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Plate 11.0  View looking into the tilled field at the north-west of the site from the Navan Road  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Plate 11.1  View looking east towards the site from the Navan Road   
Old Fairgreen to the right of view  

 



 
 
 

 
 

Plate 11.2  View looking north-east into the site from an area of open space 
 north of Old Fair Green  

 
 

 

 
 

Plate 11.3  View looking south east towards the site from Willow Park 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Plate 11.4  View looking east towards the site from Elton Drive  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 11.5  View looking south towards The Meadows, Castlefarm, from the southern boundary  
of the site on Station Road (L2228) 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Plate 11.6 View looking west along Station Road from the southern boundary of the site  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 11.7 View looking west along Station Road  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Plate 11.8 View west along the southern boundary of the site  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 11.9  View looking north into the site from the south-eastern corner of the site on Station Road  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Plate 11.10 View looking north-west into the site from the south-eastern corner of the site on Station Road  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Plate 11.11 View looking north into the site from the south-eastern corner of the site on Station Road  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Plate 11.12  View looking north-west towards the site from a point further east on Station Road  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Plate 11.13  View looking north into the site from the entrance road to the Dunboyne Railway Station, on Station Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Plate 11.14  View looking south-east from the railway station entrance road towards The Meadows, Castlefarm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 11.15  View looking south from the entrance road to the railway station towards the entrance to  
Dunboyne Herbs and The Meadows, Castlefarm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Plate 11.16  View towards wider tree canopy on Dunboyne Herbs lands from south of the railway car park  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 11.17  View east from railway access road towards the site  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Plate 11.18  View east towards the site from the railway station car park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Plate 11.19  View north-east towards the site from the railway station car park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Plate 11.20  View south-east towards the site from the railway station car park 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 11.21  View north-west towards the site from the railway station car park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Plate 11.22  View of the Monterey Pine (taller tree) and Corsican Pine beneath 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 11.23  View looking east into the central portion of the site  
 



 
 

Plate 11.24  View looking north into the north-central portion of the site  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Plate 11.25  View of existing green palisade fencing to the perimeter of the site  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Plate 11.26  View north towards the site from the railway station car park 
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Appendix 12.1  RMP Sites Within the Study Area 

 
SMR NO. ME050-031    

RMP STATUS Yes 

TOWNLAND Dunboyne 

PARISH Dunboyne 

BARONY Dunboyne 

I.T.M. 702101, 742238 

CLASSIFICATION Ring ditch 

DIST. FROM 
DEVELOPMENT 

Within the site 

DESCRIPTION 

Located on a level landscape. The cropmark of a small ring-ditch (diam. c. 8m) 
is visible on Bing images (c. 2013). It is also visible on Google Earth (12/07/2013; 
24/06/2018) and is located just N of a modern ENE-WSW field bank with drains 
on either side that is now removed but the drains are visible as cropmark 
features. The ring-ditch was first noted by Donal Lucy and the enclosure 
(ME050-032001-) and ring-ditch (ME050-032002-) are c. 250m to the S. A 
gradiometer survey (17R0075) by Earthsound confirmed the presence of this 
feature and identified some other anomalies, which were archaeologically 
tested (17E0399) by D. McIlreavy (excavations.ie 2017:431). This feature was not 
tested as it will be preserved in situ within the development (McIlreavy 2017). 
See the attached enhanced view from Bing images (2013). 

REFERENCE www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file 
 

SMR NO. ME050-032001    

RMP STATUS Yes 

TOWNLAND Dunboyne 

PARISH Dunboyne 

BARONY Dunboyne 

I.T.M. 702197, 741986 

CLASSIFICATION Enclosure 

DIST. FROM 
DEVELOPMENT 

Within the site 

DESCRIPTION 

Located on a level landscape. The cropmark of a D-shaped enclosure (dims c. 
75m NW-SE; c. 40m NE-SW) defined by single fosse features and with straight 
sides at NW and SE is visible on Bing images (2013). It was first noted by Donal 
Lucy and is divided across the middle by another ditch feature while there may 
be an entrance gap on the SW side of the NW paddock. A small ring-ditch (diam. 
c. 10m) is in the SE enclosure, and it is cut slightly by the cropmark of a modern 
NE-SW drain. The ring-ditch (ME050-031----) is c. 250m to the N. A gradiometer 
survey (17R0075) by Earthsound confirmed the presence of this feature and 
identified some other anomalies, but the monument will be preserved in situ. 

REFERENCE www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file 
 

SMR NO. ME050-032002   

RMP STATUS Yes 

TOWNLAND Dunboyne 

PARISH Dunboyne 



 

BARONY Dunboyne 

I.T.M. 702217, 741961 

CLASSIFICATION Ring ditch 

DIST. FROM 
DEVELOPMENT 

Within the site 

DESCRIPTION 

Located on a level landscape. A small ring-ditch (diam. c. 10m) is visible on Bing 
images (2013) within a D-shaped enclosure (ME050-032001-). it is cut slightly by 
the cropmark of a modern NE-SW drain and It was first noted by Donal Lucy. 
The ring-ditch (ME050-031----) is c. 250m to the N. A gradiometer survey 
(17R0075) by Earthsould confirmed the presence of this feature and identified 
some other anomalies, all of which were archaeologically tested (17E0399) by 
D. McIlreavy (excavations.ie 2017, 431). The defining fosse (Wth of top 1.8-2.8m; 
D 0.65-0.85m) of this enclosure is round bottomed with a loose brown sandy 
clay fill. It produced no artefacts where sampled, but two sherds of thirteenth 
century pottery were recovered in the topsoil. The enclosure will be preserved 
in situ. 

REFERENCE www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file 
 
SMR NO. ME050-045    

RMP STATUS Yes 

TOWNLAND Bracetown 

PARISH Dunboyne 

BARONY Dunboyne 

I.T.M. 702423, 742565 

CLASSIFICATION Fulacht fia 

DIST. FROM 
DEVELOPMENT 

c. 117m east 

DESCRIPTION 

Situated in the valley of the NNW-SSE meandering River Tolka with a W-E 
section of the stream immediately to the S. Archaeological centre-line testing 
(04E0489) by R. O’Hara of Testing Area 5, Contract 1, prior to the construction 
of the M3 motorway identified a burnt stone spread (excavations.ie: 2004:1191) 
that was fully excavated (E003028) by L. Clarke as Bracetown 1 in August 2005. 
It consisted of a crescent-shaped mound (dims 15.25m NW-SE; 8m NE-SW; max. 
D 0.34m) of heat-shattered stones, flecks of charcoal and charcoal-stained clay 
with some smaller detached portions. Some burnt bone and animal bone was 
recovered from the mound as well as a piece of polished bone and a chert 
blade. Most of the identified animal bone is from cattle but one dog bone was 
present. The mound was interleaved with alluvial deposits that sealed a smaller 
burnt mound (dims 1.5m x 1m). Beneath the large mound were two shallow 
depressions and a probable trough (dims 1.16m x 0.78m; D 0.29m), all filled with 
broken and burnt stone. A sample from the lower mound produced a C14 date 
of 2135-1908 cal. BC while a sample from the large mound yielded a 
determination of 1387-1129 cal. BC. (Clarke 2008) 

REFERENCE www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file 
 
SMR NO. ME051-019002   

RMP STATUS Yes 

TOWNLAND Loughsallagh 

PARISH Dunboyne 

BARONY Dunboyne 



 

I.T.M. 702673, 741939 

CLASSIFICATION Ring ditch 

DIST. FROM 
DEVELOPMENT c. 133m east 

DESCRIPTION 

Situated on a fairly level landscape with a N-S course of the Tolka River c. 50m 
to the W. The cropmark of a circular enclosure (int. diam. c. 10m) defined by a 
wide fosse feature (Wth c. 5m) was recorded by Noel Meehan using a drone-
mounted camera on 09/07/2018. It is bisected by a N-S field bank and is not 
visible W of that feature. The ring-ditch (ME051-019001-) is c. 55m to the ENE 
and enclosure (ME051-019----) is c. 70m to the NE. It is not recorded on any other 
maps or images. 

REFERENCE www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file 
 
SMR NO. ME051-019001   

RMP STATUS Yes 

TOWNLAND Loughsallagh 

PARISH Dunboyne 

BARONY Dunboyne 

I.T.M. 702721, 741959 

CLASSIFICATION Ring ditch 

DIST. FROM 
DEVELOPMENT 

c. 181m east 

DESCRIPTION 

Situated on a fairly level landscape. The cropmark of a circular enclosure (int. 
diam. c. 5-10m) defined by a single fosse feature (Wth c. 2-3m) was recorded by 
Noel Meehan using a drone-mounted camera on 09/07/2018. It is cut by a NE-
SW drain feature (Wth c. 2m) towards its SE edge. The enclosure (ME051-019---
-) is c. 20m to the N and ring-ditch (ME051-019992-) is c. 55m to the WSW. It is 
not recorded on any other maps or images. 

REFERENCE www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file 
 

SMR NO. ME051-019    

RMP STATUS Yes 

TOWNLAND Loughsallagh 

PARISH Dunboyne 

BARONY Dunboyne 

I.T.M. 702719, 741994 

CLASSIFICATION Enclosure 

DIST. FROM 
DEVELOPMENT c. 187m east 

DESCRIPTION 

Situated on a fairly level landscape. The cropmark of a circular enclosure (int. 
diam. c. 15m; ext. diam. c. 20m) defined by a single fosse feature was recorded 
by Noel Meehan using a drone-mounted camera on 09/07/2018. It is bisected by 
a NE-SW drain feature (Wth c. 2m) and some pits are visible in the interior. The 
cropmark of what is probably a fairly modern quarry is c.20m to the NW, and 
there are other quarry-pits in the vicinity. The ring-ditch (ME051-019001-) is c. 
20m to the S and ring-ditch (ME051-019002-) is c. 70m to the SW. The enclosure 
was also identified by Jean-Charles Caillere on Google Earth (24/06/2018), and 
it is also visible on Google Earth (11/06/2012; 12/07/2013) but the other features 
do not appear on any other media. 



 

REFERENCE www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file 
  

SMR NO. ME050-047      

RMP STATUS Yes 

TOWNLAND Loughsallagh 

PARISH Dunboyne 

BARONY Dunboyne 

I.T.M. 702677, 742144 

CLASSIFICATION Road - road/trackway 

DIST. FROM 
DEVELOPMENT 

c. 238m northeast 

DESCRIPTION 

Situated in the N-S valley of the meandering Tolka River, with the original 
stream c. 50m to the W. Archaeological centre-line testing (04E0489) by R. 
O’Hara prior to the construction of the M3 motorway identified a cobbled 
surface (excavations.ie: 2004:1191) that was further excavated (E003030) by L. 
Clarke (excavations.ie 2005:AD12) as Loughsallagh 1. The road surface, 
consisting of cobbles set in a compact grey/brown stoney layer (Wth 10m plus; 
T 0.3m), extended NNE-SSW beyond the excavation limits at N and S, and its E 
edge was not exposed. It was accompanied by a drain (Wth of top 2.1m; D 
0.48m) filled with grey brown silty clays on its W side. A thin dark brown silty 
clay layer (max. T 0.22m) separated this surface from an earlier metaled surface 
(Wth 5.5m; max. T 0.15m) that had a drain (Wth of top 1.9m; D 0.48m) filled 
with brown/grey silty clay on the W side. Some metal fragments were 
recovered but none are diagnostic. Although the road is not precisely 
represented at this point on the 1836 edition of the OS 6-inch map both road 
surfaces are post-medieval in date and are earlier iterations of the ‘old’ road 
from Dublin to Dunshaughlin (R147). (Clarke 2008) 

REFERENCE www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 12.2  Recorded Architectural Sites Within the Study Area 

NIAH NO. 14341002 



 

TOWNLAND Dunboyne 
PARISH Dunboyne 

BARONY Dunboyne 

CLASSIFICATION Dunboyne Bridge 
DIST. FROM 
DEVELOPMENT 

c. 22m southwest 

DESCRIPTION Single-arch railway bridge over tracks, built c.1862, with squared rubble stone 
walls. Rock-faced limestone voussoirs, string courses and cappings. 

REFERENCE NIAH Survey 
 
NIAH NO. 14341001 
TOWNLAND Dunboyne 

PARISH Dunboyne 

BARONY Dunboyne 
CLASSIFICATION Dunboyne water tower 

DIST. FROM 
DEVELOPMENT 

c. 36m southwest 

DESCRIPTION 
Detached two-stage water tower, built c.1862, surmounted by cast-iron water 
tank. No longer in use. Rock-faced limestone walls with ashlar limestone cornice 
and red brick quoins 

REFERENCE NIAH Survey 
 
  



 

Appendix 12.3  Legislation Protecting the Archaeological Resource 

PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE 
The cultural heritage in Ireland is safeguarded through national and international policy designed to 
secure the protection of the cultural heritage resource to the fullest possible extent (Department 
of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands 1999, 35). This is undertaken in accordance with the 
provisions of the European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Valletta 
Convention), ratified by Ireland in 1997. 
 
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE 
The National Monuments Act 1930 to 2004 and relevant provisions of the National Cultural 
Institutions Act 1997 are the primary means of ensuring the satisfactory protection of archaeological 
remains, which includes all man-made structures of whatever form or date except buildings 
habitually used for ecclesiastical purposes. A National Monument is described as ‘a monument or 
the remains of a monument the preservation of which is a matter of national importance by reason 
of the historical, architectural, traditional, artistic or archaeological interest attaching thereto’ 
(National Monuments Act 1930 Section 2). 
 
A number of mechanisms under the National Monuments Act are applied to secure the protection 
of archaeological monuments. These include the Register of Historic Monuments, the Record of 
Monuments and Places, and the placing of Preservation Orders and Temporary Preservation Orders 
on endangered sites. 
 
OWNERSHIP AND GUARDIANSHIP OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS 
The Minister may acquire national monuments by agreement or by compulsory order. The state or 
local authority may assume guardianship of any national monument (other than dwellings). The 
owners of national monuments (other than dwellings) may also appoint the Minister or the local 
authority as guardian of that monument if the state or local authority agrees. Once the site is in 
ownership or guardianship of the state, it may not be interfered with without the written consent 
of the Minister. 
 
REGISTER OF HISTORIC MONUMENTS 
Section 5 of the 1987 Act requires the Minister to establish and maintain a Register of Historic 
Monuments. Historic monuments and archaeological areas present on the register are afforded 
statutory protection under the 1987 Act. Any interference with sites recorded on the register is 
illegal without the permission of the Minister. Two months notice in writing is required prior to any 
work being undertaken on or in the vicinity of a registered monument. The register also includes 
sites under Preservation Orders and Temporary Preservation Orders. All registered monuments are 
included in the Record of Monuments and Places. 
 
PRESERVATION ORDERS AND TEMPORARY PRESERVATION ORDERS 
Sites deemed to be in danger of injury or destruction can be allocated Preservation Orders under 
the 1930 Act. Preservation Orders make any interference with the site illegal. Temporary 
Preservation Orders can be attached under the 1954 Act. These perform the same function as a 
Preservation Order but have a time limit of six months, after which the situation must be reviewed. 
Work may only be undertaken on or in the vicinity of sites under Preservation Orders with the 
written consent, and at the discretion, of the Minister. 
 
RECORD OF MONUMENTS AND PLACES 
Section 12(1) of the 1994 Act requires the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands (now 
the Minister for the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs) to establish 
and maintain a record of monuments and places where the Minister believes that such monuments 
exist. The record comprises a list of monuments and relevant places and a map/s showing each 
monument and relevant place in respect of each county in the state. All sites recorded on the Record 
of Monuments and Places receive statutory protection under the National Monuments Act 1994. All 
recorded monuments on the proposed development site are represented on the accompanying 
maps. 



 

 
Section 12(3) of the 1994 Act provides that ‘where the owner or occupier (other than the Minister 
for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) of a monument or place included in the Record, or any 
other person, proposes to carry out, or to cause or permit the carrying out of, any work at or in 
relation to such a monument or place, he or she shall give notice in writing to the Minister of Arts, 
Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands to carry out work and shall not, except in the case of urgent 
necessity and with the consent of the Minister, commence the work until two months after the 
giving of notice’. 
 
Under the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 2004, anyone who demolishes or in any way 
interferes with a recorded site is liable to a fine not exceeding €3,000 or imprisonment for up to 6 
months. On summary conviction and on conviction of indictment, a fine not exceeding €10,000 or 
imprisonment for up to 5 years is the penalty. In addition, they are liable for costs for the repair of 
the damage caused. 
 
In addition to this, under the European Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations 1989, Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) are required for various classes and sizes 
of development project to assess the impact the proposed development will have on the existing 
environment, which includes the cultural, archaeological and built heritage resources. These 
document’s recommendations are typically incorporated into the conditions under which the 
proposed development must proceed, and thus offer an additional layer of protection for 
monuments which have not been listed on the RMP.  
 
THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 
Under planning legislation, each local authority is obliged to draw up a Development Plan setting 
out their aims and policies with regard to the growth of the area over a five-year period. They cover 
a range of issues including archaeology and built heritage, setting out their policies and objectives 
with regard to the protection and enhancement of both. These policies can vary from county to 
county. The Planning and Development Act 2000 recognises that proper planning and sustainable 
development includes the protection of the archaeological heritage. Conditions relating to 
archaeology may be attached to individual planning permissions. 
 
Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027 
 
HER POL 1 
To protect sites, monuments, places, areas or objects of the following categories: 
 
Sites and monuments included in the Sites and Monuments Record as maintained by the National 
Monuments Service of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht; 
 
Monuments and places included in the Record of Monuments and Places as established under the 
National Monuments Acts; 
 
Historic monuments and archaeological areas included in the Register of Historic Monuments as 
established under the National Monuments Acts; 
 
National monuments subject to Preservation Orders under the National Monuments Acts and 
national monuments which are in the ownership or guardianship of the Minister for Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht or a local authority; 
 
Archaeological objects within the meaning of the National Monuments Acts; and Wrecks protected 
under the National Monuments Acts or otherwise included in the Shipwreck Inventory maintained 
by the National Monuments Service of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. 
 
HER POL 2 
To protect all sites and features of archaeological interest discovered subsequent to the publication 
of the Record of Monument and Places, in situ (or at a minimum preservation by record) having 



 

regard to the advice and recommendations of the National Monuments Service of the Department 
of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and The Framework and Principles for the Protection of the 
Archaeological Heritage (1999). 
 
HER POL 3 
To require, as part of the development management process, archaeological impact assessments, 
geophysical survey, test excavations or monitoring as appropriate, for development in the vicinity 
of monuments or in areas of archaeological potential. Where there are upstanding remains, a visual 
impact assessment may be required. 
 
HER POL 4 
To require, as part of the development management process, archaeological impact assessments, 
geophysical survey, test excavations or monitoring as appropriate, where development proposals 
involve ground clearance of more than half a hectare or for linear developments over one kilometre 
in length; or developments in proximity to areas with a density of known archaeological monuments 
and history of discovery as identified by a suitably qualified archaeologist.  
 
HER POL 5 
To seek guidance from the National Museum of Ireland where an unrecorded archaeological object 
is discovered, or the National Monuments Service in the case of an unrecorded archaeological site. 
 
It is the objective of the Council: 
 
HER OBJ 1 
To implement in partnership with the County Meath Heritage Forum, relevant stakeholders and the 
community the County Meath Heritage Plan and any revisions thereof. 
 
HER OBJ 2 
To ensure that development in the vicinity of a Recorded Monument or Zone of Archaeological 
Potential is sited and designed in a sensitive manner with a view to minimal detraction from the 
monument or its setting. 
 
HER OBJ 3 
To protect important archaeological landscapes from inappropriate development. 
 
HER OBJ 4 
To encourage the management and maintenance of the County’s archaeological heritage, including 
historic burial grounds 2, in accordance with best conservation practice that considers the impact 
of climate change. 
 
HER OBJ 5 
To promote awareness of, and encourage the provision of access to, the archaeological resources 
of the county. 
 
HER OBJ 6 
To work in partnership with key stakeholders to promote County Meath as a centre for cultural 
heritage education and learning through activities such as community excavation and field/summer 
schools 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Appendix 12.4 Legislation Protecting The Architectural Resource 

The main laws protecting the built heritage are the Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and 
National Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1999 and the Local Government (Planning and 
Development) Acts 1963–1999, which has now been superseded by the Planning and Development 
Act, 2000. The Architectural Heritage Act requires the Minister to establish a survey to identify, 
record and assess the architectural heritage of the country. The background to this legislation 
derives from Article 2 of the 1985 Convention for the Protection of Architectural Heritage (Granada 
Convention). This states that: 
 
For the purpose of precise identification of the monuments, groups of structures and sites to be 
protected, each member state will undertake to maintain inventories of that architectural heritage. 
 
The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) was established in 1990 to fulfil Ireland’s 
obligation under the Granada Convention, through the establishment and maintenance of a central 
record, documenting and evaluating the architecture of Ireland (NIAH Handbook 2005:2). As 
inclusion in the inventory does not provide statutory protection, the survey information is used in 
conjunction with the Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for Planning Authorities to advise 
local authorities on compilation of a Record of Protected Structures as required by the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000. 
 
PROTECTION UNDER THE RECORD OF PROTECTED STRUCTURES AND COUNTY DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN 
Structures of architectural, cultural, social, scientific, historical, technical or archaeological interest 
can be protected under the Planning and Development Act, 2000, where the conditions relating to 
the protection of the architectural heritage are set out in Part IV of the act. This act superseded the 
Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 1999, and came into force on 1st January 2000. 
 
The act provides for the inclusion of Protected Structures into the planning authorities’ 
development plans and sets out statutory regulations regarding works affecting such structures. 
Under new legislation, no distinction is made between buildings formerly classified under 
development plans as List 1 and List 2. Such buildings are now all regarded as ‘Protected Structures’ 
and enjoy equal statutory protection. Under the act the entire structure is protected, including a 
structure’s interior, exterior, attendant grounds and also any structures within the attendant 
grounds. 
 
The act defines a Protected Structure as (a) a structure, or (b) a specified part of a structure which 
is included in a Record of Protected Structures (RPS), and, where that record so indicates, includes 
any specified feature which is in the attendant grounds of the structure and which would not 
otherwise be included in this definition. Protection of the structure, or part thereof, includes 
conservation, preservation, and improvement compatible with maintaining its character and 
interest. Part IV of the act deals with architectural heritage, and Section 57 deals specifically with 
works affecting the character of Protected Structures or proposed Protected Structures and states 
that no works should materially affect the character of the structure or any element of the structure 
that contributes to its special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, 
social or technical interest. The act does not provide specific criteria for assigning a special interest 
to a structure. However, the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) offers guidelines 
to its field workers as to how to designate a building with a special interest, which are not mutually 
exclusive. This offers guidance by example rather than by definition: 
 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL  
It is to be noted that the NIAH is biased towards post-1700 structures. Structures that have 
archaeological features may be recorded, providing the archaeological features are incorporated 
within post-1700 elements. Industrial fabric is considered to have technical significance, and should 
only be attributed archaeological significance if the structure has pre-1700 features.  
 
 



 

ARCHITECTURAL 
A structure may be considered of special architectural interest under the following criteria: 
Good quality or well executed architectural design 
The work of a known and distinguished architect, engineer, designer, craftsman 
A structure that makes a positive contribution to a setting, such as a streetscape or rural setting 
Modest or vernacular structures may be considered to be of architectural interest, as they are part 
of the history of the built heritage of Ireland. 
Well-designed decorative features, externally and/or internally 
 
HISTORICAL 
A structure may be considered of special historical interest under the following criteria: 
A significant historical event associated with the structure 
An association with a significant historical figure 
Has a known interesting and/or unusual change of use, e.g. a former workhouse now in use as a 
hotel 
A memorial to a historical event.  
 
TECHNICAL 
A structure may be considered of special technical interest under the following criteria: 
Incorporates building materials of particular interest, i.e. the materials or the technology used for 
construction 
It is the work of a known or distinguished engineer 
Incorporates innovative engineering design, e.g. bridges, canals or mill weirs 
A structure which has an architectural interest may also merit a technical interest due to the 
structural techniques used in its construction, e.g. a curvilinear glasshouse, early use of concrete, 
cast-iron prefabrication.  
Mechanical fixtures relating to a structure may be considered of technical significance. 
 
CULTURAL 
A structure may be considered of special cultural interest under the following criteria: 
An association with a known fictitious character or event, e.g. Sandycove Martello Tower, which 
featured in Ulysses. 
Other structure that illustrate the development of society, such as early schoolhouses, swimming 
baths or printworks.  
 
SCIENTIFIC 
A structure may be considered of special scientific interest under the following criteria: 
A structure or place which is considered to be an extraordinary or pioneering scientific or technical 
achievement in the Irish context, e.g. Mizen Head Bridge, Birr Telescope.  
 
SOCIAL  
A structure may be considered of special social interest under the following criteria: 
A focal point of spiritual, political, national or other cultural sentiment to a group of people, e.g. a 
place of worship, a meeting point, assembly rooms.  
Developed or constructed by a community or organisation, e.g. the construction of the railways or 
the building of a church through the patronage of the local community 
Illustrates a particular lifestyle, philosophy, or social condition of the past, e.g. the hierarchical 
accommodation in a country house, philanthropic housing, vernacular structures.  
 
ARTISTIC  
A structure may be considered of special artistic interest under the following criteria: 
Work of a skilled craftsman or artist, e.g. plasterwork, wrought-iron work, carved elements or 
details, stained glass, stations of the cross. 
Well-designed mass-produced structures or elements may also be considered of artistic interest. 
 
(From the NIAH Handbook 2003 & 2005 pages 15–20) 
 



 

The Local Authority has the power to order conservation and restoration works to be undertaken 
by the owner of the protected structure if it considers the building to need repair. Similarly, an 
owner or developer must make a written request to the Local Authority to carry out any works on 
a protected structure and its environs, which will be reviewed within three months of application. 
Failure to do so may result in prosecution. 
 
Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027 
 
HER POL 14 
To protect and conserve the architectural heritage of the County and seek to prevent the demolition 
or inappropriate alteration of Protected Structures. 
 
HER POL 15 
To encourage the conservation of Protected Structures, and where appropriate, the adaptive re-
use of existing buildings and sites in a manner compatible with their character and significance. In 
certain cases, land use zoning restrictions may be relaxed in order to secure the conservation of the 
protected structure. 
 
HER POL 16 
To protect the setting of Protected Structures and to refuse permission for development within the 
curtilage or adjacent to a protected structure which would adversely impact on the character and 
special interest of the structure, where appropriate. 
 
HER POL 17 
To require that all planning applications relating to Protected Structures contain the appropriate 
accompanying documentation in accordance with the Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines 
for Planning Authorities (2011) or any variation thereof, to enable the proper assessment of the 
proposed works. 
 
HER POL 18 
To require that in the event of permission being granted for development within the curtilage of a 
protected structure, any works necessary for the survival of the structure and its re-use should be 
prioritised in the first phase of development. 
 
It is the objective of the Council: 
 
HER OBJ 15 
To review and update the Record of Protected Structures on an on-going basis and to make 
additions and deletions as appropriate. 
 
HER OBJ 16 
To identify and retain good examples of historic street furniture, e.g. cast-iron post boxes, water 
pumps, light fixtures and signage, as appropriate. 
 
HER OBJ 17 
To promote best conservation practice and encourage the use of appropriately qualified 
professional advisors, tradesmen and craftsmen, with recognised conservation expertise, for works 
to protected structures or historic buildings in an Architectural Conservation Area. 
 
HER OBJ 18 
To provide detailed guidance notes and continue to develop the Council’s advisory/educational role 
with regard to heritage matters and to promote awareness, understanding and appreciation of the 
architectural heritage of the County. 
 
HER OBJ 19 
To commission a study over the lifetime of the Plan to assess the significance of the Mass Rocks and 
Holy Wells throughout County Meath. 



 

Appendix 12.5 Impact Assessment and the Cultural Heritage Resource 

POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL REMAINS 
Impacts are defined as ‘the degree of change in an environment resulting from a development’ 
(Environmental Protection Agency 2022). They are described as profound, significant or slight 
impacts on archaeological remains. They may be negative, positive or neutral, direct, indirect or 
cumulative, temporary or permanent. 
 
Impacts can be identified from detailed information about a project, the nature of the area affected 
and the range of archaeological and historical resources potentially affected. Development can 
affect the archaeological and historical resource of a given landscape in a number of ways. 
 

• Permanent and temporary land-take, associated structures, landscape mounding, and 
their construction may result in damage to or loss of archaeological remains and 
deposits, or physical loss to the setting of historic monuments and to the physical 
coherence of the landscape. 

 
• Archaeological sites can be affected adversely in a number of ways: disturbance by 

excavation, topsoil stripping and the passage of heavy machinery; disturbance by 
vehicles working in unsuitable conditions; or burial of sites, limiting accessibility for 
future archaeological investigation. 

 
• Hydrological changes in groundwater or surface water levels can result from 

construction activities such as de-watering and spoil disposal, or longer-term changes 
in drainage patterns. These may desiccate archaeological remains and associated 
deposits. 

 
• Visual impacts on the historic landscape sometimes arise from construction traffic 

and facilities, built earthworks and structures, landscape mounding and planting, 
noise, fences and associated works. These features can impinge directly on historic 
monuments and historic landscape elements as well as their visual amenity value. 

 
• Landscape measures such as tree planting can damage sub-surface archaeological 

features, due to topsoil stripping and through the root action of trees and shrubs as 
they grow. 

 
• Ground consolidation by construction activities or the weight of permanent 

embankments can cause damage to buried archaeological remains, especially in 
colluviums or peat deposits. 

 
• Disruption due to construction also offers in general the potential for adversely 

affecting archaeological remains. This can include machinery, site offices, and service 
trenches. 

 
Although not widely appreciated, positive impacts can accrue from developments. These can 
include positive resource management policies, improved maintenance and access to 
archaeological monuments, and the increased level of knowledge of a site or historic landscape as 
a result of archaeological assessment and fieldwork. 
 
PREDICTED IMPACTS 
The severity of a given level of land-take or visual intrusion varies with the type of monument, site 
or landscape features and its existing environment. Severity of impact can be judged taking the 
following into account: 

 
• The proportion of the feature affected and how far physical characteristics 

fundamental to the understanding of the feature would be lost; 
 



 

• Consideration of the type, date, survival/condition, fragility/vulnerability, rarity, 
potential and amenity value of the feature affected; 

 
• Assessment of the levels of noise, visual and hydrological impacts, either in general or 

site-specific terms, as may be provided by other specialists. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Appendix 12.6 Mitigation Measures And The Cultural Heritage Resource 

POTENTIAL MITIGATION STRATEGIES FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE REMAINS 
Mitigation is defined as features of the design or other measures of the proposed development that 
can be adopted to avoid, prevent, reduce or offset negative effects. 
 
The best opportunities for avoiding damage to archaeological remains or intrusion on their setting 
and amenity arise when the site options for the development are being considered. Damage to the 
archaeological resource immediately adjacent to developments may be prevented by the selection 
of appropriate construction methods. Reducing adverse effects can be achieved by good design, 
for example by screening historic buildings or upstanding archaeological monuments or by burying 
archaeological sites undisturbed rather than destroying them. Offsetting adverse effects is probably 
best illustrated by the full investigation and recording of archaeological sites that cannot be 
preserved in situ. 
 
DEFINITION OF MITIGATION STRATEGIES 
 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE 
The ideal mitigation for all archaeological sites is preservation in situ. This is not always a practical 
solution, however. Therefore, a series of recommendations are offered to provide ameliorative 
measures where avoidance and preservation in situ are not possible. 
 
Archaeological Test Trenching can be defined as ‘a limited programme of intrusive fieldwork which 
determines the presence or absence of archaeological features, structures, deposits, artefacts or 
ecofacts within a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or underwater. If such archaeological 
remains are present field evaluation defines their character, extent, quality and preservation, and 
enables an assessment of their worth in a local, regional, national or international context as 
appropriate’ (CIfA 2020a). 
 
Full Archaeological Excavation can be defined as ‘a programme of controlled, intrusive fieldwork 
with defined research objectives which examines, records and interprets archaeological deposits, 
features and structures and, as appropriate, retrieves artefacts, ecofacts and other remains within 
a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or underwater. The records made and objects 
gathered during fieldwork are studied and the results of that study published in detail appropriate 
to the project design’ (CIfA 2020b). 
 
Archaeological Monitoring can be defined as ‘a formal programme of observation and investigation 
conducted during any operation carried out for non-archaeological reasons. This will be within a 
specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or underwater, where there is a possibility that 
archaeological deposits may be disturbed or destroyed. The programme will result in the 
preparation of a report and ordered archive (CIfA 2020c). 
 
Underwater Archaeological Assessment consists of a programme of works carried out by a 
specialist underwater archaeologist, which can involve wade surveys, metal detection surveys and 
the excavation of test pits within the sea or riverbed. These assessments are able to access and 
assess the potential of an underwater environment to a much higher degree than terrestrial based 
assessments. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCE 
The architectural resource is generally subject to a greater degree of change than archaeological 
sites, as structures may survive for many years but their usage may change continually. This can be 
reflected in the fabric of the building, with the addition and removal of doors, windows and 
extensions. Due to their often more visible presence within the landscape than archaeological sites, 
the removal of such structures can sometimes leave a discernable ‘gap’ with the cultural identity of 
a population. However, a number of mitigation measures are available to ensure a record is made 
of any structure that is deemed to be of special interest, which may be removed or altered as part 
of a proposed development. 



 

 
Conservation Assessment consists of a detailed study of the history of a building and can include 
the surveying of elevations to define the exact condition of the structure. These assessments are 
carried out by Conservation Architects and would commonly be carried out in association with 
proposed alterations or renovations on a Recorded Structure. 
 
Building Survey may involve making an accurate record of elevations (internal and external), 
internal floor plans and external sections. This is carried out using an EDM (Electronic Distance 
Measurer) and GPS technology to create scaled drawings that provide a full record of the 
appearance of a building at the time of the survey. 
 
Historic Building Assessment is generally specific to one building, which may have historic 
significance, but is not a Protected Structure or listed within the NIAH. A full historical background 
for the structure is researched and the site is visited to assess the standing remains and make a 
record of any architectural features of special interest. These assessments can also be carried out in 
conjunction with a building survey. 
 
Written and Photographic record provides a basic record of features such as stone walls, which may 
have a small amount of cultural heritage importance and are recorded for prosperity. Dimensions 
of the feature are recorded with a written description and photographs as well as some 
cartographic reference, which may help to date a feature 
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REPORT LIMITATIONS 

Synergy Environmental Ltd. t/a Enviroguide has prepared this report for the sole use of John 
Connaughton Ltd. in accordance with the Agreement under which our services were 
performed. No other warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the professional advice 
included in this Report or any other services provided by Enviroguide.  
The information contained in this Report is based upon information provided by others and 
upon the assumption that all relevant information has been provided by those parties from 
whom it has been requested and that such information is accurate. Information obtained by 
Enviroguide has not been independently verified by Enviroguide, unless otherwise stated in 
the Report.  
The methodology adopted and the sources of information used by Enviroguide in providing its 
services are outlined in this Report.  
The work described in this Report is based on the conditions encountered and the information 
available during the said period of time. The scope of this Report and the services are 
accordingly factually limited by these circumstances. 
All work carried out in preparing this report has used, and is based upon, Enviroguide’s 
professional knowledge and understanding of the current relevant national legislation.  Future 
changes in applicable legislation may cause the opinion, advice, recommendations or 
conclusions set-out in this report to become inappropriate or incorrect.  However, in giving its 
opinions, advice, recommendations and conclusions, Enviroguide has considered pending 
changes to environmental legislation and regulations of which it is currently aware.  Following 
delivery of this report, Enviroguide will have no obligation to advise the client of any such 
changes, or of their repercussions.    
Enviroguide disclaim any undertaking or obligation to advise any person of any change in any 
matter affecting the Report, which may come or be brought to Enviroguide’s attention after the 
date of the Report. 
Certain statements made in the Report that are not historical facts may constitute estimates, 
projections or other forward-looking statements and even though they are based on 
reasonable assumptions as of the date of the Report, such forward-looking statements by their 
nature involve risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from 
the results predicted. Enviroguide specifically does not guarantee or warrant any estimate or 
projections contained in this Report. 
Unless otherwise stated in this Report, the assessments made assume that the site and 
facilities will continue to be used for their current or stated proposed purpose without significant 
changes. 
The content of this report represents the professional opinion of experienced environmental 
consultants.  Enviroguide does not provide legal advice or an accounting interpretation of 
liabilities, contingent liabilities or provisions.   
If the scope of work includes subsurface investigation such as boreholes, trial pits and 
laboratory testing of samples collected from the subsurface or other areas of the site, and 
environmental or engineering interpretation of such information, attention is drawn to the fact 
that special risks occur whenever engineering, environmental and related disciplines are 
applied to identify subsurface conditions.  Even a comprehensive sampling and testing 
programme implemented in accordance with best practice and a professional standard of care 
may fail to detect certain conditions.  Laboratory testing results are not independently verified 
by Enviroguide and have been assumed to be accurate.   The environmental, ecological, 
geological, geotechnical, geochemical and hydrogeological conditions that Enviroguide 
interprets to exist between sampling points may differ from those that actually exist.  Passage 
of time, natural occurrences and activities on and/or near the site may substantially alter 
encountered conditions.    
Copyright © This Report is the copyright of Enviroguide any unauthorised reproduction or 
usage by any person other than the addressee is strictly prohibited.   
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