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17 Seascape, Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment

Summary of Changes
This Chapter has been updated to reflect changes since submission of the planning application to An
Bord Pleanala (ABP) (now An Coimisiun Pleanala (ACP)) in June 2024. All references to ABP, should be
considered ACP throughout the document.

The changes that have been made are in response to the Request for Information (RFI) that was received
and matters that have been raised therein. The Developer confirms that this Chapter has been based on
up-to-date survey reports and data and that that the information submitted is relevant and appropriate at
the point of submission (i.e. March 2026). In summary, the following sections of this Chapter have been
amended (please note that this is non-exhaustive):

• Section 17.1 (Introduction) has been updated to identify any new or revised documentation of
relevance to the amended chapter.

• Section 17.2 (Regulatory Context) has considered the latest policy and legislation of
relevance to the assessment.

• Section 17.3 (Consultation) has been updated to reflect consultation that has occurred post-
application in relation to matters raised via the RFI.

• Section 17.4 (Study Area) has provided clarification on the rationale for choosing the Study
Area where this has been raised via the RFI, so as to clearly demonstrate the logic and spatial
appropriateness for the assessment boundary.

• Section 17.5 (Methodology) has been updated to reflect appropriate and relevant data that
has been published and/or gathered since the original submission was made.

• Section 17.6 (Baseline) has been updated to reflect appropriate and relevant data that has
been published and/or gathered since the original submission was made.

• Section 17.7 (Parameters for Assessment) has considered the latest project design (as
detailed in Volume II, Chapter 4: Description of Development (Revised March 2026)) as well
as provided clarification in response to the RFI on the impacts scoped in/out where requested,
so as to clearly demonstrate the logic and appropriateness of the assessment that has been
undertaken.

• Sections 17.10 and 17.11 (Assessment subsections) represents the updated assessment
which has been amended to reflect the latest information (i.e. as described above) and any
updates required in line with matters raised via the RFI;

• Sections 17.12 (Cumulative Assessment subsections) have been updated to reflect the latest
information and to align with NSIP (2024) guidance as requested via the RFI;

• Section 17.14 (Summary of Effects) has been updated to reflect the updates that have been
made throughout the chapter.

In addition to those changes above, all other sections of this chapter have been adjusted to ensure
consideration of the latest information as appropriate to ensure consistency and accuracy. Clarification
and/or further detail has also been provided where this has been requested via the RFI, relevant figures
and tables have been updated as required and it is confirmed that all cross-references have been
updated throughout to ensure accuracy.

Additionally, in support of the necessary changes to the chapter, it is noted that the following updates
have been made to the appendices supporting this chapter:

• Revised Appendices:
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2026), Figure 17.5, 17.5i and 17.5H. It begins near Arthurstown, at the border of Wexford County
with Waterford County, in the south-west of the SLVIA Study Area, and terminates at Kilmichael
Point, on the border with Wicklow County, just over 10 km from the Array Area. It generally follows
the coastline itself, with the exception of short stretches of the route which follow the road network,
due to the presence of cliffs or otherwise inaccessible stretches of coastline. The route
experiences open views out to sea along much of its length. As shown in Volume III, Appendix
17.5: Seascape and Landscape Visual Impact Assessment Figures (Revised March 2026),
Figures 17.11.1 - 17.11,2ii, much of the route will experience theoretical visibility of the Proposed
Development, particularly between Cahore Point and Kilmichael Point. Other stretches of the
route will experience lower theoretical visibility, including along the stretch of coastline to the
south of Cahore Point, and where it passes close to Wexford.

Main Road Routes
17.6.4.20There are a number of major routes which pass through the SLVIA Study Area, including the N11

/ M11 road which broadly follows the coast and passes from Dublin in the north to Courtown
towards the south of the SLVIA Study Area, before passing further inland towards Enniscorthy.
This route is located approximately 10.53 km from the Array Area at its closest point, and
experiences open views out to sea from several sections, including notably from Johnstown to
the north of Arklow, where it passes in closer proximity to the coast. There is also a network of
‘R’ roads which pass through the SLVIA Study Area, and which experience theoretical visibility of
the Array Area within a minimum distance of approximately 6.62 km. In particular, the R750
passes close to the coast between Wicklow and Arklow, and much of the route is within the ZTV.
There are also several minor roads which pass in close proximity to the coast within the area
covered by the ZTV, as shown in Volume III, Appendix 17.5: Seascape and Landscape Visual
Impact Assessment Figures (Revised March 2026), Figure 17.11.1 - 17.11.2ii.

Beaches
17.6.4.21 The beaches within the SLVIA Study Area act as a key visitor focus along the coastline. There is

a diversity of beaches including those with golden sands backed by dunes like Brittas Bay Beach,
while others are situated within rocky coves, such as the one at Silverstrand. There are also rocky
beaches and stretches of coastal defences at the Murrough beach just north of Wicklow Harbour.
Many of these beaches will experience theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development,
particularly those between Wicklow Head and Cahore Point, as shown in Volume III, Appendix
17.5: Seascape and Landscape Visual Impact Assessment Figures (Revised March 2026),
Figures 17.6.1 and 17.6.2.

Visibility
17.6.4.22 Whilst ZTV mapping can model the theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development, it is

important to note that atmospheric conditions will affect visibility. The Met Office defines visibility
as 'the greatest distance at which an object can be seen and recognised in daylight, or at night
could be seen if the general illumination were raised to a daylight level’ (Met Office, 2000).

17.6.4.23There is no published visibility data for Ireland, so it is not possible to quantify the likely visibility
of the Proposed Development. However, the views of the Proposed Development that will be
experienced by people will be influenced substantially by the prevailing weather and visibility
conditions in the area. Generally, visibility declines with distance, and parts of the Study Area at
greater distances from the Array Area are likely to experience less frequent visibility of the
Proposed Development. This is taken into account within the viewpoint assessment, with
judgements relating to how likely actual visibility is at any given viewpoint, as a result of the
distance to the Array Area.
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seascape and landscape and the importance of the interaction of sea, coastline and land as
perceived by people is highlighted in definitions of seascape in the Natural England guidance
(Natural England, 2012). This guidance is referred to within the Regional Seascape Character
Assessment for Ireland (Marine Institute, 2020) and is therefore assumed to apply in Ireland, in
the absence of Ireland-specific guidance.

17.6.6.4 The seascape impact assessment in this SLVIA therefore focuses particularly on areas of
onshore landscape with views of the coast or seas and marine environment, as perceived by
people, on the premise that the most important effect of offshore windfarmswind farms is on the
perception of seascape character from the coast.

17.6.6.5 The Array Area covers an offshore area of 63.4 km2 located within the Irish Sea, approximately
6 km from the closest section of the mainland Irish coastline (Volume III, Appendix 17.5:
Seascape and Landscape Visual Impact Assessment Figures (Revised March 2026), Figure
17.2). Broadly, the SLVIA Study Area is formed by the Irish Sea and the Irish coastline between
Malahide in the north and Carnsore Point in the south.

Regional Seascape Character Assessment for Ireland
17.6.6.6 The baseline description of the seascape of the SLVIA Study Area is informed by the Regional

Seascape Character Assessment for Ireland (Marine Institute, 2020), which covers the coastline
and seascape of the SLVIA Study Area.

17.6.6.7 The Regional Seascape Character Assessment for Ireland identifies five RSCAs within the SLVIA
Study Area. These RSCAs are shown on Volume III, Appendix 17.5: Seascape and Landscape
Visual Impact Assessment Figures (Revised March 2026): Figure 17.3. The RSCAs that are
scoped in to the SLVIA are identified through the preliminary assessment carried out in Volume
III, Appendix 17.2: Seascape and Landscape Visual Impact Preliminary Assessment (Revised
March 2026).

17.6.6.8 The Array Area is located within RSCA 13: South East Irish Sea. This RSCA stretches along the
coastline of the majority of the SLVIA Study Area, between Wicklow Head and Carnsore Point.
An overview of the RSCA is provided in the assessment:

17.6.6.9 "This Seascape Character Area (SCA) comprises a portion of the coastline of east Wexford and
Wicklow and extends from Carnsore Point in the south, to 12 nautical miles offshore and ends at
Wicklow Head. It comprises a variety ofSCTs, namely SCT 7 (Broad estuarine bays and complex
low plateau and cliff coastline), SCT 8 (Low lying and estuarine coastal plain with long, narrow
sandy beaches) and offshore SCT 12 (Shallow offshore waters).

17.6.6.10 “The SCA forms the juncture between the Celtic and Irish Seas; the imaginary boundary between
St George’s Channel extending from Carnsore Point to St David’s Head, Pembrokeshire.
Ireland’s most southeasterly island Tuskar Rock is within this SCA.

17.6.6.11 “The coastal form comprises an interplay of broad, moderate scale bays and estuaries. Long,
relatively narrow beaches are a key characteristic in this SCA and are punctuated by Carnsore
Point, Cahore Point, Kilmichael Point and Wicklow Head. From Raven Point north to Cahore Point
a spectacular series of strands are present including Curracloe, Ballinesker and Morriscastle

Beach.

17.6.6.12 “The hinterland is primarily agricultural with tillage and pasture; holiday homes, caravan parks
associated with the beaches are present particularly around Curracloe and Courtown. Coastal
and inland topography is generally low in elevation along this SCA, even at headland such as
Greenore Point (22mOD) and Cahore Point (35mOD). Tara Hill (253mOD), to the Northeast of
Gorey, is the only noticeable elevated feature along the coastal plain. The rocks at Greenore
Point, south of Rosslare are the oldest bedrock in the south east of Ireland, and are associated
with the Avalonia continent, when the Iapetus Ocean was in existence around 600 million years

ago.”
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17.6.8.2 The baseline character of the landscape in the SLVIA Study Area is likely to change in the future
as a result of the effects of climate change, land use policy, environmental improvements and
development pressures, regardless of whether ABWP2 progresses to construction or not.

17.6.8.3 A range of policies impact on the management of the landscape, ranging from international
obligations, national policy and regulation, through to community strategies and development
frameworks. Landscape planning policies covering designated landscapes within the SLVIA
Study Area generally seek to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the area, while
recognising the need to adapt to inevitable change over time, and the need to respond to
development pressures that reflect the changing needs of society.

17.6.8.4 There is overwhelming evidence that global climate change, influenced by the human use of fossil
fuels, raw materials and intensive agriculture, is occurring (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) 2014). Any notable change in climate is likely to present potential changes to the
coastline of the SLVIA Study Area in a variety of ways. The legislative framework already exists
to ensure that no net loss of internationally important habitat occurs, but there remains a need to
increase understanding of the potential effects of climate change on the characteristic landscapes
of the SLVIA Study Area and to develop longer term strategies that will mitigate any adverse
effects of climate change.

17.6.8.5 The owner and operator of the ABWP1, Arklow Energy Limited has commenced pre-application
consultation (Case Reference OC27.321635) with the appropriate local authorities to
decommission ABWP1, which has reached the end of its operating life. The ABWP1 team has
begun engaging with the Maritime Area Regulatory Authority (MARA) and is working closely with
An Coimisiun Pleanala to agree on the details of the decommissioning and removal works but
there are no timelines yet for that decommissioning process. Given that there is no timeline for
the decommissioning and that the ABWP1 turbines are still present in the seascape (and shown
in the photographs/wirelines in Appendix 17:3 and 17.4), the assessment assumes a
precautionary scenario that ABWP1 is part of the baseline and considers its decommissioning
within the Tier 3 cumulative assessment (in Section 17.12.5).

17.6.8.6 17.6.8.5 One of the key drivers for change within the SLVIA Study Area that is likely to change
the current baseline scenario is the need for further renewable energy infrastructure development,
including offshore wind farm development. The Climate Action Plan (Government of Ireland,
20242025) (CAP 20242025) includes a national target of at least 5GW of generating capacity
from offshore wind by 2030, much of which is proposed to be sited in the Irish Sea. CAP 20242025
aims to close the emissions gap and sets ambitious climate action targets for delivery on Ireland’s
climate goals, which will inevitably result in changes to landscape and seascape character in
order accommodate infrastructure projects capable of meeting this target.

17.6.8.7 17.6.8.6 Further development pressures which may change the baseline conditions, include
suburbanisation and increased tourist development influences, particularly around the coastal
landscapes and established coastal towns within the SLVIA Study Area, which have potential to
increase the developed influence and reduce perceived naturalness of the coastline.

17.6.9 Data limitations
17.6.9.1 There are some data limitations relating to seascape, landscape and visual amenity, however

these do not affect the robustness of this assessment. The identified gaps are considered to be
limited and will not affect the assessments of likely significance assessed for relevant receptors.

17.6.9.2 There are limitations in the production of photomontage and wireline visualisations (Volume III,
Appendix 17.3: Seascape and Landscape Visual Impact Visuals (Project Design Option 1)
(Revised March 2026), Figure 17.19.1 to Figure 17.47.117.50.1 and Volume III, Appendix 17.4:
Seascape and Landscape Visual Impact Visuals (Project Design Option 2) (Revised March 2026)
Figure 17.19.2 to Figure 17.47.217.50.2) and ZTVs (Volume III, Appendix 17.5y: Seascape and
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Landscape Visual Impact Assessment Figures (Revised March 2026), Figure 17.6.1 and 17.6.2)
as assessment tools, and limitations in the accuracy of digital terrain model (DTM) data, which
are described in Volume III, Appendix 17.1: SLVIASeascape and Landscape Visual Impact
Assessment Methodology (Revised March 2026). The use of detailed terrain models (Ordnance
Survey (OS) Ireland 10m resolution)), production of visualisations to recognised standard and
field survey assessment of impacts minimises these limitations.

17.6.9.3 Effects have not been downgraded either in magnitude or significance due to variations as a
result of weather/visibility and how frequently/infrequently the effects will be experienced. Effects
are based on a maximum theoretical visibility scenario with clear meteorological visibility
conditions, and need to be considered in the context of the limited time effects will actually occur.

17.6.9.4 As described in full in Section 17.12, there are limitations with regards projects included in the
cumulative assessment, particularly those at ScepingApplication stage at the time of writing,
which include Dublin Bay and Codling Wind Parksuch as the other Phase 1 projects. Information
sharing has taken place between the Developer and the Phase 1 projects which are included in
the cumulative assessment in order to allow a greater degree of certainty in the cumulative
assessment, and this project design information has since been published in the respective EIAR
for each Phase 1 project application. Information received directly from these projects and
presented in their EIAR has therefore formed the basis for the maximum design scenario (MDS)
for these projects in the assessment of cumulative effects- and is the most up to date information
available at the time of writing this assessment.

17.7 Key parameters for assessment

17.7.1 Project Design Options and parameters
17.7.1.1 The assessment of significance of effects has been carried out on both of the two discrete Project

Design Options detailed in Volume II, Chapter 4, Description of Development (Revised March
2026). This approach has allowed for a robust and full assessment of the Proposed Development.

17.7.1.2 The two Project Design Options and parameters relevant to each potential impact are detailed in
Table 17.10 and Table 17.11.

Volume II, Chapter 17: Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (Revised March 2026) 32



















  

 

Volume II, Chapter 17: Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (Revised March 2026) 41 

 

Plate 17.1: Overview of approach to SLVIA  

17.8.2 Impact assessment criteria 
 

 

GOBe
APEMGroup

z lsse
Renewables

17.8.1.8 The SLVIA is based on the design parameters described in Volume III, Chapter 4: Description of
Development (Revised March 2026), and the Project Design Options identified as appropriate for
the SLVIA as described in Section 17.7.

Project DescriptionScoping Actions:
Scope of assessment
Defining the study area
Identifying potential
effects

Factored in measures
(including prqeci design)

Seascape, Landscape and Visual BaselineBaseline Actions:
Consultation
Data gathering
Site survey
ZTV and viewpoint
analysis
Identification of baseline
receptors

Seascape, Landscape and Visual Assessment
(including cumulative)

Evaluating Sensitivity

Value Susceptibility

Assessing Magnitude

Scale I Size Geographic
extent

Seascape. Landscape and
Visual Effects

Duration
of

EffectDefining Significance

Assessment Actions:
Iterative assessment
and evaluation
Defining significance
Design of environmental
embedded measures
Reporting

Not Significant Significant

Plate 17.1: Overview of approach to SLVIA

17.8.2 Impact assessment criteria
17.8.2.1 The seascape, landscape and visual effects (and whether they are significant) are determined by

an assessment of the 'sensitivity' of each receptor or group of receptors and the 'magnitude of
change' that would result from the Proposed Development.

17.8.2.2 The evaluation of sensitivity takes account of the value and susceptibility of the receptor to the
Proposed Development. This is combined with an assessment of the magnitude of change which
takes account of the size and scale of the proposed change. By combining assessments of
sensitivity and magnitude of change, a level of seascape, landscape or visual effect can be
evaluated and determined. The resulting level of effect is described in terms of whether it is
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significant or not significant, and the geographical extent, duration and the type of effect is
described as either direct or indirect; temporary or permanent (reversible); cumulative; and
beneficial, neutral or adverse.

SENSITIVITY

17.8.2.3 The sensitivity of seascape, landscape and visual receptors is an expression of the combination
of the judgements made about the value of that receptor and its susceptibility to the specific type
of change or the development proposed. Landscape value is the ‘inherent’ component, which is
independent of the development proposal, while the other component, susceptibility, is
development specific.

17.8.2.4 The value of a seascape, landscape or view receptor is a reflection of the value that society
attaches to that seascape, landscape or view. There are a range of factors that are used to
establish value but the presence of designations at national or local levels often reflects the level
of value or importance they signify to society. The range of factors that can be considered when
identifying landscape value include natural heritage, cultural heritage, landscape condition,
associations, distinctiveness, recreational, perceptual (scenic), perceptual (wildness and
tranquillity) and functional factors (Landscape Institute, 2021).

17.8.2.5 The susceptibility of a seascape or landscape to change is a reflection of its ability to
accommodate the changes that will occur as a result of the addition of the Proposed
Development, based on its characteristics, robustness, scale, topography, openness/enclosure,
perceptual qualities and the associations between the landscape/seascape receptor and the
Proposed Development. The susceptibility of visual receptors (people) relates mainly to the
activity of the viewer (residents, motorists, walkers etc) and the experience of the viewer - the
extent to which attention or interest may be focused on the view and visual amenity, which
combine to influence how susceptible viewers are to the potential effects of the Proposed
Development.

17.8.2.6 An overall assessment of the sensitivity of each seascape, landscape and visual receptor has
been made by combining the assessment of the value of the receptor and its susceptibility to
change. In SLVIA, sensitivity is specific to the Proposed Development and to the location in
question. An overall level of sensitivity has been applied for each visual receptor or view - high,
medium-high, medium, medium-low or low. These levels are not defined as such, however the
basis for sensitivity assessments has been made clear using evidence and professional
judgement in the evaluation of each receptor, with reference to criteria that tend towards higher
or lower sensitivity levels as set out in Volume III, Technical Appendix 13.1: SLVIA17.1: Seascape
and Landscape Visual Impact Assessment Methodology (Revised March 2026).

MAGNITUDE

17.8.2.7 This section describes the criteria applied in this chapter to assign values to the magnitude of
potential impacts and the sensitivity of the receptors. The terms used to define magnitude and
sensitivity are based on those which are described in further detail in Volume II, Chapter 5: EIA
Methodology (Revised March 2026) of the EIAR.

17.8.2.8 The magnitude of change affecting seascape, landscape and visual receptors is an expression
of the scale of the change that will result from the Proposed Development and is dependent on a
number of variable regarding the size or scale of the change that will arise. The geographic extent
over which the change will be experienced is also assessed, which is distinct from the size or
scale of change. Magnitude levels for the SLVIA are defined in Table 17.13.
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17.10.1.2 To the east, views are available of the coastline and the Irish Sea, with the headland at Wicklow
Head in the foreground. The headland is clothed in rough grassland and bracken and features
rocky outcrops, stone walls and isolated clumps of woody vegetation. The operational lighthouse
is screened from view by the topography of the headland, although the disused ‘Front Lighthouse’
can be seen to the north-east

17.10.1.3Views are also available over the Irish Sea to the south, and the coastline is clearly visible
including the nearby headlands at Ardmore Point and Ballynacarrig together with coastal farmland
featuring mature hedgerow vegetation. Further inland the afforested hills at Castletimon are
visible in the distance. Mizen Head is visible further south. The existing WTGs associated with
ABWP1 form a distinct visible element of the view to the south-east.

17.10.1.4The viewpoint is located within the Southern Coastal Area (Coastal Area AONB) which indicates
a higher value. It is a well-known amenity area and open, expansive views of the sea and
surrounding coastlines are available. Overall, the value of the view is considered to be High.

17.10.1.5This viewpoint is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors at this visitor
attraction, who are likely to have an appreciation of their surroundings. Existing views of ABWP1
reduce the susceptibility to the Proposed Development by establishing development of this type
as a feature of the baseline view. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.6Taking into account the value of the view and the receptor susceptibility, the sensitivity is
considered to be High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.7 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change experienced at
this viewpoint will be High. The main visual impacts relating to the construction and
decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated with
the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation, decommissioning and cable-
laying vessels. At a distance of 74L67.2 km to the nearest WTG, all components of the
construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will be readily visible, with
activity towards the north of the Array Area particularly evident due to its closer proximity to the
viewpoint. Taking into account the High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the effect
of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 1 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.8 During the ©peralionoperational and maintenance phase, the magnitude of change experienced
at this viewpoint will be High. The full extent of the WTGs and OSPs within the Array Area will be
visible across the open sea view to the south-east, at a distance of approximately ?T467.2 km to
the nearest WTG, although the southern OSP may be difficult to discern due to distance. They
will occupy a horizontal extent of approximately 41.8348.1°.

17.10.1.9The WTGs will be seen in front of the more distant, smaller scale WTGs within ABWP1. The
ABWP1 WTGs will appear beyond WTGs within central to southern parts of the Array Area. The
difference in scale will be apparent. The WTGs will be visible on the horizon and set against the
skyline. Their man-made appearance, upright form and movement will contrast with the horizontal
appearance of the sea. There is a degree of stacking visible across the WTGs within the centre
of the Array Area. In contrast, the WTGs within closest proximity at the northern part of the Array
Area appear more balanced in terms of spacing. Those towards the south of the Array Area are
also relatively evenly spaced, although they appear more concentrated due to the greater
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distance from the viewpoint. The WTGs will occupy a large proportion of the available views of
the seascape from this viewpoint, and the large scale of the WTGs will contrast with the existing
landscape and seascape context visible in the view.

17.10.1.10 Looking south-east, the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit by the sun in the morning.
The OSPs will be visible at the northern and southern extents of the Array Area, to the left and
right of the horizontal spread of the WTGs.

17.10.1.11 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the effect of
the Proposed Development on receptors at Wicklow Head during the operational &and
maintenance phase will be Major (significant).

Viewpoint 2: Blainroe Golf Club

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.12 This viewpoint is located at Blainroe Golf Club, to the north-east of the clubhouse on higher
ground above a small sandy bay. The viewpoint is representative of the views experienced by
recreational receptors at the golf course. Similar views are likely to be experienced by residential
receptors within the settlement of Blainroe and Kilpoole to the west.

17.10.1.13 Views are available to the east and south of the coastline and the Irish Sea with the
landscape of the golf course in the foreground. The landform of the golf course is relatively flat,
and features fairways and putting greens along with tracts of woodland and scrub and copses of
trees, many of which are coniferous. The topography slopes down steeply beyond the edge of
the golf course towards the sea to the east. There are views towards a small bay to the south-
east, contained by rocky, roughly vegetated land to the south. Several WTGs within ABWP1 are
visible to the south-east, although a number are screened from view by the coastline to the south
of the small bay.

17.10.1.14 The viewpoint is located within the Southern Coastal Area (Coastal Area AONB) which
indicates a higher value. Open views of the sea are available, although these are relatively
contained in nature. Overall, the value of the view is considered to be High.

17.10.1.15 This viewpoint is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors at the golf
course. These receptors are likely to have an appreciation of their surroundings, although the
appreciation of views over the surrounding landscape and seascape are not the primary focus of
their activities. Existing views of WTGs within ABWP1 reduce the susceptibility to the Proposed
Development by establishing development of this type as a feature of the baseline view. Overall,
the susceptibility is considered to be Medium.

17.10.1.16 Taking into account the value of the view and the receptor susceptibility, the sensitivity is
considered to be Medium-High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.17 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of &556.6 km to the nearest WTG, all components of the
construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will be readily visible, with
activity towards the north of the Array Area particularly evident due to its closer proximity to the
viewpoint.
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17.10.1.18 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 2 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.19 During the operational and maintenance phase, the magnitude of change experienced at
this viewpoint will be High. The WTGs will be located at a minimum distance of approximately
6L556.6 km, and will occupy a horizontal extent of approximately 59.5359.5°. There will be some
screening of WTGs towards the south of the Array Area by the landform of the coastline to the
south-east and vegetation within the golf course. Approximately 4715 WTGs at the southern
extent of the Array Area will be fully or heavily screened by coniferous woodland within the golf
course. The lower towers of several more WTGs will be screened by the landform.

17.10.1.20 The WTGs will be seen closer to the viewpoint than the smaller scale WTGs within ABWP1,
the lower towers of which are screened below the landform of the golf course. WTGs towards the
south of the Array Area will be situated in front of these smaller operational WTGs. The difference
in scale between the two developments will be apparent. The WTGs will be visible on the horizon
and set against the skyline. Their man-made appearance, upright form and movement will
contrast with the horizontal appearance of the sea. The existing landscape and seascape context
visible from this viewpoint to the east and south-east is relatively small-scale, with outward views
contained by the small rugged bay to the south-east. The scale of the WTGs will be contrast with
this context. An area of seascape visible to the north-east will remain undeveloped.

17.10.1.21 There is some limited stacking of WTGs in this view, with only a small number of WTGs
appearing to be stacked beyond one another. However, The WTGs within the closest, northern
part of the Array Area will appear to be positioned in groups of three to four WTGs, with gaps
between these groups. This is due to the layout of the WTGs and the angle of view towards the
Array Area from this viewpoint. The WTGs within the southern part of the Array Area will appear
in a more continuous group, and will appear well balanced and relatively evenly spaced.

17.10.1.22 Looking south-east, the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit by the sun in the morning.
The OSP at the northern extent of the Array Area will be visible, while the OSP to the south will
be screened by the coastline and vegetation cover to the south-east.

17.10.1.23 These effects will occur over a relatively limited geographical extent. The ZTV indicates
that theoretical visibility will extend throughout the surrounding landscape to a distance of
approximately 1.5 km west of the viewpoint, and further north and south. However, the
settlements of Kilpoole and Blainroe, located to the west of the viewpoint, are likely to experience
more limited visibility of the Proposed Development due to intervening vegetation within the
surrounding landscape. In particular, extensive vegetation along the R750 near Blainroe will
screen views to the east, and there will also be screening as a result of built form within the
settlements. Overall, the effects of the Proposed Development are considered to be relatively
localised to the area around the viewpoint and along the neighbouring coastline.

17.10.1.24 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Blainroe Golf Club during the operational
&and maintenance phase will be Major (significant).

Viewpoint 3: Ballynacarrig 3rd Class Road

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.25 This viewpoint is located on a minor road to the west of the small settlement of
Ballynacarrig. It is representative of views experienced by local residents travelling on roads
within the surrounding area. Similar views may be experienced by residents within the settlement.
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17.10.1.26 Views are available to the south-east from a slightly elevated location of undulating coastal
farmland with mature hedgerows and mature trees. Scattered isolated individual dwellings are
dispersed throughout. In longer-distance views, the Irish Sea is clearly visible. The existing WTGs
associated with ABWP1 form a distinct visible element of the view.

17.10.1.27 The viewpoint is located within the Southern Coastal Area (Coastal Area AONB) and the
route is designated as Prospect No. 53 by Wicklow County Council, both of which indicate a
higher value. Relatively contained views are available towards the coast, although these are seen
at longer distance, and the relationship with the coast is more limited than in other parts of the
AONB. Overall, the value of the view is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.28 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by residents travelling around the
local area in proximity to their residence. Similar views will also be experienced from scattered
residential properties within the surrounding landscape. Although road users are considered to
be of lower susceptibility due to their attention being focussed on the road, residents in the area
surrounding their properties are considered to be of higher susceptibility to changes in the
surrounding view. The presence of WTGs within ABWP1 slightly reduces susceptibility by
establishing this type of development as a feature of the baseline view. Overall, the susceptibility
is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.29 Taking into account the value of the view and the receptor susceptibility, the sensitivity is
considered to be Medium-High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.30 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of &508.5 km to the nearest WTG, all components of the
construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will be readily visible, with
activity across northern parts of the Array Area particularly evident due to its closer proximity to
the viewpoint. Some activity will be screened from view by vegetation at this viewpoint.

17.10.1.31 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 3 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.32 During the operationoperational and maintenance phase, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The WTGs will be located at a minimum distance of
approximately §7508.5 km, and will occupy a horizontal extent of approximately 8?r9487.9°. There
will be some screening of WTGs towards the north of the Array Area by the landform to the east
of the viewpoint and vegetation throughout the surrounding landscape and alongside the road.
FourSix WTGs will be fully screened, with a further two being heavily filtered. This screening
effect may be somewhat reduced in winter, when vegetation is likely to be less extensive.

17.10.1.33 The WTGs will be seen in front of the smaller scale WTGs within ABWP1 and the difference
in scale between the two developments will be apparent. The WTGs will be visible on the horizon
and set against the skyline in the most open direction of view. The Array Area will occupy almost
the full horizontal extent of the seascape visible from this location. This more open direction of
view is framed by the surrounding undulating, farmed landscape, which will draw the eye towards
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the Array Area. The man-made appearance of the WTGs, their upright form and their movement
will contrast with the horizontal appearance of the sea. The scale of the WTGs will also contrast
with the relatively small-scale, complex landscape pattern visible in the fore- to mid-ground of the
view.

17.10.1.34 There will be a degree of stacking visible across the WTGs, and some small gaps between
WTGs in the layout, due to the angle of view towards the Array Area and the layout of the WTGs.
However, overall the WTGs will appear well balanced and relatively evenly spaced.

17.10.1.35 Looking south-east, the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit by the sun in the morning.
The OSP at the northern extent of the Array Area will be screened from view by the intervening
landform and vegetation, while the OSP to the south will be visible at the far right of the Array
Area, albeit at distance.

17.10.1.36 The geographic extent of the effects is likely to be somewhat widespread. Some residents
within the settlement of Ballynacarrig are also likely to experience visibility of the Proposed
Development from within and around their properties, at a distance of approximately 7 km. Views
from within the settlement will likely be more limited than those experienced at the viewpoint, due
to screening by surrounding vegetation and the effect of topographical changes between the
viewpoint and the settlement

17.10.1.37 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the
effect of the Array Area on receptors at Ballynacarrig 3rd Class Road during the operational &and
maintenance phase will be Major (significant).

Viewpoint 4: Ballynacarrig Public House

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.38 This viewpoint is located at the junction between the R750 and a minor road, near
Ballynacarrig Public House. The viewpoint is representative of road users on the R750. Similar
views will be experienced by residential receptors within the small settlements of Brittas and
Cornagower which are positioned along the R750 close to this viewpoint.

17.10.1.39 Views are available to the south-east over the R750, with associated road signage forming
a feature of the foreground. The entrance to the Potters Point Holiday Park forms a notable
feature visible in relatively close proximity to the east. Beyond the road, land cover comprises
coastal farmland with hedgerows, some of which feature mature trees. The Irish Sea forms the
backdrop in longer distance views. To the south, the coastline at Mizen Head is visible in the
distance. The existing WTGs associated with the ABWP1 form a distinct visible element of the
view to the south-east.

17.10.1.40 The viewpoint is located within the Southern Coastal Area (Coastal Area AONB) and at the
junction between two roads which are designated as Prospect No. 31 and Prospect No. 53 by
Wicklow County Council, both of which indicate a higher value. The foreground of the view
comprises a busy road with associated signage, although there are longer-distance views to the
coastline and Irish Sea. Overall, the value of the view is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.41 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by road users travelling in both
directions on this route. Road users are considered to be of lower susceptibility due to their
attention being focussed on the road, and the presence of ABWP1 within the baseline view further
reduces susceptibility by establishing this type of development as a feature of the baseline.
Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be Medium-Low.

17.10.1.42 Taking into account the value of the view and the receptor susceptibility, the sensitivity is
considered to be Medium.
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MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.43 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 7 527.5 km to the nearest WTG, all components of the
construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will be readily visible. Activity
towards the north of the Array Area will be screened from view by intervening vegetation, while
activity across southern parts of the Array Area will be more evident.

17.10.1.44 Taking into account the Medium sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the effect
of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 4 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major-Moderate (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATION &OPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.45 During the operationoperational and maintenance phase, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The WTGs will be located at a minimum distance of
approximately 7r527.5 km, and will occupy a horizontal extent of approximately 91.5691.6°.
Approximately 17 WTGs at the northern extent of the Array Area, in closest proximity to the
viewpoint, will be fully screened by vegetation around the entrance to Potters Point to the east.
The Array Area will therefore occupy a smaller horizontal extent of the seascape and at greater
distance than that indicated by the wirelines in Figure 17.22.1.

17.10.1.46 Where visible, the WTGs will be seen in front of the smaller scale WTGs within ABWP1
and the difference in scale between the two developments will be apparent. The WTGs will be
visible on the horizon and set against the skyline in the most open direction of view. The Array
Area will occupy a large proportion of the seascape visible from this location, with a section of the
seascape to the south of the Array Area remaining undeveloped. This more open direction of
view is framed by the surrounding undulating farmed landscape, which will draw the eye towards
the Array Area, and road users travelling along the minor road will experience direct views in this
direction. For road users travelling along the R750, views towards the Array Area will be oblique.

17.10.1.47 The man-made appearance of the WTGs, their upright form and their movement will
contrast with the horizontal appearance of the sea, although they will be seen in the context of
road signage along the R750 which will slightly moderate the magnitude of change. The large
scale of the WTGs will be apparent and will appear to contrast with the scale of the existing
landscape and seascape context.

17.10.1.48 There will be a degree of stacking visible across the WTGs, with the blades of a number
of WTGs appearing to overlap, and some gaps between groups of WTGs, due to the angle of
view towards the Array Area and the layout of the WTGs. However, overall the WTGs will appear
relatively well balanced, particularly towards the south of the Array Area. WTGs within the central
part of the visible section of the Array Area will appear most uneven. This is also the portion of
the view in which the ABWP1 WTGs are visible, creating a somewhat cluttered layout in this part
of the Array Area.

17.10.1.49 Looking south-east, the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit by the sun in the morning.
The OSP at the northern extent of the Array Area will be screened from view by the intervening
vegetation, while the OSP to the south will be visible at the far right of the Array Area, albeit at
distance.
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17.10.1.50 The geographic extent of the effects is likely to be relatively contained. Within the nearby
settlements of Brittas and Cornagower, visibility of the Proposed Development will be reduced
compared to that experienced at the viewpoint. This is due to screening by intervening vegetation
along the R750 and in the surroundings of properties, and the position of the viewpoint in a
particularly open part of the landscape. Towards Cornagower, sand dunes along the coast will
also prevent views to the east towards the Proposed Development.

17.10.1.51 Taking into account the Medium sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the effect
of the Proposed Development on receptors at Ballynacarrig Public House during the operational
&and maintenance phase will be Major-Moderate (significant).

Viewpoint 5: Brittas Bay Beach

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.52 This viewpoint is located on the beach at Brittas Bay, close to the path which leads between
the beach and the Brittas Bay North car park. Views are representative of those experienced by
recreational receptors visiting the beach.

17.10.1.53 From this point near the centre of the bay, panoramic views are available to the north-east,
east and south-east. Views are available of the Irish Sea with the expansive beach at Brittas Bay
in the foreground. The coastal promontory associated with Ballynacarrig is clearly visible to the
north. Mizen Head is clearly visible to the south of the viewpoint. The existing WTGs associated
with the ABWP1 form a distinct visible element of the view to the south-east.

17.10.1.54 The viewpoint is located within the Southern Coastal Area (Coastal Area AONB), which
indicates a higher value. It is a well-used visitor attraction, and open, expansive views of the sea
and surrounding coastlines are available. The overall value of the view is considered to be High.

17.10.1.55 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors, whose
attention is likely to be focussed on their surroundings. This indicates a higher susceptibility,
although the existing influence of ABWP1 in the baseline somewhat reduces susceptibility to
development of this type. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be High.

17.10.1.56 Taking into account the value of the view and the receptor susceptibility, the sensitivity is
considered to be High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.57 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 7 737.7 km to the nearest WTG, all components of the
construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will be readily visible. Activity
will be visible throughout the Array Area, although it will be particularly evident towards the north
due to the closer proximity of this part of the Array Area.

17.10.1.58 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the effect of
the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 5 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).
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MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE

17.10.1.59 During the operationoperational and maintenance phase, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The WTGs will be located at a minimum distance of
approximately 77737.7 km, and will occupy a horizontal extent of approximately 101.19101.2°.
They will occupy a large proportion of the view of the Irish Sea available to recreational visitors
to the beach, being seen across the view from the north-east to the south. Due to the open,
expansive views available from this location, all WTGs within the Array Area will be visible to their
full extents. The two OSPs, at the northern and southern extents of the Array Area, will also be
visible, with the northern OSP apparent in closer proximity and the southern OSP appearing at
greater distance.

17.10.1.60 The WTGs will be visible on the horizon and set against the skyline in the most open
direction of view. The man-made appearance of the WTGs, their upright form and their movement
will contrast with the horizontal appearance of the sea, and will interrupt the open, panoramic
views available from this location. The Array Area will occupy the central frame of the seascape
visible from this location, while small sections of the seascape to the north and south of the Array
Area will remain undeveloped. There are limited vertical visual reference points in this view,
although the smaller-scale WTGs within ABWP1 are visible along the horizon to the south-east.
The WTGs within the Array Area will be seen in front of the WTGs within ABWP1 and the
difference in scale between the developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.61 There will be some stacking towards the central part of the Array Area, where the blades
of several WTGs will appear to overlap, and there will be some gaps on either side of WTGs.
Towards northern and southern parts of the Array Area, the WTGs will appear to be more
balanced in terms of spacing. However, overall the WTGs will appear relatively balanced,
particularly towards the northern and southern parts of the Array Area.

17.10.1.62 Looking south-east, the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit by the sun in the morning.
In clear weather it would appear side-lit by the afternoon sun, brightening the appearance of the
turbines.

17.10.1.63 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the effect of
the Proposed Development on receptors at Brittas Bay Beach during the operational &and
maintenance phase will be Major (significant).

Viewpoint 6: Tongelee 3rd Class Road

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.64 This viewpoint is located on a minor road near Tongelee, to the west of Brittas Bay. It is
representative of views experienced by road users travelling south-east along this route.

17.10.1.65 To the east and south-east, views are available of undulating coastal farmland in the
foreground, in use as pasture. The coastline and Irish Sea are clearly visible in the distance. To
the north, an isolated dwelling and associated grounds is visible in the foreground. Views to the
east and south are available of farmland with mature hedgerows. The coastal promontory of
Mizen Head is clearly visible to the south-east, framing the curved beach at Brittas Bay. There
are also views of the coastline to the south of Mizen Head in longer-distance views. The existing
offshore wind turbines associated with ABWP1 form a distinct visible element of the view to the
south-east.

17.10.1.66 The viewpoint is located within the Southern Coastal Area (Coastal Area AONB), and the
minor road is designated as Prospect No. 23 by Wicklow County Council, both of which indicate
a higher value. The fore- and mid-ground of the view to the south-east comprises a large field of
rough pasture, and the minor road is also visible in the foreground to the west, although there are
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also longer-distance views to the coastline and Irish Sea. Overall, the value of the view is
considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.67 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by road users travelling south-east
on this route. Road users are considered to be of lower susceptibility due to their attention being
focussed on the road, and the presence of ABWP1 within the baseline view further reduces
susceptibility by establishing this type of development as a feature of the baseline. However,
some road users are likely to be residents travelling through the area surrounding their properties,
who will have a greater susceptibility to change. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be
Medium.

17.10.1.68 Taking into account the value of the view and the receptor susceptibility, the sensitivity is
considered to be Medium-High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.69 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium-High. The main visual impacts relating to the
construction and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements
associated with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are
in place in addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or
decommissioning vessels and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 088.9 km to the nearest
WTG, all components of the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development
will be readily visible. Activity across the very northern part of the Array Area will be screened by
intervening landform and vegetation. Activity throughout the rest of the Array Area will be evident.

17.10.1.70 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the Medium-High magnitude of
change, the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 6 during the
construction and decommissioning phases will be Major-Moderate (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE

17.10.1.71 During the operationoperational and maintenance phase, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium-High. From this slightly elevated viewpoint, the Array
Area will be visible across the open sea view, occupying around 94 .0094.0’ of the view at a
distance of approximately 088.9 km to the nearest WTG. It will be seen across the view from
the north-east to the south, in the context of the existing ABWP1.

17.10.1.72 The view from this slightly elevated position is framed by the foreground topography, which
draws the eye towards the open sea to the south-east. Eleven WTGs at the northern extent of
the Array Area will be screened from view by the topography and vegetation in the foreground to
the east of the viewpoint. The lower parts of two further WTGs will also be screened by the
topography, with just the blade tips of one and blades and upper towers of the other being visible
above the agricultural land to the east. All other WTGs within the Array Area will be visible to their
full extents, positioned in the most open direction of views from this location. The WTGs will be
visible on the horizon and set against the skyline, their man-made appearance, upright form and
movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea. However, they will be read with
other man-made features to the right of the view, and the elevated position of the view and nature
of the topography in the foreground of this view means that they will not appear as the tallest
elements in the view.

17.10.1.73 There will be some limited stacking of WTGs throughout the horizontal extent of the Array
Area, and some WTGs towards the northern extent of the layout will appear to be arranged in
pairs or small groups, with associated gaps on either side. However, overall the layout will appear
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relatively well balanced. The WTGs will be seen alongside the WTGs within ABWP1 and the
difference in scale between the two developments will be evident. The southern OSP will be
theoretically visible, although likely difficult to discern due to distance, while the northern OSP will
be screened by the topography and vegetation to the north-east of the viewpoint.

17.10.1.74 Looking south-east from this viewpoint the Proposed Development will sometimes appear
backlit by the sun in the morning. In clear weather it would appear side-lit by the afternoon sun,
brightening the appearance of the turbines.

17.10.1.75 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the Medium-High magnitude of
change, the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Tongelee 3rd Class Road during
the operational &and maintenance phase will be Major-Moderate (significant).

Viewpoint 7: Ballinvally, 3rd Class Road

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.76 This viewpoint is located on a minor road near Ballinvally, to the north of the small
settlement of Barranisky, north of Arklow. It is representative of views experienced by local
residents travelling on roads within the surrounding area.

17.10.1.77 Views are available from this elevated position of an expanse of farmed hills to the north
which merge into a more gently undulating to relatively flat coastal farmland further south. Fields
are bounded by mature hedgerows with frequent mature trees. Large tracts of woodland are
dispersed throughout. The coastline and the Irish Sea are clearly visible in the distance to the
east. Mizen Head is identifiable by the high sand dunes just visible in the view. The existing
offshore wind turbines associated with the ABWP1 form a distinct visible element of the view.

17.10.1.78 The viewpoint is located within the South East Mountain Lowlands (AHA 3) and the route
is designated as Prospect No. 35 by Wicklow County Council, both of which indicate a higher
value. It occupies an elevated position and offers expansive, panoramic views over the
surrounding landscape and coastline, although there are also foreground views of the minor road
which detract slightly from its value. Overall, the value is considered to be High.

17.10.1.79 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by residents travelling around the
local area in proximity to their residence. Similar views will also be experienced from scattered
residential properties within the surrounding landscape. Although road users are considered to
be of lower susceptibility due to their attention being focussed on the road, residents in the area
surrounding their properties are considered to be of higher susceptibility to changes in the
surrounding view. The presence of WTGs within ABWP1 slightly reduces susceptibility by
establishing this type of development as a feature of the baseline view. Overall, the susceptibility
is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.80 Taking into account the value of the view and the receptor susceptibility, the sensitivity is
considered to be High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.81 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium-High. The main visual impacts relating to the
construction and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements
associated with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are
in place in addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or
decommissioning vessels and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 13.5913.6 km to the nearest
WTG, all components of the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development

Volume II, Chapter 17: Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (Revised March 2026) 58



  

 

Volume II, Chapter 17: Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (Revised March 2026) 59 

 

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL 
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Viewpoint 8: Ballinaskea, 3rd Class Road 

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE 

 

 

GOBe
APEMGroup

z lsse
Renewables

will be readily visible. Activity across the very southern part of the Array Area will be screened by
intervening landform and vegetation. Activity throughout the rest of the Array Area will be evident.

17.10.1.82 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the Medium-High magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 7 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.83 During the operationoperational and maintenance phase, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium-High. From this elevated view the Array Area will
be visible across the open sea view, at a distance of approximately 13.5913.6 km to the nearest
WTG. It will occupy a horizontal extent of approximately 75.1975.2°, and will extend across the
majority of the seascape visible from this location. It will be seen in the context of the existing
WTGs within ABWP1, and the difference in scale between the two developments will be evident

17.10.1.84 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and set against the skyline, and their man-made
appearance, upright form and movement will contrast with the horizontal appearance of the sea.
However, they will be seen in the context of the existing WTGs within ABWP1, as well as man-
made features to the right of the view, including coniferous forestry and the minor road. N+neTen
WTGs at the southern extent of the Array Area will be fully screened by the topography and
coniferous forestry to the east of the road, with two further WTGs heavily filtered by the forestry.
One OSP will be visible at the northern extent of the Array Area, to the east, while the southern
OSP will be screened by the topography.

17.10.1.85 The large scale and vertical nature of the WTGs will appear to contrast with the relatively
complex, small-scale landscape which occupies the fore- to mid-ground of the view, and will
increase the magnitude of change associated with them. However, the minimum distance of
approximately 13.59 km between the nearest WTG and this viewpoint will slightly moderate the
magnitude of change. This is a somewhat incidental viewpoint from an open, elevated location
within the surrounding landscape, which otherwise tends to be relatively heavily vegetated and
enclosed.

17.10.1.86 The layout of the WTGs will be relatively evenly spaced and well balanced, particularly
towards the northern part of the Array Area. Towards the southern extent of the visible part of the
Array Area, the WTGs will appear to be arranged in pairs, with associated gaps on either side of
each pair, due to the layout of the WTGs and the angle of view towards the Array Area. This will
create a slightly more uneven appearance across this part of the Array Area.

17.10.1.87 Looking east and south-east from this viewpoint the WTGs will sometimes appear backlit
by the sun in the morning. In clear weather the Array Area will appear side-lit by the afternoon
sun, brightening the appearance of the WTGs.

17.10.1.88 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the Medium-High magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Ballinvally 3rd Class Road during the
operational Sand maintenance phase will be Major (significant).

Viewpoint 8: Ballinaskea, 3rd Class Road

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.89 This viewpoint is located on a minor road near Ballinaskea, to the east of Ballymoyle
Forest. It is representative of views experienced by local residents travelling on roads within the
surrounding area.

17.10.1.90 To the east, views are available from this elevated location of an expanse of coastal
farmland with abundant mature hedgerow vegetation and scattered isolated dwellings. Small
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clumps of mature woodland and mature trees feature in the foreground along with farm buildings.
The coastline and Irish Sea are clearly visible in the distance along with high sand dunes in the
vicinity of Mizen Head and further south along the coast. Low voltage overhead powerlines cross
this landscape. Traffic on the M11 / N11 route is also visible between gaps in the mid-ground
vegetation. Further north, the afforested hills near Castletimon are visible. The existing WTGs
associated with ABWP1 form a distinct visible element of the view.

17.10.1.91 This viewpoint is not located within any designated landscapes, nor designated as a
Prospect, which would indicate a higher value. However, it offers local value due to the panoramic
nature of the views available. Overall, the value of the view is considered to be Medium.

17.10.1.92 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by residents travelling around the
local area in proximity to their residence. Similar views will also be experienced from scattered
residential properties within the surrounding landscape. Although road users are considered to
be of lower susceptibility due to their attention being focussed on the road, residents in the area
surrounding their properties are considered to be of higher susceptibility to changes in the
surrounding view. The presence of WTGs within ABWP1 slightly reduces susceptibility by
establishing this type of development as a feature of the baseline view. This is also a relatively
incidental viewpoint which offers open, longer-distance views from within this otherwise relatively
enclosed, vegetated landscape. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.93 Taking into account the value of the view and the receptor susceptibility, the sensitivity is
considered to be Medium-High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.94 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium-High. The main visual impacts relating to the
construction and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements
associated with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are
in place in addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or
decommissioning vessels and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 1 1.4911.5 km to the nearest
WTG, all components of the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development
will be readily visible. Activity across parts of the Array Area will be screened by intervening
vegetation, although this effect will be relatively limited, and generally activity throughout the Array
Area will be evident.

17.10.1.95 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the Medium-High magnitude of
change, the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 8 during the
construction and decommissioning phases will be Major-Moderate (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.96 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Medium-High. From this slightly elevated view the Proposed
Development will be visible across the open sea view. It will occupy approximately 95.1395.1° of
the view from north-east to south-east, and will be seen in the context of the existing WTGs within
ABWP1 that are visible in the centre of the baseline view. The WTGs will be seen at a minimum
distance of approximately 11.4911.5 km.

17.10.1.97 Three WTGs at the southern extent of the Array Area will be screened from view by
vegetation in the foreground to the south-east of the viewpoint. There will be some further filtering
of the lower parts of several WTGs within the central part of the Array Area, again by vegetation
in the foreground. This effect may be somewhat reduced in winter when vegetation cover will be
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more limited. Beyond these areas, all WTGs will be seen to almost their full extents. The southern
OSP will also be screened from view, while the northern OSP will be visible towards the left of
the view.

17.10.1.98 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and set against the skyline, and their man-made
appearance, upright form and movement will contrast with the horizontal appearance of the sea.
The WTGs will also appear to contrast with the relatively small-scale, complex pattern of the
surrounding landscape, which will emphasise their scale. However, the WTGs will be read beyond
other man-made features in the foreground of the view, including agricultural buildings. They will
also be seen alongside the WTGs within ABWP1 and the difference in scale between the two
developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.99 From this viewpoint, the layout across the northern part of the Array Area will appear
relatively even and well balanced in terms of spacing. Across the southern part of the Array Area,
the WTGs will appear to be arranged in pairs, with associated gaps in the layout on either side of
each pair, due to the angle of view towards the Array Area and the layout of the WTGs. However,
there will be limited stacking between the WTGs which helps to maintain a relatively balanced
appearance across this southern part of the layout.

17.10.1.100 Looking east to southeast from this viewpoint the WTGs will sometimes appear backlit by
the sun in the morning. In clear weather the Array Area will appear side-lit by the afternoon sun,
brightening the appearance of the WTGs.

17.10.1.101 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the Medium-High magnitude of
change, the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Ballinaskea 3rd Class Road
during the operational Sand maintenance phase will be Major-Moderate (significant).

Viewpoint 9: Johnstown, N11 / M11

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.102 This viewpoint is located on the N11 / M11 route near Johnstown, north of Junction 20. It
is representative of views experienced by road users travelling in both directions on this route.

17.10.1.103 Views are available to the east of relatively flat coastal farmland featuring fragmented
hedgerows, shelterbelts and scattered isolated mature trees against the backdrop of the Irish
Sea. A low voltage overhead line is visible crossing this landscape. The existing WTGs associated
with ABWP1 form a distinct visible element of the view.

17.10.1.104 The viewpoint is not located within any designated landscapes, which would otherwise
indicate a higher value. The viewpoint offers some local value due to the panoramic views
available, although this is limited due to the presence of the major road. Overall, the value is
considered to be Medium.

17.10.1.105 The view is experienced by road users travelling in both directions on this route. Road
users are considered to have a lower susceptibility to changes in the view due to their focus on
the road, particularly due to the speed at which vehicles are likely to be travelling on this route.
The presence of the WTGs within ABWP1 also reduces the susceptibility of the receptors to
changes associated with the Proposed Development, by establishing development of this type as
a feature of the baseline view. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be Medium-Low.

17.10.1.106 Taking into account the value of the view and the receptor susceptibility, the sensitivity is
considered to be Medium.
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MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.107 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium-High. The main visual impacts relating to the
construction and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements
associated with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are
in place in addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or
decommissioning vessels and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 1 1.8311.8 km to the nearest
WTG, all components of the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development
will be readily visible. Activity across the very northern part of the Array Area will be screened by
intervening vegetation. Activity throughout the rest of the Array Area will be evident.

17.10.1.108 Taking into account the Medium sensitivity and the Medium-High magnitude of change,
the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 9 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Moderate (significant). Moderate effects are assessed as
significant at this viewpoint due to the Medium-High magnitude of change, in comparison to other
moderate (not significant) effects which may result from a Medium or Medium-Low magnitude of
change. The relatively close proximity of the Proposed Development, at a minimum distance of
11.8311.8 km, will also contribute to the significance of the effect.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.109 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Medium-High. From this low-lying view, the Array Area will be visible
across the open sea from north-east to south-east. It will occupy approximately 95.8195.8° of the
view, and will be seen in the context of the existing WTGs within ABWP1 which are visible in the
baseline view. The WTGs will be seen at a minimum distance of approximately 11.8311.8 km.
Views towards the Array Area will be experienced at an oblique angle for road users travelling at
speed on this route.

17.10.1.110 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and set against the skyline, their man-made
appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea.
However, they will be seen in the context of man-made features in the mid-ground of the view,
including an overhead line which will be apparent at a similar distance above the horizon. They
will also be seen alongside the WTGs within ABWP1, and the difference in scale between the two
developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.111 To the left of the view the northern portion of the Array Area will be positioned behind
vegetation in the mid-ground of the view, reducing the visibility of WTGs in this direction.
Approximately four WTGs will be fully screened, although this effect may be reduced in winter
when vegetation cover will be more limited. Views towards several other WTGs will be heavily
filtered. The WTGs will occupy a relatively large proportion of the seascape visible from this
viewpoint.

17.10.1.112 The WTGs will appear relatively well balanced in terms of spacing. At the southern extent
of the Array Area, and across a small part of the layout towards the north, there will be slightly
more stacking of WTGs and the layout will appear less balanced, although this effect is only
observed over a small proportion of the Array Area, with the majority of the WTGs appearing
relatively evenly spaced. The southern OSP will be visible to the south-east, while the northern
OSP will be screened from view by vegetation.

17.10.1.113 This is a relatively incidental, fleeting view from a part of the road with open views to the
east, while other parts of the M11 / N11 route are relatively enclosed due to the presence of
extensive vegetation cover. The WTGs will be read with existing man-made features in the view
such as overhead lines.
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17.10.1.114 Looking east to south-east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit
by the sun in the morning. In clear weather it will appear side-lit by the afternoon sun, brightening
the appearance of the WTGs.

17.10.1.115 Taking into account the Medium sensitivity and the Medium-High magnitude of change,
the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Johnstown, N11 I M11 during the
operational &and maintenance phase will be Moderate (significant). Moderate effects are
assessed as significant at this viewpoint due to the Medium-High magnitude of change, in
comparison to other moderate (not significant) effects which may result from a Medium or
Medium-Low magnitude of change. The relatively close proximity of the Proposed Development,
at a minimum distance of 1 1.8311.8 km, will also contribute to the significance of the effect.

Viewpoint 10: Ferry Bank, Arklow

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.116 This viewpoint is located on a footpath along the shoreline within Arklow, within the
northern part of the settlement, adjacent to Seaview Avenue. It is representative of the views
experienced by recreational receptors walking along the shoreline, which forms part of the
Kynoch Heritage Walk. Residents within Arklow may experience similar views.

17.10.1.117 Views are available of the Irish Sea to the east with the existing WTGs associated with the
ABWP1 visible as a distinct element of the view. The views of the sea occupy a large proportion
of the view with the coastline to the north and the south very much in the peripheral view. Views
to the north are available of the gently curved coastline featuring vegetated sand dunes and beach
areas overlooked inland by the local afforested hill at Glenteige. To the south, Arklow Harbour is
clearly visible, including harbour walls and industrial buildings and structures close to the coast.
The summit of Arklow Rock, near Arklow Head, is also clearly visible in the distance behind the
harbour area to the right.

17.10.1.118 The viewpoint is not located within any designated landscapes which would otherwise
indicate a higher value, although it is situated on the promoted Kynoch Heritage Walk. It provides
local value due to the expansive and panoramic sea views. Overall, the value is considered to be
Medium-High.

17.10.1.119 The view is experienced by recreational receptors walking on the Kynoch Heritage Walk
and residents of Arklow, whose attention is likely to be focussed on their surroundings, which
indicates a higher susceptibility to changes in the surrounding view. The presence of the WTGs
within ABWP1 slightly reduces the susceptibility of the receptors to changes associated with the
Proposed Development, due to the existing presence of this type of development. Overall, the
susceptibility is considered to be High.

17.10.1.120 Taking into account the value of the view and the receptor susceptibility, the sensitivity is
considered to be High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.121 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 12.1012.1 km to the nearest WTG, all components of
the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will be readily visible.
Activity throughout the Array Area will be evident, with no screening by landform or vegetation.
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The Proposed Development will introduce a number of offshore lights in the night-time sea view
during these phases.

17.10.1.122 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the effect of
the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 10 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.123 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be High. From this low-lying view the Array Area will be visible across the
open sea view, occupying around 0473394.9° of the view from north-east to south-east at a
distance of approximately 12.1012.1 km to the nearest WTG. The WTGs will be seen in the
context of the existing WTGs within ABWP1 which are noticeable to the east.

17.10.1.124 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and set against the skyline, their man-made
appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea.
They will be read in the context of the existing WTGs within ABWP1, although the difference in
scale between the two developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.125 All WTGs within the Array Area will be visible, due to the open, expansive nature of views
over the Irish Sea from this location. The Array Area will occupy the majority of the seascape
visible from this location, with limited areas of open seascape seen to the north and south of the
WTGs. To the south-east the WTGs will be read in the context of the built form of Arklow Harbour.
Although there is existing man-made development visible in this view to the west and south within
Arklow, the Array Area will extend evidence of man-made development into the view to the east,
which currently represents the only open, undeveloped direction of views. Both OSPs, at the
northern and southern extents of the Array Area, will be visible.

17.10.1.126 Overall, the WTGs will appear well balanced and evenly spaced throughout the full extent
of the Array Area, with a limited degree of stacking of some WTGs, and a slightly more cluttered
appearance across a small area at the southern extentprimarily within central to northern parts of
the Array Area, with WTGs across southern parts appearing well balanced.

17.10.1.127 Looking north-east to south-east from this viewpoint the WTGs will sometimes appear
backlit by the sun in the morning. In clear weather it will appear side-lit by the afternoon sun,
brightening the appearance of the turbines.

17.10.1.128 Although the ZTV indicates relatively widespread visibility throughout this part of the
settlement, this does not take into account the effect of screening by built form, and actual visibility
will be much lower. While residents within Arklow may experience similar views as those
experienced at the viewpoint, these are likely to be more limited, due to a greater distance from
the Proposed Development and the effect of intervening built form. Settlement within this northern
part of the town is generally focussed away from the coast, with the exception of ‘The Bungalows'
caravan park, although receptors within the caravan park are not considered to be permanent
residents of Arklow.

17.10.1.129 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the effect of
the proposed Development on receptors at Ferry Bank, Arklow during the operational &and
maintenance phase will be Major (significant).
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Viewpoint 11: Arklow Town

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.130 This viewpoint is located within Arklow, on Yellow Lane at the point at which it crosses the
railway line, near Arklow train station. It is representative of the views experienced by residents
within Arklow, both from within their properties and travelling around the local area.

17.10.1.131 Views are available of the built-up area of Arklow, including rooftops of residential areas,
open spaces and some larger scale industrial buildings. Overhead lines attached to public lighting
columns cross part of the view. The Irish Sea forms the backdrop to the view to the east. Arklow
Rock is partially visible to the south behind residential areas. The existing WTGs associated with
ABWP1 form a distinct visible element of the central view.

17.10.1.132 The viewpoint is not located within any designated landscapes which would otherwise
indicate a higher value. It provides some local value due to the views towards the sea, although
the view generally is over a built-up area. Overall, the value is considered to be Medium.

17.10.1.133 Residents within Arklow are likely to have an appreciation of views of their surroundings,
which indicates a higher susceptibility to changes in the surrounding view, although existing
extensive built development within the town somewhat reduces this susceptibility. Overall, the
susceptibility is considered to be High.

17.10.1.134 Taking into account the value of the view and the receptor susceptibility, the sensitivity is
considered to be Medium-High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.135 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 13.1013.1 km to the nearest WTG, all components of
the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will be readily visible. Sea-
level activity across the very southern part of the Array Area will be screened by intervening
landform, built form and vegetation within Arklow. Across this area, construction and
decommissioning activity will be restricted to views of the WTGs as they are constructed or
removed. Activity throughout the rest of the Array Area will be evident.

17.10.1.136 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 11 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.137 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be High. From this location within the settlement of Arklow, all WTGs
within the Array Area will be visible to some extent across the open sea view, occupying
approximately 89.3189.3'' of the view at a distance of 13.1013.1 km to the nearest WTG. The
WTGs will be seen in the context of the existing WTGs within ABWP1 which are visible to the
east.

17.10.1.138 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and set against the skyline, their man-made
appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea.
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They will be seen in the seascape context to the north-east and east, as well as extending above
the horizon formed by built development within Arklow to the south-east, and will appear to occupy
much of the horizon visible from this viewpoint.

17.10.1.139 The WTGs will be seen beyond, and read in the context of, other man-made features within
the settlement of Arklow across the entire foreground view. The large scale of the WTGs will
appear somewhat contrasting with the scale of existing development within the fore- to mid-
ground. Towards the south of the Array Area, the lower parts of several WTGs will be screened
beyond built form and vegetation within Arklow, which will somewhat reduce visibility in this
direction, although all WTGs will remain visible to some extent.

17.10.1.140 Overall the layout will appear relatively well balanced, although there will be some stacking
of WTGs throughout the horizontal extent of the Array Area. Towards central to southernnorthern
parts of the Array Area, with WTGs across southern parts appearing well balanced. Towards the
central part of the Array Area, several WTGs will appear to be arranged in pairs with associated
gaps on either side of each pair. One OSP at the northern extent of the Array Area will be visible,
while the southern OSP will be screened by intervening topography and vegetation.

17.10.1.141 Looking north-east to south-east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear
backlit by the sun in the morning. In clear weather it will appear side-lit by the afternoon sun,
brightening the appearance of the WTGs.

17.10.1.142 The geographic extent of effects is likely to be relatively limited. Although the ZTV indicates
widespread visibility throughout this part of the settlement, actual visibility will be much lower. The
viewpoint is positioned within a part of the settlement with relatively open views to the north-east;
other parts of the settlement will have more limited views towards the Proposed Development
due to the orientation of the streets and screening by intervening built form.

17.10.1.143 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Arklow Town during the operational &and
maintenance phase will be Major (significant).

Viewpoint 12: Moneyribbin 3rd Class Road

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.144 This viewpoint is located on a minor road near Moneyribbin, to the west of Arklow. It is
representative of views experienced by local residents travelling on roads within the surrounding
area.

17.10.1.145 Views are available from an elevated location of a vast expansive farmed landscape in an
easterly direction with the Irish Sea in the distance. The hill summits of Glenteige and Tara Hill
are visible at the extreme left and right part of the view respectively. The farmland sweeps down
gently to the valley near Coolgreany in the centre of the view. Field boundaries are marked with
mature hedgerow vegetation and larger linear and rectangular tracts of woodland are visible
within the valley landscape. In the middle distance to the south-east, a large tract of commercial
coniferous forestry occupies part of the view. The coastline is visible to the east, along with focal
points such as Arklow Rock. The existing WTGs associated with ABWP1 are visible elements of
the view to the left of Arklow Rock.

17.10.1.146 The viewpoint is located within the Southern Hills (AHA 2) which indicates a higher value.
It also offers some local value due to the expansive views available from this elevated position.
Overall, the value is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.147 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by residents travelling around the
local area in proximity to their residence. Similar views will also be experienced from scattered
residential properties within the surrounding landscape. Although road users are considered to
be of lower susceptibility due to their attention being focussed on the road, residents in the area

Volume II, Chapter 17: Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (Revised March 2026) 66



  

 

Volume II, Chapter 17: Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (Revised March 2026) 67 

 

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND 
DECOMMISSIONING 

 

 

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL 
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE 

 

 

 

GOBe
APEMGroup

z lsse
Renewables

surrounding their properties are considered to be of higher susceptibility to changes in the
surrounding view. The presence of WTGs within ABWP1 slightly reduces susceptibility by
establishing this type of development as a feature of the baseline view. This is also a relatively
incidental viewpoint which offers open, longer-distance views from within this otherwise relatively
enclosed, vegetated landscape. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.148 Taking into account the judgements of value and susceptibility, the overall sensitivity is
considered to be Medium-High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.149 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium-High. The main visual impacts relating to the
construction and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements
associated with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are
in place in addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or
decommissioning vessels and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 21.1921.2 km to the nearest
WTG, all components of the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development
will be readily visible. Activity across the very northern part of the Array Area will be screened by
intervening landform and vegetation. Activity throughout the rest of the Array Area will be evident.

17.10.1.150 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the Medium-High magnitude of
change, the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 12 during the
construction and decommissioning phases will be Major-Moderate (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.151 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phases will be Medium-High. From this elevated location the Array Area will be
visible across the open sea view, occupying around 59.7559.81' of the view at a distance of
approximately 21.1921.2 km to the nearest WTG. It will be seen in the context of the existing
WTGs within ABWP1 which are noticeable in the centre of the existing view. The difference in
scale between the two developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.152 Views towards approximately three WTGs at the northern extent of the Array Area will be
heavily filtered by the landform and vegetation further along the road in the mid-ground. This
effect may be more limited in winter when vegetation cover will be reduced. The northern OSP
will also be screened from view by the topography. The lower parts of the towers of WTGs across
the remaining Array Area will generally be backclothed against the sea beyond, due to the
elevated position of this viewpoint, with the hubs and blades of the WTGs appearing above the
horizon. The WTGs will be seen in the context of the generally rural view, albeit with some
evidence of man-made development in the form of coniferous forestry plantation. The Array Area
will be positioned in the most open direction of views towards the Irish Sea. A proportion of the
view of the seascape to the south-east will remain unaffected by development.

17.10.1.153 The man-made appearance, upright form and movement of the WTGs will contrast with
the horizontal appearance of the sea and be read with the complex agricultural landscape in the
foreground view. There are limited other vertical reference points in the view. This will emphasise
the large scale of the WTGs, despite the minimum distance of 21.1921.2 km between this
viewpoint and the nearest WTG. One OSP will be visible at the southern extent of the Array Area,
although it will be difficult to discern at this distance (please note that OSPs have not been
modelled into visualisations in Figure 17.30.1 due to distance of more than 20 km).
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17.10.1.154 There will be some stacking of WTGs in the view. Across central to southern parts, and a
short section towards the north of the Array Area, the WTGs will appear to be arranged in pairs,
with associated gaps on either side of each pair. This effect is due to the layout of the WTGs and
the angle of view towards the Array Area, and will extend across a relatively large horizontal
extent of the layout. This will slightly increase the magnitude of change associated with the
Proposed Development, in contrast to a more evenly spaced layout.

17.10.1.155 Looking north-east to south-east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear
backlit by the sun in the morning. In clear weather it will appear side-lit by the afternoon sun,
brightening the appearance of the turbines.

17.10.1.156 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and Medium-High magnitude of change,
the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Moneyribbin 3rd Class Road during the
operational and maintenance phase will be Major-Moderate (significant).

Viewpoint 13: Clogga Amenity Area

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.157 This viewpoint is located on a footpath above Clogga Beach, which leads between a small
car park to the west and the beach to the east. It is representative of views experienced by
recreational receptors visiting the coast.

17.10.1.158 The focus of views is to the east over the Irish Sea. The existing WTGs associated with
ABWP1 are visible elements of the view, seen at distance on the horizon. The landform along the
coast comprises low sea cliffs and rocky headlands, backed by gently undulating hills to the west.
To the north, Arklow Rock is clearly visible together with holiday homes overlooking the beach
along the coast. Mizen Head and Wicklow Head are visible in the distance with undulating
afforested hills inland. Views to the south are focussed on the local headland at Clogga including
rocky shoreline and beach, and are contained in relatively close proximity. The views of the sea
occupy a large proportion of the view with the coastline to the north and the south in the peripheral
part of the view. There is some degree of framing of these sea views by Mizen Head to the north
and the local headland at Clogga to the south.

17.10.1.159 The viewpoint is located within the Southern Coastal Area (Coastal Area AONB), which
indicates a higher value. It is a well-used visitor attraction, and open, expansive views of the sea
and surrounding coastlines are available. The overall value of the view is considered to be High.

17.10.1.160 The view is experienced by recreational receptors visiting the coast, whose attention is
likely to be focussed on their surroundings. This indicates a higher susceptibility to changes in
the surrounding view. The susceptibility of receptors at this viewpoint is slightly moderated by the
existing presence of the ABWP1 WTGs in the view to the east, which establish this type of
development as a feature of the baseline view. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be High.

17.10.1.161 Taking into account the value of the view and receptor susceptibility, the overall sensitivity
is considered to be High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.162 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 11.5711.6 km to the nearest WTG, all components of
the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will be readily visible.
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Activity across parts towards the south of the Array Area will be screened by intervening landform
and vegetation. Activity throughout the rest of the Array Area will be evident.

17.10.1.163 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the effect of
the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 13 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.164 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be High. From this location the Array Area will be visible across the open
sea view, occupying around 90.6390.6° of the view at a distance of 11.5711.6 km to the nearest
WTG. It will be seen in the context of the existing WTGs within ABWP1 that are visible to the
north-east, and the difference in scale between the two developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.165 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and set against the skyline, their man-made
appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea,
but read with the existing WTGs that are a long established component of this view. The Array
Area will occupy the majority of the open view out to sea, with only a small area of seascape to
the north of the Array Area appearing undeveloped. Views of the coastline from this location are
relatively contained by the headlands at Clogga and Arklow Head to the south-east and north-
east respectively, although there are also longer-distance views available towards the headland
of Mizen Head to the north-east. The scale of the WTGs and their relatively close proximity will
appear to contrast with the somewhat contained nature of the surrounding bay and associated
seascape, and will increase the magnitude of change associated with the Array Area.

17.10.1.166 A number of WTGs at the southern extent of the Array Area will be seen beyond landform
at the southern extent of the bay, and partially screened by associated vegetation. Due to the
greater distance between the viewpoint and northern parts of the Array Area, WTGs in this area
will appear more distant and smaller in scale, while WTGs towards the central and southern parts
of the Array Area will be more evident.

17.10.1.167 Due to the layout of the WTGs and the angle of view towards the Array Area, several WTGs
across central to southern parts will appear to be arranged in pairs, with associated gaps on either
side of each pair. These WTGs appear in closest proximity to the viewpoint, and will slightly
increase the magnitude of change compared to a more evenly spaced layout. There will also be
a degree of stacking across northern parts of the Array Area, although these WTGs are seen in
longer-distance views. Overall, the layout will have a somewhat unbalanced appearance. One
OSP at the northern extent of the Array Area will be visible, although difficult to discern at this
distance, while the southern OSP will be screened by landform and vegetation.

17.10.1.168 Looking north-east to south-east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear
backlit by the sun in the morning. In clear weather it will appear side-lit by the afternoon sun,
brightening the appearance of the WTGs.

17.10.1.169 Taking into account the High sensitivity and High magnitude of change, the effect of the
Proposed Development on receptors at Clogga Amenity Area during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Major (significant).

Viewpoint 14: Kilmichael Point

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.170 This viewpoint is located on a footpath near Kilmichael Point. It is representative of views
experienced by recreational receptors visiting the coast and residents at several properties in
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close proximity to the viewpoint. Similar views will be experienced by receptors visiting beaches
to the north and south of Kilmichael Point.

17.10.1.171 The focus of views is to the east, towards the Irish Sea. In the foreground, coastal dunes
feature rough grassland and there are stone walls and remnant stone ruins. The existing WTGs
associated with ABWP1 are visible as small elements in the distance. To the north, Arklow Rock
is clearly visible overlooking the beach along the coast and surrounding lower lying farmland.
Further northeast, Mizen Head is visible in the distance with undulating afforested hills and
uplands in the hinterland further west. Views to the south are available of the local grassed
headlands and coastline with stone walls and ruins and featuring an isolated large stone dwelling.
The views of the sea occupy a large proportion of the view with the coastline to the north and the
south in the peripheral part of the view.

17.10.1.172 The viewpoint is located within the Kilmichael Point Distinctive Landscape, as classified by
Wexford County Council, which indicates a higher value. The viewpoint is situated at a well-known
vantage point, and open, expansive views of the sea and surrounding coastlines are available.
The overall value of the view is considered to be High.

17.10.1.173 The view is experienced by recreational receptors visiting the coast and residents at nearby
properties, whose attention is likely to be focussed on their surroundings. This indicates a higher
susceptibility to changes in the surrounding view. The susceptibility of receptors at this viewpoint
is slightly moderated by the existing presence of the ABWP1 WTGs in the view to the east, which
establish this type of development as a feature of the baseline view. Overall, the susceptibility is
considered to be High.

17.10.1.174 Taking into account the value of the view and receptor susceptibility, the overall sensitivity
is considered to be High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.175 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 10.9010.8 km to the nearest WTG, all components of
the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will be readily visible.
Activity throughout the Array Area will be evident.

17.10.1.176 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the effect of
the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 14 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.177 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phases will be High. From this low lying viewpoint the Array Area will be visible
across the open sea, occupying around 85.7585.8° of the view from north-east to east. It will be
seen at a distance of approximately 10.9010.8 km to the nearest WTG, and in the context of the
WTGs within the existing ABWP1 which are visible to the north-east. The difference in scale
between the two developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.178 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and set against the skyline, their man-made
appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea,
although they will be read with the existing turbines that are a long-established component of this
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view. There are limited other man-made features or foreground elements in this view, and the
Array Area will be visible in the most open, scenic direction of views from this viewpoint. Due to
the open, expansive nature of views from this location, all WTGs within the Array Area will be
visible to their full extents. The WTGs will occupy the majority of the seascape visible from this
location.

17.10.1.179 Overall, the WTGs appear well balanced in terms of spacing, with relatively limited stacking
of WTGs. There are some small gaps between groups of WTGs across northern to central parts
of the Array Area. Several WTGs across central to southern parts of the Array Area will appear
to be arranged in pairs, with associated gaps in spacing between each pair. These WTGs are
seen in closest proximity to the viewpoint, and this uneven spacing will slightly increase the
magnitude of change in comparison to a more balanced layout. Two OSPs at the northern and
southern extent of the Array Area will appear visible, with the southern OSP appearing more
prominent due to its closer proximity, and the northern OSP difficult to discern at this distance.

17.10.1.180 Looking north-east to east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit
by the sun in the morning. In clear weather it will appear side-lit by the afternoon sun, brightening
the appearance of the WTGs.

17.10.1.181 Taking into account the High sensitivity and High magnitude of change, the effect of the
Proposed Development on receptors at Kilmichael Point during the operational and maintenance
phase will be Major (significant).

Viewpoint 15: Clones Coast Road

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.182 This viewpoint is located on Clones Coast Road, between Kilpatrick Beach and Kilbegnet
/ Kilgorman Bay Beach, to the north-east of Clone. It is representative of residential receptors at
a small number of nearby properties. Similar views will be experienced by road users on the minor
road, who are likely to be residents accessing their properties, or people staying at the nearby
holiday parks to the south-west.

17.10.1.183 The focus of views is to the east over the Irish Sea. The sea occupies a large proportion
of the view with the coastline to the north and the south in the peripheral part of the view. To the
north, the promontory associated with Kilmichael Point is clearly visible. The existing WTGs
associated with ABWP1 are visible as small elements in the distance to the east of Kilmichael
Point. The landform at the coast, comprised of undulating sand dunes with coastal edge featuring
beaches and rocky shorelines, is clearly visible along with the flat or gently undulating hinterland
further west. A number of residential properties are visible to the west of the road in views to the
north and south.

17.10.1.184 The viewpoint is not located within any landscape designations, which otherwise would
indicate a higher value. The viewpoint provides some local value due to the expansive nature of
views of the sea. Overall, the value is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.185 The view is experienced by residential receptors in close proximity to the viewpoint, whose
attention is likely to be focussed on the surroundings. This indicates a higher susceptibility to
changes in the surrounding view. The susceptibility of receptors at this viewpoint is slightly
moderated by the existing presence of the ABWP1 WTGs seen at distance in the view to the
east. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be High.

17.10.1.186 Taking into account the value of the view and receptor susceptibility, the overall sensitivity
is considered to be High.
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MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.187 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 11.6211.6 km to the nearest WTG, all components of
the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will be readily visible.
Activity throughout the Array Area will be visible, and will be particularly evident across southern
parts which are located in closer proximity to the viewpoint.

17.10.1.188 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the effect of
the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 15 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.189 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be High. From this low lying view the Proposed Development will be
visible across the open sea view, occupying around 75.1975.2° of the view at a distance of
approximately 11.6211.6 km to the nearest WTG. The WTGs will be seen in the context of the
existing ABWP1 that is visible in the baseline view, and the difference in scale between the two
developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.190 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and set against the skyline, their man-made
appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea.
The WTGs will be seen in the most open, scenic direction of views, from north-east to east. There
are limited foreground features in the baseline view which would otherwise moderate the
magnitude of change associated with the Array Area. The WTGs will occupy a relatively large
proportion of the open views out to sea, with a section of the view over the Irish Sea to the south-
east remaining unaffected. However, they will be seen alongside the existing WTGs within
ABWP1 which are a well-established feature of this view.

17.10.1.191 All WTGs within the Array Area will be visible to almost their full extents, and there will be
no screening by topography or vegetation. WTGs at the very northern extent of the Array Area
will appear well balanced, as will closer proximity WTGs within central to southern parts. WTGs
at the north of the Array Area will be more difficult to discern from this viewpoint due to distance.
Between central and northern parts, the layout will have a somewhat cluttered appearance, with
some stacking of WTGs and associated gaps between small groups of WTGs. At the southern
extent, several WTGs will be arranged in pairs or groups of three, with gaps in the layout visible
on either side of each grouppair. These WTGs will be seen in closest proximity to the viewpoint.
This somewhat uneven layout will slightly increase the magnitude of change in comparison to a
more balanced, evenly spaced layout. Two OSPs at the northern and southern extents of the
Array Area will also be visible. The southern OSP will appear more prominent due to its greater
proximity to the viewpoint while the northern OSP will be difficult to discern due to distance.

17.10.1.192 Looking north-east to eastfrom this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit
by the sun in the morning. In clear weather it would appear side-lit by the afternoon sun,
brightening the appearance of the WTGs.

17.10.1.193 Taking into account the High sensitivity and High magnitude of change, the effect of the
Proposed Development on receptors at Clones Coast Road during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Major (significant).
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Viewpoint 16: Tara Hill Minor Road

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.194 This viewpoint is located on a minor road which passes to the east of Tara Hill. It is
representative of views experienced by road users travelling in both directions on this route,
including local residents. Similar, more elevated views would be available from Tara Hill.

17.10.1.195 Views are available from this elevated location of farmland with mature hedgerow
vegetation, seen against the backdrop of the Irish Sea to the east. Small coastal settlements,
holiday parks and scattered isolated dwellings are visible dispersed throughout this farmland.
Arklow Rock is clearly visible as a small element in the distance to the north along with hill and
mountain landscapes further afield and inland. The existing WTGs associated with ABWP1 are
visible as very small elements in the distance.

17.10.1.196 The viewpoint is located within the Tara Hill Distinctive Landscape, as designated by
Wexford County Council, which indicates a higher susceptibility. The viewpoint provides local
value due to the expansive nature of views towards the coast from this elevated location. Overall,
the value is considered to be High.

17.10.1.197 The view is experienced by road users travelling north and south along this route. Road
users are considered to be of lower susceptibility to changes in the surrounding view due to their
focus on the road. However, many of these receptors are likely to be local residents travelling
along the minor road in close proximity to their properties, which would indicate a higher
susceptibility to change. Existing views of WTGs within ABWP1 slightly reduce the susceptibility
to changes associated with the Proposed Development due to establishing this type of
development as a feature of the baseline. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be Medium-
High.

17.10.1.198 Taking into account the value of the view and receptor susceptibility, the overall sensitivity
is considered to be High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.199 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium-High. The main visual impacts relating to the
construction and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements
associated with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are
in place in addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or
decommissioning vessels and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 14.4714.5 km to the nearest
WTG, all components of the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development
will be readily visible. Activity throughout the Array Area will be visible, and will be particularly
evident across southern parts which are located in closer proximity to the viewpoint.

17.10.1.200 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the Medium-High magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 16 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.201 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Medium-High. From this elevated viewpoint, the Array Area will be
visible across the open sea view from north-east to east, occupying around 60.8860.9° of the
view at a distance of approximately 14.4714.5 km to the nearest WTG. The Array Area will be
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seen in the context of the existing WTGs within ABWP1, and the difference in scale between the
two developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.202 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and largely set against the skyline, their man-
made appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the
sea. All WTGs within the Array Area will be visible from this location, with WTGs towards the
south of the Array Area seen in closer proximity to the east, and therefore appearing more
prominent in the view than WTGs towards the north, seen at greater distance to the north-east.
The Array Area will occupy a relatively broad extent of the visible seascape, although the view
over the Irish Sea to the south-east will remain unaffected.

17.10.1.203 The Array Area will be seen beyond a number of man-made features in the foreground,
including overhead lines and telegraph poles, as well as the WTGs within ABWP1 at distance,
which will slightly moderate the magnitude of change. However, the WTGs will appear to contrast
with the relatively small-scale, complex landscape pattern across the fore- to mid-ground, which
will emphasise the scale of the WTGs in the associated seascape context.

17.10.1.204 There will be some stacking of WTGs across the Array Area, including within the
Gentrenorthern and central parts of the Array Area and towards the southern extent. Certain
WTGs within the eentrecentral and southern parts of the Array Area will appear to be arranged in
pairs, although this effect is less pronounced than from other viewpoints. Overall, the WTGs will
appear relatively well balanced and evenly spaced. Two OSPs within the Array Area will also be
visible, although the northern OSP will be difficult to discern at this distance.

17.10.1.205 Although the Array Area will occupy 60.8860.9° of the view, this represents only a
proportion of the overall seascape visible from this location, with the seascape to the south-east
remaining undeveloped. This is also a relatively incidental viewpoint, offering open, elevated
views towards the Irish Sea from an otherwise relatively enclosed, vegetated route.

17.10.1.206 Looking north-east to east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit
by the sun in the morning. In clear weather it would appear side-lit by the afternoon sun,
brightening the appearance of the WTGs.

17.10.1.207 Taking into account the High sensitivity and Medium-High magnitude of change, the effect
of the Proposed Development on receptors at Tara Hill Minor Road during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Major (significant).

Viewpoint 17: Ballymoney Beach

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.208 This viewpoint is located on Ballymoney Beach, to the south of the small car park and
Ballymoney Beach Shop. It is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors
visiting the coast.

17.10.1.209 Views are available to the east of the Irish Sea. Views to the north are restricted in part by
the coastal landform comprised of low undulating sand dunes clothed in grassland and scrub
which descend to the rocky shoreline. To the south, the coastline features undulating topography
comprised of sand dunes clothed in grassland and woody vegetation. These descend to the
coastline featuring a series of small bays and small rocky promontories in the foreground. Further
afield, the coastline extends as a low promontory further out to sea terminating at Cahore Point
further south, in the distance. A number of individual isolated dwellings are located along the
coast to the north. The existing WTGs within ABWP1 are visible to the north-east.

17.10.1.210 The viewpoint is not located within any designated landscapes, which otherwise would
indicate a higher value. The viewpoint is situated at a well-known recreational point, and open,
expansive views of the sea and surrounding coastlines are available. The overall value of the
view is considered to be Medium-High.
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17.10.1.211 The view is experienced by recreational receptors visiting the coast, whose attention is
likely to be focussed on their surroundings. This indicates a higher susceptibility to changes in
the surrounding view. The susceptibility of receptors at this viewpoint is slightly moderated by the
existing presence of the ABWP1 WTGs in the view to the east, which establish this type of
development as a feature of the baseline view. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be High.

17.10.1.212 Taking into account the value of the view and receptor susceptibility, the overall sensitivity
is considered to be High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.213 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 14414144 km to the nearest WTG, all components of
the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will be readily visible.
Activity throughout the Array Area will be visible, and will be particularly evident across southern
parts which are located in closer proximity to the viewpoint.

17.10.1.214 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the effect of
the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 17 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.215 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be High. From this low-lying location the Array Area will be visible across
the open sea view, occupying around 55.9455.9" of the view. This represents approximately half
the seascape visible from this viewpoint. It will be seen at a distance of approximately 14.3414.4
km to the nearest WTG in the view to the north-east. It will be visible in the context of the existing
WTGs within ABWP1 which are visible to the north-east, and the difference in scale between the
two developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.216 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and set against the skyline, their man-made
appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea.
The northernmost WTG will be partially screened from view by the landform of Mizen Head, with
the lower parts of the tower screened from view. With the exception of this WTG, the full extent
of the Array Area will be seen, with the WTGs towards the southern extent appearing in closer
proximity and those to the north appearing at distance. The OSP at the southern extent of the
Array Area will be visible, while the northern OSP will be screened from view by the landform of
Mizen Head. There are few intervening features between the viewpoint and the Array Area, and
the WTGs will be seen in the most open direction of views over the Irish Sea. However, the Array
Area will occupy only a proportion of these panoramic views, with views to the south-east over
the sea remaining unaffected by development.

17.10.1.217 WTGs towards the south of the Array Area, in closest proximity to the viewpoint, will appear
relatively well balanced in terms of spacing. Further north, across central to northern parts, the
layout will be more uneven, with WTGs appearing to be arranged in pairs or small groups, with
associated gaps in the layout on either side of each group. At the very northern extent, the WTGs
will also be well balanced, but difficult to discern due to the distance to the viewpoint. This
somewhat uneven layout across much of the Array Area will slightly increase the magnitude of
change associated with the Proposed Development, although this effect is reduced by the well
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balanced appearance of the WTGs in closest proximity to the viewpoint, at the southern extent of
the Array Area.

17.10.1.218 Looking east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit by the sun
in the early morning. In clear weather it would appear side-lit by the afternoon sun, brightening
the appearance of the turbines.

17.10.1.219 Taking into account the High sensitivity and High magnitude of change, the effect of the
Proposed Development on receptors at Ballymoney Beach during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Major (significant).

Viewpoint 18: Courtown Harbour Beach

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.220 This viewpoint is located within a small amenity area to the west of the narrow, rocky
Courtown Beach, featuring footpaths and benches. It is situated within the northern part of
Courtown, between the coast and the harbour. The viewpoint is representative of views
experienced by recreational receptors visiting the coast. Similar views will be experienced by
receptors visiting a small beach to the north of the viewpoint, and by residents within the
settlement.

17.10.1.221 Views are available of the Irish Sea to the east and the rocky shoreline at Courtown in the
foreground. To the north, the coastline extends northeast in a series of sandy beaches and rocky
areas. These coastal areas are backed by higher hummocky ground inland formed by sand dunes
clothed in grassland and scrub. Further afield, extending out to sea, the promontory at Kilmichael
Point is visible in the distance. To the south, the harbour at Courtown is visible in the foreground
against a backdrop of high ground formed by sand dunes and clothed in grassland. The existing
WTGs associated with ABWP1 are visible as very small elements in the distance.

17.10.1.222 The viewpoint is not located within any landscape designations, which otherwise would
indicate a higher value. It offers some local value due to the expansive, open views towards the
sea. Overall, the value of the view is considered to be Medium.

17.10.1.223 The view is experienced by recreational receptors visiting the coast, whose attention is
likely to be focussed on their surroundings, indicating a higher susceptibility. The susceptibility of
receptors at this viewpoint is slightly moderated by the existing presence of the ABWP1 WTGs in
the view to the east, which establish this type of development as a feature of the baseline view.
Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.224 Taking into account the value of the view and receptor susceptibility, the overall sensitivity
is considered to be Medium-High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.225 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 16.4116.4 km to the nearest WTG, all components of
the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will be readily visible.
Activity throughout the Array Area will be visible, and will be particularly evident across southern
parts which are located in closer proximity to the viewpoint.

17.10.1.226 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the Medium magnitude of change,
the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 18 during the construction and
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decommissioning phases will be Moderate (significant). Moderate effects are assessed as
significant at this viewpoint due to the Medium magnitude of change, in comparison to moderate
(not significant) effects which may result from a Medium-Low magnitude of change, the relatively
close proximity of the Proposed Development, at a minimum distance of 46/416.4 km, and the
open, clear views towards construction and decommissioning activity.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.227 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Medium. From this low lying viewpoint the Proposed Development will
be visible across the open sea view, occupying around 4 44454° of the view at a distance of
approximately 16/116.4  km to the nearest WTG. It will be seen in the context of the existing
WTGs within ABWP1 which are visible at distance to the north-east.

17.10.1.228 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and set against the skyline, their man-made
appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea.
There are no topographical features to prevent views towards the Array Area, and all WTGs will
be visible. They will be seen in the most open, scenic direction of views, over the Irish Sea.
However, they will only occupy a proportion of the views of the sea from this location, and the
view to the south-east will remain unaffected by development. The lower towers of WTGs towards
the north of the Array Area will be positioned beyond the horizon due to distance and the curvature
of the earth.

17.10.1.229 The WTGs will appear well balanced in terms of spacing across central to southern parts
of the Array Area, although there is some limited stacking of WTGs across this part, and several
will appear to be arranged in pairs. These WTGs will be seen in closest proximity to the viewpoint.
WTGs at the very northern extent of the Array Area will also appear well balanced. However,
across central to northern parts, there will be stacking of several WTGs, and they will appear to
be arranged in groups, with large gaps in the layout between each group emphasising this effect.
However, this effect will have a limited influence on the magnitude of change due to the position
of these WTGs at greater distance from the viewpoint, and the relatively well balanced
appearance of the layout towards the south of the Array Area in closest proximity to the viewpoint.
The southern OSP will be visible, albeit difficult to discern due to distance, while the northern
OSP will be screened by the curvature of the earth.

17.10.1.230 The distance of 16.4116.4 km between the viewpoint and the nearest WTG will somewhat
moderate the magnitude of change. There are views over existing built development within
Courtown to the west and south, and the flood defences provide evidence of man-made
development in the view over the Irish Sea. However, the view out to sea represents an
undeveloped horizon which is likely to be valued by local residents, and the WTGs will extend
development into the view in this direction.

17.10.1.231 Looking north-east to east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit
by the sun in the early morning. In clear weather it would appear side-lit by the afternoon sun,
brightening the appearance of the WTGs.

17.10.1.232 The geographic extent of effects is likely to be relatively limited. The ZTV indicates that
visibility across this area will be somewhat intermittent, due to the effect of topographical changes.
Actual visibility will also be reduced by built form and vegetation within the settlement. Residential
properties are generally located away from the coastline, and the viewpoint has been positioned
in an area with more open views over the coast than those areas in which residential development
is located.

17.10.1.233 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and Medium magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Courtown Harbour Beach during the
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operational and maintenance phase will be Moderate (significant). Moderate effects are
assessed as significant at this viewpoint due to the Medium magnitude of change, in comparison
to moderate (not significant) effects which may result from a Medium-Low magnitude of change,
the relatively close proximity of the Proposed Development, at a minimum distance of 16.4116.4
km, and the open, clear views towards the Proposed Development.

Viewpoint 19: Cahore Point

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.234 This viewpoint is located on the headland at Cahore Point, to the north of Cahore Beach
and south of Cahore Pier. It is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors
visiting the coast and walking along the Wexford Coast Path, on which the viewpoint is located.
Similar views will be experienced by residential receptors at properties along the coast to the
north and south, and recreational receptors within the holiday park to the west.

17.10.1.235 The Irish Sea occupies a large proportion of the view to the north, east and south. To the
north, the coastline is visible in the foreground along with the Wexford Coast Path. This is a
relatively linear section of coastline, with broad associated views. The landform descends on a
steep grassed slope to the rocky shoreline at this location. Further afield, the promontory at
Kilmichael Point is visible in weather conditions that afford clear visibility. The existing WTGs
associated with ABWP1 are visible as very small elements in the distance to the north-east. To
the south, in the distance, woody vegetation associated with the Nature Reserve (Wexford Slobs)
is clearly visible as a backdrop to the beach. To the south, the coastline is visible as an extensive
beach backed by the hummocky landforms associated with the sand dunes clothed in grassland.
To the west, caravans within a holiday park are visible set upon the cliffs.

17.10.1.236 The viewpoint is located within the Cahore Point Distinctive Landscape, as designated by
Wexford County Council, and on the promoted Wexford Coast Path, both of which indicate a
higher value. It is also of local value due to the open, expansive views towards the sea. The value
of the view is considered to be High.

17.10.1.237 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors visiting the
beach and walking on the coastal path, whose attention is likely to be focussed on their
surroundings. This indicates a higher susceptibility to changes in the surrounding view. The
susceptibility to changes associated with the Proposed Development is slightly moderated by the
existing presence of ABWP1 WTGs, which establish development of this type as a feature of the
baseline view. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be High.

17.10.1.238 Taking into account the value of the view and receptor susceptibility, the overall sensitivity
is considered to be High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.239 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium-High. The main visual impacts relating to the
construction and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements
associated with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are
in place in addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or
decommissioning vessels and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 18.9618.9 km to the nearest
WTG, all components of the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development
will be visible, although more difficult to discern, particularly towards the north of the Array Area
which is located at greater distance from the viewpoint.
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17.10.1.240 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the Medium-High magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 19 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.241 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Medium-High. From this slightly elevated location the Array Area will
be visible across the open sea view, occupying around 26.6426.6“ of the view at a distance of
approximately 18.9618.9 km to the nearest WTG. The WTGs will be seen in the context of existing
WTGs within ABWP1 which are visible at distance under clear conditions. The difference in scale
between the two developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.242 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and set against the skyline, their man-made
appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea.
There are no topographical features or vegetation within the baseline view to prevent views
towards the Array Area, and all WTGs will be visible in the view to the north-east. The lack of built
development in the baseline view, as well as the expansive, long-distance views along this
relatively linear stretch of coastline, will increase the magnitude of change associated with the
introduction of the large-scale WTGs into the seascape context. The magnitude of change will be
slightly moderated by the distance of 18.9618.9 km to the nearest WTG, and the horizontal extent
of 26 6426 6°, although the large scale of the WTGs will still be discernible at this distance. The
WTGs to the north of the Array Area are more difficult to discern due to the increased distance
from the viewpoint, while the WTGs to the south are more apparent.

17.10.1.243 There is a degree of stacking in the WTG layout, which will be most apparent towards the
south of the Array Area due to the greater proximity to the viewpoint, although it is also present
across central andactually more pronounced across northern parts. In particular, due to the angle
of view towards the Array Area, the most southerly three WTGsWTG will appear to be somewhat
separate from the majority of thenearest WTGs due to the staokingposition of several WTGs
across this area and the closer proximity between the viewpoint and this part of the Array Area in
comparison to more northern parts. The OSP to the south of the Array Area will be visible, albeit
seen at distance, while it is likely that the northern OSP will not be visible due to distance. While
the Array Area will be seen in the most open, scenic direction of views, it will occupy a relatively
limited extent of the overall panoramic views of the Irish Sea available from this location, and the
view to the east and south-east will remain undeveloped.

17.10.1.244 Looking north-east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit by the
sun in the early morning. In clear weather it would appear side-lit by the afternoon sun, brightening
the appearance of the WTGs.

17.10.1.245 Taking into account the High sensitivity and Medium-High magnitude of change, the effect
of the Proposed Development on receptors at Cahore Point during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Major (significant).

Viewpoint 20: Curracloe Beach

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.246 This viewpoint is located on Curracloe Beach, close to a path which leads to the associated
car park. It is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors to the coast. Similar
views will be experienced by residents at nearby properties and visitors to caravan parks in the
vicinity.

17.10.1.247 The Irish Sea is visible to the east and occupies a large proportion of the view. To the north,
the coastline between the foreground and longer distance views, while the landform of the bay
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can be seen curving to the east. Sand dunes featuring rough grassland extend into the foreground
to the north and south of the viewpoint, while in longer-distance views to the north the landform
becomes more rugged and rocky. Further inland, to the north-west, the view is over a farmed
landscape featuring areas of woodland and scattered properties. Existing WTGs within ABWP1
are not visible due to distance and the curvature of the earth, meaning that they are positioned
beyond the horizon.

17.10.1.248 The viewpoint is not located within any designated landscapes, which would otherwise
indicate a higher value. It is a well-known amenity area which offers open, expansive views over
the Irish Sea. Overall, the value of the view is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.249 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors, whose
attention is likely to be focussed on their surroundings. This indicates higher susceptibility to
changes in the surrounding view. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.250 Taking into account the value of the view and receptor susceptibility, the overall sensitivity
is considered to be Medium-High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.251 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium-Low. The main visual impacts relating to the
construction and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements
associated with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are
in place in addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or
decommissioning vessels and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 41.2441.2 km to the nearest
WTG, some components of the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development
will be difficult to discern. Activity will be more evident across southern parts of the Array Area
which are located in closer proximity to the viewpoint, although still difficult to discern at this
distance.

17.10.1.252 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the Medium-Low magnitude of
change, the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 20 during the
construction and decommissioning phases will be Moderate (not significant). Although the
effect is judged to be moderate, this is considered not significant in this instance due to a number
of factors, primarily the distance of more than 40 km to the nearest WTG, and the extent of
seascape which will remain unaffected by construction and decommissioning activity.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.253 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Medium-Low. From this low-lying view the Array Area will be visible
across the open sea view to the north-east, occupying around &T859.9’ of the view. It will be seen
at a distance of approximately 41.2441.2 km to the nearest WTG. The existing WTGs within
ABWP1 are not visible from this location due to screening by the landform of the coastline to the
north. However, several turbines within Ballywater Wind Farm are visible in the view to the north-
east near the headland at Cahore Point.

17.10.1.254 A proportion of the WTGs will be visible in the view to the north-east, while approximately
2221 WTGs will be screened beyond the coastline at Cahore Point. At this distance, the WTGs
will occupy a relatively limited horizontal extent and will appear as a small element in the overall
panoramic views available of the Irish Sea. The WTGs will be seen alongside the coastline at
Cahore Point, and will appear to extend from the coastline into the sea. As a result, the WTGs
will appear to blur the boundaries between the landscape and seascape, which will increase the
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magnitude of change associated with the Array Area. The WTGs will be read across the horizon
and set against the skyline, their man-made appearance, upright form and movement contrasting
with the horizontal appearance of the sea.

17.10.1.255 The WTG towers will generally be screened beyond the horizon due to the curvature of the
earth and the low-lying position of this viewpoint. There will be a relatively high degree of stacking
across the layout, particularly across northern parts, as well as some gaps in the layout towards
the south. However, this will have a limited influence of magnitude of change given the minimum
distance of 4 1=244 1.2 km to the nearest WTG. The OSP at the northern extent of the Array Area
will be screened by the landform, while the southern OSP may be visible but will be difficult to
discern at this distance (please note that the OSPs have not been modelled into the visualisation
in Figure 17.38.1 due to distance of more than 20 km).

17.10.1.256 Looking north-east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit by the
sun in the early morning. In clear weather it would appear side-lit by the afternoon sun, brightening
the appearance of the WTGs.

17.10.1.257 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and Medium-Low magnitude of change,
the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Curracloe Beach during the operational
and maintenance phase will be Moderate (not significant). Although the effect is judged to be
Moderate, this is considered not significant in this instance due to a number of factors, primarily
the distance of more than 40 km to the nearest WTG, and the extent of seascape which will
remain unaffected by views of WTGs.

Viewpoint 21: Barnacleagh Minor Road

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.258 This viewpoint is located on a minor road near Barnacleagh, to the west of Arklow. It is
representative of views experienced by local residents travelling on roads within the surrounding
area.

17.10.1.259 Views are available of farmland in the foreground and middle distance to the south and
east, featuring mature hedgerow vegetation, trees and areas of woodland. There are also
scattered farm buildings and isolated properties throughout the surrounding landscape. The Irish
Sea forms the backdrop to the south-east. Views to the north and west are screened by vegetation
along the road. Arklow Rock is visible to the right of the viewer as a focal point at the coast. Arklow
town is barely visible in the distance including industrial and commercial buildings as well as
residential areas. The existing WTGs associated with ABWP1 are visible as very small elements
in the distance.

17.10.1.260 The viewpoint is not located within any designated landscapes, which otherwise would
indicate a higher value. It provides some local value due to the long-distance views to the coast.
Overall, the value is considered to be Medium.

17.10.1.261 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by residents travelling around the
local area in proximity to their residence. Similar views will also be experienced from scattered
residential properties within the surrounding landscape. Although road users are considered to
be of lower susceptibility due to their attention being focussed on the road, residents in the area
surrounding their properties are considered to be of higher susceptibility to changes in the
surrounding view. The presence of WTGs within ABWP1 slightly moderates the susceptibility by
establishing this type of development as a feature of the baseline view. Overall, the susceptibility
is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.262 Taking into account the value of the view and receptor susceptibility, the overall sensitivity
is considered to be Medium-High.
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MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.263 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect when all WTGs are in place in addition
to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels and
cable-laying vessels. At a minimum of 17.4317.4 km to the nearest WTG, some components of
the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will be visible, although
more difficult to discern due to distance. Activity at the northern extent of the Array Area will be
screened from view by intervening vegetation in this view.

17.10.1.264 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the Medium magnitude of change,
the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 21 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Moderate (significant). Moderate effects are assessed as
significant at this viewpoint due to the Medium magnitude of change (in comparison to moderate
(not significant) effects which may result from a Medium-Low magnitude of change), the relatively
close proximity of the Proposed Development, at a minimum distance of 17.4317.4 km, and the
contrast of views of construction and decommissioning activity in the seascape, in the context of
the small-scale, complex agricultural landscape in the foreground.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.265 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Medium. From this location the Array Area will occupy approximately
65.3865.411of the view from north-east to south-east. It will be seen at a distance of approximately
17.4317.4 km to the nearest WTG. The WTGs will be visible in the context of the existing WTGs
within ABWP1 which are just noticeable to the north-east. The difference in scale between the
two developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.266 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and set against the skyline, their man-made
appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea.
Due to the elevated inland position of this viewpoint, the vertical extent of seascape visible will be
limited. The fore- to mid-ground view is occupied by the complex, small-scale pattern of the
surrounding agricultural landscape, and the scale of the WTGs will appear to contrast with this
existing scale.

17.10.1.267 However, the Array Area will be read with and seen beyond other man-made features
across the foreground view, including the built form of Arklow town. To the north-east, 2322 WTGs
within the northern part of the Array Area will be screened by vegetation alongside the road, which
will moderate the magnitude of change. This effect may be more limited in winter when vegetation
cover will be reduced. The lower parts of several WTGs towards the south of the Array Area will
also be screened from view by intervening topography around Arklow Rock.

17.10.1.268 Overall, the layout of the WTGs appears relatively well balanced in terms of spacing
throughout. There is some limited stacking of two-WTGs towards the southbetween central and
northern parts of the Array Area, and the slight appearance of WTGs being arranged in pairs
across the visible parts of the Array Area, although this effect is less pronounced than from other
viewpoints. WTGs across the southern part of the Array Area will appear well balanced. The OSP
towards the south of the Array Area is likely to be visible from this location, while the northern
OSP will be screened from view by intervening landform and vegetation. Although the Array Area
will be seen in the most open, scenic direction of views from this location, towards the Irish Sea,
the existing man-made features in the foreground of the view, as well as the WTGs within ABWP1,
will moderate the magnitude of change. This is a relatively incidental viewpoint offering open
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views to the east, from an area in which outward views are generally limited by vegetation cover
including areas of woodland and extensive hedgerows.

17.10.1.269 Looking north-east to south-east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear
backlit by the sun in the morning. In clear weather it would appear side-lit by the afternoon sun,
brightening the appearance of the WTGs. The southern OSP will be visible to the south-east,
although it is likely to be difficult to discern at this distance.

17.10.1.270 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and Medium magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Barnacleagh Minor Road during the
operational and maintenance phase will be Moderate (significant). Moderate effects are
assessed as significant at this viewpoint due to the Medium magnitude of change (in comparison
to moderate (not significant) effects which may result from a Medium-Low magnitude of change),
the distance of the Proposed Development 17.4317.4 km from the viewpoint and the contrast of
views of large-scale WTGs in the seascape, in the context of the small-scale, complex agricultural
landscape in the foreground.

Viewpoint 22: Johnstown Coast Road

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.271 This viewpoint is located on the R750, Johnstown Coast Road, to the west of Johnstown
Bay Beach and north-east of Arklow. It is representative of views experienced by residents at
nearby properties, albeit likely somewhat filtered by existing vegetation within gardens. Similar
views will be experienced by road users travelling on the R750.

17.10.1.272 Views are available through gaps in the hedgerow adjacent to the road to the east. The
foreground of these views is formed by coastal farmland in pasture, which features low
hedgerows. Due to the topography along the coastline, which drops down quite steeply to the
east, the shore is not visible. There are however open views towards the Irish Sea in the middle
distance. The existing WTGs within ABWP1 are visible as small elements in the distance.

17.10.1.273 The viewpoint is located within the Southern Coastal Area (Coastal Area AONB), which
indicates a higher value. It offers open views towards the Irish Sea, although these views are
restricted to short stretches of the coastline while hedgerows along sections of the road and
vegetation within gardens screen views to the east from much of the surrounding area. Overall,
the value of the view is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.274 The view is experienced by residential receptors within and around their residences, in
close proximity to the viewpoint. Residential receptors are considered to be of higher susceptibility
to changes in the surrounding view due to their attention likely being focussed on their
surroundings. However, views towards the coast from residential properties near this viewpoint
will generally be heavily filtered by vegetation. Views of the sea are more likely to be experienced
by residential receptors travelling around the surrounding area. The susceptibility to change
associated with the Proposed Development is slightly moderated by the presence of the existing
ABWP1 WTGs in the view to the east. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be Medium-
High.

17.10.1.275 Taking into account the value of the view and the receptor susceptibility, the sensitivity is
considered to be Medium-High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.276 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
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with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 10.9110.9 km to the nearest WTG, all components of
the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will be readily visible.
Activity across northern parts of the Array Area will be filtered or screened by intervening
vegetation, while activity across central and southern parts will be more readily visible.

17.10.1.277 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 22 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.278 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phases will be High. From this low lying viewpoint the Array Area will be visible
across the open sea view, occupying around 100.25100.3’ of the view at a distance of
approximately 10.9110.9 km to the nearest WTG. It will be seen from north-east to south-east, in
the context of the existing WTGs within ABWP1 which are visible to the east. The difference in
scale between the two developments will be evident.

17.10.1.279 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and set against the skyline, their man-made
appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea.
However, they will be seen in the context of existing man-made features in the foreground of the
view. To the left of the view the northern portion of the Array Area will be positioned behind
vegetation and built form in the fore- to mid-ground, reducing the visibility of WTGs in this
direction. Approximately 14 WTGs will be fully screened by vegetation and built form, while
several more will be partially screened or filtered.

17.10.1.280 Although some of the WTGs to the north of the Array Area will be screened from view by
existing vegetation from this viewpoint, it is possible that nearby residential properties will
experience more open views towards a higher proportion of the WTGs, due to more limited
screening by roadside hedgerows which reduce visibility from the viewpoint itself. Although the
Array Area occupies a horizontal extent of 100.25100.3’, this is likely to occupy the full extent of
the open view over the Irish Sea from these properties.

17.10.1.281 The relatively simple landscape pattern which constitutes the foreground of the view will
slightly moderate the magnitude of change associated with the introduction of the ABWP2 WTGs.
However, the scale of the WTGs will be greater than the typical scale of the existing agricultural
landscape, and will be emphasised by the proximity of the Array Area to the viewpoint.

17.10.1.282 Overall, the layout will appear relatively well balanced. There will be some limited stacking
of WTGs, and across parts of the layout the WTGs will appear to be arranged in pairs, with
associated gaps on either side of each pair, although this effect is less pronounced than from
other viewpoints. The WTGs will be seen in the most open, scenic direction of views, and will
likely occupy the full extent of the available view over the Irish Sea. The magnitude of change will
be moderated slightly by the existing presence of the WTGs within ABWP1 which establishes
development of this type as a feature of the baseline view. However, the difference in scale
between the two developments will be apparent and will emphasise the large scale of the ABWP2
WTGs.

17.10.1.283 Looking north-east to south-east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear
backlit by the sun in the morning. In clear weather it will appear side-lit by the afternoon sun,
brightening the appearance of the WTGs. The southern OSP will be visible from this location,
while the northern OSP will be screened from view by vegetation.
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17.10.1.284 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and High magnitude of change, the effect
of the Proposed Development on receptors at Johnstown Coast Road during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Major (significant).

Viewpoint 23: Kileagh Minor Road

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.285 This viewpoint is located on a minor road near Kileagh, to the north-west of Avoca. It is
representative of views experienced by road users, including local residents travelling on roads
within the surrounding area.

17.10.1.286 The foreground of the view is formed by rough pasture, which slopes down towards the
wooded Vale of Avoca in the middle distance. The valley floor is screened from view due to the
topography, although gently undulating hill farmland can be seen on the eastern valley side in
middle to longer distance views. Mature hedgerow vegetation is abundant and large tracts of
woodland and forestry are present. The Irish Sea is visible beyond these hills to the east. In the
distance, Arklow Rock is visible as a small element. Tara Hill is visible to the right of the viewer.
The existing WTGs associated with ABWP1 are visible as very small elements in the distance.
There is evidence of human influence in the landscape through the presence of overhead lines,
farming infrastructure, a small single turbine and a transmission tower.

17.10.1.287 The viewpoint is located within South East Mountain Lowlands (AHA 3) which indicates a
higher value. However, the evidence of human influence in the surrounding landscape,
particularly in the foreground, detracts somewhat from its overall value. The value of the view is
considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.288 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by road users travelling south-east
along this route. This includes residential receptors travelling around the local area. However,
there are limited residential properties in close proximity to the viewpoint, and local residents are
therefore considered to be of lower susceptibility at this viewpoint than they would be in close
proximity to their properties. Road users are considered to have a lower susceptibility to changes
in the surrounding view due to their focus on the road, while residential receptors are considered
to be of higher susceptibility. Taking these factors into consideration, the susceptibility is
considered to be Medium.

17.10.1.289 Taking into account the judgements of value and susceptibility, the overall sensitivity is
considered to be Medium-High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.290 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. However, due to screening by intervening landform, views of
construction and decommissioning activity across the Array Area will largely be restricted to views
of partially built WTGs. Sea-level construction activity may be visible across a small area at the
southern extent of the Array Area. In addition, at a distance of 20.1320.1 km to the nearest WTG,
it is likely that some elements of the construction and decommissioning activity will be difficult to
discern.

17.10.1.291 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the Medium magnitude of change,
the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 23 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Moderate (not significant). Although the effect is judged to be
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moderate, this is considered to be not significant in this instance due to a number of factors. This
includes the relatively limited proportion of the view which will be influenced by construction and
decommissioning activity, and the distance of more than 20 km to the nearest WTG. There are a
number of vertical elements in the view which will also moderate the effect, and the activity will
largely be associated with views of partially built turbines seen above the landscape, rather than
in the seascape context. In addition, this is a relatively incidental viewpoint from which more open
views are available, in contrast to much of the surrounding landscape and route, and the
geographic extent of these effects will be limited.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.292 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Medium. From this elevated viewpoint the Array Area will be visible
across the open sea from north-east to south-east, occupying around 64.8864.9'> of the view. It
will be seen at a distance of approximately 20.1320.1 km to the nearest WTG. The Array Area
will theoretically be seen in the context of ABWP1, although views towards this development are
very limited due to the distance and intervening topography.

17.10.1.293 The Array Area is positioned beyond an area of elevated topography around Barranisky to
the east of the Vale of Avoca, which will screen views towards parts of the Array Area. The WTGs
throughout much of the Array Area will be seen rising above this elevated landform to the east,
rather than in the seascape context. The lower parts of WTGs will generally be screened
throughout the Array Area, with the exception of WTGs at its southern extent. In this section of
the view, to the south-east, the WTGs will be seen against the horizon formed by the Irish Sea.
WTGs across parts of the centre of the Array Area will be almost completely screened from view
by the topography, with only small parts of the blade tips being seen above the horizon.

17.10.1.294 Overall, the layout of the WTGs will appear relatively well balanced. The OSP at the
southern extent of the Array Area may be visible, although difficult to discern at this distance,
while the northern OSP will be screened by topography (please note that OSPs have not been
modelled into the visualisation in Figure 17.41.1 due to distance of more than 20 km). Where
visible, the WTGs will be seen in the context of man-made features in the foreground of the view.

17.10.1.295 Looking north-east to south-east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear
backlit by the sun in the morning. In clear weather it will appear side-lit by the afternoon sun,
brightening the appearance of the WTGs.

17.10.1.296 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and Medium magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Kileagh Minor Road during the operational
and maintenance phase will be Moderate (not significant). Although the effect is judged to be
moderate, this is considered to be not significant in this instance due to a number of factors. This
includes the relatively limited proportion of the view which will be influenced by the WTGs, and
the distance of more than 20 km to the nearest WTG. There are a number of vertical elements in
the view which will also moderate the effect, and the WTGs will generally be seen above the
landscape, rather than in the seascape context. In addition, this is a relatively incidental viewpoint
from which more open views are available, in contrast to much of the surrounding landscape and
route, and the geographic extent of these effects will be limited.

Viewpoint 24: Mizen Head

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.297 This viewpoint is located on the R750 to the north of Mizen Head, close to the southerly
part of Brittas Bay. It is representative of nearby residential receptors, recreational visitors to the
coast, and cyclists travelling along Scenic Route 31.
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17.10.1.298 The focus of views is to the east, over the coastline and the Irish Sea. The foreground is
formed by rough grassland and vegetation between the road and the shoreline. To the north, the
sandy beach of Brittas Bay can be seen curving to the east, with the headland at Ballynacarrig
clearly visible in longer-distance views to the north-east. Further inland, wooded hill farmland can
be seen. Mizen Head is clearly visible in the foreground to the south-east. Four of the seven
existing WTGs associated with ABWP1 are visible as small elements in the distance, with the
remaining WTGs screened by the landform of Mizen Head.

17.10.1.299 The viewpoint is located within the Southern Coastal Area (Coastal Area AONB), and is
located along Scenic Route 31, both of which indicate a higher value. It is situated at a point which
offers open, expansive views over the Irish Sea. Overall, the value of the view is considered to
be High.

17.10.1.300 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors visiting the
coast, including cyclists on Scenic Route 31, as well as residential receptors at scattered
properties along the coast. Recreational and residential receptors are considered to be of higher
susceptibility to changes in the surrounding view due to their likely focus on the surrounding
environment. The susceptibility to changes associated with the Proposed Development is slightly
moderated by the existing presence of WTGs within ABWP1, which establishes this type of
development as a feature of the baseline view. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be High.

17.10.1.301 Taking into account the judgements of value and susceptibility, the overall sensitivity is
considered to be High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.302 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be High. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. Activity towards the south of the Array Area will be screened or filtered
by landform, vegetation and built form to the south-west of the viewpoint. There may be limited
views towards partially built or deconstructed WTGs across this area. Across other parts of the
Array Area, construction and decommissioning activity will be evident, with the nearest WTG at a
distance of approximately 8448.1 km, and all components will be readily visible.

17.10.1.303 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the High magnitude of change, the effect of
the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 24 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.304 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be High. From this low-lying viewpoint, the Array Area will be visible
across the open sea view, occupying around 104.31104.3° of the view at a distance of
approximately §448.1 km to the nearest WTG. It will be seen in the context of several of the
existing WTGs within ABWP1 which are visible to the south-east. The difference in scale between
the two developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.305 The WTGs will be read across the horizon and set against the skyline, their man-made
appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea.
Approximately 4714 WTGs towards the south of the Array Area will be screened from view by
intervening topography, vegetation and built form to the south-east of the viewpoint. Where
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visible, the WTGs will be seen in the most open, scenic direction of views, and will occupy a large
proportion of the view over the Irish Sea from this location, although a section of the view to the
north-east will remain undeveloped. Although there are long-distance views out to sea from this
location, the bay to the north of Mizen Head, seen in close proximity views to the south-east, is
relatively small-scale, and the view to the north is contained by the headland at Ballynacarrig at
a distance of approximately 4 km. In this context, the large scale of the WTGs will be apparent
and somewhat contrasting with the scale of the existing baseline view.

17.10.1.306 There will be a degree of stacking in the layout, with the blades of several WTGs appearing
to overlap. However, overall the layout will appear relatively well balanced and evenly spaced.
The OSP at the southern extent of the Array Area will be screened from view by the intervening
topography, while the northern OSP will be visible.

17.10.1.307 Looking north-east to south-east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear
backlit by the sun in the morning. In clear weather it will appear side-lit by the afternoon sun,
brightening the appearance of the WTGs.

17.10.1.308 Taking into account the High sensitivity and High magnitude of change, the effect of the
Proposed Development on receptors at Mizen Head during the operational and maintenance
phase will be Major (significant).

Viewpoint 25: Newcastle Beach

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.309 This viewpoint is located at Newcastle Beach, to the north-east of the former Newcastle
Railway Station. It is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors visiting the
coast. These receptors are likely to be walking along the coastline, rather than specifically visiting
the beach for recreation, as the beach is relatively exposed and rocky.

17.10.1.310 The focus of views is to the east, over the Irish Sea, with the beach at Newcastle in the
foreground, separated from the viewpoint by a strip of large boulders associated with coastal
defences. A railway line passes from north to south to the immediate west of the viewpoint. To
the north, the peaks of Bray Head and the Sugar Loaf mountains are visible. These peaks, along
with the wider Wicklow Mountains seen to the west, form focal points in the view inland. To the
south, the promontory associated with Wicklow Head is clearly visible, and the series of
lighthouses on the headland can be seen against the skyline. Further inland, hill farmland can be
seen, as well as the coastal town of Wicklow, situated across lower elevation on the hills to the
south of the bay. The existing WTGs associated with ABWP1 are screened from view beyond
Wicklow Head.

17.10.1.311 The viewpoint is located within the Northern Coastal Area (Coastal Area AONB) and along
Scenic Route 7, both of which indicate a higher value. It is situated at a point which offers open,
expansive views over the Irish Sea. Overall, the value of the view is considered to be Medium-
High.

17.10.1.312 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors visiting the
coast, whose attention is likely to be focussed on their surroundings. The susceptibility is
considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.313 Taking into account the judgements of susceptibility and value, the overall sensitivity is
considered to be Medium-High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.314 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
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and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. Activity towards the south of the Array Area will be screened or filtered
by landform, vegetation and built form to the south-west of the viewpoint. There may be limited
views towards partially built or deconstructed WTGs across this area. Across other parts of the
Array Area, construction and decommissioning activity will be evident, although at a distance of
18.d118.4 km to the nearest WTG, some components may be difficult to discern.

17.10.1.315 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the Medium magnitude of change,
the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 25 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Moderate (significant). Moderate effects are assessed as
significant at this viewpoint due to the Medium magnitude of change (in comparison to moderate
(not significant) effects which may result from a Medium-Low magnitude of change), and the
position of construction and decommissioning activity in the seascape adjacent to the landform
of Wicklow Head to the south, which will emphasise the scale of the emerging WTGs.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.316 The magnitude of change that will be experienced at this viewpoint during the operational
and maintenance phase will be Medium. From this low-lying viewpoint, the Array Area will be
visible across the open sea view to the south-east, occupying around 19.9219.9“ of the view at a
distance of approximately 18.4118.4 km to the nearest WTG. It will be seen in the context of the
very distant, limited views of existing WTGs within ABWP1.

17.10.1.317 The WTGs will be read alongside the coastline to the south-east. Several WTGs towards
the south of the Array Area will be fully or partially screened from view by the landform at Wicklow
Head. 4513 WTGs will be fully screened from view, while a further 12 will appear only as blade
tips. Some of these will be difficult to discern at this distance.

17.10.1.318 The WTGs that are fully visible will be read on the horizon and set against the skyline, their
man-made appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance
of the sea. The WTGs will be seen alongside and beyond the coastline at Wicklow Head, and will
appear to extend from the coastline into the sea. As a result, the WTGs will appear to blur the
boundaries between the landscape and seascape, which will increase the magnitude of change
associated with the Array Area. The scale of the WTGs will also appear to contrast with the
existing scale of the landscape. This will be particularly apparent where the WTGs are seen
beyond and appearing above the headland at Wicklow Head, given that they will be larger than
this landform.

17.10.1.319 Across central parts of the Array Area, the layout will appear relatively unbalanced, with
several WTGs appearing to be arranged in groups with associated gaps on either side, giving the
layout in this area a cluttered appearance. Towards the northern part of the Array Area, in closer
proximity to the viewpoint, the layout will be more balanced and evenly spaced.

17.10.1.320 The WTGs will be seen in the most open, scenic direction of views, although they will
occupy only a small proportion of the panoramic views over the Irish Sea available from this
viewpoint, and the seascape to the east and north-east will remain undeveloped. The OSP at the
northern extent of the Array Area will be theoretically visible, while the southern OSP will be
screened from view by the landform. The Array Area will be seen in the context of man-made
development to the south, including the flood defences, railway line and Wicklow town.

17.10.1.321 Looking south-east, the WTGs will sometimes appear backlit by the sun in the morning.

17.10.1.322 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and Medium magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Newcastle Beach during the operational and
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maintenance phase will be Moderate (significant). Moderate effects are assessed as significant
at this viewpoint due to the Medium magnitude of change (in comparison to moderate (not
significant) effects which may result from a Medium-Low magnitude of change), and the position
of the Proposed Development in the seascape adjacent to the landform of Wicklow Head to the
south, which will emphasise the scale of the WTGs.

Viewpoint 26: Scarr Mountain

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.323 This viewpoint is located at the summit of Scarr Mountain, within the southern part of the
WMNP. It is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors walking within the
surrounding landscape.

17.10.1.324 From this elevated location, views are available towards the Irish Sea with the mountain
moorland landscape of the Wicklow Mountains in the foreground. Further afield, undulating
wooded farmlands are visible in the distance. The distinctive peak of Great Sugar Loaf is clearly
visible to the north. The waterbody associated with the Vartry Reservoir is clearly visible in the
distance. The existing offshore WTGs within ABWP1 are visible as very small elements in the
distance.

17.10.1.325 The viewpoint is located within the nationally-designated WMNP, as well as the Mountain
and Lakeshore AONB. This indicates it is a landscape of national importance, and is therefore of
High value.

17.10.1.326 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors visiting the
National Park, whose attention is likely to be focussed on the surrounding views. The presence
of the existing WTGs within ABWP1 slightly moderates the susceptibility to changes associated
with the Proposed Development by establishing this type of development as a feature of the
baseline. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.327 Taking into account the value of the view and the receptor susceptibility, the overall
sensitivity is considered to be High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.328 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium-Low. The main visual impacts relating to the
construction and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements
associated with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are
in place in addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or
decommissioning vessels and cable-laying vessels. However, at a distance of 29.4529.5 km to
the nearest WTG, it is likely that some elements of the construction and decommissioning activity
will be difficult to discern. Due to the elevated position of this viewpoint, sea-level activity will likely
be backclothed against the sea beyond. It is likely that effects will primarily arise from views of
partially built or deconstructed WTGs.

17.10.1.329 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the Medium-Low magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 26 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Moderate (not significant). Although the effect is judged to be
moderate, this is considered not significant in this instance, due to a number of factors, including
primarily the distance of almost 30 km, and the large-scale, simple nature of the surrounding
landscape, within which construction and decommissioning activity will form a relatively limited
feature.
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MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.330 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Medium-Low. From this elevated viewpoint the Array Area will be
visible across the open sea view to the south-east, occupying around 33.5633.6'’ of the view at a
distance of approximately 29/529.5  km to the nearest WTG. The WTGs will be seen in the
context of the existing WTGs within ABWP1, and the difference in scale between the two
developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.331 The WTGs will be read across the horizon, their man-made appearance, upright form and
movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea. Due to the elevated position of
this viewpoint the WTGs will largely be seen backclothed against the sea beyond. The hubs of
several WTGs towards the southern extent of the Array Area will be seen against the skyline, as
well as the blade tips of WTGs throughout the layout. Intervening topography will screen the lower
parts of several WTGs, although all WTGs within the Array Area will be visible to some extent.
The relatively simple pattern of the mid-ground landscape, featuring large areas of coniferous
woodland, will moderate the magnitude of change associated with the introduction of the WTGs
into the view.

17.10.1.332 Overall, the layout appears well balanced in terms of spacing throughout. There will be
some grouping of WTGs, with associated gaps in the layout, but this will have a limited influence
on the balance of the overall layout. The Array Area will occupy a relatively limited extent of the
panoramic views available from this elevated viewpoint. The Array Area will appear in the lowest-
lying, most open direction of view over the Irish Sea, towards which the eye is likely to be drawn.
However, sections of the sea view to the north of the Array Area will remain undeveloped. The
two OSPs are unlikely to be visible from this location due to distance and screening by intervening
topography (please note that the OSPs have not been modelled into the visualisation in Figure
17.44.1 due to distance of more than 20 km).

17.10.1.333 Looking south-east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit by the
sun in the morning. In clear weather it would appear side-lit by the afternoon sun, brightening the
appearance of the turbines.

17.10.1.334 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the Medium-Low magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Scarr Mountain during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Moderate (not significant). Although the effect is judged to be
moderate, this is considered not significant in this instance, due to a number of factors. This
includes the distance of almost 30 km, and the relatively large scale, simple landscape featuring
conifer woodland, which is better able to accommodate the scale of the WTGs. The WTGs will
occupy a relatively limited extent of the panoramic views available from this viewpoint. On
balance, effects are not considered to be significant.

Viewpoint 27: Tara Hill Track

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.335 This viewpoint is located on a track on the eastern side of Tara Hill. It is representative of
recreational receptors visiting Tara Hill, including walkers and cyclists.

17.10.1.336 From this elevated location close to the summit of Tara Hill, views are available to the east
over an expanse of farmland against the backdrop of the Irish Sea. Small coastal settlements,
holiday parks and scattered isolated dwellings are visible dispersed throughout this farmland.
Mature hedgerow vegetation defines the field pattern. Tracts of woodland feature randomly in this
landscape. Promontories along the coast at Wicklow Head, Mizen Head and Arklow Rock are
clearly visible as small elements in the distance. The existing WTGs associated with ABWP1 are
visible as very small elements in the distance.
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17.10.1.337 This viewpoint is located within the Tara Hill Distinctive Landscape, as designated by
Wicklow County Council, which indicates a higher value. It is a well-known amenity area which
offers open, expansive views over the Irish Sea. Overall, the value of the view is considered to
be High.

17.10.1.338 The viewpoint represents views experienced by recreational receptors, primarily walkers
visiting the summit of Tara Hill. Their attention is likely to be focussed on their surroundings,
indicating a higher susceptibility to changes in the surrounding view. The susceptibility to the
Proposed Development is slightly moderated by the presence of the existing WTGs within
ABWP1, which establishes development of this type as a feature of the baseline view. Overall,
the susceptibility is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.339 Taking into account the judgements of value and susceptibility, the overall sensitivity is
considered to be High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.340 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium-High. The main visual impacts relating to the
construction and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements
associated with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are
in place in addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or
decommissioning vessels and cable-laying vessels. At a distance of 14.9715.0 km to the nearest
WTG, all components of the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development
will be readily visible. Activity throughout the Array Area will be visible, and will be particularly
evident across southern parts which are located in closer proximity to the viewpoint.

17.10.1.341 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the Medium-High magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 27 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Major (significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.342 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Medium-High. From this elevated viewpoint the Array Area will be
visible across the open sea view, occupying around 60.2260.2° of the view from north-east to
east. The nearest WTG will be seen at a distance of approximately 14.971 5.0 km. The WTGs will
be seen in the context of the existing WTGs within ABWP1, and the difference in scale between
the two developments will be apparent.

17.10.1.343 From this elevated viewpoint the WTGs will be read across the horizon and set partially
against the skyline, with the lower parts of the WTG towers backclothed against the sea beyond.
The man-made appearance, upright form and movement of the WTGs will contrast with the
horizontal appearance of the sea. There is no intervening topography or vegetation which would
prevent views towards the Array Area, and all WTGs will be visible. The large scale of the WTGs
will appear to contrast with the relatively small-scale landscape pattern seen in the fore- to mid-
ground of the view. The Array Area will be seen to the north-east, and a proportion of the
seascape to the south-east will remain unaffected by development.

17.10.1.344 There will be some gaps between WTGs in the layout, particularly across northern parts of
the Array Area, as well as at the southern extent. However, the layout will generally appear well
balanced in terms of spacing, particularly across central to southern parts of the Array Area. Two
OSPs at the northern and southern extent of the Array Area will be theoretically visible, although
it is likely that the northern OSP will be difficult to discern at this distance. The WTGs will be seen
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in the context of man-made features in the mid-ground of the view, albeit that this generally
comprises rural settlement.

17.10.1.345 Looking north-east to east from this viewpoint the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit
by the sun in the morning. In clear weather it would appear side-lit by the afternoon sun,
brightening the appearance of the WTGs.

17.10.1.346 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the Medium-High magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Tara Hill Track during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Major (significant).

Viewpoint 28: Greystones Cliff Walk

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.347 This viewpoint is located on a footpath along the Cliff Walk between Bray and Greystones,
to the north of Greystones. It is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors
walking along the coastal route.

17.10.1.348 Views are available to the east of the Irish Sea with cliffs in the foreground featuring coastal
grassland and scrub vegetation. To the south, views of the coast are available. The coastal town
of Greystones is visible as a small element in the distance along with the coastline further south.
In the far distance, Wicklow Head can be seen as a very small element under weather conditions
which afford clear visibility. The majority of the existing WTGs associated with ABWP1 are
screened from view by the coastline to the south, with the majority of one WTG and the blade tips
of three further WTGs theoretically visible to the south, beyond the headland.

17.10.1.349 This viewpoint is located within the Northern Coastal Area (Coastal Area AONB), as well
as on Scenic Route 7, both of which indicate a higher value. It is situated on a promoted walking
route, along part of the coast which offers open, expansive views over the Irish Sea. Overall, the
value of the view is considered to be High.

17.10.1.350 The viewpoint represents views experienced by recreational receptors, primarily walkers
on the coastal route. Their attention is likely to be focussed on their surroundings, indicating a
higher susceptibility to changes in the surrounding view. Overall, the susceptibility is considered
to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.351 Taking into account the judgements of value and susceptibility, the overall sensitivity is
considered to be High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.352 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Medium-Low. The main visual impacts relating to the
construction and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements
associated with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are
in place in addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or
decommissioning vessels and cable-laying vessels. Activity towards the south of the Array Area
will be screened or filtered by landform, vegetation and built form. There may be limited views
towards partially built or deconstructed WTGs across this area. Across other parts of the Array
Area, construction and decommissioning activity will be apparent, although at a distance of
30.5230.5 km to the nearest WTG, this will likely be difficult to discern. Effects will primarily arise
from visibility of partially built or deconstructed WTGs.

17.10.1.353 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the Medium-Low magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 28 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Moderate (not significant). Although the effect is judged to be
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moderate, this is considered not significant in this instance due to a number of factors. The
position of the Proposed Development to the south-east is oblique to the main view over the Irish
Sea to the east, and the majority of the panoramic views over the seascape will remain unaltered
by construction activity. The distance of more than 30 km to the nearest WTG also moderates the
effect, and due to distance, the apparent scale of the WTGs and associated construction activity
is reduced. In addition, the effect will be experienced over a relatively limited geographic area,
with the majority of views from Greystones and other parts of the cliff walk remaining unaffected.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.354 The magnitude of change experienced at this viewpoint during the operational and
maintenance phase will be Medium-Low. From this elevated viewpoint, the Array Area will be
visible across the open sea view, occupying around 13.6613.7° of the view to the south-east. The
nearest WTG will be seen at a distance of approximately 30.5230.5 km.

17.10.1.355 The WTGs will be read against the coastline around Greystones. Approximately 2018
WTGs at the southern extent of the Array Area will be screened from view by intervening
topography and vegetation. Several more will be partially screened by the landform at Wicklow
Head, with just the hubs and blade appearing above the headland. The WTGs will be read on the
horizon and set against the skyline, their man-made appearance, upright form and movement
contrasting with the horizontal appearance of the sea.

17.10.1.356 The Array Area will be seen beyond the built form of the Greystones area. Although this
will slightly moderate its magnitude of change given the existing presence of man-made
development, the position of the WTGs beyond the landform will cause them to appear to extend
from the coastline into the sea. As a result, the WTGs will appear to blur the boundaries between
the landscape and seascape, which will increase the magnitude of change associated with the
Array Area. The scale of the WTGs will also appear to contrast with the existing scale of the
landscape, including built form within Greystones. This effect will be particularly apparent where
the WTGs are seen beyond and appearing above the headland at Wicklow Head, given that they
will be larger than this landform.

17.10.1.357 The WTGs within the central part of the Array Area will be relatively unbalanced, with
several WTGs appearing in groups, and associated gaps on either side of each group. Towards
the north, in closer proximity to the viewpoint, the WTGs will be more evenly spaced. This will
have a limited influence on magnitude of change at this viewpoint due to the minimum distance
of 30.5230.5 km to the nearest WTG. Although one OSP at the northern extent of the Array Area
will be theoretically visible, actual visibility is likely to be limited at this distance of more than 30
km (please note that OSPs have not been modelled into the visualisation in Figure 17.46.1 due
to distance of more than 20 km).

17.10.1.358 Looking south-east, the Array Area will sometimes appear backlit by the sun in the morning.

17.10.1.359 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the Medium-Low magnitude of change, the
effect of the Proposed Development on receptors at Greystones Cliff Walk during the operational
and maintenance phase will be Moderate (not significant). Although the effect is judged to be
moderate, this is considered not significant in this instance due to a number of factors. The
position of the Proposed Development to the south-east is oblique to the main view over the Irish
Sea to the east, and the majority of the panoramic views over the seascape will remain unaltered.
The distance of more than 30 km to the nearest WTG also moderates the effect, and due to
distance, the apparent scale of the WTGs is reduced. In addition, the effect will be experienced
over a relatively limited geographic area, with the majority of views from Greystones and other
parts of the cliff walk remaining unaffected.
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Viewpoint 29: Sorrento Park

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.360 This viewpoint is located at Sorrento Park within Dalkey, to the south-east of the centre of
Dublin. It is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors visiting the viewpoint
within the park.

17.10.1.361 Views are available of the Irish Sea to the east and south, and the coastline of Killiney Bay
is visible to the south-west. The cliff coastline, beach and wooded hills associated with the
suburban areas of Dalkey and Killiney are visible in the foreground. Further afield, the distinctive
skyline associated with Great Sugar Loaf, Little Sugar Loaf and Bray Head, which stretch broadly
west to east near the coast at Bray, provide a backdrop to the view. The foothills and some of the
mountains within Wicklow are visible further inland in the distance. The coastline further south,
beyond Bray Head is visible as a very small element under weather conditions which afford clear
visibility. The seven existing WTGs associated with ABWP1 are screened from view.

17.10.1.362 This viewpoint is within a well-known amenity area which offers open, expansive views
over the Irish Sea. Overall, the value of the view is considered to be High.

17.10.1.363 The viewpoint represents views experienced by recreational receptors visiting the
viewpoint at the summit of the hill on which the park is situated. This viewpoint constitutes the
only open space within the park, which otherwise comprises trails to the summit and dense
vegetation. It is therefore likely that visitors to the park and visiting it specifically to experience the
view, which indicates a higher susceptibility to changes in the surrounding view. Overall, the
susceptibility is considered to be Medium-High.

17.10.1.364 Taking into account the judgements of value and susceptibility, the overall sensitivity is
considered to be High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.365 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced at this viewpoint will be Low. The main visual impacts relating to the construction
and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery movements associated
with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in
addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels
and cable-laying vessels. Activity towards the south of the Array Area will be screened or filtered
by landform, vegetation and built form. There may be limited views towards partially built or
deconstructed WTGs across this area. Across other parts of the Array Area, construction and
decommissioning activity will be apparent, although at a distance of 40.9941.0 km to the nearest
WTG, this will likely be difficult to discern. Effects will primarily arise from visibility of partially built
or deconstructed WTGs.

17.10.1.366 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the Low magnitude of change, the effect of the
Proposed Development on receptors at Viewpoint 29 during the construction and
decommissioning phases will be Moderate-Minor (not significant).

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.367 The magnitude of change experienced during the operational and maintenance phase will
be Low. The Array Area will be visible across the open sea view, occupying around 9r409.4° of
the view to the south-east. The nearest WTG will be seen at a distance of approximately
40.9941.0 km.
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17.10.1.368 TwetveTen WTGs at the southern extent of the Array Area will be screened from view by
the intervening landform and vegetation, while several more will be partially screened from view,
with the just the blade tips appearing above the headland at Wicklow Head. Although theoretically
visible, these blade tips are likely to be difficult to discern at this distance in all but the clearest
visibility. The WTGs that are visible will be read on the horizon and set against the skyline, their
man-made appearance, upright form and movement contrasting with the horizontal appearance
of the sea. Although the northern OSP will be theoretically visible, there is unlikely to be actual
visibility of this feature due to distance (please note that OSPs have not been modelled into the
visualisation shown in Figure 17.47.1 due to distance of more than 20 km).

17.10.1.369 The WTGs will be read against the coastline and inland hills and mountains. The position
of the WTGs beyond the distant landform of Wicklow Head will cause them to appear to extend
from the coastline into the sea. As a result, the WTGs will appear to blur the boundaries between
the landscape and seascape, which will increase the magnitude of change associated with the
Array Area. The scale of the WTGs will also appear to contrast with the existing scale of the
landscape, in particular where the WTGs are seen beyond and appearing above the headland at
Wicklow Head. The layout appears relatively well balanced, with some grouping of WTGs towards
the centre of the Array Area, although at this distance, spacing of the WTGs will have a limited
influence on magnitude of change.

17.10.1.370 The WTGs will occupy a relatively limited extent of the panoramic views available from this
natural viewpoint, at a distance of more than 40 km. This distance and the contained nature of
the view towards the Array Area will moderate the magnitude of change associated with it.

17.10.1.371 Looking south-east, the WTGs will sometimes appear backlit by the sun in the morning.

17.10.1.372 Taking into account the High sensitivity and the Low magnitude of change, the effect of the
Proposed Development on receptors at Sorrento Park during the operational and maintenance
phase will be Moderate-Minor (not significant).

R750

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.373 This route passes between Wicklow in the north and Arklow in the south. It broadly follows
the coastline, generally passing within approximately 1 km of the coast.

17.10.1.374 Between Wicklow and Magherabeg, the route is located between approximately 200m to
1.2 km from the coast. At its northern extent, it passes generally west to east from Rathnew
through the centre of Wicklow. The route then turns to the south, and is positioned further inland
at Wicklow Head, through a generally agricultural landscape. Further south, it passes closer to
the coast again, near the small settlement of Blainroe, before turning west near Magheramore,
where there is a junction with the L1102 to the north.

17.10.1.375 Outward views from the route along this section are generally limited, including by built
form within Wicklow and by hedgerows and roadside vegetation along other sections. There are
some small stretches of the route which have the opportunity for open views towards the Irish
Sea, including from a stretch to the south of Dunbur, available when travelling south; from a
stretch of the route near Silver Strand Caravan Park; and along the southern stretch near
Magheramore where field gates offer gaps in roadside vegetation.

17.10.1.376 The attention of receptors is likely to be at least somewhat focussed on their surroundings,
due to the relatively scenic nature of this route, although enclosure provided by vegetation along
the route reduces the susceptibility. Receptors are likely to be travelling at speed. Overall,
susceptibility is considered to be Medium-Low susceptibility. The value of views is considered to
be Medium, given the opportunity for glimpsed views towards the Irish Sea, and the surrounding
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coastal farmland. Overall, the sensitivity of receptors along this section of the route between
Wicklow and Magherabeg is considered to be Medium-Low.

17.10.1.377 Between Magherabeg and Mizen Head, the R750 passes in relatively close proximity to
the coast. At its most distant points, it is positioned approximately 1.2 km from the coast at
Magherabeg, and 700m at Potters Point. However, along most of this stretch, the road is located
within approximately 500m of the coastline. At Magherabeg, the route passes directly south
towards Ballynacarrig, where it turns slightly south-west in alignment with the coastline, before
passing to the south again between Cornagower and Mizen Head.

17.10.1.378 Along the northern section of this route, outward views towards the Array Area are
screened by the relatively wooded landscape around Magherabeg and Furzeditch, as well as by
vegetation along the route. To the south of this, where the route passes in closer proximity to the
coast, there is more opportunity for views towards the Irish Sea. These are generally glimpsed
views, seen beyond roadside vegetation. Further south, near Ballynacarrig, views open up more
to the east, due to the steeper topography down to the coast and the proximity of the route to the
coastline, although views of the Irish Sea are generally still restricted to glimpsed views due to
screening by roadside vegetation. To the south of Ballynacarrig, views are once again more
limited, and sand dunes to the west of Brittas Bay beach begin to play a role in limiting views to
the east. Where the route passes close to the coast, north of Mizen Head, views open up over
the Irish Sea. These views are panoramic in nature.

17.10.1.379 The attention of receptors along this stretch of the route is likely to be at least somewhat
focussed on their surroundings, due to its relatively scenic nature and the opportunity for open
views along a short stretch of the route at its southern extent, as well as the recreational
attractions along this section, including Brittas Bay beach. Receptors are likely to be travelling at
speed. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be Medium. The value of views is considered
to be Medium, given the opportunity for panoramic views towards the Irish Sea along limited
sections, as well as wooded areas to the north. Overall, the sensitivity of receptors along this
section of the route between Magherabeg and Mizen Head is considered to be Medium.

17.10.1.380 Between Mizen Head and Arklow, the R750 passes within approximately 1 km of the coast
at its greatest extent, as well as within less than 100 m. It passes generally north-east to south-
west, in alignment with the coastline.

17.10.1.381 Along the northern part of this section of the route, there are open views towards the Irish
Sea to the east from a relatively open part of the landscape near Ardanary. Further south, the
R750 continues away from the coast, and views towards the sea are obscured. Vegetation within
the European Club golf course also limits views to the east from this stretch. To the south-west
of the golf course, Buckroney Dunes restrict views towards the sea. South of this, the route
passes close to the coast and there are open, panoramic views over the Irish Sea, available to
receptors travelling in both directions. This visibility extends along a stretch of approximately
800m. Beyond this, the route passes away from the coast again and intervening vegetation and
dunes limit views. Near Ennereilly Beach, views open up over a short section of the route to the
south-east over the Irish Sea. These views are primarily available to road users travelling south,
although there are also some more limited views available to those travelling north. Further south,
vegetation again obscures views to the east, before they open up along short sections near
Johnstown Bay Beach. Beyond this, on the approach towards Arklow, views to the east are
generally restricted, although there are some views of the Irish Sea available from a stretch of the
route south of Seabank.

17.10.1.382 The attention of receptors along this stretch of the route is likely to be at least somewhat
focussed on their surroundings, due to its relatively scenic nature and the opportunity for open
views along short stretches of the route, as well as the recreational attractions along this section,
including Ennereilly Beach. Receptors are likely to be travelling at speed. Overall, the
susceptibility is considered to be Medium. The value of views is considered to be Medium, given
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the opportunity for glimpsed views towards the Irish Sea. Overall, the sensitivity of receptors along
this section of the route between Mizen Head and Arklow is considered to be Medium.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.383 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced between Wicklow and Magherabeg will be no higher than Low. Between
Magherabeg and Mizen Head, and Mizen Head and Arklow, the magnitude of change along parts
of the route experiencing visibility of the construction and decommissioning activity will range from
Medium-High to Medium.

17.10.1.384 The main visual impacts relating to the construction and decommissioning phases will
include the operations and machinery movements associated with the Proposed Development,
with a maximum effect scenario when all WTGs are in place in addition to concentrations of
activity in the form of WTG installation or decommissioning vessels and cable-laying vessels.
Visibility of the construction and decommissioning activity will vary along the route, with frequent
filtering of the activity by landform and vegetation alongside the road. Where visible, it will be seen
at distances of up to approximately 12 km. Along parts of the route, there will be open views
towards construction and decommissioning activity throughout the Array Area.

17.10.1.385 Taking into account the Medium-Low sensitivity of receptors travelling on the route
between Wicklow and Magherabeg, and the Low magnitude of change across this area, the effect
of the Proposed Development on receptors travelling along this part of the route during the
construction and decommissioning phase will be Minor (not significant). Taking into account
the Medium sensitivity of receptors travelling on parts of the route between Magherabeg and
Arklow, and the Medium-High to Medium magnitude of change across this area, the effect of the
Proposed Development on receptors travelling along this part of the route during the construction
and decommissioning phase will range from Moderate (significant) where a Medium-High
magnitude of change is identified to Moderate (not significant), where a Medium magnitude of
change is identified. Across much of the route, there will be no visibility of construction or
decommissioning activity due to screening by adjacent landform and vegetation, and there will
be no change and no effect.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.386 Between Wicklow and Magherabeg, the magnitude of change will be no higher than Low.
The ZTV in Volume III, Appendix 17.5T: Seascape and Landscape Visual Impact Assessment
Figures (Revised March 2026) Figure 17.11.1i indicates that there will be no theoretical visibility
along the stretch of the R750 through Wicklow. To the south of this, visibility ranging from low-
level to high-level is indicated. However, actual visibility of the Proposed Development will be very
limited, primarily due to screening by roadside vegetation. Where views are available over the
Irish Sea, these are generally directly east, while the Proposed Development is located to the
south-east. There may be glimpsed views towards the northern WTGs within the Proposed
Development where field gates and gaps in roadside vegetation allow open views to the east
from southern parts of the route. These changes will be experienced by road users likely travelling
at speeds of up to 80 km per hour. Overall, the magnitude of change along sections of the route
with actual visibility of the Proposed Development is considered to be Low. Elsewhere, there will
be zero change. Taking into account the Medium sensitivity and the Low magnitude of change,
the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors travelling on the R750 between Wicklow
and Magherabeg during the operational and maintenance phase will be Minor (not significant)
along short sections, reducing to no change and no effect along most of the route.
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MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.392 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of change
experienced on this route will range from High to Medium-High. The main visual impacts relating
to the construction and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery
movements associated with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when
all WTGs are in place in addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or
decommissioning vessels and cable-laying vessels. Construction and decommissioning activity
will be evident at a minimum distance of approximately 11 km, where the ferry route passes in
closest proximity to the east of the Array Area. Along parts of the route within approximately 11
km to 15 km, the magnitude of change will be High, as all components of the construction and
decommissioning activity will be evident. Further north and south, at distances of beyond
approximately 15 km to 25 km, this will reduce to Medium-High, as construction activity becomes
more difficult to discern.

17.10.1.393 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the High to Medium-High magnitude
of change, the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors travelling on the ferry route
between Dublin and Cherbourg during the construction and decommissioning phases will range
from Major (significant) at distances of up to approximately 15 km, to Major-Moderate
(significant), at distances of up to approximately 20 km.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.394 The visualisations in Figure 17.48.1 - 17.50.1 indicate the views likely to be experienced
from the ferry route as requested in the RFL Figure 17.48.1 shows the view from the route to the
east of the Array Area at a distance of approximately 13km; with Figure 17.49.1 showing the view
from the north-east of the Array Area at a distance of approximately 22.5km; and Figure 17.50.1
showing the view from the south-east of the Array Area at a distance of approximately 23km.

17.10.1.395 17.10.1.394 TheZTV indicates varying levels of visibility of the Proposed Development. As
the ferry passes out of or into Dublin Harbour, views towards the Array Area will be screened by
the landform to the south, and there will be no visibility. Visibility will also be limited due to distance
and the curvature of the earth as the ferry passes beyond around 45 km to the south of the Array
Area. However, between these two areas, there will be widespread visibility of the Array Area
from the ferry route as it passes through the rest of the Study Area.

17.10.1.396 17.10.1.395 In particular, passengers travelling on the ferry will have close-proximity views
of the WTGs as it passes to the east of the Array Area, coming within approximately 11 km of the
WTGs at the closest point of the route, as indicated by the visualisation in Figure 17.48.1. All
WTGs will be visible, and will be seen in front of the view towards the Irish Coast. Across this
area, between around 11 km and 15 km of the WTGs, a large horizontal extent of the view will be
occupied by the Array Area. Where this is the case, the magnitude of change will be High.

17.10.1.397 17.10.1.396 Further north and south, at distances of approximately 15 km to 25 km, where
the WTGs will be visible, but seen occupying a more limited horizontal extent due to the angle of
view between the ferry and the Array Area, and where the effect of the WTGs obscuring views
towards the Irish Coast will be more limited, the magnitude of change will be Medium-High.

17.10.1.398 17.10.1.397 Overall, effects ranging from Major (significant) to Major-Moderate
(significant) will be experienced by passengers travelling along this route where visibility occurs
within the Study Area.
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Railway between Greystones and Wicklow

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.399 17.10.1.398 The Dublin - Rosslare Main Line railway line passes along the east coast of
Ireland, from Dublin in the north to Rosslare Harbour in the south. It is within the Study Area along
its whole length, and passes within approximately 11 km of the Array Area at its closest point.
From Dublin, it passes alongside the coastline to Wicklow, where the route turns inland through
Rathdrum and Avoca. At this point it turns south-east and travels closer to the coast again,
passing through Arklow, before again turning inland and passing through Gorey and Enniscorthy
to Wexford and Rosslare Harbour. As described within the preliminary assessment (Volume III,
Appendix 17.2: Seascape and Landscape Visual Impact Preliminary Assessment (Revised March
2026)), only a limited part of the route has the potential to undergo significant effects as a result
of the Proposed Development. This comprises the section of the route between Greystones and
Wicklow.

17.10.1.400 17.10.1.399 Between Greystones and Newcastle, the route passes broadly south and
south-east, in very close proximity to the coastline. Where the route passes through Greystones
itself, outward views are very limited due to screening by built form within the settlement. Further
south, there are more open views to the east over the Irish Sea along almost the full extent of the
route, with the exception of a short stretch to the south of Kilcoole railway station, where woodland
to the east of the railway line prevents outward views.

17.10.1.401 17.10.1.400 Between Newcastle and Wicklow, the route passes to the south-west, again
following the coastline at close proximity. Open views to the east over the Irish Sea are available
along the full extent of this route, with the exception of at its southern extent as the railway line
enters Wicklow, where built form begins to obscure views to the east and the railway line turns
away from the coast.

17.10.1.402 17.10.1.401 Along both sections of route, the attention of receptors is likely to be at least
somewhat focussed on their surroundings, due to the relatively scenic nature of views and the
opportunity for open views along most of the route. Overall, the susceptibility is considered to be
Medium. The value of views is considered to be Medium-high, given the opportunity for panoramic
views towards the Irish Sea. Overall, the sensitivity of receptors along both these sections of the
route, between Greystones and Newcastle, and Newcastle and Wicklow, is considered to be
Medium-High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING CONSTRUCTION AND
DECOMMISSIONING

17.10.1.403 17.10.1.402 During the construction and decommissioning phases, the magnitude of
change experienced on this route will range from Medium to Low. The main visual impacts relating
to the construction and decommissioning phases will include the operations and machinery
movements associated with the Proposed Development, with a maximum effect scenario when
all WTGs are in place in addition to concentrations of activity in the form of WTG installation or
decommissioning vessels and cable-laying vessels. Construction and decommissioning activity
will be evident at distances of between approximately 10 km to 30 km. Due to the orientation of
the railway, travelling north to south with views generally orientated east to west, and the position
of the Array Area to the south-east, direct views towards construction and decommissioning
activity will be limited. Activity will be most evident across parts with highest visibility of the Array
Area, as indicated by the ZTV. The magnitude of change will range from Medium across parts of
the route with higher-level visibility, to Low across parts with lower-level visibility. However, higher
level visibility is generally restricted to areas beyond approximately 15 km, at which distance
some components of the construction and decommissioning activity will be more difficult to
discern, and it is likely that effects will primarily arise from visibility of the partially built or
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deconstructed WTGs. Where visibility is available in closer proximity, construction and
decommissioning activity will be more evident, although likely only visible across a small
proportion of the Array Area, due to screening by the landform.

17.10.1.404 17.10.1.403 Taking into account the Medium-High sensitivity and the Medium to Low
magnitude of change, the effect of the Proposed Development on receptors travelling on the
railway between Greystones and Wicklow during the construction and decommissioning phases
will range from Moderate (significant) where there is clear visibility of construction and
decommissioning activity to Moderate-Minor (not significant) where visibility is more restricted.
The Moderate effect is considered to be significant due to the minimum distance of approximately
10 km and the higher-level visibility of construction and decommissioning activity, as indicated by
the ZTV.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT DURING OPERATIONOPERATIONAL
AND MAINTENANCE PHASE

17.10.1.405 17.10.1.404 Between Greystones and Newcastle, the ZTV (Volume III, Appendix 17.5:
Seascape and Landscape Visual Impact Assessment Figures (Revised March 2026), Figure
17.11.1i) indicates that there will be high-level visibility of the Proposed Development along
several short sections of the route. This includes a section to the north of Greystones, close to
Viewpoint 28. However, the railway line passes underground along this section, and actual
visibility is considered to be restricted. Further south, a small section of high-level visibility is
indicated to the south-east of Delgany. Along this section of approximately 2km, passengers may
experience visibility of the Proposed Development. However, due to the orientation of the railway,
with views available to the east and west as the train travels north and south, and the position of
the Proposed Development to the south-east, it is likely that actual views will be more limited than
that indicated by the ZTV. The overall magnitude of change along this section is considered to be
Medium. Further south, the ZTV indicates that visibility will be lower-level, with between 3432 -
4442 of the 5653 WTGs visible. Again, actual visibility is likely to be more limited than this due to
the orientation of the railway in relation to the Proposed Development. These effects will occur at
a minimum distance of approximately 11.6 km. The overall magnitude of change along this
section is considered to be Medium-Low. Overall, effects ranging from Moderate (significant) to
Moderate (not significant) will be experienced along this part of the route, where visibility is
experienced by passengers travelling south at speed. These effects are considered to be
significant or not significant in response to the Medium to Medium-Low magnitude of change.

17.10.1.406 17.10.1.105 Between Newcastle and Wicklow, the ZTV indicates varying levels of visibility
of the Proposed Development. This is due to screening by Wicklow Head to the south, which
prevents views towards southern parts of the Array Area from areas nearby. Visibility is therefore
higher-level towards the north of this section of the railway line, decreasing with proximity to
Wicklow. Again, visibility will be lower than that indicated by the ZTV due to the orientation of the
train in relation to the Proposed Development. Where the ZTV indicates highest-level visibility for
this section, the magnitude of change will be Medium. This decreases further south, reducing to
Low where between 1 - 4410 of the WTGs will be visible north of Wicklow. Within Wicklow,
Overall, effects ranging from Moderate (not significant) to Moderate-Minor (not significant)
will be experienced along this part of the route, where visibility is experienced by passengers
travelling south at speed. The Moderate effect is considered to be not significant due to the
screening of parts of the Array Area by landform at Wicklow Head, and the associated reduction
in magnitude of change.

Assessment of night-time lighting
17.10.1.407 17.10.1.106 As described in Section 17.6 and 17.7 above, an assessment of the visual

effects of night-time lighting associated with the Proposed Development is undertaken from four
representative viewpoints. For each viewpoint, the baseline and sensitivity to change is described
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MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

2000CD RED AVIATION WARNING LIGHTS

17.10.1.412 17.10.1.411 The predicted view of the red aviation lights at 2,000cd is shown in the
photomontage in Figure 17.22.1(If - mg).

17.10.1.413 17.10.1.412 Aviation and marine navigation lighting of the proposed ABWP2 WTGs will be
visible in the view at night, from 7 527.5 km to the closest WTG, including both the red medium
intensity flashing lighting at nacelle height on all WTGs and steady yellow marine navigational
lighting at platform level of the SPS WTGs. The low intensity red lights on the towers of all WTGs
may also be visible. The aviation lights will introduce multiple points of red light into the night-time
view, and the marine navigation lights will extend the existing array of small yellow lights across
a greater part of the sea view, between the dark sea below and dark sky above.

17.10.1.414 17.10.1.413 The lighting of the ABWP2 WTGs will be seen in a baseline view which
features other lighting in closer proximity, including lighting at Ballynacarrig Public House, Potters
Point Holiday Park and on the R750, albeit seen in different sectors of the view. However, it will
extend the lateral spread of offshore WTG lighting over a wider portion of the view, extending
more lighting into the relatively darker south-eastern sector of the view, and extending further
lighting into the dark seascape context. Although the aviation and marine navigation lighting of
the ABWP2 WTGs will be viewed in the context of existing offshore WTG lighting, it will introduce
red aviation lighting into the view, which is not currently present. A section of the seascape to the
south of the Array Area will be retained with no WTG lighting, and the lighting on the southern
WTGs, seen at greater distances, will be more difficult to discern at lower intensity due to the
increased distance.

17.10.1.415 17.10.1.414 The aviation lights will be seen above the horizon and backdropped by dark
sky, however the aviation lights are relatively low to the horizon and do not extend high into the
sky above the viewpoint, thus limiting the amount of the night-sky that is impeded. The stars will
continue to be visible in the skies above. The aviation lights are not expected to result in obtrusive
light that impedes the wider expanse of night sky, which can be experienced readily above the
aviation lights, nor result in brightening of the night sky (skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface
and will therefore not be of detriment to the overall experience of the night skies and seascape in
this view.

17.10.1.416 17.10.1.415 As a result of these factors, the magnitude of change on the night-time view
as a result of the marine navigation lights and aviation lights operating at 2,000cd is assessed as
Medium-High and when combined with the Medium sensitivity of the viewpoint, this results in a
Moderate (significant) visual effect, occurring primarily due to the extended spread of visible
lighting into the relatively darker seascape to the south-east of the viewpoint, at a minimum
distance of 7.52 km. This will be experienced from a viewpoint that has baseline lighting in close
proximity, including lighting associated with cars on the R750, and experienced by receptors
travelling on the road. The operation of aviation lights at the lower intensity of 200cd when visibility
from every WTG is >5 km will provide further mitigation and reduction in the perceived intensity
of the visible lighting (Figure 17.22n-o17.22h - i).

2000CD WHITE AVIATION WARNING LIGHTS

17.10.1.417 17.10.1.416 The predicted view of the white aviation lights at 2,000cd is shown in the
photomontage in Figure 17.22. 1(n—oj - k). This represents a theoretical maximum visibility when
the lights are visible, however it is predicted that the white lights at nacelle height are unlikely to
be readily visible from this viewpoint (at 44m AoD), due to the light fittings being fully cut off, so
that practically no light is emitted below the horizontal plane of the light (at nacelle height), in line
with IAA guidance.
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17.10.1.418 17.10.1417 Aviation and marine navigation lighting of the proposed WTGs may be visible
in the view at night, from ££27.5 km to the closest WTG, including both the white medium
intensity flashing lighting at nacelle height and steady yellow marine navigational lighting at
platform level, both seen only on the 4415 SPS WTGs. The aviation lights may, if visible, introduce
multiple points of white light into the night-time view out to sea, and the marine navigational lights
will extend the existing array of small yellow lights across a greater part of the sea view, between
the dark sea below and dark sky above.

17.10.1.419 17.10.1418 The lighting of the ABWP2 WTGs will be seen in a baseline view which
features other lighting in closer proximity, albeit seen in different sectors of the view. However, it
will extend the lateral spread of lighting over a wider portion of the view, extending more lighting
into the relatively darker south-eastern sector of the view, and extending further lighting into the
dark seascape context. Although the aviation and marine navigation lighting of the ABWP2 WTGs
will be viewed in the context of existing offshore WTG lighting, it will introduce more extensive
aviation lighting into the view. A section of the seascape to the south of the Array Area will be
retained with no WTG lighting, and the lighting on the southern WTGs, seen at greater distances,
will be more difficult to discern at lower intensity due to the greater distance.

17.10.1.420 17.10.1419 The aviation lights may be seen above the horizon and backdropped by dark
sky, however the aviation lights are relatively low to the horizon and do not extend high into the
sky above the viewpoint, thus limiting the amount of the night-sky that is impeded. The stars will
continue to be visible in the skies above. The aviation lights are not expected to result in obtrusive
light that impedes the wider expanse of night sky, which can be experienced readily above the
aviation lights, nor result in brightening of the night sky (skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface
and will therefore not be of detriment to the overall experience of the night skies and seascape in
this view.

17.10.1.421 17.10.1420 As a result of these factors, the magnitude of change on the night-time view
as a result of the marine navigation lights and aviation lights operating at 2,000cd is assessed as
Medium-Low and when combined with the Medium sensitivity of the viewpoint, this results in a
Moderate-Minor (not significant ) visual effect, occurring primarily due to the extended spread
of visible lighting into the relatively darker seascape to the south-east of the viewpoint, at a
minimum distance of 7.52 km. This will be experienced from a viewpoint that has baseline lighting
in close proximity, including lighting associated with cars on the R750, and experienced by
receptors travelling on the road. The assessment presented represents the theoretical maximum
visibility for the white aviation lights, however lighting is likely to be more difficult to discern or
practically not visible at this viewpoint, if the aviation lights are fully cut off such that practically no
light is emitted below the horizontal, in accordance with IAA (2015) guidance.

VIEWPOINT 10: FERRY BANK, ARKLOW

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.422 17.10.1.421 The existing night-time view from Ferry Bank, Arklow is shown in Figure
17.28.1(k-lj - k). Sources of lighting in the baseline view are generally focused to the west, within
Arklow. This includes street lighting, lighting within residential and commercial properties, and
lighting associated with vehicles on the road network within the town.

17.10.1.423 17.10.1.422 In contrast, the view to the east over the Irish Sea is darker, and there are
limited sources of existing lighting in this direction. In the view over the Irish Sea, existing lighting
comprises limited point sources of lighting, including transient lights on boats in the inshore
waters; an intermittent bright red light on the end of Arklow Pier; and night-time lighting on the
ABWP1 WTGs. Lighting of the existing ABWP1 WTGs is faintly visible in the view at night,
comprising yellow marine navigational lighting at platform level of two WTGs at the northern and
southern extents of the development (SPS), forming small points of distant yellow light on the
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horizon between the dark sea below and dark sky above. This lighting is contained within a
relatively limited horizontal extent. Although aviation light fittings are fully cut off so that practically
no light is emitted below the horizontal, the white aviation lighting mounted on the nacelle roof of
the existing ABWP1 WTGs #1 and #7 (SPS) were observed during site surveys and can be seen
in the baseline photograph in Figure 17.28.1j17.28.1k. Overall, the view direction represents a
darker sector of the view from this viewpoint, in contrast to the brighter view over more widespread
artificial lighting within Arklow to the west. Red aviation lights are visible on the Raheenleagh
onshore wind turbines located inland, beyond the settlement of Arklow.

17.10.1.424 17.10.1.423 The value of the view is assessed to be Medium at night-time. Although it is
unlikely to be a location that people visit to experience a dark landscape, due to the close
proximity of several sources of lighting within Arklow to the west, the view to the east over the
Irish Sea represents a darker direction of view. It is however, likely to be valued by local people
as a location from which darker seascape can be viewed, albeit in close proximity to brighter
urban lighting. The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors
walking along the shoreline. Although recreational receptors are unlikely to be walking along the
shoreline throughout the hours of darkness, there may be similar views at dusk, when there are
likely to be more receptors experiencing the view. Similar, albeit brighter and more distant views,
will be available to residents in Arklow. The susceptibility of these receptors is considered to be
Medium-high, as their focus is likely to be on their surroundings.

17.10.1.425 17.10.1.424 Overall, taking into account the Medium value and Medium-High susceptibility,
the sensitivity of the viewpoint at night is considered to be Medium-High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

2000CD RED AVIATION WARNING LIGHTS

17.10.1.426 17.10.1.425 The predicted view of the red aviation lights at 2,000cd is shown in the
photomontage in Figure 17.28(m-nl - m).

17.10.1.427 17.10.1.426 Aviation and marine navigation lighting of the proposed ABWP2 WTGs will be
visible in the view at night, from 12.1012.1 km to the closest WTG, including both the red medium
intensity flashing lighting at nacelle height on all WTGs and steady yellow marine navigational
lighting at platform level of the 4415 SPS WTGs. The low intensity red lights on the towers of all
WTGs may also be visible. These aviation lights will introduce multiple points of red light into the
night-time view, and the marine navigational lights will extend the existing array of small yellow
lights extending across part of the sea view, between the dark sea below and dark sky above.

17.10.1.428 17.10.1.427 The lighting of the ABWP2 WTGs will be seen in a baseline view which
features other lighting in closer proximity, albeit seen in different sectors of the view. However, it
will extend the lateral spread of lighting over a wider portion of the view, extending more lighting
into the relatively darker eastern seascape sector of the view, and extending further lighting into
the dark seascape context.

17.10.1.429 17.10.1.428 Although the aviation and marine navigation lighting of the ABWP2 WTGs will
be viewed in the context of existing offshore WTG lighting, it will introduce red aviation lighting
into the view, which is not currently present. A small section of the seascape to the north of the
Array Area will be retained with no WTG lighting, however the majority of the horizontal extent of
the sea view would be influence by the WTG lighting. The lighting associated with the Proposed
Development will extend lighting throughout the majority of the seascape, and artificial lighting
will therefore be seen in all sectors of this view.

17.10.1.430 17.10.1.429 The aviation lights will be seen above the horizon and backdropped by dark
sky, however they are relatively low to the horizon and do not extend high into the sky above the
viewpoint, thus limiting the amount of the night-sky that is impeded. The stars will continue to be
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visible in the skies above. The aviation lights are not expected to result in obtrusive light that
impedes the wider expanse of night sky, which can be experienced readily above the aviation
lights, nor result in brightening of the night sky (skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and will
therefore not be of detriment to the overall experience of the night skies and seascape in this
view.

17.10.1.431 17.10.1430 The magnitude of change on the night-time view as a result of the marine
navigation lights and aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as Medium-High, occurring
primarily due to the extended spread of visible lighting throughout the darkest sector of the view,
over the Irish Sea to the east. The magnitude of change will be experienced from a viewpoint that
has baseline lighting at close proximity, albeit seen in a different sector of the view. The lighting
on the ABWP2 WTGs will therefore result in all sectors of this view being influenced by lighting.

17.10.1.432 17.10.1.431 When combined with the Medium-High sensitivity of the viewpoint, the
Medium-High magnitude of change results in a Major-Moderate (significant) visual effect,
occurring primarily due to the extended spread of visible lighting throughout the darkest sector of
the view, over the Irish Sea to the east. The operation of aviation lights at the lower intensity of
200cd when visibility from every WTG is >5 km will provide further mitigation and reduction in the
perceived intensity of the visible lighting (Figure 17.28o-p17.28n - 0).

2000CD WHITE AVIATION WARNING LIGHTS

17.10.1.433 17.10.1.132 The predicted view of the white aviation lights at 2,000cd is shown in the
photomontage in Figure 17.28(q-rp -q). This represents the theoretical maximum visibility when
the lights are visible, however it is predicted that the white lights at nacelle height are unlikely to
be readily visible from this viewpoint (5.2m AoD), due to the light fittings being fully cut off, so that
practically no light is emitted below the horizontal plane of the light, in accordance with IAA
guidance.

17.10.1.434 17.10.1.133 Aviation and marine navigation lighting of ABWP2 WTGs may be visible in the
view at night, from 12.1012.1 km to the closest WTG, including both the white flashing medium
intensity lighting at nacelle height and yellow steady marine navigational lighting at platform level,
both seen only on the 4415 SPS WTGs. The aviation lights may, if visible, introduce multiple
points of flashing white light into the night-time view out to sea, and the marine navigational lights
will extend the existing array of small yellow lights extending across part of the sea view, between
the dark sea below and dark sky above.

17.10.1.435 17.10.1434 The lighting of the ABWP2 WTGs will be seen in a baseline view which
features other lighting in closer proximity, albeit seen in different sectors of the view. However, it
will extend the lateral spread of lighting over a wider portion of the view, extending more lighting
into the relatively darker eastern sector of the view, and extending further lighting into the dark
seascape context.

17.10.1.436 17.10.1435 Although the aviation and marine navigation lighting of the ABWP2 WTGs will
be viewed in the context of existing offshore WTG lighting, it will extend lighting across the
majority of the seascape section of the view, although there are clear views between the SPS to
the dark seascape and sky beyond, such that sections of the seascape between SPS be retained
with no visible WTG lighting.

17.10.1.437 17.10.1436 The aviation lights will be seen above the horizon and backdropped by dark
sky, however they are relatively low to the horizon and do not extend high into the sky above the
viewpoint, thus limiting the amount of the night-sky that is impeded. The stars will continue to be
visible in the skies above. The aviation lights are not expected to result in obtrusive light that
impedes the wider expanse of night sky, which can be experienced readily above the aviation
lights, nor result in brightening of the night sky (skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and will
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therefore not be of detriment to the overall experience of the night skies and seascape in this
view.

17.10.1.438 17.10.1.'137 The magnitude of change on the night-time view as a result of the marine
navigation lights and aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as Medium, occurring
primarily due to the extended spread of visible lighting throughout the darkest sector of the view,
over the Irish Sea to the east. The magnitude of change will be experienced from a viewpoint that
has baseline lighting at close proximity, albeit seen in a different sector of the view. The lighting
on the ABWP2 WTGs will therefore result in all sectors of this view being influenced by lighting.

17.10.1.439 17.10.1. 38 When combined with the Medium-High sensitivity of the viewpoint, the
Medium magnitude of change results in a Moderate (significant) visual effect, occurring primarily
due to the extended spread of visible lighting throughout the darkest sector of the view, over the
Irish Sea to the east. The assessment presented represents the theoretical maximum visibility for
the white aviation lights, however lighting is likely to be more difficult to discern or practically not
visible from this viewpoint, if the aviation lights are cut off such that practically no light is emitted
below the horizontal, in accordance with IAA (2015) guidance.

VIEWPOINT 13: CLOGGA AMENITY AREA

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.440 17.10.1. 39 The existing night-time view from Clogga Amenity Area is shown in Figure
17.31.1(j-kd - e). There are limited sources of lighting in the baseline view. Existing lighting
comprises limited point sources, including transient lights in boats in the inshore waters, and
night-time lighting on the ABWP1 WTGs. Marine navigational lighting of the existing ABWP1
WTGs is faintly visible in the view at night, comprising yellow marine navigational lighting at
platform level of two WTGs at the northern and southern extents of the development (SPS),
forming small points of distant yellow light on the horizon between the dark sea below and dark
sky above. This lighting is contained within a relatively limited horizontal extent. White aviation
lighting mounted on the nacelle roof of the existing ABWP1 WTGs #1 and #7 (SPS) were not
observed during site surveys and are not captured in the baseline photographs (Figure 17.31.1h-
+17.31.1d - e). These aviation light fittings are fully cut off so that practically no light is emitted
below the horizontal. There is also limited lighting visible along the coast to the north, associated
with the holiday park and farmhouse at Askintinny. This viewpoint represents a relatively dark
baseline view.

17.10.1.441 17.10.1.'1d0 The value of the view is assessed to be High at night-time. Although it is not
identified as a specific location for experiencing dark skies, it may be a location that people visit
to experience a dark landscape, and there are limited existing sources of lighting in the view. It is
likely to be valued by local people as a location from which dark skies and the dark seascape can
be viewed.

17.10.1.442 17.10.1.441 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors
walking along the shoreline. Although recreational receptors are unlikely to be walking along the
shoreline throughout the hours of darkness, there may be similar views at dusk, when there are
likely to be more receptors experiencing the view. The susceptibility of these receptors is
considered to be Medium-high, as their focus is likely to be on their surroundings.

17.10.1.443 17.10.1.'1'12 Overall, taking into account the High value and Medium-High susceptibility,
the sensitivity of the viewpoint at night is considered to be High.
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MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

2000CD RED AVIATION WARNING LIGHTS

17.10.1.444 17.10.1.443 The predicted view of the red aviation lights at 2,000 cd is shown in the
photomontage in Figure 17.31.1(l-mf - g).

17.10.1.445 17.10.1.444 Aviation and marine navigation lighting of the proposed ABWP2 WTGs will be
visible in the view at night, from 11.5711 .6 km to the closest WTG, including both the red medium
intensity flashing lighting at nacelle height on all WTGs and steady yellow marine navigational
lighting at platform level of the 4415 SPS WTGs. The low intensity red lights on the towers of all
WTGs may also be visible. The aviation lighting will introduce multiple points of red light into the
night-time view, and the marine navigational lighting extend the existing array of small yellow
lights across part of the sea view, between the dark sea below and dark sky above.

17.10.1.446 17.10.1.446 The aviation and marine navigation lighting of the ABWP2 WTGs will be seen
in a baseline view which features limited existing lighting. Although it will be viewed in the context
of existing offshore WTG lighting, it will introduce red aviation lighting into the view, which is not
currently present. A small section of the seascape to the north of the Array Area will be retained
with no visible WTG lighting. However, the lighting associated with ABWP2 will extend lighting
throughout the majority of the seascape, covering a much greater horizontal extent than the
existing ABWP1 WTG lighting.

17.10.1.447 17.10.1.446 The aviation lights will be seen above the horizon and backdropped by dark
sky, however they are relatively low to the horizon and do not extend high into the sky above the
viewpoint, thus limiting the amount of the night-sky that is impeded. The stars will continue to be
visible in the skies above. The aviation lights are not expected to result in obtrusive light that
impedes the wider expanse of night sky, which can be experienced readily above the aviation
lights, nor result in brightening of the night sky (skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and will
therefore not be of detriment to the overall experience of the night skies and seascape in this
view.

17.10.1.448 17.10.1.447 The magnitude of change on the night-time view as a result of the marine
navigation lights and aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as High, occurring primarily
due to the extended spread of visible lighting throughout the dark view, over the Irish Sea to the
east. The magnitude of change will be experienced from a viewpoint that has limited baseline
lighting. The lighting on the ABWP2 WTGs will therefore introduce night time lighting into a much
greater extent of the view than is currently influenced by lights.

17.10.1.449 17.10.1.448 When combined with the Medium-High sensitivity of the viewpoint, the
Medium-High magnitude of change results in a Major (significant) visual effect, occurring
primarily due to the introduction of visible lighting across a wide horizontal extent throughout this
relatively dark view. The operation of aviation lights at the lower intensity of 200cd when visibility
from every WTG is >5 km will provide further mitigation and reduction in the perceived intensity
of the visible lighting (Figure 17.31n-o17.31h - i).

2000CD WHITE AVIATION WARNING LIGHTS

17.10.1.450 17.10.1.449 The predicted view of the white aviation lights at 2,000 cd is shown in the
photomontage in Figure 17.31.1(p-qj - k). This represents the theoretical maximum visibility when
the lights are visible, however it is predicted that the white lights at nacelle height are unlikely to
be readily visible from this viewpoint (at 16.9m AoD), due to the light fittings being fully cut off, so
that practically no light is emitted below the horizontal plane of the light (at nacelle height), in
accordance with IAA guidance.

17.10.1.451 17.10.1.450 Aviation and marine navigation lighting of the proposed ABWP2 WTGs may
be visible in the view at night, from 11.5711.6 km to the closest WTG, including both the flashing
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white medium intensity lighting at nacelle height and yellow marine navigational lighting at
platform level, both present only on the 4415 SPS WTGs. The aviation lights may, if visible,
introduce multiple points of flashing white light into the night-time view out to sea, and the marine
navigational lights will extend the existing array of small yellow lights across part of the sea view,
between the dark sea below and dark sky above.

17.10.1.452 17.10.1451 The aviation and marine navigation lighting of the ABWP2 WTGs will be seen
in a baseline view which features limited existing lighting. Although it will be viewed in the context
of limited existing offshore WTG lighting, it will extend lighting throughout the majority of the
seascape, covering a much greater horizontal extent than the existing ABWP1 WTG lighting.
There are clear views retained between lighting on SPS to the dark seascape and sky beyond,
such that sections of the seascape between SPS be retained with no visible WTG lighting..

17.10.1.453 17.10.1452 The aviation lights may be seen above the horizon and backdropped by dark
sky, however they are relatively low to the horizon and do not extend high into the sky above the
viewpoint, thus limiting the amount of the night-sky that is impeded. The stars will continue to be
visible in the skies above. The aviation lights are not expected to result in obtrusive light that
impedes the wider expanse of night sky, which can be experienced readily above the aviation
lights, nor result in brightening of the night sky (skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and will
therefore not be of detriment to the overall experience of the night skies and seascape in this
view.

17.10.1.454 17.10.1453 The magnitude of change on the night-time view as a result of the marine
navigation lights and aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as Medium, occurring
primarily due to the extended spread of visible lighting throughout the dark view, over the Irish
Sea to the east. The magnitude of change will be experienced from a viewpoint that has limited
baseline lighting. The lighting on the ABWP2 WTGs will therefore introduce night time lighting
into a much greater extent of the view than is currently influenced by lights.

17.10.1.455 17.10.1451 When combined with the Medium-High sensitivity of the viewpoint, the
Medium magnitude of change results in a Moderate (significant) visual effect, occurring primarily
due to the introduction of visible lighting across a wide horizontal extent throughout this relatively
dark view. The assessment presented represents the maximum visibility scenario for the white
aviation lights, however lighting is likely to be more difficult to discern or practically not visible
from this viewpoint if the aviation lights are fully cut off such that practically no light is emitted
below the horizontal, in line with IAA (2015) guidance.

VIEWPOINT 24: MIZEN HEAD

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE

17.10.1.456 17.10.1455 The existing night-time view from Mizen Head is shown in Figure 17.42.1(n-pl
- n). This is a relatively dark view, with limited sources of baseline lighting, particularly over the
Irish Sea to the east. Existing lighting in this direction comprises limited point sources, including
transient lights in boats in the inshore waters, and night-time lighting on the ABWP1 WTGs.
Marine navigation lighting of the existing ABWP1 WTGs is faintly visible in the view at night,
comprising yellow marine navigational lighting at platform level of two WTGs at the northern and
southern extents of the development (SPS), forming small points of distant yellow light on the
horizon between the dark sea below and dark sky above. This lighting occupies a relatively limited
horizontal extent. White aviation lighting mounted on the nacelle roof of the existing ABWP1
WTGs #1 and #7 (SPS) were not observed during site surveys and are not captured in the
baseline photographs (Figure 1742.1n-p17.42.1l - n). These aviation light fittings are fully cut off
so that practically no light is emitted below the horizontal. The view along the coast is slightly
brighter, and features several sources of lighting, including that associated with two residential
properties to the north-west and south respectively, and lights on vehicles travelling on the R750.
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Overall, this viewpoint represents a relatively dark baseline view, with the view over the Irish Sea
being the darkest sector.

17.10.1.457 17.10.1.456 The value of the view is assessed as High at night-time. Although it is not
identified as a specific location for experiencing dark skies, it may be a location that people visit
to experience a dark landscape, and there are limited existing sources of lighting in the view. It is
likely to be valued by local people as a location from which dark skies and the dark seascape can
be viewed.

17.10.1.458 17.10.1.467 The viewpoint is representative of views experienced by recreational receptors
visiting the coast. Although recreational receptors are unlikely to be walking along the coast
throughout the hours of darkness, there may be similar views at dusk, when there are likely to be
more receptors experiencing the view. The susceptibility of these receptors is considered to be
Medium-high, as their focus is likely to be on their surroundings. Similar views will also be
experienced by residential receptors.

17.10.1.459 17.10.1.458 Overall, taking into account the Medium-High value and Medium-High
susceptibility, the sensitivity of the viewpoint at night is considered to be Medium-High.

MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

2000CD RED AVIATION WARNING LIGHTS

17.10.1.460 17.10.1.459 The predicted view of the red aviation lights at 2,000 cd is shown in the
photomontage in Figure 17.42.1(q-so - q).

17.10.1.461 17.10.1.460 Aviation and marine navigation lighting of the proposed ABWP2 WTGs will be
visible in the view at night, from §458.1 km to the closest WTG, including both the steady red
medium intensity flashing lighting at nacelle height on all WTGs and steady yellow marine
navigational lighting at platform level of the 15 SPS WTGs. The low intensity red lights on the
towers of all WTGs may also be visible. This will introduce multiple points of red light into the
night-time view, and extend the existing array of small yellow lights across part of the sea view,
between the dark sea below and dark sky above.

17.10.1.462 17.10.1.461 The aviation and marine navigation lighting of the ABWP2 WTGs will be seen
in a baseline view which features limited existing lighting, albeit with some limited sources of
lighting along the coast to the south and north-west. Although it will be viewed in the context of
existing offshore WTG lighting at ABWP1, it will introduce red aviation lighting into the view, which
is not currently present. A small section of the seascape to the north of the Array Area will remain
unlit. However, the lighting associated with ABWP2 will extend lighting throughout the majority of
the seascape, covering a much greater horizontal extent than the existing ABWP1 WTG lighting.

17.10.1.463 17.10.1.462 The aviation lights will be seen above the horizon and backdropped by dark
sky, however they are relatively low to the horizon and do not extend high into the sky above the
viewpoint, thus limiting the amount of the night-sky that is impeded. The stars will continue to be
visible in the skies above. The aviation lights are not expected to result in obtrusive light that
impedes the wider expanse of night sky, which can be experienced readily above the aviation
lights, nor result in brightening of the night sky (skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and will
therefore not be of detriment to the overall experience of the night skies and seascape in this
view.

17.10.1.464 17.10.1.463 The magnitude of change on the night-time view as a result of the marine
navigation lights and aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as High, occurring primarily
due to the extended spread of visible lighting throughout the dark view, over the Irish Sea to the
east. The magnitude of change will be experienced from a viewpoint that has relatively limited
baseline lighting, and the lighting associated with the ABWP2 WTGs will introduce lighting into
an extensive expanse of the darkest sector of the view.
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17.10.1.465 17.10.146'1 When combined with the Medium-High sensitivity of the viewpoint, the High
magnitude of change results in a Major (significant) visual effect, occurring primarily due to the
introduction of visible lighting across a wide horizontal extent throughout this relatively dark view.
The operation of aviation lights at the lower intensity of 200cd when visibility from every WTG is
>5 km will provide further mitigation and reduction in the perceived intensity of the visible lighting
(Figure 17.42t-u17.42r-t).

2000CD WHITE AVIATION WARNING LIGHTS

17.10.1.466 17.10.1.165 The predicted view of the white aviation lights at 2,000 cd is shown in the
photomontage in Figure 17.42.1(w-yu - w). This represents the theoretical maximum visibility
when the lights are visible, however it is predicted that the white lights at nacelle height are
unlikely to be readily visible from this viewpoint (at 11.7m AoD), due to the light fittings being fully
cut off, so that practically no light is emitted below the horizontal plane of the light, in accordance
with IAA guidance.

17.10.1.467 17.10.1.166 Aviation and marine navigation lighting of the proposed ABWP2 WTGs may
be visible in the view at night, from 8428.1 km to the closest WTG, including both the flashing
white medium intensity lighting at nacelle height and yellow marine navigational lighting at
platform level, both seen only on the 4415 SPS WTGs. The aviation lights may, if visible, introduce
multiple points of white light into the night-time view, and the marine navigation lighting will extend
the existing array of small yellow lights across part of the sea view, between the dark sea below
and dark sky above.

17.10.1.468 17.10.1467 The aviation and marine navigation lighting of the ABWP2 WTGs will be seen
in a baseline view which features limited existing lighting, albeit with some limited sources of
lighting along the coast to the south and north-west. Although it will be viewed in the context of
existing offshore WTG lighting at ABWP1, it will introduce white aviation lighting into the view,
which is not currently present. A small section of the seascape to the north of the Array Area will
remain unlit. However, the lighting associated with ABWP2 will extend lighting throughout the
majority of the seascape, covering a much greater horizontal extent than the existing ABWP1
WTG lighting.

17.10.1.469 17.10.1468 The aviation lights may be seen above the horizon and backdropped by dark
sky, however they are relatively low to the horizon and do not extend high into the sky above the
viewpoint, thus limiting the amount of the night-sky that is impeded. The stars will continue to be
visible in the skies above. The aviation lights are not expected to result in obtrusive light that
impedes the wider expanse of night sky, which can be experienced readily above the aviation
lights, nor result in brightening of the night sky (skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and will
therefore not be of detriment to the overall experience of the night skies and seascape in this
view.

17.10.1.470 17.10.1469 The magnitude of change on the night-time view as a result of the marine
navigation lights and aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as Medium, occurring
primarily due to the extended spread of visible lighting throughout the dark view, over the Irish
Sea to the east. The magnitude of change will be experienced from a viewpoint that has relatively
limited baseline lighting, and the lighting associated with the ABWP2 WTGs will introduce lighting
into an extensive expanse of the darkest sector of the view.

17.10.1.471 17.10.1470 When combined with the Medium-High sensitivity of the viewpoint, the
Medium magnitude of change results in a Moderate (significant) visual effect, occurring primarily
due to the introduction of visible lighting across a wide horizontal extent throughout this relatively
dark view. The assessment presented represents the maximum visibility for the white aviation
lights, however lighting is likely to be more difficult to discern or practically not visible at this
viewpoint, if the lights are fully cut off, such that practically no light is emitted below the horizontal,
in accordance with IAA (2015) guidance.
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