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ONSHORE CULTURAL HERITAGE

Introduction

This Onshore Cultural Heritage chapter was prepared by Tobar Archaeological Services Ltd. It
presents the results of a cultural heritage impact assessment of the construction, operation and
maintenance, and decommissioning of the Onshore Site of the Project. The Project (i.e. the proposed
Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm) refers to both the Offshore Site and the Onshore Site. The
Onshore Site includes a Transition Joint Bay (TJB) and a temporary construction compound
(Temporary Construction Compound 1) with associated access track at the Onshore Landfall Location
(OLL), the Onshore Grid Connection (OGC) from the TJB to Moneypoint 220kV Substation at
Moneypoint, a temporary construction compound (Temporary Construction Compound 2) at Kilrush
Golf Club, and 1 no. 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound (OCC) and associated temporary
construction compound (Temporary Construction Compound 3) as detailed in Section 1.1.1 in Chapter
1 of this EIAR. The Onshore Site is the subject of this cultural heritage assessment.

The purpose of this chapter is to assess the potential significant direct and indirect effects of the
Onshore Site of the Project on the surrounding archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage
landscape. The assessment is based on both a desktop review of the available cultural heritage and
archaeological data, and a field inspection of the Onshore Site. An assessment of potential significant
effects, including cumulative effects, is presented.

For the purposes of this assessment, t h study‘ar e a ’ rthe distances considered for the various
aspects of the Cultural Heritage Resource as detailed in Table 24-3 (see Section 24.2.5 below).

The Onshore Site

The Onshore Site includes the OLL, the OGC, and the OCC. The Offshore Export Cable runs to the
west and south of the Aran Islands and makes landfall in the townland of Killard, approximately 3.5km
northwest of Doonbeg, Co. Clare.

Once ashore, it is proposed that the OGC will run underground, predominantly in the existing road
network but also through some private lands and connect to the OCC at Ballymacrinnan, near
Moneypoint. The OGC will continue from the OCC to connect to the national grid at the existing
Moneypoint 220kV Substation at Moneypoint Power Station, Co. Clare.

The townlands within which the Onshore Site is located are listed in Table 24-1 below.

Table 24-1: Townlands within which the Onshore Site is located.

Townlands

Feagarroge Ballykett
Clooneylissaun Moanmore North
Moanmore South Doonmore
Dysert Carnaun
Moanmore Upper Einagh

Durha Kilcarroll

24-1
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Moanmore Lower Tullaher
Carrowmore South Killard
Ballymacrinan Parknamoney
Carrowdotia North Carrowdotia South

A detailed description of the Onshore Site and the Project is provided in Chapter 5: Project
Description.

This chapter of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) has been prepared by Miriam
Carroll of Tobar Archaeological Services Ltd. Miriam graduated from University College Cork in 1998
with a Ma s t degreé in Methods and Techniques in Irish Archaeology. She is licensed by the
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) to carry out excavations and is a
member of the Institute of Archaeologists of Ireland. Miriam has been working in the field of
archaeology since 1994 and has undertaken numerous projects for both the private and public sectors
including excavations, site assessments (EIAR) and surveys, including numerous assessments of onshore
grid connection routes and associated infrastructure. Miriam Carroll is a director of Tobar
Archaeological Services Ltd which has been in operation for 20 years.

This chapter has been prepared in compliance with all relevant guidance and legislation as set out
below.

The assessment of the potential significant effects of the Onshore Site on cultural heritage has been
carried out in accordance with the various planning policies and strategy guidance detailed in Section
1.2 in Chapter 1 of this EIAR and the following:

Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for Planning Authorities (Department of
Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 2011).

Advice Notes on Current Practice (in preparation of Environmental Impact
Statements) (Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2003).

Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment
Reports (EPA, 2022).

Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands, 1999, Framework and
Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage, 1999.

Guidance on Setting and the Historic Environment, Historic Environment Division,
February 2018.

Guidelines for Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment of TII National Road and
Greenway Projects (TII 2024) DoHPLG (2018). Guidelines for planning authorities
and An Bord Pleanala on carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment.
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, Government of Ireland,
Dublin.

Clare County Council. Clare County Development Plan 2023-2029.
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Archaeological monuments are safeguarded through national and international policy, which is
designed to secure the protection of the cultural heritage resource. This is undertaken in accordance
with the provisions of the European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage
(Valletta Convention). This was ratified by Ireland in 1997.

Both the National Monuments Acts 1930 to 2014 and relevant provisions of the Cultural Institutions Act
1997 are the primary means of ensuring protection of archaeological monuments, the latter of which
includes all man-made structures of whatever form or date. There are a number of provisions under the
National Monuments Acts 1930 to 2014 which ensure protection of the archaeological resource. These
include the Register of Historic Monuments (1997 Act) which means that any interference to a
monument is illegal under that Act. All registered monuments are included on the Record of
Monuments and Places (RMP).

The RMP consists of a list of known archaeological monuments and accompanying maps. The RMP
affords some protection to the monuments entered therein. Any person proposing to carry out work at
or in relation to a recorded monument must give notice in writing to the Minister (Environment,
Heritage and Local Government) and shall not commence the work for a period of two months after
having given the notice. All proposed works, therefore, within or around any archaeological monument
are subject to statutory protection and legislation (National Monuments Acts 1930-2014).

The Historic and Archaeological Heritage and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2023 will replace the
existing National Monuments Acts (1930-2014) when it is brought into force by Ministerial Order. The
majority of provisions of the Act have not yet come into force. One Commencement Order relating to
Sections 1-6 and Section 7 insofar as relates to the Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and
Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1999 (other than section 5) came into effect on the
31 May 2024. These provisions relate to World Heritage Property in the State, inventories, the
protection of certain records, the promotion of heritage, and the issuing of statutory guidance. Certain
related and supporting provisions concerning implementation and enforcement are also commenced
(www.archaeology.ie/news). The provisions now in force allow for the establishment and maintenance
of inventories of relevant things of archaeological interest, architectural heritage, and wrecks of
archaeological or historic interest. This bolsters the status of existing inventories recording sites of
archaeological, historic and architectural interest, both on land and under the sea. It also ensures that
legal protection is afforded to certain records or archaeological objects in the event that a person or
company in possession of such records is no longer in a position to maintain them, which further

strengthens existing practices (https:/www.gov.ie/).

The Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) provides for the protection of the architectural
heritage. Guidelines under section 28 of the Act cover all aspects of the protection for architectural
heritage under the planning code including protected structures.

The Onshore Site complies with the legislation listed above.

The Council of Europe, in Article 2 of the 1985 Convention for the Protection of the Architectural

Heritage of Europe (Granada Convention), states that for the purpose of precise identification of the

monuments, groups of structures and sites to be protected, each member State will undertake to

maintain Inventori es . ThéGrahalazConveationcethphasises¢thé ur a/ her i t a g e
importance of inventories in underpinning conservation policies.

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NLAH) was established in 1990 to fulfil Ireland's
obligations under the Granada Convention, through the establishment and maintenance of a central
record, documenting and evaluating the architectural heritage of Ireland. Article 1 of the Granada
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Convention establishes the parameters of this work by defining 'architectural heritage' under three
broad categories of Monument, Groups of Buildings, and Sites:

Monument: all buildings and structures of conspicuous historical, archaeological,
artistic, scientific, social or technical interest, including their fixtures and fittings;
Group of buildings: homogeneous groups of urban or rural buildings conspicuous for
their historical, archaeological, artistic, scientific, social or technical interest, which are
sufficiently coherent to form topographically definable units;

Sites: the combined works of man and nature, being areas which are partially built
upon and sufficiently distinctive and homogenous to be topographically definable,
and are of conspicuous historical, archaeological, artistic, scientific, social or technical
interest.

The Council of Europe's definition of architectural heritage allows for the inclusion of structures, groups
of structures and sites which are considered to be of significance in their own right, or which are of
significance in their local context and environment. The NIAH believes it is important to consider the
architectural heritage as encompassing a wide variety of structures and sites as diverse as post boxes,
grand country houses, mill complexes and vernacular farmhouses.

The Clare County Development Plan 2023-2029 (CCDP) was adopted by the Elected Members of
Clare County Council at a Special Meeting on 9 March 2023. The CCDP came into effect 6 weeks
from the date of adoption, on 20t April 2023. The relevant policies and objectives of Clare County
Council regarding archaeology and built heritage were consulted in the CCDP and include the
following:

This section includes all relevant policies and objectives insofar as the Project is concerned.

‘CDPI6.1 1t is an objective of Clare County Council: a) To ensure the protection of the architectural
heritage of County Clare through the identification of Protected Structures, the designation of
Architectural Conservation Areas, the safeguarding of historic gardens, and the recognition of structures
and elements that contribute positively to the vernacular and industrial heritage of the county; and b)
To ensure that the archaeological and architectural heritage of the county is not damaged either
through direct destruction or by unsympathetic developments. c) To support and promote architectural
vernacular skills training and facilities in the county.’

‘CDPI16.2 It is an objective of Clare County Council: a) To protect, as set out in the Record of
Protected Structures, all structures, which are of special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic,
cultural, scientific, social, or technical interest; and b) To review the Record of Protected Structures
periodically and add structures of special interest as appropriate, including significant elements of
Iindustrial, maritime or vernacular heritage and any twentieth century structures of merit.’

‘CDPI16.3 It is an objective of Clare County Council: To protect and preserve buildings and features of
industrial heritage such as mills, bridges, lighthouses and harbours, amongst others. Proposals for
refurbishment works to, or redevelopment/conversion of, these sites will be subject to a full architectural
and archaeological assessment together with an ecological assessment with respect to the presence of
protected species.’

‘CDPI6.4 1t is an objective of Clare County Council: a) To seek the retention, appreciation and
appropriate revitalisation of the vernacular heritage of County Clare, in towns, villages and rural areas,
by discouraging the replacement of good quality vernacular buildings with modern structures and by



% I( o xo D US Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, Co. Galway
l Ch. 24 Onshore Cultural Heritage - F - 2025.01.10 - 220404

protecting vernacular buildings where they contribute to the character of an area or settlement and/or
where they are rare examples of a structure type; b) To support proposals to refirbish vernacular
structures that are in a sub-standard or derelict condition, provided that: 1. Appropriate traditional
building materials and methods are used to carry out repairs to the historic fabric; II. Proposals for
extensions to vernacular structures are reflective and proportionate to the existing building and do not
erode the setting and design qualities of the original structure which make it attractive III. Direction for
the design is taken from the historic building stock of the area, though it can be expressed in
contemporary architectural language; and (c) To ensure that visitor pressures from tourism associated
with built and cultural heritage do not impact negatively on the capacity of local services (including
water, waste water) or facilities such as car parking.’

‘CDPI16.7 1t is an objective of Clare County Council: a) To advocate for greater financial assistance,
including the Built Heritage Investment Scheme and the Historic Structures Fund, for the maintenance
and improvement of architectural heritage in County Clare; b) To support community initiatives and
projects regarding preservation, presentation and access to archaeological heritage and underwater
cultural heritage, provided such are compatible with appropriate conservation policies and standards,
having regard to the guidance and advice of The Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage ¢) To provide advice and guidance to community groups, owners and occupiers with regards
to the maintenance and repair of buildings and structures of architectural heritage importance and to
promote initiatives by the Council, the Heritage Council, local communities, heritage property owners
and other stakeholders pursuing the maintenance and improvement of the architectural heritage; and d)
To undertake a risk assessment of the Archaeological and Architectural Heritage and Cultural Assets in
the county to assess the vulnerability and the risk to the historical environment from the impacts of
climate change and to help build resilience to these important assets.’

This section includes all relevant policies and objectives insofar as the Project is concerned.

‘CDPI06.8 1t is an objective of Clare County Council: a) To safeguard sites, features and objects of
archaeological interest generally; b) To secure the preservation (i.e. preservation in situ or in
exceptional cases preservation by record) of all archaeological monuments included in the Record of
Monuments and Places as established under Section 12 of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act,
1994, and of sites, features and objects of archaeological and historical interest generally; ¢) In securing
such preservation, to have regard to the advice and recommendations of the Department of the
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht; d) To have regard to the government publication Framework and
Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage 1999 in relation to protecting sites, features
and objects of archaeological interest; and e) To advocate for greater financial assistance for the
maintenance and improvement of features of archaeological interests in County Clare.’

‘CDPI16.9 1t is an objective of Clare County Council: To protect and preserve archaeological sites
discovered since the publication of the Record of Monuments and Places.’

‘CDPI6.10 1t is an objective of Clare County Council: To protect the Zones of Archaeological Potential
located within both urban and rural areas as identified in the Record of Monuments and Places.’

‘CDPI6.11 1t is an objective of Clare County Council: To ensure that decisions relating to development
(including infrastructure associated with broadband, telecommunications, renewable energy, major
road)/ rail infrastructure, flood relief schemes and other services) which may have implications for
Recorded Archaeological Monuments/Sites, Zones of Archaeological Potential or undiscovered
archaeology, are informed by an appropriate level of archaeological investigation undertaken by
qualified persons and the case of flood relief schemes have regard to archaeological Guidelines for
Flood Relief Schemes (DHLGH and OPW2022).”

‘CDPI16.12 1t is an objective of Clare County Council: To support the Climate Change Sectoral
Adaptation Plan for Built and Archaeological Heritage 2019, as published by the Department of
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Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and any subsequent guidance or plans for dealing with climate
change and archaeological heritage. The Council shall seek to: a) Promote awareness and the
appropriate adaptation of Igetedeadmththeseffech afitlilate and ar ch:
change; b) Identity the built and archaeological heritage in Local Authority ownership and areas at risk
from climate change including, but not necessarily restricted to, the Record of Monuments and Places,
Protected Structures and architectural conservation areas designated in the Development Plan; c)
Undertake climate change vulnerability assessments for the historic structures and sites in its area,
subject to resources and funding; d) Develop disaster risk reduction policies addressing direct and
Indirect risks to the built and archaeological heritage in its area; e) Develop resilience and adaptation
strategies for the built and archaeological heritage in its area; 1) Develop the skills capacity within the
Local Authority to address adaptation/mitigation/emergency management issues affecting historic
structures and sites in order to avoid inadvertent loss or damage in the course of climate change
adaptation or mitigation works.’

‘CDPI6.12 1t is an objective of Clare County Council: a) To raise awareness of and improve practice in
relation to archaeology in County Clare; and b) To promote the care and conservation of historic
graveyards throughout the county. Within the lifetime of the Plan it is an objective to prepare
conservation plans for a number of historical church and graveyard sites, with the objective of
identifying necessary works required to address the decay of the fabric of the sites.’

‘CDPI06.13 1t is an objective of Clare County Council a) To protect, preserve and promote the
archaeological value of underwater archaeological sites in rivers, lakes, coastal, marine, intertidal and
sub tidal environments; and b) To support the further exploration of the underwater archaeology of
County Clare, including the San Marcos project, and any subsequent projects that may arise during the
lifetime of this Plan.’

This section includes all relevant policies and objectives insofar as the Project is concerned.

‘CDPI6.14 1t is an objective of Clare County Council: (a) To conserve and enhance its cultural identity
and enable access to both culturally-distinct areas and facilities for cultural experiences; (b) To advocate
for investment in infrastructure and initiatives that develop the role of arts, heritage and culture and
employment opportunities in these sectors in County Clare including funding streams outlined in
‘“Project Ireland 2040 Investing2@a/ our(dhel Tares s iLat
delivery of actions under arts, heritage and cultural strategies in the county; (d) To ensure that decisions
relating to investment in arts, cultural and heritage infrastructure/facilities are informed by an
appropriate level of environmental assessment; and (e) To develop a vibrant cultural and creative sector
in County Clare as a key enabler of enterprise growth, innovation, regeneration, place-making and
community development, health and wellbeing and support measures under Culture 2025, Creative
Ireland Strategy 2017-2022 and the Action Plan for Rural Development.’

‘CDPI6.15 1t is an objective of Clare County Council a) To facilitate further development of and

extensions to museum, heritage centres and archives across the county; b) To ensure that the County

Mus eum’s collections and Iatethepublica)tlepomotanfvider ma t i on ar e
appreciation and understanding of the unique natural, cultural and archaeological heritage of the

County; d) To recognise and support the role of private and community facilities in making heritage

artefacts and information available to the public; and (e) To support the development of a network of

community arts and cultural hubs.’

‘CDPI16.17 1t is an objective of Clare County Council: a) To provide for the linguistic and cultural
heritage of the county through the provision of support for organisations involved in the continued
promotion and preservation of the Irish language and culture and the normalising of the use of Irish; b)
To work in a positive and encouraging way to create and maintain a bilingual environment in the
county, and to ensure the availability of opportunities for the use of spoken and written Irish. (c) To
support the implementation of the Language Plan for the Irish Language Network in Ennis.
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CDPI16.18 It is an objective of Clare County Council To support and facilitate the gathering, recording,
preservation and promotion of folklore and oral cultural heritage in the county and to work closely with

groups such as Cuimhneamh an Chlair to realise their objectives.’

No specific cultural heritage sites are identified in the CCDP. The undertaking of this Onshore Cultural

Heritage assessment of the Onshore Site complieswi t h  CI a r e Caforementipned@olicien c i 1 s

and objectives on archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage.
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Figure 24-1: Onshore Site location map.

248



“ I ( o > x 0 D U s Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, Co. Galway
l & Ch. 24 Onshore Cultural Heritage - F - 2025.01.10 - 220404

2414

242

2421

Statutory Consultations

The following bodies of relevance to this chapter were consulted, however, no responses pertaining to
the Onshore Site were received.

Table 24-2: List of heritage related consultees and responses.

Consultee Comment Where the comment has
been addressed in the EIAR

An Taisce No response No action required

Clare County No response No action required

Council - Heritage

Department

Department of A response pertaining to archaeology No action required

Housing, Local was received from the Development

Government and Applications Unit (DAU) of the

Heritage Department of Housing, Local

Government and Heritage (DHLGH)
but relates solely to the Offshore Site
and underwater cultural heritage. No
cultural heritage related responses were
received regarding the Onshore Site.

Galway City Council | No response No action required
- Heritage

Department

Galway County No response No action required
Council - Heritage

Department

Office of Public No response pertaining to cultural No action required
Works heritage

The Heritage Council | No response No action required

Assessment Methodology

The assessment of the archaeology, architecture and cultural heritage of the Onshore Site included
geographic information system (GIS) mapping, desk-based research and field inspection.

Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

GIS is a computer database which captures, stores, analyses, manages and presents data that is linked to
location. GIS is geographic information systems which includes mapping software and its application
with remote sensing, land surveying, aerial photography, mathematics, photogrammetry, geography and
tools that can be implemented with GIS software. GIS was used to manage the datasets relevant to the
archaeological and architectural heritage assessment and for the creation of all the maps in this section
of the report. This involved the overlaying of the relevant archaeological and architectural datasets on
georeferenced aerial photographs and road maps (sourced from ESRI Ireland), where available. The

249
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integration of this spatial information allows for the accurate measurement of distances of a proposed

development from archaeological and cultural heritage sites and the extraction of information on

‘monument types’ fr om t kaboradchitectmral sensitivity maythenbes of ar c ha e
highlighted in order to mitigate any potential significant adverse effects of a development on

archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage.

Desktop Assessment
The following sources were consulted as part of the desktop assessment for the Onshore Site:

The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP)

The Sites and Monuments Record (SMR)

National Monuments in State Care County Clare

The Topographical Files of the National Museum of Ireland
First edition Ordnance Survey maps (Tailte Eireann)
Second edition Ordnance Survey maps (Tailte Eireann)
Third edition Ordnance Survey maps (Tailte Eireann)
Aerial photographs (copyright of Tailte Eireann)
Excavations Database

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH)
Record of Protected Structures

VVVVVVVVVVV

Each of these are discussed in the following sections.

Record of Monuments and Places, Sites and Monuments
Record and National Monuments

A primary cartographic source and base-line data for the assessment was the consultation of SMR and
RMP for County Clare. All known recorded archaeological monuments are indicated on 6-inch
Ordnance Survey (OS) maps and are listed in these records. The SMR/RMP is not a complete record
of all monuments as newly discovered sites may not appear in the list or accompanying maps. In
conjunction with the consultation of the SMR and RMP the electronic database of recorded
monuments and SMRs (Historic Environment Viewer (HEV) which may be accessed at

www heritagedata.maps.arcgis.com was also consulted. The datasets of monuments as provided on the
HEV are updated on a regular basis. For the purposes of this assessment the HEV was last accessed on
11th November 2024.

A review of all National Monuments in State Care and those subject to Preservation Orders in Counties
Clare, Limerick and Galway was also undertaken as part of the assessment. The list of National
Monuments (National Monuments in State Care: Ownership & Guardianship Clare — 4% March 2009)
and those subject to a preservation order (Preservation Orders All Counties — I*' February 2010) as
provided on the National Monuments website (www.archaeology.ie) was last accessed on the 25th April
2024.

Cartographic Sources and Aerial Photography

The 1 (1829-41), gnd (1897-1913) and 3rd (1830s -1930s) edition OS maps for the area were consulted, as
was Tailte Fireann aerial photography.

Topographical Files - National Museum of Ireland

Details relating to finds of archaeological material and monuments in numerous townlands in the
country are contained in the topographical files held in the National Museum of Ireland. In order to
establish if any new or previously unrecorded finds had been recovered from the Onshore Site these
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files, as available on Heritage Maps (www.heritagemaps.ie), were consulted for each townland within
and immediately adjacent to the Onshore Site.

Information on archaeological sites is available in the published County Archaeological Inventory series
prepared by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH). The
archaeological inventories present summarised information on sites listed in the SMR/RMP and include
detail such as the size and location of particular monuments, as well as any associated folklore or local
information pertaining to each site. The inventories, however, do not account for all sites or items of
cultural heritage interest which are undiscovered at the time of their publication. Many sites have been
discovered since the publication of the Inventory Series, which have now been added to the Sites and
Monuments Record and the HEV.

The CCDP was consulted for the schedule of buildings (Record of Protected Structures) and items of
cultural, historical or archaeological interest which may be affected by the Onshore Site. The CCDP
also outlines policies and objectives relating to the protection of the archaeological, historical and
architectural heritage landscape of County Clare. The dataset for the Clare Record of Protected
Structures was added to the base mapping for the Onshore Site in order to accurately assess any
potential significant effects on such structures.

The Excavations Database is an annual account of all excavations carried out under license. The
database is available online at www.excavations.ie and includes excavations from 1985 to 2024. This
database was consulted on 25" April 2024 as part of the desktop research for this assessment to
establish if any archaeological excavations had been carried out within or near to the Onshore Site.

This source lists some of the architecturally significant buildings and items of cultural heritage and is
compiled on a county-by-county basis by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(DHLGH). The NIAH database (www.buildingsofireland.ie) was consulted for all townlands within and
adjacent to the Onshore Site. The NIAH survey has been published and the digital dataset was
downloaded on to the base mapping for the Onshore Site in April 2024. The NIAH is a state initiative
under the administration of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH)
and established on a statutory basis under the provisions of the Architectural Heritage (National
Inventory) and Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1999.

The purpose of the NIAH is to identify, record, and evaluate the post-1700 architectural heritage of
Ireland, uniformly and consistently as an aid in the protection and conservation of the built heritage.

No previous assessments were carried out on the Onshore Site.

The Onshore Site was subject to a walk-over survey and windscreen survey in December 2023 which
was carried out by Tobar Archaeological Services Ltd. A photographic and descriptive record was
made of the Onshore Site and any features of interest therein. The photographic record is included as
Appendix 24-1 of this EIAR. All SMR sites within the Onshore Site were inspected as well as any other
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relevant cultural heritage features. The site surveys carried out for this assessment are in line with the
scope of archaeological assessment as outlined in Section 3.6.4 of Frameworks and Principles for the
Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Government of Ireland, 1999).

No limitations were encountered during fieldwork.

The likely effects on the existing archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage environment are
assessed using the criteria as set out in the ‘Guidelines on the Information to be Contained in
Environmental I mp a(EPA May2022) heseafter referred oagthe FPA s 7
Guidelines, and detailed in Chapter 4 of this EIAR. The following terminology is used when describing
the likely effects of the Project from a Cultural Heritage perspective.

Direct effects arise where an archaeological heritage feature or site is physically
located within the footprint of the development whereby the removal of part, or all of
the feature or site is thus required.

Indirect effects may arise as a result of subsurface works undertaken outside the
footprint of the development, secondary environmental change such as a reduction in
water levels and visual impacts.

Cumulative effects arise when the addition of many impacts create a larger, more
significant impact.

Residual effects are the degree of environmental changes that will occur after the
proposed mitigation measures have been implemented.

Profound: Applies where mitigation would be unlikely to remove adverse effects.
Reserved for adverse, negative effects only. These effects arise where an
archaeological site is completely and irreversibly destroyed.

Very Significant: An effect which by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity
significantly alters most of the sensitive aspect of the environment.

Significant: An effect which by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity alters a
sensitive aspect of the environment. An effect like this would be where part of a site
would be permanently impacted upon, leading to a loss of character, integrity and
data about an archaeological site.

Moderate: A moderate effect arises where a change to an archaeological site is
proposed which though noticeable, is not such that the integrity of the site is
compromised, and which is reversible. This arises where an archaeological site can
be incorporated into a modern-day development without damage and that all
procedures used to facilitate this are reversible.

Slight: An effect which causes changes in the character of the environment which are
not high or very high and do not directly impact or affect an archaeological site.
Not Significant: An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the
environment but without significant consequences.

Imperceptible: An effect on an archaeological site capable of measurement but
without noticeable consequences.
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Methodology for the assessment of effects on visual
setting (indirect effects)

A standardised approach was utilised for the assessment of effects of visual setting (indirect effects)
according to types of monuments and cultural heritage assets which may have varying degrees of
sensitivity. As there are no defined distances or study areas from a proposed development within which
cultural heritage assets must be considered, those outlined below are based on professional judgement
and are considered appropriate in terms of the nature of the Onshore Site. This assessment does not
include visits to each and every site located within the relevant study area as this is considered to be
beyond the scope of this EIAR as they are mainly located on private lands to which the public have no
access. This is again based on professional judgement. The analysis used in the assessment of potential
effects on the visual setting of cultural heritage assets in the wider landscape of the 5km and 2km study
areas (see Table 24-3 below) considers the effects of the proposed OCC and any other above-ground
proposed infrastructure only. Such structures comprise the most prominent elements of the Onshore
Site from a visual perspective and have the most potential to give rise to significant, indirect, effects.
The OGC and other components of the Onshore Site are not deemed to be visually prominent, the
underground nature of the proposed cable negating potential visual effects.

While direct physical effects to a site or monument can easily be assessed in quantitative terms, the
assessment of effects on setting can be subjective and as such is a matter of qualitative, professional
judgement and experience. The study areas listed in Table 24-3 below were used in the assessment of
potential direct and indirect effects on Cultural Heritage. The distances used in the assessment of effects
are regarded as appropriate in terms of the nature and scale of the Onshore Site, in particular the
underground nature of the OGC and the scale of the OCC and are based on professional judgement.

Table 24-3 Distance from the Onshore Site to cultural heritage assets considered according to sensitivil

Cultural Heritage Asset OCC Study Area OGC Study Area
UNESCO World Heritage Sites | 5km 100m

(including tentative sites)

National Monuments (State 2km 100m

Ownership and Preservation

Order Sites)

Sites and Monuments and 2km 100m

Recorded Monuments, RPS

NIAH structures 2km 100m
Undesignated sites, if relevant 500m 100m

Existing Environment

Results of Field Inspection

No previously unrecorded archaeological monuments were noted within the Onshore Site during the
walk-over survey or windscreen survey. A photographic record of the Onshore Site is presented in
Appendix 24-1.
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Archaeological heritage includes UNESCO World Heritage Sites and those on the tentative list,
National Monuments in State Care and those which are subject to a preservation order, sites listed in
the RMP/SMR and newly discovered archaeological sites. Each of these are addressed in the following
sections. Sub-surface archaeology is also addressed in the assessment.

A number of documentary and cartographic sources (as listed in Section 24.2.2 above) were utilised in
order to ascertain the potential for the presence of architectural /cultural heritage features on or within
the area of the Onshore Site. Cultural heritage includes items such as buildings, farmhouses, gates,
bridges, piers, and stone field boundaries.

No UNESCO World Heritage Sites (WHS) or those on the Tentative list are located within the OCC
study area or within the OGC study area. The nearest WHS (Tentative list) comprises the royal site of
Cashel, Co. Tipperary which is situated over 100km to the south-east.

National Monuments are those recorded monuments which are in the ownership / guardianship of the
Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage. They are frequently referred to as being in
'State Care'. National Monuments also include those which are subject to a Preservation Order.

No National Monuments or those subject to a Preservation Order are located within the OCC study
area or within the OGC study area. The nearest National Monument comprises the Early Medieval
Ecclesiastical site on Scattery Island (Nat. Mon. No. 10) c. 5.1km to the west of the OCC and c. 5.2km
west of the OGC route (Figure 24-2). The monuments comprising the Early Medieval ecclesiastical site
are also subject to a Preservation Order (PO no. 1/1971). The 6 century ecclesiastical complex
includes the remains of six churches, graveyards and cross slabs whose foundation is attributed to St
Senan.

One of the churches (CL067-024013-) on Scattery Island is described on the Historic Environment
Viewer (HEV) as follows:

CL067-024013- : Church : SCATTERY ISLAND

Description: Situated on the highest point of Scattery Island on the SW perimeter of a natural circular

esker (Wth c. 15-20m; H up to 2m) and c. 200m SW of the cathedral (CLO67-024008-). Named
‘Knocknanangel’ t he ¢ hur cshidimEW 4.%m MSgektedims e 1 | s ¢t r uct
16.25m E-W; 6.48m N-S) in very poor condition with only the foundations and lower courses of the W,

N and E walls remaining. The S wall remains to a height of c. 2.2-3.9m and had a rubble core which is

exposed in a number of places. It has very large stones and is described by Westropp (199-02, 170) as

‘“of fine masonry, of wunusuwual size’ . There are two
towards the W end is reduced to its foundations. The second doorway (Wth 0.8m) with straight

ingoings is towards the E end of the S wall. There is a window embrasure (Wth 1.05m) between the two

doors but its window is robbed out. Cairn material outside this wall may be the remains of a structure

attached to the E doorway but no ground plan could be made out. The N wall is reduced to its

foundations except for a portion towards the E end. It had a centrally placed doorway (Wth 1.3m). A

grass-covered platform (c. 9m N-S; 7.2m E-W) defined by low scarps may have been a structure related

to the church. (Westropp 1897, 285-6) This is a national monument in state care, no. 10.

Compiled by: Mary Tunney. Date of upload: 19 September 2016

This monument is subject to a preservation order made under the National Monuments Acts 1930 to
2014 (PO no. 1/1971).
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Figure 24-2: Nearest National Monumenty/Monument subject to a Preservation Order to the OCC and OGC.
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24.32.3 Recorded Monuments

No recorded monuments are located within the footprint of the OLL, OCC or directly on the OGC
route. Six recorded monuments are located within the OGC study area, four of which comprise
redundant records (see Section 24.3.2.3.5 below). Thirty-three recorded monuments are located within
the OCC study area, some of which are also included in the six monuments within the OGC study
area. The monuments are listed in tables Table 24-4 and Table 24-5 below and shown on Figure 24-3
and Figure 24-6. The redundant records as listed in Table 24-4 comprise some of the closest
monuments to the OGC route, however, they are not regarded as being archaeological in nature and
do not have an associated Zone of Notification (ZoN).

The OGC extends through the ZoN around ringfort CL057-040— at Durha townland. The monument
description is not currently available on the Historic Environment Viewer (HEV) however the
Archaeological Survey of Ireland (ASI) file for the ringfort was consulted. The southern portion of the
ringfort is upstanding while the northern portion does not have any above ground remains. The ringfort
is depicted as a hachured sub-circular enclosure on the first and second edition OS maps. Using the
hachured extent of the ringfort as depicted on the second edition OS map the distance of the proposed
OGC route to same is c. 20m at its closest point where the route extends adjacent to a farm track to the
north-east of the monument. Further to the north the OGC route is 24m from the projected outer extent
of the monument and at the east c. 26m from the outer extent of same. OGC

Table 244 Recorded monuments within 100m of the OGC.

DISTANCE TO

OGC (m)

CL067- | CLOONEY | 5024 | 653 | Redundant 6
074— LISSAUN 22 851 | record

CL067- | DYSERT 5022 | 654 | Redundant 12
075— (Clonderala | 82 531 | record

w By.)
CL057- | PARKNAM | 5007 | 656 | Redundant 26
062— ONEY 76 300 | record
CL046- | DOONMO | 4947 | 665 | Redundant 29
035— RE 78 566 | record

CL057- | DURHA 4999 | 657 | Ringfort - rath 20

040— 52 094
CL067- | BALLYMA | 5026 | 652 | Earthwork 68
035— CRINAN 34 755

Table 24-5: Recorded monuments within Zkm of the OCC.

DISTANCE TO

OCC (m)

CL067- | BALLYMA | 5024 | 652 | Ringfort - rath 144
034— CRINAN 15 943

24-16
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DISTANCE TO
OCC (m)

CL067- | BALLYMA | 5026 | 652 | Earthwork 360
035— CRINAN 34 755
CL067- | CLOONEY | 5027 | 653 | Ringfort - rath 431
036— LISSAUN 69 632
CL067- | BALLYMA | 5022 | 652 | Ringfort - rath 445
033— CRINAN 24 639
CL067- | CLOONEY | 5024 | 653 | Redundant 556
074— LISSAUN 22 851 | record
CL067- | BALLYMA | 5019 | 652 | Earthwork 701
030— CRINAN 40 477
CL067- | MOYNE 5013 | 653 | Fulacht fia 958
070— 07 170
CL067- | BALLYMA | 5035 | 653 | Ringfort - rath 982
037— CRINAN 09 167
CL067- | DYSERT 5017 | 654 | Ringfort - rath 1021
029— (Clonderala | 71 206

w By.)
CL067- | MOYNE 5014 | 652 | Ringfort - rath 1054
026— 97 397
CL067- | DYSERT 5021 | 654 | Ringfort - rath 1059
032— (Clonderala | 92 365

w By.)
CL067- | MOYNE 5012 | 653 | Enclosure 1078
069— 07 046
CL067- | MOYNE 5013 | 652 | Redundant 1103
062— 57 508 | record
CL067- | DYSERT 5015 | 654 | Quarry 1109
063— (Clonderala | 63 174

w By.)
CL067- | DYSERT 5019 | 654 | Earthwork 1128
031— (Clonderala | 72 399

w By.)
CL067- | CARROWD | 5036 | 652 | Enclosure 1137
067— OTIA 51 910

NORTH
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DISTANCE TO
OCC (m)

CL067- | BALLYNO | 5014 | 654 | Ringfort - rath 1166
027— TE EAST 35 136
CL067- | MOYNE 5011 | 652 | Redundant 1176
064— 45 864 | record
CL067- | DYSERT 5022 | 654 | Redundant 1224
075— (Clonderala | 82 531 | record

w By.)
CL067- | CARROWD | 5037 | 652 | Ringfort - rath 1225
038— OTIA 43 932

NORTH
CL067- | CARROWD | 5038 | 652 | Souterrain 1319
039002- | OTIA 23 839

NORTH
CL067- | CARROWD | 5038 | 652 | Ringfort - cashel | 1333
039001- | OTIA 37 838

NORTH
CL067- | CARROWD | 5038 | 652 | Hut site 1344
039003- | OTIA 48 837

NORTH
CL067- | CARROWD | 5036 | 652 | Ringfort - rath 1347
040— OTIA 65 375

NORTH
CL067- | FEAGARR | 5017 | 654 | Ringfort - rath 1355
028— OGE 32 557
CL067- | BALLYMA | 5039 | 653 | Earthwork 1420
044— CRINAN 31 375
CL067- | BALLYNO | 5007 | 653 | Ringfort - rath 1465
025— TE EAST 95 426
CL067- | CARROWD | 5037 | 652 | Ringfort - rath 1527
041— OTIA 92 241

SOUTH
CL067- | CARROWD | 5038 | 652 | Ringfort - rath 1572
042— OTIA 78 292

SOUTH
CL067- | BALLYMA | 5042 | 653 | Redundant 1709
046— CRINAN 17 433 | record

24-18
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DISTANCE TO

OCC (m)

CL067- | CARROWD | 5040 | 652 | Ringfort - rath 1748
043— OTIA 07 165
SOUTH

CL067- | CARROWD | 5042 | 652 | Ringfort - rath 1818

045— OTIA 01 385

NORTH
CL067- | FEAGARR | 5005 | 654 | Enclosure 1935
013— OGE 54 230

An overview of the broad periods represented by the recorded monuments within the OGC study area
and within the OCC study area is presented below.

24.3.2.31The Prehistoric Period

The prehistoric period is represented by only one monument, a fulacht fia, which is situated over 900m
from the OCC.

Fulacht fia comprise a horseshoe-shaped or kidney-shaped mound consisting of fire-cracked stone and
charcoal-enriched soil built up around a sunken trough located near or adjacent to a water supply, such
as a stream or spring, or in wet marshy areas. The first recorded use of the Irish term 'fulacht fiadh/fia'
(cooking pit of the deer or of the wild) as relating to ancient cooking sites was in the 17th century. They
are generally interpreted to have been associated with cooking and date primarily to the Bronze Age (c.
2400-500 BC).

243232 The Early Medieval Period

The Early Medieval period is represented by the largest number of monuments (22) which occur within
the OCC study area and within the OGC study area. They comprise enclosures, ringforts (including a
cashel) and a souterrain. Enclosures consist of an area defined by an enclosing element (e.g. bank, wall,
fosse, scarp), or indicated as such cartographically, and occurring in a variety of shapes and sizes,
possessing no diagnostic features which would allow classification within another monument category.
They may date to any period from prehistory onwards. Enclosures with a diameter greater than 70m
should be classed as Large Enclosure. Ringforts are a roughly circular or oval area surrounded by an
earthen bank with an external fosse. Some examples have two (bivallate) or three (trivallate) banks and
fosses, but these are less common and have been equated with higher status sites belonging to upper
grades of society. They functioned as residences and/or farmsteads and broadly date from 500 to 1000
AD.

Souterrains consist of an underground structure consisting of one or more chambers connected by
narrow passages or creepways, usually constructed of drystone-walling with a lintelled roof over the
passages and a corbelled roof over the chambers. Most souterrains appear to have been built in the
early medieval period by ringfort inhabitants (c. 500 - 1000 AD) as a defensive feature and/or for
storage.

The nearest recorded monument to the proposed OCC comprises a ringfort CLO67-034— which is
situated c. 125m to the south (Figure 24-7).

24-19
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Monuments which may not be readily assigned to a particular time period include earthworks and hut
sites. Four earthworks are located within 2km of the OCC with one of these also within 100m of the
OGC. Earthworks comprise an anomalous earthen structure, usually raised and occurring in a variety
of shapes and sizes, that on field inspection was found to possess no diagnostic features which would
allow classification within another monument category. They may date to any period from prehistory
onwards.

One hut site is located within 2km of the OCC. Hut sites comprise a structure, usually discernible as a
low, stone foundation or earthen bank enclosing a circular, oval or sub-rectangular area, generally less
then 5m in maximum dimension. The remains are generally too insubstantial to classify as a house, but
the majority probably functioned as dwellings. They may date to any period from prehistory (c. 8000
BC - AD 400) to the medieval period (5th-16th centuries AD).

One quarry is located within 2km of the OCC. As the name implies it comprises an area where stone,
sand, gravel or clay was previously extracted. It is likely to be post-medieval (1550-1800) or modern
(1800 onwards) in date.

Six redundant records are located within the OCC study area and within the OGC study area. Three of
those within the OGC study area are also within the OCC study area. Records classed as 'Redundant
record' are those that fulfil one or more of the following criteria (National Monuments Service
Monument Class and Scope Notes, 2023):

(1) a record identifying a location where, according to documentary sources (e.g.,
published reference, cartographic sources) or personal communication, a monument
might have existed, but which, on inspection, was found not to be an archaeological
monument (e.g. a natural feature);

(2) a record classified using a term which is now obsolete (e.g. ecclesiastical remains);
(3) a record created in error, a duplicate record or one which has no supporting
evidence recorded on file or in the database;

(4) an archaeological object (i.e. an artefact), e.g. a quernstone;

(5) a record entered as a ‘Shipwreck'. Shipwrecks are recorded in a separate database.
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Figure 24-3 Overview of recorded monuments within 100m of the OGC.
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Figure 24-4: Detail of proposed OGC in relation to ringfort CLO57-040— and associated ZoN.
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Figure 24-5: Ringfort CLO57-040— as depicted on second edition 25-inch OS map.
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Figure 24-6: Recorded monuments within Zkm of the OCC.
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Figure 24-7: Nearest recorded monument CLO07-034— Ringfort — rath to south of proposed OCC.
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No previously unrecorded monuments were noted within the footprint of the OLL, along the OGC
route or within the footprint of the OCC during the site walk-over survey, windscreen survey or desktop
assessment process.

The database of excavations carried out in Ireland (www.excavations.ie) was consulted for any such
licensed work which took place on or adjacent to the Onshore Site. The database was accessed on the
26th April 2024. Three entries were returned as follows; however, none produced any archaeological
findings.

2004:0177 - MOANMORE SOUTH, Clare

County: Clare Site name: MOANMORE SOUTH

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 04E1051

Author: Ed Danaher

Site type: No archaeology found

Period/Dating: N/A

ITM: E 498593m, N 659895m

Archaeological work was carried out in association with a proposed wind farm at Moanmore South,
Kilrush, Co. Clare. Monitoring of the groundworks associated with the construction of seven wind
turbines and the laying of cables connecting these turbines to the nearby ESB substation was carried out
during the topsoil-stripping phase of this development. No archaeological features or deposits were
recovered during these works.

2015:445 - Tullabrack and Moanmore South, Clare

County: Clare Site name: Tullabrack and Moanmore South

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 15E0107

Author: Laurence Dunne

Site type: No archaeology found

Period/Dating: —

ITM: E 499374m, N 658700m

Testing excavations were undertaken at Tullabrack and Moanmore South townlands c. 5km north of
Kilrush, Co. Clare, with regard to a planning application to construct a proposed wind farm. A series of
eighteen test trenches (T1-18) were excavated with negative results.

2015:559 - Doonmore (Doonbeg Castle), Clare

County: Clare Site name: Doonmore (Doonbeg Castle)

Sites and Monuments Record No.: CLO46-019002 (castle) & CL0O46-019001- (promontory fort) Licence
number: 15E0183

Author: Frank Coyne

Site type: No archaeology found

Period/Dating: —

ITM: E 496165m, N 666598m

Monitoring was carried out of the excavation of fence posts at Doonmore to replace an earlier fence
that had been destroyed due to storms. Nothing of an archaeological nature was uncovered during the
works.

The topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland on www.heritagemaps.ie was consulted on
the 26% April 2024 for archaeological finds from the townlands within or adjacent to the Onshore Site.
No finds are recorded within the OLL, OCC or directly on the OGC route. The nearest find spot
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shown on www heritagemaps.ie is located c. 4.6km to the east of the proposed OGC in Carrowmore
townland and comprises a bone point and stone object (Reg. 1960:507-9).

National Museum Point: Seg. Bone Point; Bone Point (frag); Conical Stone Object
Name 1960:507-9
Object Type Seg. Bone Point; Bone Point (frag); Conical Stone Object

Due to the greenfield nature and the extent of groundworks associated with the construction phase of
the Onshore Site at the OLL and the OCC, it is possible that previously unrecorded sub-surface
archaeological finds, features or deposits are located within the Onshore Site. The potential therefore
exists that sub-surface archaeological sites or features, if present within those areas, may be directly
affected by construction phase activities. The OGC is largely located along the public road network, on
which the sub-surface archaeological potential is regarded as low. The OGC also extends through some
greenfield areas at Killard and Doonmore townlands towards the northern end of the route and at
Durha, Ballykett and Parknamoney townlands further to the south. Such greenfield areas also have the
potential for sub-surface archaeological features or deposits which may be directly affected by ground
works associated with the construction stage of the Onshore Site. Mitigation measures to ameliorate this
potential effect are detailed in Section 24.4 below.

No archaeological landscapes have been formally identified or designated in the Clare CDP 2023-2029.

Clare County Development Plan (CCDP) identifies Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs)
designated in 30 historic town and village cores in Clare. One such ACA is located in Kilrush,
however, the Onshore Site does not extend through same.

No Protected Structures are located within the footprint of the OLL, OCC or directly on the OGC

route. Furthermore, no Protected Structures are located within the OGC study area or within the OCC

study area. The nearest Protected Structure to the OCC comprises S t I my’ s Church (RPS Ref
Carrowdotia North, which is located just over 2km to the south-east of same (Figure 24-8). The nearest

Protected Structure to the OGC route comprises the remains of the 19th century Vandeleur Estate

(Kilrush House) (RPS Ref. 873) comprising Terret Lodge, stone bridge, gateway with four limestone

ashlar piers, cast-iron gates and gateway with six cut-stone piers located c. 550m south-west of the route

at the east side of Kilrush (Figure 24-9).

The Planning department of Clare County Council was consulted regarding Proposed Protected
Structures (PPS). A list of PPS is not currently available for public consultation and will be published by
Clare County Council in the next draft Development Plan in 2027.
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Figure 24-8: Nearest Protected Structure (RPS Ref. 109) to the OCC location.
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Figure 24-9: Nearest Protected Structure (Ref. 873) to proposed OGC route
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24.3211 NIAH Structures and Historic Gardens

No NIAH structures or Historic Gardens are located within the footprint of the OLL, OCC or directly
on the OGC route. Furthermore, no NIAH structures are located within the OGC study area or within
the OCC study area.

The nearest NIAH structure tothe OCCc ompr i s es St 1204§6719) whCthismlsoah ( Re g .
Protected Structure (Ref. 169) (See Section 24.3.2.10 above) (Figure 24-11). It is described in the NIAH
(www.buildingsofireland.ie) as follows:

Description
Freestanding cruciform-plan double-height Roman Catholic church, built c, 1830, with three-bay side
elevations having two-bay transepts and single-bay single-storey sacristy to rear. Fitched slate and
artificial slate roof with wrought-iron finials, stone and red brick chimneystack to sacristy. Roughcast
rendered walls. Lancet openings with replacement uPVC windows. Circular opening to gable with
replacement uPVC window. Timber matchboard glazed doors. Retaining interior features. Belfty to
rear. Metal gates and rendered piers set in metal railings with rendered plinth.

Plate 24-1: St I my’ s Ch ur c h(photicbufds offverygbuildifgsblitelhutd ie)l 9 )

The nearest NIAH structure to the OGC route comprises a gate lodge (Reg. 20301212) which is part of
the Kilrush House estate (Kilrush House is no longer extant) located c. 550m to the south-west (Figure
24-9). The lodge is part of the protected structure Ref. 873 (see Section 24.3.2.10 above) and is
described in the NIAH (www.buildingsofireland.ie) as follows:

Description

Remains of Kilrush House estate, built 1808; burnt 1857, including: Detached three-bay single-storey
coursed rubble stone gate lodge with single-bay single-storey limestone cut-stone gabled projecting
porch to centre, flanked by open verandas with limestone cutstone octagonal-profile columns. Gateway
with four limestone cut-stone piers having neo-Egyptian-style panelled piers and castiron gates. Section
of rubble stone walled garden with segmental-arch opening having bellcote above. Gateway with six
cut-stone piers having rubble stone curved walls and castiron gates.

24-30
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Plate 24-2: Gate lodge NIAH Reg. 20301212 and associated gates which were part of Kilrush House estate (photo courtesy of
www. buildingsofireland.ie).
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Figure 24-10: Nearest NIAH structure (Reg. 20301212) to proposed OGC route.
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Figure 24-11: Nearest NIAH structure (Reg. 20406719) to the OCC location.
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Cartographic Evidence and Local Cultural Heritage

The available historic Ordnance Survey maps were consulted for any items of cultural heritage merit
that may be located within the footprint of the proposed Onshore Site. Field survey and a windscreen
survey also assisted in determining if any such features were located in the vicinity of any Onshore Site
infrastructure. This was carried out in accordance with desktop research which may be included in an
archaeological and cultural heritage assessment (Framework and Principles for the Protection of the
Archaeological Heritage, 2009) and on the basis of professional judgement regarding the assessment of
the Onshore Site.

The early Ordnance Survey maps are an unrivalled source for the period immediately before the Great
Irish Famine (1847-50) when the population was at the highest level ever recorded in Ireland. The first
and second edition OS maps were consulted for any potential items of cultural heritage merit on the
proposed Onshore Site. Seven such features (CH1-CH7) were noted and are listed in Table 24-6 and
shown on (Figure 24-12, Figure 24-13, Figure 24-14, Figure 24-15, Figure 24-16, Figure 24-17, Figure 24-
18 and Figure 24-19). The first and second edition OS maps depict the proposed OLL as land divided
into fields for agricultural purposes. A small settlement (CH1) is depicted on both editions c. 42m to the
north-west of the proposed temporary construction compound in Killard townland. It comprises a
ruinous stone structure which is separated from the proposed temporary construction compound by a
field boundary. The remaining potential items of local cultural heritage merit (CH2-CH7) are located
along the proposed OGC and comprise unnamed bridges (CH2, CH4 and CH7), a culvert (CH5), a
level crossing along a disused railway (CH3) and a cottage (CH6). It is proposed to utilise horizontal
directional drilling (HDD) at bridges CH4 and CH?7, with either flatbed or trefoil crossing formation to
be utilised at CH2. Direct effects to bridge structures are not anticipated (see Section 24.4.3.8 below).

The level crossing (CH3) was located on the now dismantled South Clare Railway and no upstanding
features pertaining to same were visible during the windscreen survey. The South Clare Railway was
opened in 1892 and ran for 26 miles from Milltown Malbay to Kilkee and Kilrush. Both the South
Clare and West Clare Railways were absorbed into the Great Southern Railway in 1925 and later
closed in 1961.

The cottage (CH6) is located in Durha townland and comprises a roadside structure which is indicated
on the second edition OS map. It is located c. 4.5m south-east of the proposed OGC route at the south
side of a narrow public road. Direct effects to the cottage as a result of the OGC are not anticipated.

Table 24-6: CH features.

CH1 494282 667683 Ruinous stone
structure

CH2 497369 660315 Bridge - concrete

CH3 497538 659997 Level Crossing

CH4 498269 658422 Bridge

CH5 498901 657089 Culvert -
concrete

CH6 499694 657359 Cottage

CH7 501257 655432 Bridge
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Figure 24-12: Overview of location of CH features
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Figure 24-13: Location of CHI to north-west of temporary construction compound at the OLL.
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Figure 24-14: CHI as depicted on second edition 25inch OS map.
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Figure 24-15: CH2 and CH3 as depicted on second edition OS map.
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Figure 24-16: CH4 as depicted on second edition OS map.
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Figure 24-18: CHO as depicted on second edition OS map.
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Figure 24-19: CH7 as depicted on second edition OS map.
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24.3.213Townlands and administrative boundaries

Townland name may indicate the presence of archaeological features within a development site.
Logainm.ie was utilised to ascertain the origin of the townland names within the proposed Onshore Site

(Table 247).

Table 24-7 Townlands within the Onshore Site and their meanings.

Townland

Logainm Meaning

Feagarroge

Fiadh gearr6g, 'land of the short ridges'

Moanmore Lower (An Mhéin Mhor iochtarach)

Great bog

Clooneylissaun (Cluain Ui Ghliasain)

No specific meaning provided. Cluain is a
meadow

Moanmore South (An Mhéin Mhor Theas) Great bog
Dysert (An Diseart) Hermitage
Moanmore Upper (An Mhéin Mhér Uachtarach) | Great bog
Durha Oak field

Carrowmore South (An Cheathrt Mhor Theas)

Large quarter

Ballykett

O'Keith's town

Moanmore North (An Mhé6in Mhér Thuaidh)

Great bog

Doonmore (An Dan Moér)

Large dun, or fort

Carnaun (An Carnan)

A heap

Einagh (An tAonach)

A place abounding in ivy

Kilcarroll Carroll's church
Tullaher (Tulaigh Thoir) East hill
Killard (Cill Ard) High church

Ballymacrinan (Baile Mhic Dhroighneain)

No specific meaning provided

Parknamoney (Pairc na muine) Field of the shrubbery
Carrowdotia North (An Cheathrtt Dhoite Quarterland
Thuaidh)

Carrowdotia South (An Cheathriit Dhoite Theas) | Quarterland
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224 Likely Significant Effects and Associated
Mitigation Measures

2441 Do Nothing Scenario

The ‘Do Nothing” a1l t to thexQnshdrewSiee would be to leave the site as it is, with no changes to

the current land-use practices of low-intensity agriculture, and transport along the public road corridor.

In doing so, the environmental effects in terms of emissions are likely to be neutral. However, the

opportunity to capture the available renewable ener
grid would be lost, as would the opportunity to contribute to meeting Government and EU targets for

the production and consumption of electricity from renewable resources and the reduction of

greenhouse gas emissions.

2442 Construction Phase Potential Effects (Indirect)

Indirect effects, in terms of archaeology, architectural and cultural heritage are considered to be those
effects which happen away from the Onshore Site. This includes effects on visual setting of any cultural
heritage assets in the wider landscape.

24421 Features of Local Cultural Heritage Merit

Identification of Effect

One item of local cultural heritage merit (CH1) is located within c. 42m of the OLL, outside the EIAR
Site Boundary. It comprises an upstanding but ruinous stone structure which is likely to be 19" century
in date. It is located to the north-west of a proposed temporary construction compound. A change to
the wider setting of the structure as a result of the works associated with the temporary construction
compound at the OLL is acknowledged but is regarded as not significant and short-term, which is Not
Significant.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are necessary to mitigate this effect.

Residual Effect

Since no mitigation measures are being proposed, the residual effect will remain the same as the pre-
mitigation effect, i.e. not significant and short-term.

Significance of Effects

The overall significance of effect will be not significant and short-term, which is Not Significant.

2443 Construction Phase Potential Effects (Direct)

Direct effects refert o a “ physi cal i mpact’ on a monument or sit

development may consist of earthmoving activities such as topsoil removal and excavation works as
part of the construction phase. This may have a number of potential negative effects on the known and
potential archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage. These are outlined below with the
suggested mitigation measures.
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No UNESCO World Heritage Sites (WHS) or those on the Tentative list are located within the OCC
study area or within the OGC study area. The nearest WHS (Tentative list) comprises the royal site of
Cashel, Co. Tipperary which is situated over 100km to the south-east.

No direct effects to such assets as a result of the proposed works at the Onshore Site are therefore
identified.

No National Monuments or those subject to a Preservation Order are located within the OCC study
area or within the OGC study area. The nearest National Monument comprises the Early Medieval
Ecclesiastical site on Scattery Island (Nat. Mon. No. 10) c. 5.1km to the west of the OCC and c. 5.2km
west of the OGC route. No direct effects to such assets as a result of the proposed works at the Onshore
Site are therefore identified.

No recorded monuments are located within the footprint of the OLL, OCC or directly on the OGC
route. Six recorded monuments are located within the OGC study area, four of which comprise
redundant records. Thirty-three recorded monuments are located within the OCC study area. As no
recorded monuments are located within the footprint of the Onshore Site, direct effects to such
monuments as a result of the proposed works at the Onshore Site are not identified. Mitigation
measures pertaining to ringfort CL057-040— which is located c. 20m from the proposed OGC route are
detailed below.

The OGC route extends through the ZoN around ringfort CL057-040— at Durha townland. The
southern portion of the ringfort is upstanding while the northern portion does not have any above-
ground remains. At its closest point, the OGC route is located c. 19m from the outer enclosing element
of the ringfort where the route extends adjacent to a farm track to the north-east of the monument.
While no direct effects to the ringfort are identified, some mitigation is proposed in order to avoid
accidental damage to the monument during the construction stage of the Onshore Site. It is noted that
there are no direct effects, and therefore no Significant effects on the ringfort are envisaged. However,
accidental damage may arise during construction. The mitigation measures to avoid accidental damage
are listed below:

A buffer zone measuring 15m will be established around ringfort CL057-040— prior
to the commencement of construction works. The buffer will comprise durable
temporary fencing with ‘keep out’ signage.
associated signage will be included in the Onshore CEMP (Appendix 5-16).

No ground works or storage of materials or tracking of machinery will take place
within the buffer zone.

Monitoring of ground works associated with the OGC route where it extends through
the ZoN for ringfort CL057-040—. The monitoring will be carried out under licence
from the National Monuments Service (NMS).

A report on the monitoring will be compiled on completion of the work and
submitted to the Planning Authority and the NMS.

Further mitigation including preservation in situ (avoidance), preservation by record
(excavation) may be required depending on the results of the monitoring.
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Any archaeological sites/features, if detected, during archaeological monitoring will be preserved by
record (archaeologically excavated) or preserved in-situ (avoidance) and therefore a full record made of
same. In this regard, the potential effect after the implementation of the mitigation measures will be Not
Significant.

The overall significance of effects on Recorded Monuments will be Not Significant.

Due to the greenfield nature and the extent of groundworks associated with the construction phase of
the Onshore Site at the OLL and the OCC, it is possible that previously unrecorded sub-surface
archaeological finds, features or deposits are located within the Onshore Site. The potential therefore
exists that sub-surface archaeological sites or features, if present within those areas, may be directly
affected by construction phase activities.

The OGC is largely located along the public road network, on which the sub-surface archaeological
potential is regarded as low. The OGC route does, however, also extend through greenfield areas at
Killard and Doonmore townlands towards the northern end of the route, and at Durha, Ballykett and
Parknamoney townlands further to the south. Such greenfield areas have the potential for sub-surface
archaeological features or deposits which may be directly affected by ground works associated with the
construction stage of the Onshore Site. The potential effect on sub-surface archaeological finds and
features, should they exist, as a result of ground works associated with the construction stage of the
proposed Onshore Site are likely to be direct, negative and permanent in the absence of appropriate
mitigation measures. This effect is considered Significant.

Potential effects as a result of construction works taking place within the Zone of Notification (ZoN)
around recorded monuments has been identified in Section 24.4.3.3 above with appropriate mitigation
measures proposed.

Pre-development archaeological testing of the OLL, greenfield sections of the OGC
route and OCC. The testing will be carried out under licence from the National
Monuments Service.

A report on the testing will be compiled on completion of the work and submitted to
the NMS and the Planning Authority.

Further mitigation including preservation in situ (avoidance), preservation by record
(excavation), buffer zones may be required depending on the results of the testing.
Archaeological monitoring of all groundworks carried out in greenfield areas of the
Onshore Site during the construction stage of the Onshore Site by a licensed
archaeologist.

A report on the monitoring will be compiled on completion of the work and
submitted to the NMS and the Planning Authority.

Further mitigation including preservation in situ (avoidance), preservation by record
(excavation), buffer zones may be required depending on the results of the
monitoring.
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Any archaeological sites/features, if detected, during testing and/or monitoring will be preserved by
record (archaeologically excavated) or preserved in-situ (avoidance) and therefore a full record made of
same. In this regard, the potential effect after the implementation of the mitigation measures will be not
significant.

The overall significance of effects will be Not Significant.

No newly recorded monuments were detected within the Onshore Site. No direct effects to such
monuments are therefore identified.

No Protected Structures are located within the footprint of the OLL, OCC or directly on the OGC
route. Furthermore, no Protected Structures are located within the OGC study area or within the OCC
study area. No direct effects to such structures are therefore identified.

No NIAH structures or Historic Gardens are located within the footprint of the OLL, OCC or directly
on the OGC route. Furthermore, no NIAH structures are located within the OGC study area or within
the OCC study area. No direct effects to such structures or gardens are therefore identified.

Following a review of the available cartographic sources and field survey/windscreen survey, seven
features of local cultural heritage merit (CH1-CH7) were noted within the Onshore Site. CH1 comprises
a ruinous stone structure located c. 25m 42m to the north-west of the proposed temporary construction
compound in Killard townland. The remaining potential items of local cultural heritage merit (CH2-
CHY) are located along the proposed OGC and comprise unnamed bridges (CH2, CH4 and CH7), a
culvert (CH)), a level crossing along a disused railway (CH3) and a cottage (CHO). It is proposed to
utilise HDD at bridges CH4 and CH7, with either flatbed or trefoil crossing formation to be utilised at
CH2. The culvert CH7 is now of concrete and of limited cultural heritage merit. Direct effects to any
bridges or culverts are not anticipated.

No direct effects to the ruinous stone structure (CHI1) to the west of the OLL are identified as it is not
located within the footprint of the proposed temporary construction compound.

No direct effects to the roadside cottage (CH6) are identified given that the OGC will extend along the
adjacent public road.

The level crossing (CH3) associated with the now dismantled South Clare Railway is located on the
proposed OGC route. It does not appear to have any extant above-ground features, however, features
associated with the railway or level crossing may survive beneath the road surface. Should such features
survive, construction works associated with the OGC have the potential to have a direct effect on same.
In the absence of mitigation measures the effect is likely to be direct, negative, permanent and
significant.
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Archaeological monitoring of ground works associated with the OGC where it
extends across the level crossing of the South Clare Railway.

A report on the monitoring will be compiled on completion of the work and be
submitted to the Planning Authority and the NMS.

The implementation of the mitigation measures as outlined above will ensure that the residual effects
will be not significant.

The overall significance of effects will be Not Significant.

Indirect effects are where a feature or site of archaeological, architectural heritage merit or their setting
is located in close proximity to a proposed development. Indirect effects here are mainly concerned
with effects on setting of cultural heritage sites.

Effects on settings of sites may arise when a development is proposed immediately adjacent to a
recorded monument or cluster of monuments. While the Onshore Site may not physically affect a site,
it may alter the setting of a monument or group of monuments. There is no standardised industry-wide
approach for assessing the degree of effect on the setting of a monument. For purposes of assessing
visual effects on setting, the uniqueness of the monuments, the potential interrelationships of
monuments, the inter-visibility of monuments, visual dominance and whether a setting is altered or
unaltered can be used to assess effects. The nature and dominance of the Onshore Site is also taken
into consideration and the topography within which the Onshore Site is located. Operational effects are
considered largely as a result of the proposed OCC given that the infrastructure at the proposed OLL
will be below ground and the construction compounds will be temporary. Furthermore, the OGC will
also be underground and is not considered to be capable of having a visual effect on archaeological or
cultural heritage receptors.

It should be noted that all impacts on setting as a result from the operation and maintenance of the
Offshore Site are assessed within Chapter 17 — Marine Archaeology and Cultural Heritage.

No UNESCO World Heritage Sites (WHS) or those on the Tentative list are located within the OCC or
OGC study area. The nearest WHS (Tentative list) comprises the royal site of Cashel, Co. Tipperary
which is situated over 100km to the south-east. No potential effects to the setting of such sites as a result
of the proposed Onshore Site are therefore identified.

No National Monuments or those subject to a Preservation Order are located within the OCC study
area. The nearest National Monument comprises the Early Medieval Ecclesiastical site on Scattery
Island (Nat. Mon. No. 10) c. 5.1km to the west of the OCC. Given the distance of the National
Monument from the proposed OCC and the presence of intervening natural screening and topography
no potential visual effects to same are identified.
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Thirty-three recorded monuments are located within the OCC study area. The nearest of these
comprises a ringfort (CL067-034—) which is located c. 125m to the south. The ringfort may be regarded
as a low-visibility monument and intervening screening in the form of existing field boundaries
currently screens the monument from view. While the introduction of the OCC will result in a change
to the wider setting in which this and the other monuments within the 2km study area are located, no
effects to their immediate setting will occur. In reality the effect will be less severe due to natural
screening, boundaries, buildings and vegetation, which will alleviate if not remove the impact on setting
altogether. Furthermore, some monuments may not be readily visible in the landscape which further
ameliorates potential effects on setting. Additionally, many of these monuments are located on private
land which are not formally accessible to the public. The overall significance of effects on recorded
monuments is regarded as Not Significant.

It is noted that natural screening, boundaries, buildings and vegetation will potentially screen some
visual effects. Furthermore, woodland planting around the perimeter of the OCC is proposed as part of
the Landscape Management Plan for the Onshore Site. This in addition to the already existing natural
screening will ameliorate effects to the wider setting of recorded monuments in the OCC study area.

The residual effect after the implementation of mitigation measures will be Not Significant-
Imperceptible.

The overall significance of effect will be Not Significant-Imperceptible and no significant effects are
identified.

No newly recorded monuments were detected within the proposed Onshore Site therefore no potential
visual effects to this aspect of the cultural heritage resource are identified.

Potential visual effects to sub-surface archaeology which may exist within the Onshore Site are negated
by the sub-surface nature of such features that do not have any above-ground elements on which the
Onshore Site will have a visual effect.

No Protected Structures are located within the footprint of the OLL, OCC or directly on the OGC

route. Furthermore, no Protected Structures are located within the OGC study area or within the OCC

study area. The nearest Protected Structure to the OCCc o mpr i s e s St I my’ s Church (R
Carrowdotia North which is located just over 2km to the south-east of same. Given the distance of the

church from the OCC and the presence of intervening natural screening and topography no potential

visual effects to same are identified.
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NIAH Structures and Historic Gardens

No NIAH structures or Historic Gardens are located within the footprint of the OLL, OCC or directly

on the OGC route. Furthermore, no NIAH structures are located within the OGC study area or within

the OCC study area. The nearest NIAH structure is also St I m
which is located just over 2km to the south-east. Given the distance of the church from the OCC and

the presence of intervening natural screening and topography no potential visual effects to same are

identified.

Cumulative Effects

Cumulative effects are defined by the EPA Guidelinesa s ¢ The addition of many s mal
one larger, more s i g eféctencompasstthe combingdflects 6f multiplas mul at i v e
developments or activities on a range of receptors. In this case, the receptors are the archaeological

monuments and architectural/cultural heritage sites in the vicinity of the Onshore Site. The potential

cumulative effects between the Onshore Site and other plans and projects described in Chapter 4 of the

EIAR, hereafter referred to as the Other Projects, have been considered in terms of effects on

archaeology, architecture and cultural heritage. Potential cumulative effects between the different

elements of the Onshore Site itself, i.e. the OGC and the OCC have also been considered. The long list

of the existing, permitted and proposed projects included in the cumulative impact assessment is

included in Appendix 4-2.

The Other Projects considered in relation to the potential for in combination effects arising from
construction, operation and maintenance, and decommissioning phases of the Onshore Site and for
which all relevant data was reviewed include those within 200m of the OGC route and within 3km of
the OCC. These are considered reasonable distances where potential cumulative effects may occur
taking into consideration the nature and scale of the Onshore Site and are based on professional
judgement

The applications largely include agricultural and residential developments. Such developments if
located in proximity to archaeological monuments or other cultural heritage assets may have the
potential to directly or indirectly affect such features. It is considered, however, that the planning
authority would have regard to the protection of any known or unknown cultural heritage sites through
the requirement for assessments or implementation of appropriate mitigation measures through the
planning process or the discharge of conditions attached to a grant of development permission, where
relevant.

Cumulative Effects (Direct Effects - Construction
stage)

The addition of Other Projects to the Onshore Site was considered in order to assess Cumulative
Effects. Direct effects for the Onshore Site are considered to be confined to within the Onshore Site and
relate to construction effects.

Cumulative effects to UNESCO World Heritage sites, National
Monuments in State Care, Recorded Monuments, NIAH and
RPS

No UNESCO World Heritage Sites, National Monuments in State Care, RPS structures or NIAH sites
are located within the footprint of the proposed Onshore Site and therefore no direct effects on this
resource were identified when considering the Onshore Site alone. As these elements of the Cultural
Heritage resource are not located on the OGC route or on the OCC site therefore direct cumulative
effects are not identified when both elements of the Onshore Site are considered cumulatively.
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When the Onshore Site is considered in combination with Other Projects, it also does not result in
direct cumulative effects since none were identified in the first place. The aforementioned cultural
heritage assets are located away from the Onshore Site and therefore are not capable of being directly
affected by the Onshore Site. No cumulative effects will therefore occur.

Six recorded monuments are located within 100m of the OGC route, four of which comprise
redundant records. No direct effects to these monuments are identified. As no direct effects to recorded
monuments as a result of the Onshore Site are identified no cumulative effects will occur when
considered together with the OCC or Other Projects.

Cumulative effects on potential sub-surface archaeology

Potential direct effects identified at the construction stage of the Onshore Site are those which may
occur to unknown sub-surface archaeological finds, features or deposits. This potential effect was
identified as being direct, permanent and negative. After the mitigation measures are implemented,
however, these potential effects will be Not Significant. The overall significance of effects is therefore
Not Significant. When both elements of the Onshore Site are considered together there is no potential
cumulative effect as the implementation of the prescribed mitigation measures will ameliorate the
potential effect identified.

The same potential construction stage effect could be identified for the Other Projects since
groundworks could affects unknown archaeological, finds, features or deposits or other cultural heritage
assets. In this regard there could potentially be a cumulative effect when the Onshore Site is added to
the Other Projects. The implementation of mitigation measures seeks to alleviate such negative effects if
not remove the effect altogether and therefore there will be no significant cumulative effects on sub-
surface remains.

When the mitigation measures prescribed in this EIAR are implemented, cumulative direct effects to
unknown sub-surface archaeology will not occur, regardless of the Other Projects within 200m of the

OGC or within 3km of the OCC.

Cumulative Effects (Indirect Effects on setting - Construction
Stage)

Features of Local Cultural Heritage Merit

One item of local cultural heritage merit (CH1) is located within c. 42m of the OLL. It comprises an
upstanding but ruinous stone structure which is likely to be 19t century in date. It is located to the
north-west of a proposed temporary construction compound. A change to the wider setting of the
structure as a result of the temporary construction compound at the OLL is acknowledged but is
regarded as not significant and short term due to the temporary nature of these works, which is Not
Significant.

When considered cumulatively with Other Projects no potential cumulative indirect effects to this
structure are identified.

Cumulative Effects (Indirect Effects on Setting-
Operation and Maintenance Stage)

Indirect effects on setting largely occur at the operation and maintenance stage of a development. In
this regard in order to assess overall cumulative effects on archaeology, architecture and cultural
heritage, the Onshore Site is considered in the context of the permitted, proposed and existing Projects
within 3km of the OCC. Given the underground nature of the OGC effects on setting will not occur as
a result of this element of the proposed Onshore Site.
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No UNESCO World Heritage Sites (WHS) or those on the Tentative list are located within 5km of the
OCC. The nearest WHS (Tentative list) comprises the royal site of Cashel, Co. Tipperary which is
situated over 100km to the south-east. No potential effects to the setting of such sites as a result of the
Onshore Site are therefore identified.

No potential cumulative effects will therefore occur to this aspect of the Cultural Heritage resource
when considering the Onshore Site with the Other Projects within 3km.

No National Monuments or those subject to a Preservation Order are located within 2km of the OCC.
The nearest National Monument comprises the Early Medieval Ecclesiastical site on Scattery Island
(Nat. Mon. No. 10) c. 5.1km to the west of the OCC. Given the distance of the National Monument
from the OCC and the presence of intervening natural screening and topography no potential visual
effects to same are identified. No potential cumulative effects will therefore occur to this aspect of the
Cultural Heritage resource when considering the Onshore Site with the Other Projects within 3km.

Thirty-three recorded monuments are located within 2km of the OCC. The nearest of these comprises
a ringfort (CL067-034—) which is located c. 125m to the south. The ringfort may be regarded as a low-
visibility monument and intervening screening in the form of existing field boundaries currently screens
the monument from view. Furthermore, woodland planting around the perimeter of the OCC is
proposed as part of the Landscape Management Plan for the Onshore Site. This, in addition to the
already existing natural screening will ameliorate effects to the wider setting of recorded monuments in
the 2km study area. While the introduction of the proposed OCC will result in a change to the wider
setting in which this and the other monuments within the 2km study area are located no effects to their
immediate setting will occur. The overall significance of effects is regarded as Not Significant.

When considered cumulatively with the Other Projects including the nearby Moneypoint Power
Station, no increase to indirect effects are identified given that the latter is already existing. The overall
significance of effects is therefore Not Significant.

No Protected Structures are located within the footprint of the OCC or directly on the OGC route.

Furthermore, no Protected Structures are located within 100m of the OGC route or within 2km of the

OCC. The nearest Protected Structure to the OCCc ompr i s es St I my’ s Church (RPS
Carrowdotia North which is located just over 2km to the south-east of same. Given the distance of the

church from the OCC and the presence of intervening natural screening and topography in addition to

the proposed Landscape Management Plan no potential visual effects to same are identified.

No potential cumulative effects will therefore occur to this aspect of the Cultural Heritage resource
when considering the Onshore Site with the Other Projects within 3km.

There will be no likely significant effects on the archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage
environment during the decommissioning of the Onshore Site. Any potential direct effects will already
have been resolved through the implementation of mitigation measures during the construction phase.
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This Cultural Heritage chapter was prepared by Tobar Archaeological Services Ltd. It presents the
results of an archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage assessment of the Onshore Site. The
assessment was based on desktop research, field survey and GIS based mapping. A detailed
examination of the available baseline data was undertaken in addition to a comprehensive site
inspection. The latter comprised a walk-over survey of the OLL and the OCC, in addition to a
combined field and windscreen survey of the OGC route where it extends along public roads.

Where potential effects have been identified, such as to potential sub-surface archaeology, appropriate
mitigation measures have been proposed in order to minimise any such effects. Proposed mitigation
includes a 15m buffer zone around ringfort CL057-040— prior to the commencement of construction
works and monitoring of ground works within the Zone of Notification for that monument. Pre-
development archaeological testing of all greenfield areas of the Project and archaeological monitoring
during the construction stage of same is also proposed.

Potential indirect effects on the setting of any UNESCO World Heritage Sites and those on a Tentative
List within 5km, National Monuments within 2km, recorded monuments within 2km and RPS/NIAH
structures within 2km were included in order to assess potential effects on setting in the wider
landscape. No UNESCO WHS or those on a Tentative List are located within 5km of the Onshore Site
and no National Monuments in State Care are located within 2km of same. No recorded monuments
are located at the OLL or at the OCC.

All cultural heritage assets within 100m of either side of the OGC route were assessed for potential
effects to same. No direct effects to the recorded archaeological, architectural or cultural heritage
resource as a result of the OGC have been identified. Mitigation measures are proposed where deemed
appropriate and include archaeological monitoring of construction works along the OGC where the
latter extends through the Zone of Notification for ringfort CL057-040— and at the level crossing on the
dismantled South Clare Railway.

An assessment of potential cumulative effects was also undertaken taking into consideration other
extant planning applications and existing and proposed projects within 200m of the OGC Route and
3km of the OCC. No potential cumulative effects are identified.

No significant effects to the cultural heritage resource as a result of the Onshore Site have been
identified through this assessment process.



