................................. 128 
7.7.1.3 Hydromorphology and Drainage ............................................................................................... 128 
7.7.1.4 Mines, Quarries and Industry .................................................................................................... 128 
7.7.1.5 Domestic Wastewater and Diffuse Urban Run-off ................................................................... 129 
7.7.1.6 Wastewater Treatment ............................................................................................................. 130 
7.7.1.7 Forestry ....................................................................................................................................... 130 

8. Mitigation ........................................................................................................................................................... 131 
8.1 Introduction ............................................................................................................................................. 131 
8.2 Mitigation by Design ................................................................................................................................ 131 

8.2.1 Inis Cealtra ........................................................................................................................................... 131 
8.2.1.1 Construction Design of Pods ..................................................................................................... 132 

8.2.2 Mainland .............................................................................................................................................. 132 
8.2.2.1 Operational Design of Surface Water Drainage System .......................................................... 132 

8.3 Construction Phase Mitigation by Management ................................................................................... 133 
8.3.1 Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) .................................................................. 133 
8.3.2 Project Ecologist/Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) ......................................................................... 134 
8.3.3 Environmental Officer ......................................................................................................................... 134 

8.3.3.1 Construction Works Within Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA .......................................................... 134 
8.3.4 Timing of Works .................................................................................................................................. 135 
8.3.5 Protection of Water Quality ............................................................................................................... 135 

8.3.5.1 Temporary Site Compounds and Parking ................................................................................. 135 
8.3.5.2 Management of Fuel/Oil ........................................................................................................... 136 
8.3.5.3 Management of Concrete ......................................................................................................... 137 
8.3.5.4 Excavations ................................................................................................................................. 137 
8.3.5.5 Storage ........................................................................................................................................ 138 
8.3.5.6 In-Stream Piling and Excavation Works for New Inis Cealtra Mooring Point ......................... 138 

8.3.6 Management of Construction Waste ................................................................................................. 139 
8.3.7 Construction Noise and Disturbance ................................................................................................. 139 
8.3.8 Biosecurity ........................................................................................................................................... 139 

8.3.8.1 Zebra Mussel (Dreissena polymorpha) ..................................................................................... 140 
8.3.8.2 Management of Invasive Alien Plant Species (IAPS) ................................................................ 141 

8.3.9 Otter – Protection of Species ............................................................................................................. 141 
8.3.10 Tree Felling and Vegetation Removal ................................................................................................ 142 
8.3.11 Weather Reports ................................................................................................................................. 143 
8.3.12 Risk of Accidents .................................................................................................................................. 143 

8.4 Operational Phase ................................................................................................................................... 143 
8.4.1 Public Lighting – Visitor Centre .......................................................................................................... 143 
8.4.2 Public Lighting – New Mountshannon Public Car Park ..................................................................... 143 
8.4.3 Inis Cealtra Pathway Network ............................................................................................................ 144 



Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience 
Natura Impact Statement 

21760-6035-B v December 2024 

9. Residual Impacts ................................................................................................................................................ 145 
10. Conclusion .......................................................................................................................................................... 145 
11. References ......................................................................................................................................................... 146 

 

Tables 

Table 1. Previous successful planning application involving works at the Old Rectory site. ..................................... 5 
Table 2. Irish Transverse Mercator (ITM) grid coordinates for each of the wildlife trail cameras deployed on Inis 
Cealtra in January 2022 (and as illustrated in Figure 3, below). ................................................................................ 10 
Table 3. Irish Transverse Mercator (ITM) grid coordinates for each of the four Aquatic Survey Sites illustrated in 
Figure 3, above. ............................................................................................................................................................ 13 
Table 4. Summary of what month each bird survey* was carried out within the survey period of March 2021 to 
March 2024, inclusive. ................................................................................................................................................. 16 
Table 5. Summary of most recent records held by NBDC and NPWS for otter occurring within five kilometres of 
the proposed development (Maps - Biodiversity Maps Accessed: 31st October 2024). .......................................... 32 
Table 6. Peak counts of SCI species for which Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA is designated recorded from Knockaphort 
Pier on the County Clare mainland from October 2022 to March 2024, inclusive. ................................................. 35 
Table 7. Peak counts of SCI species for which Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA is designated recorded from 
Mountshannon Harbour on the County Clare mainland from October 2022 to March 2024, inclusive. ............... 36 
Table 8. Peak counts of SCI species for which Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA is designated recorded during informal 
shore counts at Lough Derg during the winter of 2021/22. ...................................................................................... 36 
Table 9. Peak counts of designated SCI species of Lough Derg Shannon (SPA) that were recorded during Inis Cealtra 
transect surveys from March 2021 to March 2024, inclusive. .................................................................................. 37 
Table 10. Summary details of the three proposed pods to be installed on Inis Cealtra. ......................................... 47 
Table 11. Phases of the proposed development with anticipated duration of works and completion period. ..... 49 
Table 12. Anticipated number of construction personnel required during peak construction periods for each 
element of the proposed development. ..................................................................................................................... 65 
Table 13. List of granted and/or on-going planning applications within the vicinity of the proposed development 
site................................................................................................................................................................................. 73 
Table 14. Licensed waste facilities and active licensed Industrial Pollution Control (IPC) sites within 20 km of the 
proposed development site. ....................................................................................................................................... 75 
Table 15. Summary of urban wastewater treatment plants located in the Lower Shannon (25C) Catchment. .... 75 
Table 16. Summary details of the five nearest smaller sewage plants (< 500 p.e.) within the Lower Shannon (25C) 
Catchment. ................................................................................................................................................................... 76 
Table 17. Description of elements of the project likely to give rise to potential ecological impacts. ..................... 78 
Table 18. Description of potential direct, indirect or secondary ecological impacts of construction and/or 
operational phases (either alone or in combination with other plans or projects). ................................................ 79 
Table 19. European sites included for Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment and their connection to the proposed 
development. ............................................................................................................................................................... 81 
Table 20. Selection of qualifying features of the Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA (004058) for impact assessment.... 84 
Table 21. Selection of qualifying features of the Lower River Shannon SAC (002165) for impact assessment. .... 88 
Table 22. Qualifying Interest (QI) species for Lower River Shannon SAC selected for impact assessment. ......... 104 
Table 23. Assessment of effects on conservation objectives of ‘Cormorant [A017]’ (NPWS, 2024). ................... 108 
Table 24. Assessment of effects on conservation objectives of ‘Tufted Duck [A061]’ (NPWS, 2024). ................. 110 
Table 25. Assessment of effects on conservation objectives of ‘Goldeneye [A067]’ (NPWS, 2024). ................... 113 
Table 26. Assessment of effects on conservation objectives of ‘Common Tern [A193]’ (NPWS, 2024). .............. 115 
Table 27. Assessment of effects on conservation objectives of ‘Wetlands [A999]’ (NPWS, 2024). ...................... 118 
Table 28. Assessment of effects on conservation objectives of ‘Watercourses of plain to montane levels with the 
Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation [3260]’ (NPWS, 2012b). ......................................... 120 
Table 29. Assessment of effects on conservation objectives of ‘Sea lamprey [1095]’ (NPWS, 2012b) ................ 122 
Table 30. Assessment of effects on conservation objectives of ‘River lamprey [1099]’ and ‘Brook lamprey [1096]’ 
(NPWS, 2012b) ........................................................................................................................................................... 123 
Table 31. Assessment of effects on conservation objectives of ‘Atlantic Salmon [1106]’ (NPWS, 2012b). ......... 124 
Table 32. Assessment of effects on conservation objectives of ‘Otter [1355]’ (NPWS, 2012b) ............................ 125 



Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience 
Natura Impact Statement 

21760-6035-B vi December 2024 

Table 33. Most important impacts and activities with high effect on the Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA as defined in 
the associated Natura 2000 Data Form. ................................................................................................................... 127 
Table 34. Most important impacts and activities with high effect on the Lower River Shannon SAC as defined in 
the associated Natura 2000 Data Form. ................................................................................................................... 127 
Table 35. Details of wastewater treatment plants identified as significant pressure in ‘At Risk’ waterbodies within 
the Lower Shannon (25C) Catchment (EPA, 2024). ................................................................................................. 130 

 

Figures 

Figure 1: Location of the different elements of the proposed Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience [Adapted from 
McCullough Mulvin Architects drawings]. .................................................................................................................... 4 
Figure 2: The proposed development boundary in relation to the Old Rectory building and Old Rectory site 
boundary of previous planning application (CCC Planning Reference: 238001). ....................................................... 6 
Figure 3: Locations on Inis Cealtra of deployed wildlife cameras, and the four sites where aquatic surveys were 
completed..................................................................................................................................................................... 11 
Figure 4: Locations of the four waterbird count sites on the County Clare mainland with map of walkover transect 
route on Inis Cealtra. ................................................................................................................................................... 15 
Figure 5. Approximate location of the proposed development site at Mountshannon and Inis Cealtra on Lough 
Derg in northeast County Clare. .................................................................................................................................. 17 
Figure 6: CORINE land cover categories of the proposed development site in County Clare. ................................ 19 
Figure 7: Watercourses and lake nearest the proposed development site at Lough Derg in County Clare. .......... 20 
Figure 8: Habitat map for the mainland components of the proposed development and locations of invasive alien 
plant species recorded during ecological surveys at the sites. ................................................................................. 29 
Figure 9: Extract of proposed Visitor Centre at Mountshannon Harbour [adapted from McCullough Mulvin 
Architects Drawings]. ................................................................................................................................................... 41 
Figure 10. Ground floor plan extract of proposed Inis Cealtra Visitor Centre in Mountshannon Village. .............. 43 
Figure 11: Extract of proposed site layout drawing of new Mountshannon Village car park at Main Street. ........ 45 
Figure 12: Locations of the proposed new pods and layout of the proposed pedestrian pathway network around 
Inis Cealtra [adapted from the Inis Cealtra Landscape Design Report prepared by Mitchell + Associates, Glasnevin].
....................................................................................................................................................................................... 48 
Figure 13: Phasing site plans for the different elements of the proposed development [Adapted from McCullough 
Mulvin Architects drawings]. ....................................................................................................................................... 51 
Figure 14: Approximate locations of the temporary construction compounds for the construction phases of the 
Visitor Centre, and Mountshannon Harbour jetty upgrade works and car park reconfiguration. .......................... 52 
Figure 15: Ground Investigation (GI) locations (1, 2, and 3) and pontoon raft locations for the geotechnical studies 
at the proposed new jetty site at Inis Cealtra. ........................................................................................................... 54 
Figure 16: Existing Lough Derg boat navigation channels linking Mountshannon Harbour to Inis Cealtra. ........... 59 
Figure 17: Layout drawings of the proposed Weather Shelter Pod to be located near the new mooring point at 
the northwest shores of Inis Cealtra. .......................................................................................................................... 61 
Figure 18: Layout drawings of the proposed WC Pod to be located within northern regions of Inis Cealtra. ....... 62 
Figure 19: Extract from Waterways Ireland site layout plan (Drawing Number: T01/WSS/P/02) for proposed new 
jetties and visitor mooring at Inis Cealtra. .................................................................................................................. 63 
Figure 20: Proposed set up of pontoon raft for installation of breakwater rocks during construction of the 
causeway at the northwest shore of Inis Cealtra. ...................................................................................................... 64 
Figure 21: Risk status of waterbodies within Lower Shannon (25C) Catchment of not meeting EPA water quality 
objectives (Lough Derg is large ‘At Risk’ lake waterbody in centre) [adapted from EPA, 2021]. ............................ 77 
Figure 22: Connection of the proposed development to Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA (004058) and Lower River 
Shannon SAC (002165) and their proximities to one another................................................................................... 82 
Figure 23: Illustration of additional path width for intensively used pathways to be implemented during the 
summer season to reduce risk of path degradation. ............................................................................................... 144 

 

 



Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience 
Natura Impact Statement 

21760-6035-B vii December 2024 

Plates 

Plate 1. View southeastwards from Knockaphort Pier to Inis Cealtra (left), and view of Mountshannon Bay from 
the jetty at Mountshannon Harbour (right). .............................................................................................................. 14 
Plate 2. Northern shore of island with ‘Wet grassland (GS4)’ in the foreground and ‘Marsh (GM1)’ in the 
background (left), and to the west of the island, ‘Improved agricultural grassland (GA1)’ in the foreground with 
‘Scrub (WS1)’ and ‘Oak-ash-hazel woodland (WN2)’ behind (right). ........................................................................ 22 
Plate 3. ‘Oak-ash-hazel woodland (WN2)’ at southwestern fringes of the island (left), and some of the island’s 
religious stone constructions categorised as ‘Stone walls and other stonework (BL1)’ surrounded by ‘Amenity 
grassland (GA2)’ (right). ............................................................................................................................................... 24 
Plate 4. Strip of ‘Marsh (GM1)’ on the northern fringe of the island characterised by abundant yellow iris (Iris 
pseudacorus) (left), and area of ‘Marsh (GM1)’ at southeastern edge of island (right). ......................................... 25 
Plate 5. St. Mary's Well and associated 'Calcareous spring (FP1)' choked with duckweed (Lemna sp.) surrounded 
by ‘Stone walls and other stonework (BL1)’ (left), and an eastward view from the well with water seepage visible 
in the middle ground (right). ....................................................................................................................................... 26 
Plate 6. Random boulders strewn around island’s northern shore providing shelter for plant communities and 
‘Reed and large sedge swamp (FS1)’ (left), and soft substrate of ‘Limestone-marl lake (FL3)’ with a stand of 
common club-rush (Schoenoplectus lacustris) also visible (right). ............................................................................ 27 
Plate 7. Driveway of ‘Spoil and bare ground (ED2)’ from Harbour Road through site (left), and Old Rectory building 
categorised as ‘Buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3)’ with ‘Amenity grassland (GA2)’ to the south, ‘Mixed 
broadleaved/conifer woodland (WD2)’ to the west and ‘Treelines (WL2)’ to the east (right). .............................. 27 
Plate 8. ‘Buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3)’ at Mountshannon Harbour - Westward view from jetty (left), and 
north-facing view of existing Harbour car park (right). .............................................................................................. 28 
Plate 9. View southeastwards to Main Street from the proposed new car park site consisting of 'Improved 
agricultural grassland (GA1)’, ‘Hedgerows (WL1)’ and ‘Treelines (WL2)’ (left), and ‘Stone walls and other 
stonework (BL1)’ separating the new car park site from Main Street (right). .......................................................... 28 
Plate 10. Three-cornered garlic (Allium triquetrum) and winter heliotrope (Petasites fragrans) to the west of the 
Visitor Centre site (left), and rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum) in the northwest corner of the Visitor 
Centre site (right). ........................................................................................................................................................ 30 
Plate 11. Male three-spined stickleback (Gasterosteus aculeatus) in an empty swan mussel (Anodonta cygnea) 
shell (left), and possible roach (Rutilus rutilus) eggs attached to a white-clawed crayfish (Austropotamobius 
pallipes) trap at Survey Site 1 (right). .......................................................................................................................... 34 
Plate 12: North-facing view of existing slipway at the northwestern shore of Inis Cealtra in Lough Derg. ............ 46 
Plate 13. Example of drilling rig to be used for geotechnical investigations on Inis Cealtra. .................................. 53 
Plate 14. Existing concrete shelter to be demolished near the northwestern shores of Inis Cealtra. .................... 59 
Plate 15. Indicative dry toilet typical configuration. .................................................................................................. 62 

 

Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report 

Appendix 2 – Inis Cealtra Habitat Map  

 

 

 



Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience 
Natura Impact Statement  

21760-6035-B viii December 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project No. Doc. No. Rev. Date Prepared By Checked By Approved By Status 

21760 6035 A November 2024 
Úna Williams 

Orla van der Noll 
  DRAFT 

21760 6035 B December 2024 Úna Williams Hazel Dalton  FINAL 

 

MWP, Engineering and Environmental Consultants 

Address: Reen Point, Blennerville, Tralee, Co. Kerry, V92 X2TK 

www.mwp.ie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: This Report, and the information contained in this Report, is Private and Confidential and is intended solely for the use of the 
individual or entity to which it is addressed (the “Recipient”).  The Report is provided strictly on the basis of the terms and conditions contained 
within the Appointment between MWP and the Recipient.  If you are not the Recipient you must not disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on 
this Report. MWP have prepared this Report for the Recipient using all the reasonable skill and care to be expected of an Engineering and 
Environmental Consultancy and MWP do not accept any responsibility or liability whatsoever for the use of this Report by any party for any 
purpose other than that for which the Report has been prepared and provided to the Recipient. 

http://www.mwp.ie/


Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience 
Natura Impact Statement  

 

21760-6035-B 1 December 2024 

 

Summary of Findings 

Project Title Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience, Mountshannon, County Clare. 

Project Proponent Clare County Council 

Project Location 

The proposed development is located partly in Mountshannon Village in the townland of 

Mountshannon in northeast County Clare and partly on Inis Cealtra, an island on the western 

side of Lough Derg, approximately 1.7 kilometres southwest of Mountshannon Harbour. 

Natura Impact Statement 

In cases where an Appropriate Assessment is required, a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) is 

prepared and includes a report of a scientific examination of evidence and data, carried out 

by competent persons to identify and classify any implications of a proposal, individually, or 

in combination with other plans or projects, for European site(s) in view of the conservation 

objectives of the site(s). 

Conclusion 

For the reasons set out in detail in this NIS, and based on best scientific knowledge, the 

proposed development will not, either alone or in combination with other plans and 

projects, adversely affect (directly or indirectly) the integrity of two identified European sites, 

considering the specific conservation objectives of the sites.  

The NIS contains information which the competent authority may consider in making its own 

complete, precise and definitive findings and conclusions, and upon which the competent 

authority can determine that all reasonable scientific doubt has been removed as to the 

effects of the project on the integrity of the relevant European sites. 

Provided that the mitigation measures are implemented in full, it is considered that the 

proposed development, either individually, or in combination with other plans/projects, will 

not affect the integrity of the following two European sites: 

▪ Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA (004058) 

▪ Lower River Shannon SAC (002165) 
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will result in adverse effects for the species and/or habitats for which the European sites listed above are 

designated. Mitigation measures to avoid or reduce ecological effects are provided in Section 8, below. 

1.2 Statement of Competency 

This Natura Impact Statement has been prepared by Úna Williams (MSc. BSc.), Ecologist and Environmental 

Scientist, and Orla van der Noll (MSc. BSc.), Ecologist, both of Malachy Walsh and Partners (MWP) Engineering 

and Environmental Consultants in County Kerry. 

Úna has worked at MWP for more than five years and is an experienced field ecologist. She is familiar with various 

ecological survey methodologies including habitat/survey mapping and zoological surveys and has worked on 

research teams both in Ireland and abroad. She has undertaken assessments for a wide variety of projects 

including renewable energy developments, and infrastructural and coastal developments. Úna has designed and 

carried out several Avian Collision Risk Models for proposed wind farms and has authored many ecological reports 

including Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) Reports (Stage 1), Natura Impact Statements (NIS) (Stage 2), 

Ecological Impact Assessments (EcIA), and Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA). She graduated from Queen’s 

University Belfast in 2018 with an MSc in Animal Behaviour and Welfare, and from Trinity College Dublin in 2008 

with an Environmental Science degree. 

Orla has worked at MWP since September 2022 and has been working within the Ecology sector since March 

2021. She has completed numerous ecological reports including Screening for Appropriate Assessment Reports, 

Natura Impact Statements, and Ecological Impact Assessments for a range of projects across Ireland. In 2020, she 

qualified with a first-class honours Master’s degree in Marine Biology from Bangor University in Wales, and 

graduated from University College Cork in 2018 with a Bachelors (Hons) degree in Ecology and Environmental 

Biology. Since January 2022, Orla has been a trainee bird ringer under the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) 

ringing scheme in Ireland. She is registered with the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 

Management (CIEEM) as a Qualifying member.  

1.3 Project Overview 

The proposed project will consist of the installation and operation of new facilities on Inis Cealtra (Holy Island) on 

Lough Derg, and the construction and operation of a new Inis Cealtra Visitor Centre with support services and 

appropriate infrastructure at two locations on the mainland in Mountshannon Village on the western shores of 

the lake. Refer to Figure 1, below, for an overview of the various elements of the proposed development and their 

locations. Once completed, all elements of the proposed development will collectively form the Inis Cealtra Visitor 

Experience, delivering a high-quality visitor attraction for northeast County Clare. 

Works on Inis Cealtra will include the demolition of one minor existing concrete structure and the installation of 

a new floating jetty, pedestrian paths, and three welfare facility ‘pods’. On the mainland overlooking 

Mountshannon Harbour, a new semi-circular Visitor Centre with a total gross floor area of 1,594 m2 (0.159 

hectares) and maximum height of 7.8 metres will be constructed to include a café and a series of incorporated 

spaces to facilitate the Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience. Public realm works in front of the Visitor Centre and a 

reconfiguration of the existing Mountshannon Harbour car park are also proposed. At a second location on the 

mainland – the north side of Main Street – a new public car park providing 169 No. car parking spaces and 

coach/bicycle parking facilities will be constructed.  

MWP was commissioned by McCutcheon Halley Chartered Planning Consultants on behalf of Clare County Council 

(CCC) to complete a Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) Report and Natura Impact Statement (NIS). An 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) has been prepared and is submitted with the planning 

application pack.
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Figure 1: Location of the different elements of the proposed Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience [Adapted from McCullough Mulvin Architects drawings].
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CCC planning 

application no. 
Development 

Date 

granted 

vii. At first floor level, new openings and removal of internal partitions, an opening in the 

roof to provide access to lift and new opening in northern wall at first floor level to provide 

access to café; 

viii. Cleaning and repointing works to existing brickwork, repair and replacement of any 

damaged roof slates with natural slate, replacement of PVC windows with double-glazed 

timber sash windows and removal of modern internal additions (flooring and cornices); 

ix. Resurfacing of existing internal vehicular access road and construction of a new vehicle 

passing bay along the existing internal access road; 

x. Provision of 2 new dedicated pedestrian access points from Harbour Road including 1 at 

existing site entrance and 1 to the south-west of site, together with construction of a 1.8m 

wide pedestrian footpath to the west of existing internal vehicular access road and a new 

public footpath to the south of Old Rectory site with new pedestrian crossing connecting to 

existing path to the south of Harbour Road; 

xi. Provision of a new pedestrian connection to Aistear Park to the west of the site; 

xii. Regarding existing levels to the front (south side) of building to achieve universal access 

consistent with Part M of the Building Regulations; 

xiii. Provision of 12 carparking spaces (with 2 disabled access spaces and 2 EV charging 

points), to north and east of building and inclusion of 1 set down space to east; 

xiv. Provision of 20 secure bicycle parking spaces for visitors; 

xv. Construction of ancillary structure comprising 15sq.m single-storey maintenance shed 

(max. height - 3.246m) to north of site, a semi-covered seating area to the west of the Old 

Rectory Building, and a 6 sq.m ESB Unit Substation (2.2m in height) to the north-east of Old 

Rectory building; and, 

xvi. All ancillary site works including public lighting, landscaping, drainage, connections to 

public services and undergrounding of an existing ESB overhead line. 

 

 
Figure 2: The proposed development boundary in relation to the Old Rectory building and Old Rectory 

site boundary of previous planning application (CCC Planning Reference: 238001). 
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2. Methodology 

2.1 Appropriate Assessment Guidance 

This NIS has been prepared in accordance with the European Commission (EC) Methodological Guidance on the 

provision of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC (EC, 2021), the European Commission 

Guidance ‘Managing Natura 2000 sites’ (EC, 2019), the Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) Practice Note 

‘Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development Management’ (OPR, 2021), and guidance prepared by the 

National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) ‘Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland: Guidance for 

Planning Authorities’ (DoEHLG, 2010). 

2.2 Consultation  

Pre-application stage meetings were held with several different relevant bodies. 

In June 2022, two meetings were held with Irish Water (now known as Uisce Éireann) to discuss water connection 

applications for the Old Rectory building and the proposed Visitor Centre and the requirement for increased 

future wastewater treatment. These meetings were initially carried out to inform the Planning Application 

detailed in Table 1, above, but are also relevant for this project. 

Two meetings were held with the National Monuments Service (NMS), a subdivision of the Department of 

Housing, Local Government and Heritage, in relation to Inis Cealtra. In July 2023, the new mooring point was 

discussed, and a high-level overview of the proposed island works was provided. The proposed pedestrian 

pathways and pod locations were discussed in July 2024, as were future site investigations such as trial pits on 

the island and boreholes at the proposed mooring point. 

Also consulted several times throughout 2023 and 2024 were representatives from Waterways Ireland (WWI) and 

the Office of Public Works (OPW). These meetings were in relation to numerous different aspects of the project 

including the locations, design and construction methodologies for the new mooring point and the pods, 

navigational route around the island and queries regarding potential ecological/archaeological design constraints. 

2.3 Data Requests 

The proposed development site at Inis Cealtra lies within Ordnance Survey National Grid hectad4 R68 while the 

proposed mainland elements of the development at Mountshannon are located within hectad R78. Concise and 

site-specific information on species records available in these hectads was retrieved from the NBDC on-line 

database and reviewed. 

A request was made to NPWS for records of rare or protected species from hectads R68 and R78 on 2nd March 

2021, and the information was provided by NPWS on 10th March 2021. A follow up request was made for more 

recent data, if any, on 4th September 2024, and the information was provided by NPWS on 5th September 2024.  

A request was made to BirdWatch Ireland on 16th October 2024 for Irish Wetland Bird Survey (I-WeBS) count data 

for relevant survey subsites within and around Lough Derg and the proposed development sites. All requested 

information was provided by BirdWatch Ireland on 21st October 2024. 

Information received via the NPWS, NBDC, and BirdWatch Ireland was used to help inform the impact assessment 

in relation to the proposal. 

 
4 Unit of land area measuring 10 km x 10 km 
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2.4 Limitations/Difficulties Encountered 

This Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment of the construction and operation of the proposed Inis Cealtra Visitor 

Experience is based on project details that were made available at the time of writing (up to and including the 

20th of November 2024). 

2.5 Desktop Study 

To complete the NIS, certain information on the existing environment is required. A desktop study was carried 

out to collate information available on the proposed development site’s natural environment. This comprised a 

review of relevant publications, data and datasets from the following sources: 

▪ Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSI) aerial photography, 1:50,000 mapping, GeoHive and online satellite 

imagery sources; 

▪ National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS); 

▪ National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) (online map-viewer); 

▪ Central Statistics Office (CSO); 

▪ BirdWatch Ireland and I-WeBS data; 

▪ Geological Survey Ireland (GSI) area maps (including Teagasc soil maps); 

▪ Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) waterbody and water quality data; 

▪ Water Action Plan 2024: A River Basin Management Plan for Ireland5; 

▪ Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) online fish sampling reports and fish data; 

▪ Review of requested records from NPWS Rare and Protected Species database; 

▪ Clare County Development Plan (2023 – 2029)6; and  

▪ Other sources and research listed in Section 11, below, and as footnotes throughout the report. 

2.6 Study Area and Zone of Influence (ZOI) of the Proposed Project 

The zone of influence (ZOI) for the proposed development is the geographical area over which construction 

and/or operation of the proposed development has the potential to affect the receiving environment in such a 

manner as to significantly affect the Qualifying interests (QI) of a European site. The area over which ecological 

features may be affected by biophysical changes because of the proposed project and associated activities is likely 

to extend beyond the project site where, for example, there are ecological or hydrological links beyond the site 

boundaries (CIEEM, 2018). Consequently, and to ensure completion of an integrated assessment, the study area 

for this project included the entire proposed development site (on the mainland at Mountshannon and on Inis 

Cealtra) and adjoining habitats (including Lough Derg). 

For details on the Zone of Influence (ZOI) of the proposed development and the use of the Source-Pathway-

Receptor (SPR) model in determining which European sites are further assessed, refer to Section 7.1, below. 

2.7 Field Surveys 

Field surveys carried out on-site in support of the development application include the following: 

 
5 gov.ie - River Basin Management Plan 2022 - 2027 (www.gov.ie) Accessed: 16th October 2024 
6 Clare County Development Plan 2023-2029 | Planning, heritage and conservation | Services | Clare County Council (clarecoco.ie) Accessed: 
16th October 2024 
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(2003b) were consulted for guidance on identification of otter signs including spraints, footprints, tracks, couches, 

and holts. 

Non-volant mammal surveys were carried out at the Visitor Centre site and Mountshannon Harbour on 10th 

February 2021 with a subsequent survey of these areas completed on 7th April 2023. The new car park site to the 

north of Mountshannon was surveyed for non-volant mammals on 30th May 2022. 

On Inis Cealtra, non-volant mammal surveys were undertaken on 31st January, 28th February and 16th March 2021 

with further general non-volant mammal surveys completed on the island in June and July 2021.  

Wildlife cameras (Model: Browning Trail Camera – Dark Ops Unit) were deployed on Inis Cealtra at the locations 

summarised in Table 2 and shown in Figure 3, below. The cameras were deployed under NPWS Licence (215/2022) 

on the 31st January 2022 and collected on the 28th February 2022 before the footage was reviewed. 

 

Table 2. Irish Transverse Mercator (ITM) grid coordinates for each of the wildlife trail cameras deployed 
on Inis Cealtra in January 2022 (and as illustrated in Figure 3, below). 

Camera 

Number 
Location 

ITM Grid Coordinates for Deployed Cameras 

X Y 

1 
Eastern shore of island, approximately 92 m east of St. 

Caiman’s Church 
569943 685086 

2 
Eastern shore of island, approximately 80 m east of St. 

Caiman’s Church 
569934 685087 

3 
Western shore of island, approximately 265 m 

northwest of St. Mary’s Church 
569522 684995 
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Figure 3: Locations on Inis Cealtra of deployed wildlife cameras, and the four sites where aquatic surveys were completed.
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2.7.3 Freshwater Ecology 

The freshwater ecology surveys involved aquatic assessments at four representative Aquatic Survey Sites on Inis 

Cealtra at locations detailed in Figure 3, above, and Table 3, below, in addition to a habitat assessment of the 

entire lake shore.  

A general survey for macroinvertebrates was carried out at Aquatic Survey Site 1 while white-clawed crayfish 

(Austropotamobius pallipes) surveys were carried out at all four Aquatic Survey Sites. 

Any fish captured during biological sampling and snorkelling were recorded, and any fish captured were identified 

with reference to the Freshwater Biological Association's publication ‘Keys to the freshwater fish of Britain and 

Ireland, with notes on their distribution and ecology' (Maitland, 2004) and other referenced sources. 

2.7.3.1 Lakeshore Habitat Survey 

The entire lakeshore around Inis Cealtra was surveyed on 5th May and 3rd June 2021. The lake habitats were 

categorised according to the classification scheme outlined in the Heritage Council’s publication ‘A Guide to 

Habitats in Ireland’ (Fossitt, 2000) after a qualitative assessment of substrate types with reference to particle size, 

topography, and plant species diversity and vegetation structure. Any submerged plants were photographed and 

identified using plant identification keys including 'Aquatic plants in Britain and Ireland' (Preston & Croft, 1997) 

and ‘New flora of the British Isles’ (Stace, 2019). 

The presence of any invasive alien species (terrestrial and aquatic) was noted. 

2.7.3.2 Macroinvertebrates �² General 

At Aquatic Survey Site 1 (see Figure 3, above, and Table 3, below), a survey for littoral macroinvertebrates was 

carried out to a depth of one metre with reference to particle size ranges in Fossitt (2000) and the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) manual ‘Ecological assessment of Irish lakes’ (Irvine et al., 2001). 

Based on the methodology described in Murray-Bligh & Griffiths (2022), invertebrates were collected using a 

‘kick-sampling’ method whereby the substratum was disturbed (kicked) and a hand net8 was passed through the 

water above the disturbed area. All habitats at Aquatic Survey Site 1 were sampled within a 3-minute period. A 

one-minute sweep was undertaken before kick-sampling to collect surface-dwelling invertebrates while a one-

minute manual search was undertaken after the kick-sampling to capture any invertebrates attached to 

submerged plant stems, stones, logs or other solid surfaces. 

All macroinvertebrates collected from Aquatic Survey Site 1 were combined and sorted from debris on a white 

tray and identified to at least family level with the aid of a hand lens and keys. 

2.7.3.3 Macroinvertebrates �² White-clawed Crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) 

White-clawed crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) surveying was carried out on 5th May 2021 within littoral 

habitats at the four Aquatic Survey Sites around Inis Cealtra as shown in Figure 3, above, and as summarised in 

Table 3, below. Prior to survey commencement, a survey licence for the species was obtained from NPWS under 

Licence Number C144/2021. Surveying for white-clawed crayfish was done in two ways – searching the lakebed 

by hand and setting refuge traps for the species.  

Surveying by hand was carried out during bright weather and calm conditions on 5th May 2021 using methodology 

outlined in ‘Monitoring the White-clawed Crayfish Austropotamobius pallipes’ (Peay, 2003) and ‘A technical 

manual for monitoring of the White-clawed Crayfish Austropotamobius pallipes in Irish lakes’ (Reynolds et al. 

 
8 Measuring 350 mm in diameter with a mesh net of 500 µm (microns). 
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2.8.1 Transect Walkover Surveys 

A transect survey is a survey along a defined route within an area to ascertain and assesses the general distribution 

of birds throughout a site and to gather data on how birds use the site. On Inis Cealtra, a circular route around 

the island was chosen to ensure habitats covered were representative of the island overall and to ensure areas of 

suitable avian breeding and/or foraging habitat were included in the survey. Transect surveys were carried out on 

Inis Cealtra only and not on the mainland, with the transect route measuring approximately 1.6 kilometres in 

length - refer to Figure 4, below. 

Transect surveys were completed on Inis Cealtra on 26 separate occasions between March 2021 and March 2024, 

inclusive, and were based on the methodology of Bibby, et al (2000). The transect route was slowly walked once 

on each survey date and all bird species seen or heard on the island or within 500 metres of the shore in the 

surrounding lake waters were recorded. 

2.8.2 Waterfowl Counts from County Clare Mainland 

Informal waterfowl counts at different suitable locations on the County Clare mainland were carried out 

intermittently from March 2021 to September 2022 during the first half of the survey period. From October 2022 

onwards, dedicated waterfowl counts were incorporated into the bird survey programme.  

Regular counts were carried out at Knockaphort Pier and at Mountshannon Harbour and were based on I-WeBS 

survey methodology guidelines11. The count location at Knockaphort Pier was chosen specifically to target Inis 

Cealtra and the surrounding lake area while at Mountshannon Harbour the survey location offered views of the 

jetties as well as Mountshannon Bay to the northwest (see Plate 1, below). 

 

Plate 1. View southeastwards from Knockaphort Pier to Inis Cealtra (left), and view of Mountshannon Bay 
from the jetty at Mountshannon Harbour (right). 

Counts were also carried out at two agricultural grassland locations – ‘Field 1’ and ‘Field 2’ - on the mainland that 

are known as traditional foraging sites for wintering swan and goose species. Field 1 is located within Meenross 

on the northern shore of Scarriff Bay adjacent to the Bow River, approximately 350 metres north of Lough Derg 

and 2.1 kilometres west of Inis Cealtra. Field 2 is situated on the opposite side of Scarriff Bay in Ballynagleragh 

between PicNic Carrowena and Aughinish Streams, approximately 860 metres south of Lough Derg and 2.7 

kilometres south of Inis Cealtra. Refer to Figure 4, below.

 
11 Irish Wetland Bird Survey Training Resources - BirdWatch Ireland Accessed: 30th September 2024 
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Figure 4: Locations of the four waterbird count sites on the County Clare mainland with map of walkover transect route on Inis Cealtra. 
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3. Description of the Existing Site 

3.1 Site Location and Context 

The proposed Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience development will be located partly in Mountshannon Village in the 

townland of Mountshannon in northeast County Clare and partly on Inis Cealtra, an island on the western side of 

Lough Derg, approximately 1.7 kilometres southwest of Mountshannon Harbour in the village. The proposed 

mainland development sites in Mountshannon Village encompass an area of approximately 2.185 hectares while 

on Inis Cealtra the works will occur within the footprint of the entire island that measures approximately 18.12 

hectares. 

Mountshannon Village is located at a slight elevation on the banks of Lough Derg, approximately 32.5 kilometres 

northeast of Limerick City centre, 17 kilometres northwest of Nenagh town centre and 7.3 kilometres northeast 

of Scarriff Village. The terrain slopes south and downwards to the lake from an elevation of approximately 70 

metres above ordnance datum (AOD) at Derrycon to approximately 33 metres AOD at Mountshannon Harbour.  

The R352 Regional Road runs through Mountshannon village from west to east linking Ennis to Portumna, while 

the L4034 Local Road connects the R352 to Mountshannon Harbour and Lough Derg. Inis Cealtra can be reached 

by boat from either Mountshannon Harbour or from Knockaphort Pier, the latter of which is located 

approximately 315 metres northwest of the island’s existing jetty. Knockaphort Pier can be accessed from the 

R352 via the L8070. Refer to Figure 5, below. 

 
Figure 5. Approximate location of the proposed development site at Mountshannon and Inis Cealtra on 

Lough Derg in northeast County Clare. 

3.2 Brief Project Description 

Located in the southwest corner of Lough Derg in County Clare, Inis Cealtra (Holy Island) is an important historical 

and cultural site that, along with two principal areas on the mainland at Mountshannon village, is the proposed 

location for development of the Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience.  
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Works on the island will include installation of three welfare ‘pods’, new pedestrian paths, and a new floating 

access jetty at the northwest of the island to provide a safer mooring point for vessels and become the principal 

arrival point for visitors to the island. 

On the mainland at Mountshannon Village, a part-one-storey, part-two-storey Visitor Centre is proposed to be 

constructed within the southern part of the Old Rectory site, fronting Harbour Road and facing Mountshannon 

Harbour and Lough Derg. Within the Visitor Centre, there will be a café and a series of spaces for interpretation, 

exhibition and education associated with the Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience. 

The proposed development also includes a reconfiguration of the existing Mountshannon Harbour car park to 

increase the number of parking spaces and provide additional amenities such as a seating area. Finally, at a site 

on the north side of Main Street in Mountshannon Village, a new public car park will be installed with capacity for 

cars, coaches, and bicycles along with accessible car parking spaces, electric vehicle (EV) charging points and an 

overflow car parking area. 

The characteristics of the project and the project design are described in detail in Section 4.2 below, and in 

Chapter 2, Development Description, in Volume II of the EIAR. 

3.3 Purpose of the Proposed Development 

The purpose of the proposed development is to deliver an immersive visitor attraction, namely the Inis Cealtra 

Visitor Experience, that is fit for purpose within Mountshannon Village and on Inis Cealtra (Holy Island), thereby, 

expanding the attractiveness of the area as a significant cultural destination for visitors to East Clare and the wider 

Mid-Western region.  

3.4 General Existing Site Description 

Mountshannon Village is located within the Electoral Division (ED) of ‘Mountshannon’ (ED 37121) while Inis 

Cealtra is located within the ED ‘Inishcaltra North’ (ED 37068). During the 2022 census, ‘Mountshannon’ ED was 

found to have a total population of 463 residents, residing primarily within Mountshannon Village. The ‘Inishcaltra 

North’ ED was found to have a total of 374 persons resident and comprised mainly of one-off housing and ribbon 

development along the local road network12.  

The proposed Visitor Centre site (Old Rectory site) is bounded to the north by Mountshannon Court residential 

development and to the east by Árd na hAbhainn residential development. Adjacent to the site’s western 

boundary is Aistear Park, a public park of approximately 1.8 hectares that contains a playground, outdoor exercise 

facilities, a maze, picnic areas, and during the summer months, a tourist information office. Approximately 25 

metres to the south and southwest of the Old Rectory site is Mountshannon Harbour and jetty on the western 

shores of Lough Derg. This south-facing harbour is used predominantly for recreational and touristic purposes 

including for swimming, kayaking, sailing, and as the starting point for boat tours to Inis Cealtra and flights over 

the lake. Shannon International Airport, located approximately 60 kilometres southwest of Mountshannon, is 

easily accessible using the M18 Motorway and the R352. 

The CORINE13 (2018) land cover category for Mountshannon Harbour, the Old Rectory site and the southern half 

of the proposed new car park off Main Street is ‘Discontinuous urban fabric’ while Inis Cealtra and the western 

tip of Mountshannon jetty are classed as ‘Water bodies’. The northern half of the proposed new car park and all 

lands immediately surrounding Mountshannon Village are categorised as ‘Land principally occupied by agriculture 

with significant areas of natural vegetation’. Further north are areas of ‘Coniferous forests’, and ‘Transitional 

 
12 Interactive Data Visualisations | CSO Ireland Accessed: 24th October 2024 
13 Co-ORdinated INformation on the Environment – data series initiated in 1985 by the European Commission to gather environmental data. 
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woodland scrub’ while to the west and east are ‘Mixed forests’, and within the wider surrounding area, ‘Pastures’ 

dominate14. Refer to Figure 6, below. 

A review of bedrock mapping determined that the Ballysteen Formation consisting of a band of ‘dark, muddy 

limestone, shale’ running east to west is the geological unit underlying all areas of the proposed development 

site. To the north, there is a band of ‘mudstone, siltstone, conglomerate’ of the Ayle River Formation while to the 

south, there is a band of ‘sandstone, mudstone & thin limestone’ of the Lower Limestone Shale unit. In relation 

to soils at the proposed development site, there is ‘Grey Brown Podzolics, Brown Earths’ (Deep well-drained 

mineral, mainly basic) at Inis Cealtra; ‘Acid Brown Earths, Brown Podzolics’ (Deep well-drained mineral, mainly 

acidic) at Mountshannon Harbour; and, ‘Surface water Gleys, Ground water Gleys’ (Mineral poorly drained and 

mainly acidic) at the Old Rectory site and the proposed new car park site15. 

 

Figure 6: CORINE land cover categories of the proposed development site in County Clare. 

3.5 Hydrology and Hydrogeology 

All areas of the proposed development site are located within the Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

Shannon[Lower]_SC_070 sub-catchment which in turn is located within the Lower Shannon Catchment (25C). A 

review of the EPA map-viewer determined that there are no watercourses traversing any element of the proposed 

development apart from very a small area of the Lough Derg Lake Waterbody (EPA-registered name - ‘Derg TN’)16 

on which the jetty at Inis Cealtra is located – refer to Figure 7, below.  

There are several small watercourses located near Mountshannon Village draining from north to south into Lough 

Derg, namely the Dooros 25 Stream, the Derrycon Lower River, the Kilrateera Upper River, and the Woodpark 

 
14 EPA Maps Accessed 25th October 2024 
15 Geological Survey Ireland Spatial Resources Accessed 25th October 2024 
16 Derg TN EPA Lake Waterbody Code: IE_SH_25_191a 
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Curratober Stream. The Dooros 25 Stream is located within the Shannon[Lower]_SC_070 sub-catchment while 

the latter three watercourses are all located within the Bow_SC_010 sub-catchment. 

The small 1st Order Dooros 25 Stream is located approximately 340 metres west of the proposed new car park 

site off Main Street and measures only 0.9 river kilometres (rkm)17 in total from its source to where it empties 

into Lough Derg. The 2nd Order Derrycon Lower River flows past Mountshannon Village and at its nearest point is 

located approximately 460 metres northeast of the Old Rectory site’s southeasternmost corner before continuing 

for approximately 0.45 river kilometres and draining into Lough Derg. Finally, the 1st Order Woodpark Curratober 

Stream merges with the 2nd Order Kilrateera Upper River which drains into Lough Derg at a location approximately 

665 metres north of Inis Cealtra. Refer to Figure 7, below. 

The Dooros 25 Stream is part of the Shannon(Lower)_040 River Waterbody18 while the Derrycon Lower and 

Kilrateera Upper Rivers, and the Woodpark Curratober Stream are all constituents of the Kilrateera_Upper_010 

River Waterbody19. Outflow from Lough Derg is southwards via the River Shannon flowing through Killaloe town 

into the smaller, southern part of Lough Derg (EPA-registered name – ‘Derg HWMB’)20 and eventually draining 

into the transitional waterbody Limerick Dock21, almost 40 river kilometres downstream from Inis Cealtra. 

 

Figure 7: Watercourses and lake nearest the proposed development site at Lough Derg in County Clare. 

Compliance with the reporting requirements of the WFD (Directive 2000/60/EC) obliges each European Union 

(EU) member state to publish reports providing summary information about individual waterbodies relating to 

their status, risks and objectives. The WFD Status (2016–2021) of the Shannon(Lower)_040 River Waterbody is 

‘Good’ while the Kilrateera_Upper_010 River Waterbody and the Derg TN Lake Waterbody both have a status of 

 
17 River kilometres (rkm): measure of the distance in kilometres along the path of a watercourse (as opposed to a linear measure such “as the 
crow flies”). 
18 EPA River Waterbody Code: IE_SH_25A050100 
19 EPA River Waterbody Code: IE_SH_25K720870 
20 ‘Derg HMWB’ EPA Lake Waterbody Code: IE_SH_25_191b 
21 EPA Transitional Waterbody Code: IE_SH_060_0900 
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‘Moderate’. The nearest two EPA water quality monitoring stations22 to Inis Cealtra are both located on the 4th 

Order Bow River, that drains into Lough Derg between two and four kilometres west of Inis Cealtra. The latest 

river Q-values23 at both these stations are ‘Q4-5, High’ and were recorded by the EPA in 2023. Closest to 

Mountshannon Village, there is an EPA water quality monitoring station24 on the 3rd Order Derrainy 25 River, 

approximately 3.4 kilometres north of the proposed new Mountshannon car park at Main Street. The latest river 

Q value at this location is ‘Q4, Good’ recorded by the EPA in 1993.  

Both the Shannon(Lower)_040 and the Kilrateera_Upper_010 River Waterbodies have been assigned a WFD risk 

status of ‘Review’25 while Lough Derg (Derg TN) is classed as being ‘At risk’26. The WFD (2016 – 2021) Transitional 

Waterbody status of Limerick Dock into which the River Shannon drains is ‘Poor’. 

3.6 Habitats 

Refer to Appendix 2 of this document for a map of the existing habitat-types of Inis Cealtra, and to Figure 8, below, 

for the existing habitats found at the mainland components of the proposed development (Visitor Centre, 

Mountshannon Harbour, and new car park at Main Street).  

3.6.1 Inis Cealtra 

Improved and semi-improved grassland habitats within the central elevated areas of Inis Cealtra are influenced 

by grazing livestock while wetland habitats at the lower-lying island margins are subjected to the rising and 

receding waters of Lough Derg. There are also numerous ecclesiastical monuments on the eastern side of the 

island including a round tower and several churches and graveyards. 

The following ten habitats27 were identified as occurring on Inis Cealtra and are discussed in further detail in the 

subsequent sub-sections: 

▪ Improved agricultural grassland (GA1) 

▪ Dry meadows and grassy verges (GS2) 

▪ Wet grassland (GS4) 

▪ Scrub (WS1) 

▪ Oak-ash-hazel woodland (WN2) 

▪ Stone walls and other stoneworks (BL1) 

▪ Amenity grassland (GA2) 

▪ Marsh (GM1) 

▪ Buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3) 

▪ Calcareous spring (FP1) 

 
22 EPA Monitoring Station Codes: RS25B100200; RS25B100100 
23 Quality Rating (Q) System devised by Toner et al. (2005). This method categorises invertebrates into one of five groups (A-E), depending on 
their sensitivity to pollution. Q values range from Q1-Q5 with Q1 being the poorest quality and Q5 being pristine/unpolluted conditions. The 
system is used by the EPA and is the standard biological assessment technique used when surveying rivers in Ireland under the WFD. 
24 EPA Monitoring Station Code: RS25D100100 
25 Review – either additional information is needed to ascertain the waterbody’s status, or measures have been undertaken but the results 
have not yet been monitored (EPA Maps Accessed: 15th October 2024). 
26 At risk - either the waterbody is currently not achieving its WFD environmental objective of Good or High Ecological Status, or there is an 
upward trend in nutrients/ammonia, and should this trend continue, the waterbody Status will decline and fail to meet WFD objectives by 
2027. EPA Maps Accessed: 11th November 2024. 
27 Habitats as categorised by Fossitt (2000), available at A Guide to Habitats in Ireland - Fossitt.pdf (npws.ie) Accessed: 19th October 2024 



Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience 
Natura Impact Statement 

  

21760-6035-B 22 December 2024 

3.6.1.1 Improved Agricultural Grassland (GA1) 

Mainly confined to central regions and higher sections of the island, the dominant habitat at Inis Cealtra is 

Improved agricultural grassland (GA1) (refer to Plate 2, below) maintained through livestock grazing and with no 

evidence of ongoing improvement measures such as fertilisation and/or reseeding. Consequently, the sward 

supports a moderate diversity of plant species including sweet vernal grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), red fescue 

(Festuca rubra), perennial rye grass (Lolium perenne), common sorrel (Rumex acetosa), creeping thistle (Cirsium 

arvense), common mouse-ear (Cerastium fontanum), creeping bent (Agrostis stolonifera), germander speedwell 

(Veronica chamaedrys) and localised occurrences of common rush (Juncus effusus).  

3.6.1.2 Dry Meadows and Grassy Verges (GS2) 

Due to an absence of any recent mowing and/or grazing, there is a small pocket of Dry meadows and grassy verges 

(GS2) occurring in mosaic with agricultural grassland at the northeastern corner of the island. Plant species 

composition includes rank and overgrown red fescue and cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata), and meadow foxtail 

(Alopecurus pratensis).   

3.6.1.3 Wet Grassland (GS4) 

Wet grassland (GS4) occurs locally on the island with the largest tract of the habitat located at the southern end. 

In areas to the north of the island, wet grassland forms narrow transitionary strips between the island’s marshy 

margins and the higher, less wet areas of improved grassland near the centre of the island (refer to Plate 2, below). 

Plant species composition within the wet grassland habitats include compact rush (Juncus conglomeratus), 

common rush, yellow iris (Iris pseudacorus), brown sedge (Carex disticha), sweet vernal grass, marsh pennywort 

(Hydrocotyle vulgaris), common spotted orchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsii), water mint (Mentha aquatica), water 

parsnip (Berula erecta), hard rush (Juncus inflexus), carnation sedge (Carex panicea), common spike rush 

(Eleocharis palustris), marsh thistle (Cirsium palustre), greater bird’s foot trefoil (Lotus pedunculatus), hairy sedge 

(Carex hirta), cuckooflower (Cardamine pratensis) and tall fescue (Schedonorus arundinaceus). 

Where yellow iris cover is reduced, the wet grassland habitat supported localised abundances of sharp flowered 

rush (Juncus articulatus) with occasional to locally frequent meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), brown sedge, 

marsh bedstraw (Galium palustre), crested dog’s tail (Cynosurus cristatus) and lesser stitchwort (Stellaria 

graminea).  

Another strip of yellow iris abundant wet grassland habitat occurs near the northern boundary of the site on 

sloping ground. 

  
Plate 2�����1�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���V�K�R�U�H���R�I���L�V�O�D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���µ�:�H�W���J�U�D�V�V�O�D�Q�G�����*�6�����¶���L�Q���W�K�H���I�R�U�H�J�U�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�G���µ�0�D�U�V�K�����*�0�����¶���L�Q���W�K�H��

background (left), and to the west of the island, �µ�,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���J�U�D�V�V�O�D�Q�G�����*�$�����¶ in the foreground 
�Z�L�W�K���µ�6�F�U�X�E�����:�6�����¶���D�Q�G���µ�2�D�N-ash-�K�D�]�H�O���Z�R�R�G�O�D�Q�G�����:�1�����¶��behind (right). 
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3.6.1.4 Scrub (WS1) 

Pockets of Scrub (WS1) are found throughout the island but predominantly occur where woodland habitats on 

the fringes of the island meet the higher drier areas of improved grassland near the centre of the island. Scrub 

plant species composition includes extensive and spreading bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) and nettle (Urtica 

dioica) with cleavers (Galium aparine). These areas of scrub also support localised occurrences of elder (Sambucus 

nigra) and blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) - refer to Plate 2, above. 

3.6.1.5 Oak-ash-hazel Woodland (WN2)  

Apart from northern and southeastern sections, most areas along the island’s margins support young Oak-ash-

hazel woodland (WN2) with the majority of these woodland habitats recently established and comprising tall, thin 

ash (Fraxinus excelsior) trees.  

The woodland to the northeast of the island is relatively undeveloped with a canopy that is open and poorly 

defined and characteristic of scrub transitioning to young woodland. The structure comprises ash and locally 

frequent sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) trees overtopping elder, hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), bramble 

and nettle. The ground layer is mostly dry and supports an extensive spread of nettle and bramble in addition to 

localised occurrences of cowslip (Primula veris), bush vetch (Vicia sepium), wood dock (Rumex sanguineus), 

cleavers, ground ivy (Glechoma hederacea), herb Robert (Geranium robertianum), broad buckler fern (Dryopteris 

dilatata) and hart’s tongue fern (Asplenium scolopendrium). The shoreline fringe of this woodland habitat 

supports a strip of yellow iris and occasional hemlock water-dropwort growing on shoreline rocks.  

Another area of emerging and establishing oak-ash-hazel woodland occurs near the island’s southern margins. 

The woodland canopy is again poorly formed and supports young ash trees overtopping extensive bramble with 

frequent and dense blackthorn, hawthorn, elder and buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica) within the shrub layer.  

The western and southwestern margins of the island support the largest areas of oak-ash-hazel woodland – see 

Plate 3, below. This woodland is larger and is structurally better established, as evidenced by the almost 

continuous canopy cover of young, semi-mature ash trees and the early stages of woodland ground layer 

development. The woodland vegetation composition is similar to those previously described, comprising maturing 

ash overtopping sycamore, grey willow (Salix cinerea subsp. oelifolia) and goat willow (Salix caprea) trees. Alder 

occurs occasionally near the lakeshore margins with locally frequent buckthorn.   

The understorey shrub layer is open and is somewhat disturbed by cattle grazing and poaching. The shrub layer 

supports occasional hawthorn and elder, in addition to localised spreading of nettle and bramble in the 

understorey, particularly near the drier margins along the eastern boundary. Much of the ground layer is poorly 

developed, but localised occurrence of woodland ground layer species occur and include wood avens (Geum 

urbanum), lords and ladies (Arum maculatum), wood dock (Rumex sanguineus), butterbur (Petasites hybridus), 

nettle, ground ivy, herb Robert (Geranium robertianum), rough meadow grass (Poa trivialis), germander 

speedwell, sanicle (Sanicula europaeus), wood sedge (Carex sylvatica), bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), bush 

vetch, cleavers (Galium aparine), creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens), common chickweed (Stellaria media), 

broad buckler fern and wood speedwell (Veronica montana). Sycamore regeneration was noted in the woodland 

ground layer. 
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Plate 3�����µ�2�D�N-ash-�K�D�]�H�O���Z�R�R�G�O�D�Q�G�����:�1�����¶���D�W���V�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���I�U�L�Q�J�H�V���R�I��the island (left), and some of the 
�L�V�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V stone constructions �F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�V�H�G���D�V���µ�6�W�R�Q�H���Z�D�O�O�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�W�R�Q�H�Z�R�U�N�����%�/�����¶��

�V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�H�G���E�\���µ�$�P�H�Q�L�W�\���J�U�D�V�V�O�D�Q�G�����*�$�����¶ (right). 

3.6.1.6 Stone Walls and Other Stonework (BL1) 

The ecclesiastical buildings and stone walls on the island are categorised as Stone walls and other stonework (BL1) 

– see Plate 3, above. Plant species cover is sparse and restricted to epiphytes and bryophytes including rustyback 

(Ceterach officinarum), wall rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria), hart’s tongue (Asplenium scolopendrium), red fescue, 

dandelion (Taraxacum agg.), herb Robert (Geranium robertianum) and bryophyte species including 

Brachythecium rutabulum, Thamnobryum alopecurus and Tortula muralis.  

3.6.1.7 Amenity Grassland (GA2) 

The areas surrounding the ecclesiastical buildings are maintained as Amenity grassland (GA2) – see Plate 3, above. 

These areas support a shortened sward, maintained by frequent cutting and/or strimming. Plant species 

composition includes perennial rye grass, red fescue, sweet vernal grass, white clover (Trifolium repens), selfheal 

(Prunella vulgaris) and the mosses Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus and Calliergonella cuspidata. 

3.6.1.8 Marsh (GM1) 

Providing the interface between terrestrial and aquatic habitats, Marsh (GM1) occurs in extensive but narrow 

sections along the southeastern, western and northern fringes on shoreline rocks and on loosely stabilised, open 

substrate further inland - refer to Plate 2, above, and Plate 4 and Plate 6, below. 

Localised abundances of yellow iris characterise the areas of marsh along the northern and eastern fringes of the 

island. Where yellow iris cover is reduced, the following broadleaved herbs and graminoids occur; hemlock water 

dropwort (Oenanthe crocata), creeping buttercup, greater bird’s foot trefoil (Lotus pedunculatus), water mint 

(Mentha aquatica), gypsywort (Lycopus europaeus), brown sedge, lesser water parsnip (Berula erecta), 

meadowsweet, water horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile), curled dock (Rumex crispus), sneezewort (Achillea 

ptarmica), water forget-me-not (Myosotis scorpioides), tall fescue, tufted vetch (Vicia cracca), silverweed 

(Potentilla anserina), hard rush, brooklime (Veronica beccabunga), common fleabane (Pulicaria dysenterica), 

locally frequent common sedge (Carex nigra), marsh pennywort, ragged robin (Silene flos-cuculi), carnation sedge, 

marsh marigold (Caltha palustris), lesser spearwort (Ranunculus flammula), angelica (Angelica sylvestris), yellow 

pimpernel (Lysimachia nemorum), and occasional bogbean (Menyanthes trifoliata).  

Bryophyte species within this habitat included Pseudoscleropodium purum, Calliergonella cuspidata, Cratoneuron 

filicinum, Brachythecium rutabulum and Climacium dendroides. Species composition changes slightly where this 

habitat is in transition to drier grassland habitat  at higher elevations (as seen in the marsh near the southern 

boundary of the site), with noted reductions in broadleaved herb cover and the occurrence of hard rush, red 
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fescue, bird’s foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), occasional quaking grass (Briza media), locally frequent carnation 

sedge as well as common spotted orchid, meadowsweet, water mint and greater bird’s foot trefoil.  

Openings of marsh habitats occur near the southwestern and western fringes. These areas are again characterised 

by yellow iris, with meadowsweet, hemlock water dropwort, angelica, greater tussock sedge (Carex paniculata), 

tall fescue, bogbean, water horsetail, water mint, yellow pimpernel and lesser water parsnip. A locally flushed 

area near the southwestern corner of the island supports a noted reduction in large herb cover and the 

occurrence of occasional black bog rush (Schoenus nigricans) in addition to water cress (Nasturtium officinale 

agg.), meadowsweet, marsh pennywort, carnation sedge, common valerian (Valeriana officinalis), water mint, 

marsh speedwell (Veronica scutellata) and marsh thistle. Locally elevated areas of outcropping rock support 

quaking grass, hairy sedge (Carex hirta), ladies bedstraw (Galium verum), red fescue, crested dog’s tail, square 

stalked St John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum), yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor) and bugle (Ajuga reptans).  

Marsh habitat occurring on the island corresponds to the EU Annex I habitat ‘Hydrophilous tall herb fringe 

communities of plains and of the montane to alpine levels (6430)’ under the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC). This 

classification ensures that marsh habitats are recognised as habitats of European conservation importance. 

Specific marsh habitats in Ireland, particularly those in or near SACs, are managed and protected to maintain their 

ecological integrity, prevent degradation, and support species reliant on these environments. 

  
Plate 4�����6�W�U�L�S���R�I���µ�0�D�U�V�K�����*�0�����¶���R�Q���W�K�H��northern fringe of the island characterised by abundant yellow iris 

(Iris pseudacorus �������O�H�I�W�������D�Q�G���D�U�H�D���R�I���µ�0�D�U�V�K�����*�0�����¶���D�W���V�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���H�G�J�H���R�I���L�V�O�D�Q�G�����U�L�J�K�W���� 

3.6.1.9 Buildings and Artificial Surfaces (BL3) 

Categorised as Buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3), the existing island jetty is a concrete structure subject to 

wave action of the lake water and is located at the northwestern corner of Inis Cealtra. The stone structure of St. 

Mary’s Well is also classified as an artificial surface. 

Two existing structures on the island also fall under this category of habitat – the small concrete structure to be 

demolished near the existing jetty at the northwest of the island (see Plate 14, below), and the OPW staff hut 

located northeast of the Round Tower on the eastern side of the island. 

3.6.1.10 Calcareous Spring (FP1) 

Due to the island’s small land mass and the free-draining nature of its ground surface, there are no significant 

surface water features on Inis Cealtra. St Mary’s Well is an artificial feature inset into the ground approximately 

35 metres southeast of St. Mary’s Church (refer to Figure 3, above) on the eastern side of the island. The well is 

the only permanent surface water feature on the island and is associated with a Calcareous spring (FP1) that rises 

at the well. The spring water seeps eastwards down a slight slope to the lakeshore with other seepage zones 

occurring a short distance to the southeast of the well. See Plate 5, below. 
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The vegetation occurring at the well and spring is dominated by Apium nodiflorum, duckweed Lemna sp. and 

Nasturtium officinale. Other species at the spring include Lysimachia vulgaris, Berula erecta, Succisa pratensis, 

Cardamine pratensis, Myosotis secunda, Myosotis laxa, Epilobium palustre, Plagiomnium elatum, Plagiomnium 

undulatum, Calliergonella cuspidate and Dichodontium pelluedium. 

  

Plate 5. St. Mary's Well and associated 'Calcareous spring (FP1)' choked with duckweed (Lemna  sp.) 
surrounded by �µ�6�W�R�Q�H���Z�D�O�O�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�W�R�Q�H�Z�R�U�N�����%�/�����¶��(left), and an eastward view from the well with 

water seepage visible in the middle ground (right). 

3.6.2 Lough Derg 

As mentioned in Section 3.6.1.10, above, there are no significant surface water features on Inis Cealtra. During 

periods of heavy rainfall, and for a relatively short amount of time afterward the rain event, some low-gradient 

parts of the island can become saturated leading to some small areas of surface water. However, these features 

are ephemeral and considered seasonal. 

The following two habitats were identified as occurring on within Lough Derg surrounding the Inis Cealtra and are 

discussed in further detail in the subsequent sub-sections: 

▪ Reed and large sedge swamps (FS1) 

▪ Limestone-marl lakes (FL3) 

3.6.2.1 Reed and Large Sedge Swamps (FS1) 

Areas of Reed and large sedge swamps (FS1) occur within Lough Derg at the island’s northern end between Inis 

Cealtra and the small island of Illaunaskirtaun. Larger areas of the habitat also occur between Inis Cealtra and 

Knockaphort on the mainland. The habitat is dominated by common club-rush (Schoenoplectus lacustris) but 

other emergent plant species such as water horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile) and common reed (Phragmites 

australis) may also be present in places. Yellow iris (Iris pseudacorus) occurs in varying degrees of abundance in 

shallower areas nearer the shoreline. Refer to Plate 6, below. 

3.6.2.2 Limestone-marl Lakes (FL3) 

Surrounding Inis Cealtra, Lough Derg is classified as Limestone-marl lakes (FL3), typical of a limestone area and 

containing sediment rich in marl, a white clay-like precipitate of calcium carbonate. Aquatic surveys carried out 

by MWP (described in Section 2.7.3, above) found the substrate within the waters surrounding Inis Cealtra to be 

large which is likely due to the island’s aspect relative to the prevailing southwesterly winds and associated 

episodic high-energy environment during unsettled periods of weather. The effects of the resulting bathymetric 

characteristics have ensured that the northern shore of the island is more sheltered and shallower than other 

shores and that the adjacent lake habitat has a greater proportion of finer sediments and emergent macrophytes 

(see Plate 6, below). 
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Additionally, some random massive boulders strewn around the northern shoreline provides a limited amount of 

shelter from wave action for the shoreside plant communities (see Plate 6, below) which includes the species 

yellow iris, marsh horsetail (Equisetum palustre), meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), marsh marigold (Caltha 

palustris) and hemlock water-dropwort (Oenanthe crocata).  The terrestrial plant community and the aerial 

portion of emergent aquatic plant species are important resting and breeding sites for the terrestrial life stages 

of aquatic insects. 

  
Plate 6. Random boulders strewn around �L�V�O�D�Q�G�¶�V northern shore providing shelter for plant communities 

�D�Q�G���µ�5�H�H�G���D�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H���V�H�G�J�H���V�Z�D�P�S�����)�6�����¶�����O�H�I�W�������D�Q�G���V�R�I�W���V�X�E�V�W�U�D�W�H���R�I���µLimestone-marl lake ���)�/�����¶���Z�L�W�K���D��
stand of common club-rush (Schoenoplectus lacustris ) also visible (right). 

3.6.3 Visitor Centre 

The dominant habitat at the site of the proposed Visitor Centre in Mountshannon Village is a maintained lawn 

categorised as Amenity grassland (GA2) running either side of a crushed limestone driveway running from 

Harbour Road to the Old Rectory building (refer to Section 1.4 and Figure 2, above). Plant assemblage of this 

grassland comprises mainly rye-grasses (Lolium spp.). The driveway has a very low degree of vegetative cover as 

does the area immediately surrounding the Old Rectory building and is, therefore, classified as Spoil and bare 

ground (ED2). Although not part of the proposed development, the Old Rectory building itself is classed as 

Buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3). See Plate 7, below. 

  

Plate 7�����'�U�L�Y�H�Z�D�\���R�I���µ�6�S�R�L�O���D�Q�G���E�D�U�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�����(�'�����¶���I�U�R�P���+�D�U�E�R�X�U���5�R�D�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���V�L�W�H�����O�H�I�W�������D�Q�G���2�O�G���5�H�F�W�R�U�\��
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�V�H�G���D�V���µ�%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���D�U�W�L�I�L�F�L�D�O���V�X�U�I�D�F�H�V�����%�/�����¶���Z�L�W�K���µ�$�P�H�Q�L�W�\���J�U�D�V�V�O�D�Q�G�����*�$�����¶���W�R���W�K�H��

�V�R�X�W�K�����µ�0�L�[�H�G���E�U�R�D�G�O�H�D�Y�H�G���F�R�Q�L�I�H�U���Z�R�R�G�O�D�Q�G�����:�'�����¶���W�R���W�K�H���Z�H�V�W���D�Q�G���µ�7�U�H�H�O�L�Q�H�V�����:�/�����¶���W�R���W�K�H���H�D�V�W�����U�L�J�K�W���� 

Stone walls and other stonework (BL1) form the southern and western boundaries of the site occurring in mosaic 

with Hedgerows (WL1) of beech (Fagus sylvatica) trees along the southern side. A narrow strip of Dry meadows 

and grassy verges (GS2) occurs within the southeastern corner in an area not subject to regular maintenance. 

Mixed broadleaved/conifer woodland (WD2) occurs along the southwestern boundary walls and features a mix 

of species including fir (Abies spp.), beech, ash (Fraxinus excelsior), holly (Ilex aquifolium) and sycamore (Acer 

pseudoplanatus) with an understorey flora consisting mainly of ivy (Hedera helix) and lesser celandine (Ficaria 
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verna). There is an approximately 15 metre stretch of Treelines (WL2) within a northeastern area of the site 

comprised of non-native species of low ecological value. See Plate 7, above. See Habitat Map in Figure 8, below. 

3.6.4 Mountshannon Harbour and Existing Car Park 

The entire harbour area and existing car park are categorised as Buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3) comprised 

of asphalt, kerbing and other synthetic materials - see Plate 8, below. Features such as receptacles for glass 

recycling are also located within the area. The harbour area is bordered to the south by Lough Derg and to the 

north by the Old Rectory site. See Habitat Map for the site in Figure 8, below. 

  

Plate 8�����µ�%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���D�U�W�L�I�L�F�L�D�O���V�X�U�I�D�F�H�V�����%�/�����¶���D�W��Mountshannon Harbour - Westward view from jetty 
(left), and north-facing view of existing Harbour car park (right). 

3.6.5 New Mountshannon Car Park at Main Street 

The site of the proposed new car park at Main Street on the northern side of Mountshannon Village is made up 

predominantly of maintained Improved agricultural grassland (GA1) that has a low species diversity. The grassland 

habitat is bordered on the north, east and west by Treelines (WL2) mostly comprising sycamore and ash, some 

being mature. Refer to Plate 9, below. 

There is a maintained Hedgerow (WL1) running generally in a north-south direction through the centre of the site 

featuring whitethorn (Cratageus monogyna), willow (Salix spp.) and elder (Sambucus nigra) with frequent 

bramble (Rubus fruticosa agg.) and occasional honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum). A short section of Stone 

walls and other stonework (BL1) separates the southern tip of the site from Main Street. Refer to Plate 9, below. 

See Habitat Map for the site in Figure 8, below. 

  

Plate 9. View southeastwards to Main Street from the proposed new car park site consisting of 'Improved 
�D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���J�U�D�V�V�O�D�Q�G�����*�$�����¶, �µ�+�H�G�J�H�U�R�Z�V�����:�/�����¶���D�Q�G���µ�7�U�H�H�O�L�Q�H�V�����:�/�����¶�����O�H�I�W�������D�Q�G���µ�6�W�R�Q�H���Z�D�O�O�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U��

�V�W�R�Q�H�Z�R�U�N�����%�/�����¶���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���F�D�U���S�D�U�N���V�L�W�H���I�U�R�P���0�D�L�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W�����U�L�J�K�W��. 
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Figure 8: Habitat map for the mainland components of the proposed development and locations of 

invasive alien plant species recorded during ecological surveys at the sites. 



Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience 
Natura Impact Statement 

  

21760-6035-B 30 December 2024 

3.7 Rare and Protected Flora 

No rare or protected flora species were recorded during any of the ecological surveys.  

3.8 Invasive Alien Plant Species (IAPS) 

3.8.1 Visitor Centre Site 

Several invasive alien plant species (IAPS) were recorded at the proposed Visitor Centre site, namely montbretia 

(Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora), three-cornered leek (Allium triquetrum), winter heliotrope (Petasites fragrans), 

rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum) and snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus). Refer to Figure 8, above. 

Three-cornered leek cover at the Visitor Centre site was extensive within the mixed broadleaved/conifer 

woodland floor along the site’s western boundary. A stand of rhododendron measuring approximately 0.5 metres 

wide was recorded within the northwestern corner of the proposed Visitor Centre site.  See Plate 10, below. Both 

three-cornered leek and rhododendron are listed on the Third Schedule of the European Communities (Birds and 

Habitats Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477/2011) and there are restrictions set out regarding their introduction and/or 

dispersal. 

With regards the other three IAPS at the Visitor Centre site, montbretia and winter heliotrope were recorded 

occasionally at various locations within the mixed broadleaved/conifer woodland, while a small stand of 

snowberry was observed at the western border. Winter heliotrope was also recorded at the stone wall along the 

site’s southern boundary. 

  

Plate 10. Three-cornered garlic (Allium triquetrum ) and winter heliotrope (Petasites fragrans ) to the west 
of the Visitor Centre site (left), and rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum ) in the northwest corner of 

the Visitor Centre site (right). 

3.8.2 New Mountshannon Car Park Site at Main Street 

A stand of Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) was recorded at the southwestern corner of the proposed new 

Mountshannon car park site at Main Street. Canes of the plant were recorded during the growing season, so it 

was considered that it was being treated chemically. 

3.8.3 Lough Derg 

The NBDC holds a record of the perennial floating aquatic least duckweed (Lemna minuta) for the area between 

Inis Cealtra and Knockaphort as part of the National Invasive Species Database. Least duckweed can form dense, 

floating mats of vegetation in a relatively short period of time which can then out-compete native aquatic species 
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for valuable resources and possibly alter aquatic habitats structure via a reduction in light 

penetration/vulnerability to submerged macrophytes. 

Nuttall’s pondweed (Elodea nuttallii) was first recorded in Lough Derg in 2005 at the southern end of the lake. 

This species is a highly invasive plant that has undergone rapid expansion so that it now occurs in most harbours 

of Lough Derg and in some shallow, isolated bays to a maximum depth of 3.2 metres (limited by light levels). The 

plant is considered a nuisance species due to its ability for prolific growth and its proclivity for clogging up 

sheltered, shallow areas of waterbodies as the plant grows and spreads to the surface forming tangled masses 

that can impede boat traffic. Chopped strands and fragments created by boat propellers or waterbirds can 

accumulate on beaches and form foul-smelling accumulations at bathing areas. Anglers who have fished for many 

years on Lough Derg stated that 2006 was the first year that some areas of the lake could not be fished on account 

of the extent of the pondweed present (LDSG, 2007). 

Canadian waterweed (Elodea canadensis), a perennial submerged plant found in mesotrophic and eutrophic still 

and slow flowing waters, also occurs at Lough Derg. It can occupy a wide range of water depths from shallow 

margins to waters more than three metres deep and it develops large, dominant stands. It prefers high levels of 

silt but can tolerate a range of mineral conditions and can persist in anaerobic substrates. The pathways for its 

spread include the horticultural and aquarium trade, boating, angling and other water activities, natural spread 

from habitats where already present especially when seasonal flooding occurs (Millane & Caffrey, 2014). 

Fragments have high survival rates, which allow them to be dispersed over long distances, therefore increasing 

their invasion capabilities. 

The invasive alien plant and animal species encountered within Lough Derg during the MWP aquatic surveys are 

described in Section 3.10.5, below. 

3.9 Non-volant Mammals 

The importance of the proposed development site is discussed hereunder with respect to otter (Lutra lutra). 

Evidence of other terrestrial mammals was recorded during the MWP surveys and is discussed in more detail in 

Section 10.6.3 in Chapter 10, Biodiversity, in Volume III of the EIAR.  

3.9.1 Otter (Lutra lutra) 

No evidence of otter was recorded at any proposed development mainland sites - Visitor Centre, Mountshannon 

Harbour and the new Mountshannon car park at Main Street - during any of the MWP ecological field surveys. No 

otter breeding/resting places were identified at these sites nor were any prints or spraints found there.  

On Inis Cealtra, an otter spraint was recorded at the eastern side of the island on 16th March 2021 on a boulder. 

However, this was the only occasion where any evidence of otter was recorded during the suite of ecological 

surveys carried out by MWP on Inis Cealtra. Additionally, no otter was recorded on any of the wildlife cameras 

deployed on Inis Cealtra (see Section 2.7.2, above). Other targeted otter surveys carried out in 2016 by Doherty 

Environmental (DE, 2016) also found no holts or breeding couches on the island but did encounter spraints at two 

locations, one to the south and one to the north of the island.  

The results of the MWP surveys coupled with the other previous findings by Doherty Environmental in 2016, 

suggests that Lough Derg plays only a limited role in supporting otter populations. A possible reason for this is the 

recent and ongoing sheep/cattle grazing on the island which may have reduced the suitability of fringing habitat 

for otter by limiting cover along the shores due to grazing/trampling of vegetation (DE, 2016). 

There are no documented records of otter held by the NBDC or the NPWS for any area within the footprint of the 

proposed development site. There are records of otter from within the surrounding area as summarised in Table 

5, below. 
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Table 5. Summary of most recent records held by NBDC and NPWS for otter occurring within five 
kilometres of the proposed development (Maps - Biodiversity Maps Accessed: 31st October 2024). 

Date of record Record type Dataset 
ITM Grid Coordinates 

Hectad 
Approx. distance from 

proposed development X Y 

23rd Sep 2009 Spraint 
Atlas of Mammals in 

Ireland 2010-2015 
571453 687029 R78 

400 m northeast of 

Visitor Centre site 

30th Dec 2015 
Live animal 

sighting 

Atlas of Mammals in 

Ireland 2010-2015 
572953 686029 R78 

1.8 km southeast of 

Visitor Centre site 

13th Oct 2010 Spraint 
Atlas of Mammals in 

Ireland 2010-2015 
567353 685129 R68 

2.1 km west of Inis 

Cealtra 

21st Aug 2009 Spraint 
Atlas of Mammals in 

Ireland 2010-2015 
569647 685300 R78 

2.2 km southeast of Inis 

Cealtra 

21st May 2016 
Live animal 

sighting 

Mammals of Ireland 

2016-2025 
571453 682829 R78 

2.6 km southeast of Inis 

Cealtra 

14th Sep 2009 Spraint 
Atlas of Mammals in 

Ireland 2010-2015 
566453 687029 R68 

3.7 km northwest of Inis 

Cealtra 

13th Oct 2010 Spraint 
Atlas of Mammals in 

Ireland 2010-2015 
564453 683829 R68 

5.1 km southwest of Inis 

Cealtra 

 

There are no records for otter on Inis Cealtra held by the NBDC or NPWS - Table 5, above. On the mainland, the 

nearest record is an otter spraint observed at the outskirts of Mountshannon Village in September 2009, 

approximately 0.4 kilometres northeast of the proposed Visitor Centre site. The most recent record is that of a 

live sighting of otter in May 2016 at Aughinish Point on the opposite side of Scarriff Bay, more than 2.5 kilometres 

southeast of Inis Cealtra. 

The rivers and streams draining the areas of the proposed development site on the County Clare mainland (see 

Figure 7, above) are all limited in size and are classifies as either 1st or 2nd Order watercourses, and although they 

may have some potential as otter foraging or commuting habitat, they do not support any notable fish populations 

that would make it energetically feasible for foraging otter and are considered to comprise sub-optimal habitat 

for the species. However, as described in Section 3.10.3, below, the waters of Lough Derg around Inis Cealtra are 

suitable fish habitat and support species such as brown trout (Salmo trutta) and three-spined stickleback 

(Gasterosteus aculeatus),  and when considered in conjunction with the results of the MWP surveys and the data 

summarised in Table 5, above, Inis Cealtra is considered to be a moderately significant site for resting and/or 

foraging and/or commuting otter. 

3.10 Freshwater Aquatic Ecology 

3.10.1 Macroinvertebrates - General 

The mesotrophic and calcium-rich conditions of Lough Derg provide the minerals required for mollusc shell 

growth while the variety of substrates and depths creates suitable habitats for a range of aquatic 

macroinvertebrates. 

Overall, 27 aquatic macroinvertebrate families were recorded during MWP aquatic surveys carried out at Survey 

Site 1 (see Figure 3, above) in May 2021. It is noted that macroinvertebrates recorded at Survey Site 1 can be 

reasonably expected to occur in comparable microhabitats in other areas around the shores of Inis Cealtra. 

The macroinvertebrate assemblage recorded at Survey Site 1 was dominated by those of pollution sensitivity 

Group B (less tolerant) and Group C (pollution tolerant) (Toner et al., 2005). The only Group A (pollution sensitive) 

species recorded was the green drake mayfly (Ephemera danica) which was numerous at larval stage with a 
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considerable hatch observed during surveys carried out in May 2021. The only other mayfly species recorded was 

Caenis sp. (few – 1 to 5% relative abundance).  

The crustaceans Gammarus duebeni and Asellus aquaticus were the most frequently encountered species. Also 

well-represented were cased caddisfly (Limnephilidae) at larval stage and the molluscs wandering snail (Radix 

peregra), great pond snail (Lymnaea stagnalis), keeled ramshorn snail (Planorbis carinatus), margined ramshorn 

snail (Planorbis planorbis), common bithynia snail (Bithynia (Bithynia) tentaculate) and freshwater nerite snail 

(Theodoxus fluviatilis). Numerous zebra mussel (Dreissena polymorpha) was recorded, and although some swan 

mussel (Anodonta cygnea) shells were encountered, no live specimens were observed – see empty shells in Plate 

11, below.  

The bugs Aphelocheirus aestivalis and Corixidae, water mite (Order Hydracarina), aquatic earthworm 

(Lumbriculidae), flatworm (Planaridae) and alderfly larvae (Sialis sp.) were among the other macroinvertebrates 

recorded. 

3.10.2 Macroinvertebrates - White-clawed Crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) 

No white-clawed crayfish were recorded during the MWP targeted crayfish surveys carried out at the four Survey 

Sites described in Section 2.7.3.3 and Figure 3, above. Owing to the complex ecological relationship between 

crayfish and the lake, it is difficult to give a definitive reason as to why no crayfish were recorded during the 

surveys.  

Significant algal growth due to increased enrichment/siltation of lake waters is one possibility for the lack of 

crayfish recorded during the MWP surveys. Algal growth was recorded at all four Survey Sites with levels 

increasing substantially between May and June. This likely creates competition for light and other resources 

between the algae and other aquatic plant species which ultimately reduces the overall abundance of aquatic 

flora on which the white-clawed crayfish feed, thereby, impacting crayfish abundance.  

The proliferation of non-native species, both plant and animal, at Lough Derg has also likely had an impact on the 

white-clawed crayfish populations – refer to Section 3.10.5, below, for further details of invasive alien aquatic 

species at Lough Derg. 

3.10.3 Fish 

Four fish species - brown trout (Salmo trutta), roach (Rutilus rutilus), three-spined stickleback (Gasterosteus 

aculeatus), and perch (Perca fluviatilis) - were recorded in the lake waters around Inis Cealtra during the MWP 

surveys described in Section 2.7.3, above.  

Brown trout was observed taking insects from the surface of Lough Derg during the MWP aquatic surveys, and 

the lake is considered an optimal habitat for adult trout because of an abundance of aquatic prey available to the 

species. However, since Lough Derg is a lake and, therefore, does not have significant variations in water flow, 

depth, gradient or substrate, it is not deemed to contain suitable salmonid28 spawning habitat (Hendry & Cragg-

Hine, 2003). Higher gradient streams such as the Annacarriga, Nenagh and Graney are more suitable for salmonid 

reproduction and early life stage rearing. 

The submerged aquatic plants and hard substrata of the lake at Inis Cealtra are used by spawning coarse fish and, 

juvenile roach were recorded in abundance within the shallow waters around Inis Cealtra during the MWP aquatic 

surveys. At Survey Site 1, fish eggs found attached to a crayfish trap were identified as likely being those of roach 

– see Plate 11, below. No European eel was recorded during any of the hand searches of potential under rock 

refuges carried out as part of the white-clawed crayfish surveys. 

 

28 Salmonidae is the family of ray-finned fish species that includes salmon, trout and chars (Salvelinus spp.), known collectively as salmonids. 
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Plate 11. Male three-spined stickleback (Gasterosteus aculeatus ) in an empty swan mussel (Anodonta 
cygnea ) shell (left), and possible roach (Rutilus rutilus ) eggs attached to a white-clawed crayfish 

(Austropotamobius pallipes ) trap at Survey Site 1 (right). 

3.10.4 Biological Water Quality  

Using two biotic indices – BMWP and ASPT - the various benthic macroinvertebrates recorded during the MWP 

aquatic surveys were used to classify biological water quality at Survey Site 1 and serve as an indicator of the 

water quality of Lough Derg around Inis Cealtra. 

Biological Monitoring Working Party (BMWP): Each macroinvertebrate family is assigned a score based on the 

pollution sensitivity of the family and the characteristics of the site in which the invertebrates were found. The 

BMWP score for each sample site is the sum of the individual scores of the families recorded at that site. Generally, 

the higher the final BMWP score, the better the water quality; a score of over 100 is indicative of extremely good 

water quality, while a score of less than 10 indicates a heavily polluted watercourse. 

Macroinvertebrate diversity at Survey Site 1 was high and a BMWP score of 105.5 was calculated. This score has 

a corresponding WFD water quality status of ‘Good’ and a Q-rating of ‘Q4, unpolluted’. 

Average Score Per Taxa (ASPT): This is the BMWP score divided by the number of families/taxa represented in the 

sample. Index values range from 1 to 10 – a value of more than 5.5 indicates water of excellent quality with a high 

ecological value, while less than 3.5 is indicative of poor-quality water. This index is deemed a more accurate 

gauge of water quality as it is more robust and unambiguous than just a BMWP score. 

For Survey Site 1, an ASPT score of 5.3 was assigned which has a corresponding WFD water quality status of 

‘Moderate’ and a Q-rating of ‘Q3, moderately polluted’. 

3.10.5 Invasive Alien Aquatic Plant and Animal Species 

Numerous invasive alien plant and animal species are found within Lough Derg and their spread is usually via 

movement of live vegetative material on boating and fishing equipment. Two such invasive species were recorded 

during the MWP freshwater aquatic ecology surveys, namely Canadian pondweed (Elodea canadensis) and zebra 

mussel (Dreissena polymorpha).  

Seven invasive alien aquatic plant species have previously been recorded in Lough Derg (Minchin & Boelens, 

2011). These are water fern (Azolla filiculoides), Canadian pondweed, Nuttall’s waterweed (Elodea nuttallii), water 

violet (Hottonia palustris), common duckweed (Lemna minuta), water soldier (Stratiotes aloides) and water lily 

(Nymphaea cultivar). The Elodea species, water fern and water solider are listed on the Third Schedule of the 

European Communities Birds and Habitats Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477/2011) where there are restrictions set out 

regarding their introduction and/or dispersal. 
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Zebra mussel was recorded regularly during the MWP aquatic surveys and at all four aquatic Survey Sites – refer 

to Figure 3, above. Indeed, Lough Derg is where the first zebra mussels were introduced (unintentionally) into 

Ireland in 1994, most likely on the hulls of imported boats (Flynn et al., 2023), and the species was well established 

throughout the lake by 1998 (Minchin et al., 2002). Native to the Caspian and Black Seas regions, the zebra mussel 

has expanded its range within Lough Derg so prolifically in recent years that native mussel species appear to have 

declined. Evidence of this was observed on the northern shores of Inis Cealtra where only swan mussel shells 

were recorded without any live specimens apparently within the area. 

3.11 Ornithology 

The following subsections provide tabulated results summaries of the Inis Cealtra transect surveys and the shore 

count surveys at Knockaphort Pier and Mountshannon Harbour described in Section 2.8, above, and carried out 

during the months outlined in Table 4, above, for the four SCI species for which Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA is 

designated. A summary for each species is provided in Section 3.11.5, below. 

Survey counts were also undertaken from two fields – Field 1 and Field 2 – during winter months from October 

2022 onwards (see Section 2.8.2, above), however, no SCI species for which the Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA is 

designated were counted from these fields. Consequently, the results of these counts are not provided here. 

3.11.1 Transect Surveys 

Table 9, below, presents summaries of the peak counts of the four SCI species for which the Lough Derg (Shannon) 

SPA is designated (listed in Section 2.8, above) that were seen and/or heard on Inis Cealtra or within 500 metres 

of the shore in the surrounding lake waters during the transect surveys carried out on the island. 

3.11.2 Knockaphort Pier Counts 

These surveys were carried out from Knockaphort Pier on the mainland of County Clare as the surveyor faced 

southeastwards with a view of Inis Cealtra and the intervening lake waters (see Plate 1, above). Results are 

summarised in Table 6, below. 

 

Table 6. Peak counts of SCI species for which Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA is designated recorded from 
Knockaphort Pier on the County Clare mainland from October 2022 to March 2024, inclusive. 
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Common tern 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Cormorant 0 0 0 1 2 1 0 0 0 8 0 1 3 1 

Goldeneye 0 8 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tufted duck 1 122 0 38 33 18 0 0 0 0 6 0 9 0 

 

3.11.3 Mountshannon Harbour Counts 

These surveys were carried out from Mountshannon Harbour on the mainland of County Clare with the surveyor 

facing towards Lough Derg and Mountshannon Bay to the west (see Plate 1, above). The results of these shore 

counts are summarised in Table 7, below. 
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Table 7. Peak counts of SCI species for which Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA is designated recorded from 
Mountshannon Harbour on the County Clare mainland from October 2022 to March 2024, inclusive. 
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Common tern 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Cormorant 2 6 2 1 2 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 3 

Goldeneye 0 0 11 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tufted duck 34 28 41 21 38 12 0 0 0 0 0 40 15 6 

3.11.4 SCI Species Recorded During Informal Counts 

Prior to regular mainland shore counts from Knockaphort Pier and Mountshannon Harbour being added to the 

schedule of bird surveys for the proposed development, several informal counts were carried out at suitable 

locations on the shore of Lough Derg during the months of winter 2021/22. Table 8, below, summarises the results 

of these counts to include the SCI species of the Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA only. 

Table 8. Peak counts of SCI species for which Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA is designated recorded during 
informal shore counts at Lough Derg during the winter of 2021/22. 

 
Scarriff Bay Mountshannon Bay 

25th November 2021 15th December 2021 31st January 2022 

Cormorant 32 4 0 

Goldeneye 0 0 8 

Tufted duck 0 160 16 
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Table 9. Peak counts of designated SCI species of Lough Derg Shannon (SPA) that were recorded during Inis Cealtra transect surveys from March 2021 to March 2024, inclusive. 
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Common tern 0 38 1 0 0 0 0 4 4 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Cormorant 10 10 5 1 2 0 4 2 0 5 1 3 2 0 2 1 2 1 0 1 0 1 1 2 0 2 

Goldeneye 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tufted duck 12 0 0 68 0 48 25 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 26 5 
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3.11.5 Summary of SCI Bird Species Recorded During All Ornithological Surveys 

 

Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) 

As expected, common tern was only recorded during the summer months and was the least frequently recorded 

SCI species overall. During the May 2021 transect on Inis Cealtra, a peak count of 38 common tern was recorded 

to the west of the island towards Scarriff Bay. Smaller numbers of the species were recorded at the island in May, 

June and July (4, 4, 10, respectively) of the following summer, however, during the summer of 2023, no common 

tern was seen during any of the five transect surveys carried out at the island.  

Common tern was not recorded at all at Mountshannon Harbour. From Knockaphort Pier, a single common tern 

was observed in each May and June of 2023 with these being the last recorded sightings of the species during the 

MWP surveys. No evidence for the presence of common tern breeding colonies was recorded at any location 

during any survey. 

 

Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) 

Cormorant was the most frequently observed SCI bird species across all surveys completed at the proposed 

development site and was recorded relatively consistently throughout all months of the year. However, no 

evidence of a cormorant breeding colony within the proposed development site or its environs was recorded. 

Of the 26 transect surveys undertaken on Inis Cealtra, at least one cormorant was recorded during 20 (77 %) of 

these surveys. A maximum peak count of 10 cormorant was reported in both March 2021 and in May 2021 during 

the transect surveys of the island. 

Similarly, cormorant was observed consistently during the shore counts from Mountshannon Harbour and was 

absent only 14 % of the time. The species was much less frequently recorded from Knockaphort Pier and 

surrounding lake waters and was predominantly present during the winter months only at this location. 

Informal counts of waterfowl at Scarriff Bay to the west of Inis Cealtra reported a peak count of 32 cormorant in 

November 2021. 

 

Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) 

Goldeneye was observed rarely overall and, as expected, during the winter months only. Of the 26 transect 

surveys completed on Inis Cealtra, the species was observed in just one month - November 2021 - with a peak 

count of two recorded.  

The species was more frequently recorded and in roughly similar numbers during the shore counts at 

Mountshannon Harbour and Knockaphort Pier, although only in the winter 2022/23 months with none recorded 

during the winter 2023/24 counts. Additionally of note, goldeneye at Knockaphort Pier were absent from the area 

by the end of 2022, whereas a male goldeneye was observed still at Mountshannon Bay on 8th February 2023.  

An informal waterfowl count at Mountshannon Bay recorded eight goldeneye at the end of January 2022. 

 

Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) 

This species was observed relatively frequently, and often in high numbers particularly during the winter months. 

During the transect surveys on Inis Cealtra, tufted duck was recorded regularly each winter (peak count of 68 in 

November 2021) - apart from winter 2022/23 when there was a combined peak count of only five across the six 

months of transect surveys. 
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Conversely, throughout the winter 2022/23 shore counts, tufted duck was recorded in relatively high numbers 

immediately northeast of Knockaphort Pier (peak count of 122 in November 2022) and within the reed beds at 

Mountshannon Bay (peak count of 41 in December 2022).   

An informal waterfowl count at Scarriff Bay a recorded peak number of 160 tufted duck in December 2021 and 

16 tufted duck at the end of January 2022. 

4. Proposed Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience 

4.1 Summary of Project Components and Infrastructure 

The proposed development has a total footprint of approximately 20.3 hectares and will comprise four main 

elements, namely the works on Inis Cealtra, construction of the Visitor Centre in Mountshannon Village, the 

reconfiguration of Mountshannon Harbour car park, and construction of a new public car park at the northern 

side of Mountshannon Village - refer to map in Figure 1, above. 

4.1.1 Proposed Mainland Components of the Development 

The mainland components of each proposed element of the project for which consent is being sought and all 

other associated project components comprise the following: 

Visitor Centre in Mountshannon Village 

▪ Site clearance, vegetation/tree removal, erection of 1 No. temporary construction compound. 

▪ Construction of Visitor Centre (gross floor area approximately 0.159 hectares in total) containing a café 

and various other facilities including those associated with the Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience. 

▪ Installation of pedestrian access route through Aistear Park and realignment of existing Old Rectory 

access track. 

▪ Implementation of construction phase drainage system. 

▪ Implementation of a stormwater management system during operation of the Visitor Centre. 

▪ Landscaping of area at front of the building’s main façade. 

Reconfiguration of Mountshannon Harbour Car Park and Public Realm Upgrades 

▪ Site clearance, vegetation/tree removal, erection of 1 No. temporary construction compound. 

▪ Reconfiguration of existing car park at Mountshannon Harbour to accommodate 46 No. standard spaces 

and 3 No. accessible spaces on the existing footprint of approximately 0.265 hectares. 

▪ Installation of additional amenities and public realm enhancements including seating area, bin store, new 

paving and finishes. 

▪ New tree planting and additional green areas. 

New Mountshannon Village Public Car Park 

▪ Construction of new public car (and coach and bicycle) park on the north side of Main Street in 

Mountshannon Village measuring approximately 0.87 hectares. 

▪ Installation of slow-charging electric vehicle (EV) charging points. 

▪ Minor cut back of some vegetation but retention of most existing trees and hedgerows with landscaping 

of additional trees/planting. 

▪ Erection of 1 No. temporary construction compound. 

▪ Implementation of a two-way traffic system and installation of traffic calming measures (such as speed 

bumps) at appropriate intervals. 
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4.1.2 Proposed Works on Inis Cealtra 

The proposed works to be carried out on Inis Cealtra comprise the following components: 

Inis Cealtra (Holy Island) 

▪ Demolition of existing concrete shelter (16 m2) adjacent to existing pier. 

▪ Construction of 1 No. new L-shaped floating access jetty comprising three main parts – a stone/concrete 

causeway, a floating breakwater jetty and canoe launch jetty, and a steel access ramp. 

▪ Development of a series of 2-metre-wide mown grass pedestrian paths around the island. 

▪ Erection of 3 No. new staff and public welfare facility pods. 

▪ Erection of 1 No. Temporary construction site compound. 

▪ Cut back of scrub/vegetation to facilitate mown paths and allow access to various areas of the island. 

▪ Implementation of Landscape and Conservation Management Plan including a sheep grazing regime and 

path maintenance plan. 

4.2 Characteristics of the Proposed Development 

4.2.1 Visitor Centre in Mountshannon Village 

4.2.1.1 Siting and Design of Visitor Centre 

It is proposed that the Visitor Centre building will be constructed within the southern section of the Old Rectory 

site (see Section 1.4, above) adjoining Harbour Road and will have a total gross floor area (GFA) of 0.16 hectares. 

It will be a part-one-storey, part-two-storey building with a maximum height of 7.8 metres above ground level 

and has been designed in a circular form orientated to face Lough Derg and Mountshannon Harbour, thereby, 

establishing a strong visual link with Inis Cealtra. 

The existing Old Rectory site slopes up relatively steeply from south to north, rising from approximately 32 metres 

AOD (above ordnance datum) at its southern boundary to approximately 40 metres AOD at the Old Rectory 

building itself. To mediate for the significant level change and to minimise its visual impact, the Visitor Centre will 

be partially set back into the sloped landscape of the Old Rectory site with a design that ensures the external 

ground level rises around the building as it moves from south to north. This design strategy helps reduce massing 

of the building when viewed from the elevated position of the rectory and, therefore, helps retain the strong 

visual connection between the Old Rectory building and the lake below. 

This siting strategy also ensures a direct pedestrian link between the northern side of the Old Rectory site and the 

new Mountshannon car park at Main Street via Aistear Park.  

4.2.1.2 Building Design, Uses and Facilities 

Taking inspiration from the composition, form and materiality of ancient Irish tombs and monastic settlements, 

the proposed Visitor Centre building will have a circular form reminiscent of ancient passage tombs at Newgrange 

and Knowth and of the monastic settlement on Inis Cealtra itself. Each hemisphere of the circular design of the 

Visitor Centre (building and public realm) will accommodate differing components – the Visitor Centre building 

will occupy the northeastern hemisphere while the open public realm space that links to Mountshannon Harbour 

will occupy the southwestern hemisphere. Refer to Figure 9 and Figure 10, below. 

The Visitor Centre plan sees the building split into two sides, east and west of the external grand stairs, although 

both sides are connected via the external circulation route that circumnavigates the northern boundary of the 

building. To the east of the stairs, will be the Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience (Visitor Centre) and associated spaces, 

while to the west of the stairs will be the café and back of house (BOH) support spaces.
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Figure 9: Extract of proposed Visitor Centre at Mountshannon Harbour [adapted from McCullough Mulvin Architects Drawings].
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4.2.1.2.1 Ground Floor 

The total ground floor plan area is 1426 m2 (0.14 hectares) with spaces arranged so that visitors can move through 

each of them following the interpretation narrative in a clear and sequential route. See Figure 10, below. 

In addition to smaller spaces such as those for storage or deliveries, the ground floor Visitor Centre plan east of 

the stairs is comprised principally of the following: 

▪ Entrance Foyer and ticketing area; 

▪ Interpretation, exhibition and education spaces - including audiovisual, exhibition and education rooms;  

▪ Inis Cealtra Experience Zones (1 to 5); 

▪ Visitor facilities including retail area, waiting spaces, island briefing and preparation areas and 

management facilities; and, 

▪ Office and Administration. 

The ground floor Visitor Centre plan for the area west of the stairs predominantly consists of the following: 

▪ Main café dining room and event space; 

▪ Servery area and kitchen; 

▪ Toilets; and, 

▪ General BOH facilities including plant rooms, kitchen, delivery bay, bins, management areas, and storage. 

4.2.1.2.2 First Floor 

The total first floor plan area measures 168 m2 (0.0168 hectares) with internal accommodation housed in two of 

five independent volumes (or ‘pop-ups’) rising above the lower roof level from the harbour side. A pop-up space 

over the café provides a mezzanine area that can be used by café patrons or separately for functions/events; a 

second pop-up space provides areas for research, while the final three pop-up areas enclose double-height spaces 

below.  

The lower roof of the Visitor Centre building will be a publicly accessible terrace that will be level with the 

building’s northern external ground floor. The terrace will be accessible from the mezzanine level of the café or 

from the northern side of the building.  
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Figure 10. Ground floor plan extract of proposed Inis Cealtra Visitor Centre in Mountshannon Village.
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4.2.1.3 Access 

Pedestrian access arrangements between the proposed new car park at Main Street and the Visitor Centre site 

have been carefully considered.  

To the west of the Old Rectory site, the proposed new car park at Main Street will be linked to the Visitor Centre 

via a pedestrian path through Aistear Park where visitors will be able to access the Visitor Centre through an 

opening in the boundary between the Old Rectory site and the park.  The new Visitor Centre will allow for 

pedestrian access directly to the proposed shared space in the reconfiguration of the Harbour car park. 

Cyclist and vehicular access will be through an existing vehicular entrance on Harbour Road which will be 

maintained. The existing access track serving the Old Rectory will be realigned as part of the proposed 

development to accommodate the Visitor Centre.  

4.2.2 Mountshannon Harbour Car Park and Public Realm 

Currently providing 46 No. parking spaces, inclusive of 2 No. accessible spaces, the proposed works involve the 

reconfiguration of the existing car park at Mountshannon Harbour to increase capacity to 49 No. car parking 

spaces (46 No. standard spaces and 3 No. accessible spaces) on the existing car park area of 2,647 m2 (0.26 

hectares). Additional amenities, including a seating area, bin store and new tree planting will also be provided, as 

will new paving and finishes throughout. 

It is anticipated that reconfiguration of the existing Mountshannon Harbour car park will improve traffic 

circulation around the harbour and create a shared space that will allow vulnerable road users to access the 

proposed Visitor Centre from Mountshannon Harbour and vice versa. Traffic calming features will be 

implemented to reduce the risk to vulnerable road users and the speed limit in the area will be reduced to 

accommodate the proposed development. The reconfigured Mountshannon Harbour car park has been subjected 

to a swept path analysis of a jeep and boat trailer to confirm that proposed reconfiguration will not negatively 

affect vehicular access to the slipway from where boats are launched. 

4.2.3 New Mountshannon Village Car Park at Main Street 

Construction and operation of a new public car park measuring 8,685 m2 (0.87 hectares) is proposed for a site at 

the north side of Main Street at the northern end of Mountshannon Village. See Figure 11, below. 

The car park has been designed to provide parking as follows: 

▪ 6 No. coach parking spaces  

▪ 11 No. accessible car parking spaces  

▪ 105 No. car parking spaces  

▪ 53 No. overflow car parking spaces on reinforced grass at the northern end of the site 

▪ 40 No. bicycle parking spaces 

Additionally, 20% of parking spaces (34 No.) will have slow-charging electric vehicle (EV) charging points installed 

of which 2 No. are to be universally accessible. Ducting will also be installed to allow for future connection of an 

additional 18 No. EV parking spaces. All chargers will be slow charging.  

The car park has been designed to ensure the finish is of a densely planted area made up of a variety of surface 

materials to project the feeling of a soft-edged, rural space well-suited to a site that is surrounded by an existing 

natural boundary of mature trees and hedgerows. Much of the existing boundary vegetation will be retained while 

additional trees and planting will be placed between the parking areas as part of the final Landscaping. 
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Surface finishes will be varied throughout the area, ranging from tarmac on the carriageway, to compacted gravel 

in the parking bays and pedestrian paths, to reinforced grass in the overflow parking area. Sheffield cycle stands 

will be positioned within the car park, close to the site entrance on either side of the accessway, ensuring secure 

bicycle parking is easily available to serve the development. 

 

 
Figure 11: Extract of proposed site layout drawing of new Mountshannon Village car park at Main Street. 
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4.2.4 Inis Cealtra (Holy Island) 

4.2.4.1 Jetty and Mooring Point 

The existing concrete landing point on Inis Cealtra (see Plate 12, below) is located at the north-northwest shore 

of the island and extends only a short distance of approximately ten metres into the lake resulting in relatively 

shallow waters around the landing point where only smaller boats can successfully land. To remedy this and allow 

larger boats to moor at the island, the proposed works involve the installation of a new L-shaped floating jetty 

that will extend out for approximately 53 metres into deeper lake water. The design of the jetty will ensure it 

breaks most of a wave’s crest and provides a safer mooring on the inner jetty area and a more convenient passage 

between Mountshannon Harbour and Inis Cealtra (see Figure 16, below, for existing navigational route). Once 

constructed and operational, it will become the principal point of arrival and departure for visitors to the island. 

The existing concrete landing point will remain in place and a new causeway will be constructed over it. A new 

seven-metre-long access ramp and canoe launch jetty are also included within the overall design of the new jetty. 

 

 

Plate 12: North-facing view of existing slipway at the northwestern shore of Inis Cealtra in Lough Derg. 

4.2.4.2 Island Welfare Pods 

There are two existing structures on Inis Cealtra - a concrete shelter adjacent to the existing pier at the northwest 

side of the island, and a timber-framed cabin close to St. Caimin’s Church and Round Tower. As part of the 

proposed works on the island, the concrete shelter will be demolished, and three new staff and public welfare 

facility pods will be installed to meet the minimum needs of staff and visitors. Siting of the pods was carefully 

considered to ensure minimal visual impact and to provide facilities that are geographically convenient for visitors 

and staff. All pods are to be erected in the shelter of existing woodland or scrub. See Table 10, below, for summary 

details of the three proposed pods, and Figure 12, below, for map showing pod locations. 

The existing timber-framed cabin will remain in place and serve OPW staff who visit the island periodically to carry 

out essential maintenance works. 
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Table 10. Summary details of the three proposed pods to be installed on Inis Cealtra. 

 
Approximate 

gross floor 

area of pod 

Pod location Pod function/details 

Weather 

Shelter Pod 
23 m2 

Close to new jetty, at site of 

demolished concrete shelter. 

Provide shelter for those waiting for the boat. 

Approximate capacity - 30 no. persons seated. 

WC Pod 16 m2 
Northern part of island, close to 

new jetty. 

Will contain 2 no. dry WCs for emergency use only. 

No water supply or foul drainage required. 

Staff Pod 23 m2 
Near new jetty and the 

proposed Weather Shelter Pod. 

Provide shelter and place of rest for island guides 

and ushers. Will contain tea station, first aid 

equipment and lockers. 

 

4.2.4.3 New Pedestrian Paths 

A network of new two-metre-wide grass pathways is proposed for the island to allow visitors to safely and 

efficiently explore the island. The proposed path network will focus on existing paths, such as Path 1 and Path 8, 

to facilitate visitation of the island’s monuments and heritage sites. Additional paths will create a series of looped 

walks on the island of varying lengths. 

The paths will be mown and will seek to follow existing ground levels and contours that strike a balance between 

accessibility, wayfinding, readability of landscape, and protection of the island’s archaeological and ecological 

heritage while minimising visual impact. 

The layout and location of the paths (shown as P1, P2, P3…..) are presented in Figure 12, below, and are defined 

by the following: 

▪ Path 1 and Path 8 – Existing path locations, provide access to main monuments. 

▪ Path 11 and Path 12 – Less direct route to monuments on the eastern shores (Lady’s Well and the 

Bargaining Stone) but with a gentler slope. 

▪ Path 2 - A looped walk taking in grassland and woodland before returning to the mooring point.  

▪ Path 3 - Similar to Path 2 but is a shorter loop.  

▪ Path 4 – A short connection path linking Path 3 and Path 2 providing an increase in route options. 

▪ Path 6 – Route along ecclesiastical enclosure. Enclosure is not visible above ground and is considered to 

be the site’s ‘hidden history’. 
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Figure 12: Locations of the proposed new pods and layout of the proposed pedestrian pathway network around Inis Cealtra [adapted from the Inis Cealtra 

Landscape Design Report prepared by Mitchell + Associates, Glasnevin]. 
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4.3 Construction Phase 

This section describes the methods that will be implemented when constructing each element of the proposed 

Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience summarised in Section 4.1, above. Detailed method statements will be developed 

and implemented by the appointed Main Contractor in advance of construction works commencing. The 

construction phase of the development begins with site preparation works and is complete when all elements of 

the proposed development are built and ready for commission. Refer to Chapter 2 Description of the Proposed 

Development, in Volume II of the EIAR for more details of the construction phase 

4.3.1 Phasing and Duration of Construction 

The current indicative phasing strategy suggests that construction of the entire proposed Inis Cealtra Visitor 

Experience project will be split over two phases – refer to Table 11 and Figure 13, below. The phased manner of 

works will minimise disruption to local communities, minimise environmental impact and create the safest 

working conditions possible. These phases are based upon the information currently available, and it is not 

proposed nor intended that the applicant or contractor(s) is bound by these proposals which may change 

depending on the timing and circumstances that pertain at the time of construction.   

 

Table 11. Phases of the proposed development with anticipated duration of works and completion period. 

 Element of proposed works Duration of works Expected completion 

Phase 1 

Works at Inis Cealtra including: 

▪ Mooring point 

▪ Demolition of existing visitor shelter 

▪ Network of pedestrian pathways 

▪ Welfare Pods 

New Mountshannon Village car park in Mountshannon 
Village at Main Street 

12 months Q1 of 2028 

Phase 2 

Visitor Centre at Mountshannon Village and public realm 
upgrades 

Reconfiguration of Mountshannon Harbour car park. 

Visitor Centre - 18 
months 

Harbour - 6 months 

Q3 of 2042 

 
 

PHASE 1 

New Village Car Park at Main Street 

▪ Pre-commencement activities including site investigation work and pre-construction surveys. 

▪ Pre-construction activities. 

▪ Site clearance works. 

▪ Construction of temporary site construction compound. 

▪ Construction of new public car park on a site to the north of Main Street at the northern side of 

Mountshannon Village and all associated ancillary site works. 

▪ Complete site works, tidy up site, landscaping, restoration. 

▪ Demobilisation of site compound facilities. 

 

Inis Cealtra 

▪ Pre-commencement activities including site investigation work and pre-construction surveys. 
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▪ Pre-construction activities including demolition of one existing concrete structure on the island. 

▪ Site clearance works. 

▪ Construction of temporary site construction compound. 

▪ Construction of new floating access jetty, canoe launch jetty and walkway at northwest of island at 

location of existing mooring point. 

▪ Construction of 3 no. new staff and public welfare facility pods on the island. 

▪ Construction of new pedestrian paths on the island. 

▪ Complete site works, tidy up site, landscaping, restoration. 

▪ Demobilisation of site compound facilities. 

 

PHASE 2 

Mountshannon Harbour Car Park Reconfiguration 

▪ Pre-commencement activities including site investigation work and pre-construction surveys. 

▪ Pre-construction activities and site setup. 

▪ Construction of temporary site construction compound. 

▪ Reconfiguration of existing Mountshannon Harbour car park, and all associated ancillary site works. 

▪ Complete site works, tidy up site, landscaping, restoration. 

▪ Demobilise site compound facilities. 

Visitor Centre 

▪ Pre-commencement activities including site investigation work and pre-construction surveys. 

▪ Site preparation and pre-construction activities. 

▪ Environmental measures. 

▪ Construction of temporary site construction compound. 

▪ Construction traffic routes. 

▪ Site construction drainage system. 

▪ Construction of proposed Visitor Centre at the southern end of the Old Rectory site. 

▪ Complete site works, tidy up site, landscaping, restoration. 

▪ Demobilisation of site compound facilities. 

▪ Landscaping 
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