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Table 21.54: Tonnage (Thousands) of Non -Fishing Goods Handled by Port, 2015 -2021. Source: 
CSO (2022), Statistics of Port Traffic  

Port 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Arklow 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Wicklow 134 152 142 193 168 153 142 

Table 21.65: Non -Fishing Goods Vessel Arrivals by Port, 2015 -2021. Source: CSO (2022), Statistics 
of Port Traffic  

Port 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Arklow 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Wicklow 96 114 123 137 116 111 107 
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offshore Cable Corridor and Working Area will extend from this area to a landfall approximately
5 km to the north of Arklow at Johnstown North.

21.6.2.13 Wicklow Harbour, located approximately 11 km from the Proposed Development at the closest
point, operates several commercial maritime businesses engaged in stevedoring, logistics,
transport, charter boats, fishing and maritime engineering. It also supports yachting.

21.6.2.14Arklow Harbour, located approximately 6 km from the Proposed Development, supports coastal
shipping operations, vessel construction, yachting and fishing. Arklow Shipping with a fleet of 59
ships has its headquarters located within the port. The harbour iswas also used for the
Gperatienoperational and maintenance phase of the existing ABWP1 offshore infrastructure. The
Developer has supported local fishery activity through investing in the ABWP2 Fisheries Fund,
which helped to fund a new commercial pontoon within Arklow Harbour.

21.6.2.15 As shown in Table 21.54 and Table 21.65-and-Table 21.65, Arklow has a substantially lower level
of non-fishing activity recorded than Wicklow Port. Between 2015 and 2021, Wicklow Port
handled around 150 thousand tonnes of non-fishing cargo, from around 100 boats each year.
There was no non-fishing goods handling activity recorded at Arklow Port as the type of vessels
regularly calling at the port are sailing vessels (71%), pleasure crafts (21%), Search and Rescue
(SAR) vessels (1%), fishing vessels (1%) and high speed crafts (1%) (Marine Traffic, 2023).

Table 21.54: Tonnage (Thousands) of Non-Fishing Goods Handled by Port, 2015-2021. Source:
CSO (2022), Statistics of Port Traffic

Port 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Arklow 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Wicklow 134 152 142 193 168 153 142

Table 21.65: Non-Fishing Goods Vessel Arrivals by Port, 2015-2021. Source: CSO (2022), Statistics
of Port Traffic

Port 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Arklow 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Wicklow 96 114 123 137 116 111 107

21.6.2.16There is no dedicated onshore facility for the O&M of the ABWP1 located in Arklow Harbour;
however, the harbour iswas used as the marine base for the crew transfer vessel used for the
O&M of the existing turbines.

21.6.2.17There is a small harbour at Courtown with a lifeboat service and a sailing club, located
approximately 11 km South West of the Proposed Development.

21.6.2.18The local study area is predominantly rural with several urban areas; notably Bray, Greystones,
Wicklow, Arklow, Courtown and surrounds. Wicklow and Arklow are the closest of these towns to
the wind farm.

21.6.2.19 Wicklow Town is the administrative centre for County Wicklow. It is a key destination and an
economically active town that serves and supports the surrounding area. Arklow provides for the
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Figure 21.2: Pobal Deprivation Index by County  

Source: Pobal (2016), Pobal HP Deprivation Indices 
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Figure 21.2: Pobal Deprivation Index by County

Source: Pobal (2016), Pobal HP Deprivation Indices

EDUCATION

21.6.2.38Qualification levels by study area are shown below in Table 21.4410Table 21.4410. The
population of the Local Area had higher than average levels of secondary qualifications when
compared to Ireland as a whole. Of people who had finished their education, 344)35.5% did so
having completed a secondary qualification, higher than the Irish average of 27.3%. The share of
people in the Local Area with vocational qualifications or apprenticeships (13.7%) was also higher
than the Irish average (12.1%).31.7%.

21.6.2.39 However, educational attainment at the further education levelthird level of education, including
apprenticeships, undergraduate degrees, and postgraduate degrees, was below average in the
Local Area. While County Wicklow was above average, with 294j39.8% of people having
achieved a further educationthird level qualification, in comparison to 27 36.7% of Ireland as a
whole, of those who had completed their education in County Wexford, 24 431.3% had achieved
a further educationthird level qualification. Therefore, the Local Area overall was below average
in this respect, with 2&235.4% of people finished with education having achieved this
qualification.
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Figure 21.32: Visitor Numbers by Irish Regions  
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Figure 21.32: Visitor Numbers by Irish Regions

Source: Failte Ireland (20212025), Key Tourism Facts 20192024

21.6.2.45 Data on popular tourist attractions, both paid and free, by Irish region, are published annually by
Failte Ireland. This identified the top attractions in both County Wicklow and Country Wexford.

21.6.2.46The most visited tourist attractions in County Wicklow are shown in Table 21.4312Table 21.4312
below. The most popular of these was Powerscourt House, Gardens & Waterfall, which received
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Ireland, where there are approximately 4,000 schools in total, with 254 children of this age group
for every school in Ireland.
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Table 21.4847: Construction: Magnitude of Employment Impact  

 Local Area Ireland 

Peak Employment (Jobs) 80 300 

Current2023 Jobs 79,15693,460 2,162,3602,345,457 

Peak Jobs as % of Current2023 
Jobs 

0.1% <0.1% 

Magnitude of Effect Negligible Negligible 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT  

 

Table 21.4948: Construction: Significance of Employment Impact  

 Local Area Ireland 

Sensitivity of Receptor Medium Low 

Magnitude of Impact Negligible Negligible 

Significance Not Significant  Not Significant  

PROPOSED MITIGATION  

 

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT 

 

Operational and Maintenance Phase 
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considered to be Negligible for the economy of Ireland, as it is equivalent to less than 0.5% of the
total jobs in Ireland.

Table 21.4847: Construction: Magnitude of Employment Impact

Local Area Ireland

Peak Employment (Jobs) 80 300

Current2023 Jobs 79,15693,460 2,162,3602,345,457

Peak Jobs as % of Current2023 0.1% <0.1%
Jobs

Magnitude of Effect Negligible Negligible

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.10.2.11 Based on the assessments of sensitivity and magnitude, the effect of the construction of
the Proposed Development on employment in the Local Area was assessed as Temporary and
Not Significant. Its effect on the economy of Ireland was assessed as Temporary and Not
Significant.

Table 21.4948: Construction: Significance of Employment Impact

Local Area Ireland

Sensitivity of Receptor Medium Low

Magnitude of Impact Negligible Negligible

Significance Not Significant Not Significant

PROPOSED MITIGATION

21.10.2.12 Since construction spending is expected to result in a beneficial impact on employment,
no mitigation measures are envisaged.

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT

21.10.2.13 The significance of effect from changes in employment is Positive and Not Significant in
EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already identified in Table 21.3430Table
21.3430 are considered necessary. Therefore, no significant adverse residual effects have been
predicted in respect of an increase in employment.

Operational and Maintenance Phase
21.10.2.14 As with the construction phase, the O&M of the Proposed Development will result in an

increase in the turnover of those businesses supporting operational activities. Changes in
turnover will support the jobs required to fulfil contracts.

21.10.2.15 The assessment of impacts on employment relies on the same assumptions that were
adopted in the estimation of GVA impacts occurring during the O&M period.
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Table 21.5756: Significant Effects Identified on Tourism and Recreation Assets  

 Airborne 
Noise 

Shipping and 
Navigation 

SLVIA Infrastructure and 
Other Users 

Cultural Heritage 
Visual Impact 

Johnstown Castle 
Estate, Museum & 
Gardens  

X  X X  X X  

The JFK Memorial 
Park and 
Arboretum 

X  X X  X X  

Hook Lighthouse X  X X  X X  

Wells House & 
Gardens  

X  X X  X X  

Irish National 
Heritage Park  

X  X X  X X  

Kia Ora Mini Farm  X  X X  X X  

Tintern Abbey X  X X  X X  

Colclough Walled 
Garden 

X  X X  X X  

Dunbrody Famine 
Ship 

X  X X  X X  

Kilmokea Gardens  X  X X  X X  

Kennedy 
Homestead  

X  X X  X X  

Ferns Castle X  X X  X X  

Enniscorthy 
Castle 

X  X X  X X  

Powerscourt 
Estate, Gardens & 
Waterfall  

X  X X  X X  

Glendalough 
Monument & Site 

X  X X  X X  

Russborough 
House & 
Parklands  

X  X X  X X  

Kilmacurragh 
Gardens 

X  X X  X X  
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APEMGroup
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Table 21.5756: Significant Effects Identified on Tourism and Recreation Assets

Airborne
Noise

Shipping and
Navigation

SLVIA Infrastructure and
Other Users

Cultural Heritage
Visual Impact

Johnstown Castle
Estate, Museum &
Gardens

X X X X X

The JFK Memorial
Park and
Arboretum

X X X X X

Hook Lighthouse X X X X X

Wells House &
Gardens

X X X X X

Irish National
Heritage Park

X X X X X

Kia Ora Mini Farm X X X X X

Tintern Abbey X X X X X

Colclough Walled
Garden

X X X X X

Dunbrody Famine
Ship

X X X X X

Kilmokea Gardens X X X X X

Kennedy
Homestead

X X X X X

Ferns Castle X X X X X

Enniscorthy
Castle

X X X X X

Powerscourt
Estate, Gardens &
Waterfall

X X X X X

Glendalough
Monument & Site

X X X X X

Russborough
House &
Parklands

X X X X X

Kilmacurragh X X X X X
Gardens
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SENSITIVITY OF RECEPTOR 

 

 

Table 21.5857: Tourism Asset Sensitivities  

Tourism Asset Sensitivity 

Johnstown Castle Estate, Museum & Gardens  Negligible 

The JFK Memorial Park and Arboretum Negligible 

Hook Lighthouse Low 

Wells House & Gardens  Negligible 

Irish National Heritage Park  Negligible 

Kia Ora Mini Farm  Negligible 

Tintern Abbey Negligible 

Colclough Walled Garden Negligible 

Dunbrody Famine Ship Negligible 

Kilmokea Gardens  Negligible 

Kennedy Homestead  Negligible 

Ferns Castle Negligible 

Enniscorthy Castle Negligible 

Powerscourt Estate, Gardens & Waterfall  Negligible 

Glendalough Monument & Site Negligible 

Russborough House & Parklands  Negligible 

GOBe
APEMGroup

z lsse
Renewables

SENSITIVITY OF RECEPTOR

21.10.4.3The majority of tourism assets identified in the Local Area are not located on the coast and do not
rely on the seascape to attract visitors. The two attractions from the list of most popular attractions
located on the coast are the National Sea Life Centre, for which exhibits are indoors and the main
motivation to visit is an interest in wildlife. The main motivation to visit Hook Lighthouse is an
interest in history, though the attraction markets also its sea view.

21.10.4.4A number of beaches and other tourist attractions for which potential significant impacts have
been identified are also included. Based on their proximity to the coast and the likelihood of visual
impacts, the sensitivity of these assets have been assessed as Low, as while they are more likely
to experience significant visual impacts, this does not necessarily suggest that they will
experience any changes in tourism activity. As outlined in Section 21.8, studies of the impacts of
existing offshore wind developments suggest that there is little evidence that would suggest a
relationship between the presence of an offshore wind farm and a reduction in tourism activity.

Table 21.5357: Tourism Asset Sensitivities

Tourism Asset Sensitivity

Johnstown Castle Estate, Museum & Gardens Negligible

The JFK Memorial Park and Arboretum Negligible

Hook Lighthouse Low

Wells House & Gardens Negligible

Irish National Heritage Park Negligible

Kia Ora Mini Farm Negligible

Tintern Abbey Negligible

Colclough Walled Garden Negligible

Dunbrody Famine Ship Negligible

Kilmokea Gardens Negligible

Kennedy Homestead Negligible

Ferns Castle Negligible

Enniscorthy Castle Negligible

Powerscourt Estate, Gardens & Waterfall Negligible

Glendalough Monument & Site Negligible

Russborough House & Parklands Negligible
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SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 

 

Table 21.5958: Significance of Tourism and Recreation Asset Impacts  

 Sensitivity of Receptor  Magnitude of Impact Significance 

Johnstown Castle 
Estate, Museum & 
Gardens  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

The JFK Memorial 
Park and Arboretum 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Hook Lighthouse Low Negligible Not Significant  

Wells House & 
Gardens  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Irish National Heritage 
Park  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Kia Ora Mini Farm  Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Tintern Abbey Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Colclough Walled 
Garden 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Dunbrody Famine Ship Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Kilmokea Gardens  Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Kennedy Homestead  Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Ferns Castle Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Enniscorthy Castle Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Powerscourt Estate, 
Gardens & Waterfall  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Glendalough 
Monument & Site 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Russborough House & 
Parklands  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Kilmacurragh Gardens Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Killruddery House & 
Gardens  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

GOBe
APEMGroup

z lsse
Renewables

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.10.4.6Based on the assessment of both magnitude and sensitivity, the effect of the Proposed
Development’s construction on tourism and recreation assets has been assessed below.

Table 21.5958: Significance of Tourism and Recreation Asset Impacts

Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance

Johnstown Castle
Estate, Museum &
Gardens

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

The JFK Memorial
Park and Arboretum

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Hook Lighthouse Low Negligible Not Significant

Wells House &
Gardens

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Irish National Heritage
Park

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Kia Ora Mini Farm Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Tintern Abbey Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Colclough Walled
Garden

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Dunbrody Famine Ship Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Kilmokea Gardens Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Kennedy Homestead Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Ferns Castle Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Enniscorthy Castle Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Powerscourt Estate,
Gardens & Waterfall

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Glendalough
Monument & Site

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Russborough House &
Parklands

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Kilmacurragh Gardens Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Killruddery House &
Gardens

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible
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RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT 

 

Operational and Maintenance Phase 

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 

 

Table 21.6059: Significance of Tourism and Recreation Asset Impacts  

 Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance 

Johnstown Castle 
Estate, Museum & 
Gardens  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

The JFK Memorial 
Park and Arboretum 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Hook Lighthouse Low Negligible Not Significant  

Wells House & 
Gardens  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Irish National Heritage 
Park  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Kia Ora Mini Farm  Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Tintern Abbey Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Colclough Walled 
Garden 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Dunbrody Famine Ship Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Kilmokea Gardens  Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Kennedy Homestead  Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Ferns Castle Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

GOBe
APEMGroup
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RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT

21.10.4.8The significance of the impact of the construction phase on tourism assets of the Local Area has
been assessed as Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already
identified in Table 21.3430Table 21.3430 are considered necessary. Therefore, no significant
adverse residual effects have been predicted in respect of impacts on tourism assets.

Operational and Maintenance Phase

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT

21.10.4.9 No significant environmental impacts have been identified during the operational and
maintenance phase that could impact the performance of tourism assets. Therefore, the
magnitude of any impact the tourism assets has been assessed as Negligible.

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.10.4.10 Based on the assessment of both magnitude and sensitivity, the effect of the Proposed
Development’s operational and maintenance phase on tourism and recreation assets has been
assessed below.

Table 21.6059: Significance of Tourism and Recreation Asset Impacts

Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance ;

Johnstown Castle
Estate, Museum &
Gardens

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

The JFK Memorial
Park and Arboretum

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Hook Lighthouse Low Negligible Not Significant

Wells House &
Gardens

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Irish National Heritage
Park

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Kia Ora Mini Farm Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Tintern Abbey Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Colclough Walled
Garden

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Dunbrody Famine Ship Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Kilmokea Gardens Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Kennedy Homestead Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Ferns Castle Negligible Negligible Imperceptible
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 Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance 

Wexford Lavender 
Farm 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Blackwater Open Farm Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Duncannon Forst 
Visitor Centre 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

 

PROPOSED MITIGATION  

 

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT 

 

Decommissioning Phase 

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 

 

Table 21.6160: Significance of Tourism and Recreation Asset Impacts  

 Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance 

Johnstown Castle 
Estate, Museum & 
Gardens  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

The JFK Memorial 
Park and Arboretum 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Hook Lighthouse Low Negligible Not Significant  

Wells House & 
Gardens  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  
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Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance ;

Wexford Lavender
Farm

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Blackwater Open Farm Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Duncannon Forst
Visitor Centre

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

PROPOSED MITIGATION

21.10.4.11 As the impact of the operational and maintenance phase of the Proposed Development on
tourism assets of the Local Area has been assessed as Not Significant, no mitigation measures
are envisaged.

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT

21.10.4.12 The significance of the impact of the operational and maintenance phase on tourism assets
of the Local Area has been assessed as Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional
mitigation to that already identified in Table 21.3430Table 21.3430 are considered necessary.
Therefore, no significant adverse residual effects have been predicted in respect of impacts on
tourism assets.

Decommissioning Phase

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT

21.10.4.13 No significant environmental impacts have been identified during the decommissioning
phase that could impact the performance of tourism assets. Therefore, the magnitude of any
impact the tourism assets has been assessed as Negligible.

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.10.4.14 Based on the assessment of both magnitude and sensitivity, the effect of the Proposed
Development’s decommissioning phase on tourism and recreation assets has been assessed
below.

Table 21.64-60: Significance of Tourism and Recreation Asset Impacts

Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance ;

Johnstown Castle
Estate, Museum &
Gardens

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

The JFK Memorial
Park and Arboretum

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Hook Lighthouse Low Negligible Not Significant

Wells House &
Gardens

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Volume II, Chapter 21, Population and Human Health (Revised March 2026) 81







  

 

Volume II, Chapter 21, Population and Human Health (Revised March 2026) 84 

SENSITIVITY OF RECEPTOR 

 

Construction Phase 

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 21.6261: Construction: Magnitude of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities 
Impacts  

 Local Area 

Peak Population Increase 80 

Average Annual Population Increase (2016-
2036) 

2,7142,746 

Peak Population as % of Normal Population 
Growth 

2.9% 

Magnitude of Effect Negligible 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 
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SENSITIVITY OF RECEPTOR

21.10.5.2The sensitivity of the residential amenities and community facilities in the Local Area has been
assessed as Low.

Construction Phase

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT

21.10.5.3The potential change in demographics as a result of construction of the Proposed Development
is linked to the number of jobs that are supported.

21.10.5.4The distribution of economic activity during the construction of the Proposed Development is
determined by the location of the directly contracted and supply chain companies. Changes to
the use of and demand for residential amenities and community facilities will be the result of new
people moving to the area to work on these projects.

21.10.5.5 As shown in Table 21.6261Table 21.6261, it is expected that the population of the Local Area will
grow on average by 2,71*12,746 each year between 20162022 and 20342040. The peak
employment that will be supported in the Local Area during the construction of the Proposed
Development is estimated to be 80 jobs. This is equivalent to 2.9% of the projected annual
population growth for the Local Area.

21.10.5.6 The Developer is also considering a potential community benefit fund, which may include support
for residential amenities and community facilities.

21.10.5.7 In line with the approach to determining the magnitude of residential amenities and community
facilities impacts outlined in Table 21,2928Table 21.2928, the magnitude of this impact has been
assessed as Negligible.

Table 21.6261: Construction: Magnitude of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities
Impacts

Local Area

Peak Population Increase 80

Average Annual Population Increase (2016-
2036)

2 7442,746

Peak Population as % of Normal Population
Growth

2.9%

Magnitude of Effect Negligible

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.10.5.8 Based on the assessments of sensitivity and magnitude, the effect of the construction of the
Proposed Development on Residential Amenities and Community Facilities was assessed as
Temporary and Not Significant.
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Table 21.6362: Construction: Significance of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities 
Impacts  

 Local Area 

Sensitivity of Receptor Low 

Magnitude of Impact Negligible 

Significance Not Significant  

PROPOSED MITIGATION  

 

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT 

 

Operational and Maintenance Phase 

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT 

 

 

 

 

Table 21.6463 Operation: Magnitude of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities Impacts  

 Local Area  

Peak Population Increase 130 

Average Annual Population Increase (2016-
2036) 

2,7142,746 
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Table 21.6362: Construction: Significance of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities
Impacts

Local Area

Sensitivity of Receptor Low

Magnitude of Impact Negligible

Significance Not Significant

PROPOSED MITIGATION

21.10.5.9The significance of effect from impacts on residential amenities and community facilities is Not
Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already identified in Table
21,3430Table 21.3430 are considered necessary.

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT

21.10.5.10 The significance of effect from impacts on residential amenities and community facilities is
Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already identified in Table
21.3430Table 21.3430 are considered necessary. Therefore, no significant adverse residual
effects have been predicted in respect of an increase in employment.

Operational and Maintenance Phase

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT

21.10.5.11 The potential change in demographics as a result of operational and maintenance phase
of the Proposed Development is linked to the number of jobs that are supported.

21.10.5.12 The distribution of economic activity during the operation of the Proposed Development is
determined by the location of the directly contracted and supply chain companies. Changes to
the use of and demand for residential amenities and community facilities will be the result of new
people moving to the area to work on these projects.

21.10.5.13 As shown in Table 21.6463 Table 21.6463, it is expected that the population of the Local
Area will grow on average by 2,7142,746 each year between 20162022 and 20342040. Each
yaryear of operation, it is expected that the Proposed Development will support 130 jobs. This is
equivalent to 4734.7% of the projected annual population growth for the Local Area.

21.10.5.14 In line with the approach to determining the magnitude of residential amenities and
community facilities impacts outlined in Table 21.2928Table 21.2928, the magnitude of this
impact has been assessed as Negligible.

Table 21.6463 Operation: Magnitude of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities Impacts

Local Area

Peak Population Increase 130

Average Annual Population Increase (2016-
2036)

2 7442,746
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Peak Population as % of Normal Population 
Growth 

4.84.7% 

Magnitude of Effect Negligible 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 

 

Table 21.6564: Operation: Significance of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities Impacts  

 Local Area 

Sensitivity of Receptor Low 

Magnitude of Impact Negligible 

Significance Not Significant  

PROPOSED MITIGATION  

 

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT 

 

Decommissioning Phase 
 

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT 
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Peak Population as % of Normal Population
Growth

4 84.7%

Magnitude of Effect Negligible

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.10.5.15 Based on the assessments of sensitivity and magnitude, the effect of the operation of the
Proposed Development on Residential Amenities and Community Facilities was assessed as
Permanent and Not Significant.

Table 21.6564: Operation: Significance of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities Impacts

Local Area

Sensitivity of Receptor Low

Magnitude of Impact Negligible

Significance Not Significant

PROPOSED MITIGATION

21.10.5.16 The significance of effect from impacts on residential amenities and community facilities is
Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already identified in Table
21.3430Table 21.34-30 are considered necessary.

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT

21.10.5.17 The significance of effect from impacts on residential amenities and community facilities is
Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already identified in Table
21.3430Table 21.3430 are considered necessary. Therefore, no significant adverse residual
effects have been predicted in respect of an increase in employment.

Decommissioning Phase
21.10.5.18 This assessment considers the potential impact on residential amenities and community

assets as a result of a change in demand for assets such as leisure centres, health care centres
and schools.

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT

21.10.5.19 The average population of the Local Area is projected to grow by 2,7142,746 per year
between 20162022 and 20312040. Population projections in later years are not available, so it
has been assumed that this growth will continue and form the basis of the assessment for the
decommissioning phase of the Proposed Development, expected to take place in the 2060s. The
peak employment that will be supported in the Local Area during the decommissioning of the
Proposed Development is estimated to be 20 jobs. This is equivalent to 0.7% of the projected
annual population growth for the Local Area.

21.10.5.20 The Developer is also considering a potential community benefit fund, which may include
support for residential amenities and community facilities.
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Table 21.6665: Decommissioning: Magnitude of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities 
Impacts  

 Local Area 

Peak Population Increase 20 

Average Annual Population Increase (2016-
2036) 

2,7142,746 

Peak Population as % of Normal Population 
Growth 

0.7% 

Magnitude of Effect Negligible 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 

 

Table 21.6766: Decommissioning: Significance of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities 
Impacts  

 Local Area 

Sensitivity of Receptor Low 

Magnitude of Impact Negligible 

Significance Not Significant  

PROPOSED MITIGATION 

 

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT 

 

GOBe
APEMGroup

z lsse
Renewables

21.10.5.21 In line with the approach to determining the magnitude of residential amenities and
community facilities impacts outlined in Table 21.2928Table 21.2928, the magnitude of this
impact has been assessed as Negligible.

Table 21.6S65: Decommissioning: Magnitude of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities
Impacts

Local Area

Peak Population Increase 20

Average Annual Population Increase (2016-
2036)

2 7442,746

Peak Population as % of Normal Population
Growth

0.7%

Magnitude of Effect Negligible

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.10.5.22 Based on the assessments of sensitivity and magnitude, the effect of the construction of
the Proposed Development on Residential Amenities and Community Facilities was assessed as
Temporary and Not Significant.

Table 21.6766: Decommissioning: Significance of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities
Impacts

Local Area

Sensitivity of Receptor Low

Magnitude of Impact Negligible

Significance Not Significant

PROPOSED MITIGATION

21.10.5.23 The significance of effect from impacts on residential amenities and community facilities is
Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already identified in Table
21.3430Table 21.94-30 are considered necessary.

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT

21.10.5.24 The significance of effect from impacts on residential amenities and community facilities is
Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already identified in Error!
Unknown switch argument.Table 21.3130 are considered necessary. Therefore, no significant
adverse residual effects have been predicted in respect of an increase in employment.
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Total Jobs  60 100 

Induced Jobs 10 20 

Total Jobs Including Induced 70 120 

 

Table 21.8786: O&M Magnitude of Employment Impact. Source: BiGGAR Economics Analysis. 
Totals may not sum due to rounding .   

 Local Area Ireland 

Jobs Impact 60 100 

Current2023 total Jobs in Study 
Area 

79,15693,460 2,162,3602,345,457 

Peak Jobs as % Current2023 Jobs 0.1% <0.1% 

Magnitude of Effect Negligible Negligible 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 

 

Table 21.8887: O&M: Significance of Employment Impact  

 Local Area Ireland 

Sensitivity of Receptor Medium Low 

Magnitude of Impact Negligible Negligible 

Significance Not Significant  Not Significant  

PROPOSED MITIGATION  

 

GOBe
APEMGroup

z lsse
Renewables

Total Jobs 60 100

Induced Jobs 10 20

Total Jobs Including Induced 70 120

21.11.2.20 In line with the approach described in Table 21.2625Table 21.2625, the magnitude of the
effect on the economy of the Local Area is considered to be Negligible, because it is equivalent
to less than 0.5% of the total employment in this area. Similarly, for the economy of Ireland, the
effect is considered to be Negligible as it is equivalent to less than 0.5% of the total number of
jobs in this economy.

Table 21.8786: O&M Magnitude of Employment Impact. Source: BIGGAR Economics Analysis.
Totals may not sum due to roundingr

Local Area Ireland

Jobs Impact 60 100

Current2023 total Jobs in Study 79,15693,460 2,162,3602,345,457
Area

Peak Jobs as % Current2023 Jobs 0.1% <0.1%

Magnitude of Effect Negligible Negligible

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.11.2.21 Based on the assessments of sensitivity and magnitude, the effect of the O&M phase of
the Proposed Development on the economy of the Local Area was assessed as Permanent and
Not Significant and its effect on the economy of Ireland was assessed as Permanent and Not
Significant.

Table 21.8S87: O&M: Significance of Employment Impact

Local Area Ireland

Sensitivity of Receptor Medium Low

Magnitude of Impact Negligible Negligible

Significance Not Significant Not Significant

PROPOSED MITIGATION

21.11.2.22 Since construction spending is expected to result in a beneficial impact on employment,
no mitigation measures are envisaged.

Volume II, Chapter 21, Population and Human Health (Revised March 2026) 101







  

 

Volume II, Chapter 21, Population and Human Health (Revised March 2026) 104 

SENSITIVITY OF RECEPTOR 

 

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 

 

Table 21.9089: Construction: Significance of Tourism Economy Impacts  

 Local Area 

Sensitivity of Receptor Medium 

Magnitude of Impact Negligible 

Significance Not Significant  

PROPOSED MITIGATION  

 

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT 

 

Operational and Maintenance Phase 
 

 

 

GOBe
APEMGroup

z lsse
Renewables

analysed areas did experience reductions in tourism employment during this period, all returned
to and exceeded pre-construction levels of tourism employment in the long-term, suggesting that
short-term reductions were unrelated to the development of the wind farms.

SENSITIVITY OF RECEPTOR

21.11.3.621.11.3.5 The sensitivity of the tourism economy of the Local Area to environmental affects has
been assessed as Medium.

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT

21.11.3.721.11.3.6 No significant environmental impacts have been identified during the construction
phase that could impact the performance of the tourism economy. Therefore, the magnitude of
any impact on the tourism economy has been assessed as Negligible.

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.11.3.821.11.3.7Based on the assessment of both magnitude and sensitivity, the effect of the Proposed
Development’s construction on the tourism economy was assessed as Not Significant for the
Local Area.

Table 21.9089: Construction: Significance of Tourism Economy Impacts

Local Area

Sensitivity of Receptor Medium

Magnitude of Impact Negligible

Significance Not Significant

PROPOSED MITIGATION

21.11.3.921.11.3.8 As the impact of construction of the Proposed Development on the tourism economy
of the Local Area has been assessed as Not Significant, no mitigation measures are envisaged.

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT

21.11.3.10 21.11.3.9 The significance of the impact of the construction phase on the tourism economy
of the Local Area has been assessed as Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional
mitigation to that already identified in Error! Unknown switch argument.Table 21.3130 are
considered necessary. Therefore, no significant adverse residual effects have been predicted in
respect of impacts on the tourism economy.

Operational and Maintenance Phase
21.11.3.11 21.11.3.10The changes in the surrounding environment brought about by the construction

of the Proposed Development could at least in theory have an impact on the tourism economy of
the Local Area.

21.11.3.12 21.11.3.11 The existence of changes in the surrounding environment, however, in and of
themselves do not mean that changes to the tourism economy will occur. For there to be an
impact on the tourism economy, each of the following conditions should be met:

21.11.3.13 21.11.3.12The offshore windfarmwind farm construction has some impact(s) on the area;
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 Airborne 
Noise 

Shipping 
and 
Navigation 

SLVIA Infrastructu
re and 
Other 
Users 

Cultural 
Heritage 
Visual 
Impact 

Beyond the Trees, Avondale X  X X X X  

Mount Usher Gardens X  X X X X  

Dunbrody Abbey and Visitor 
Centre 

X  X X X X  

Wexford Lavender Farm X  X X X X  

Blackwater Open Farm X  X X X X  

Duncannon Forst Visitor Centre X  X X X X  

SENSITIVITY OF RECEPTOR 

 

Table 21.9493: Tourism Asset Sensitivities  

Tourism Asset Sensitivity 

Johnstown Castle Estate, Museum & Gardens  Negligible 

The JFK Memorial Park and Arboretum Negligible 

Hook Lighthouse Low 

Wells House & Gardens  Negligible 

Irish National Heritage Park  Negligible 

Kia Ora Mini Farm  Negligible 

Tintern Abbey Negligible 

Colclough Walled Garden Negligible 

Dunbrody Famine Ship Negligible 

Kilmokea Gardens  Negligible 

GOBe
APEMGroup

z lsse
Renewables

Airborne
Noise

Shipping
and
Navigation

SLVIA Infrastructu
re and
Other
Users

Cultural
Heritage
Visual
Impact

Beyond the Trees, Avondale X X X X X

Mount Usher Gardens X X X X X

Dunbrody Abbey and Visitor
Centre

X X X X X

Wexford Lavender Farm X X X X X

Blackwater Open Farm X X X X X

Duncannon Forst Visitor Centre X X X X X

SENSITIVITY OF RECEPTOR

21.11,4.3The majority of tourism assets identified in the Local Area are not located on the coast and do not
rely on the seascape to attract visitors. The two attractions located on the coast are the National
Sea Life Centre, for which exhibits are indoors and the main motivation to visit is an interest in
wildlife. The main motivation to visit Hook Lighthouse is an interest in history, though the attraction
markets its sea view.

Table 21.8493: Tourism Asset Sensitivities

Tourism Asset Sensitivity

Johnstown Castle Estate, Museum & Gardens Negligible

The JFK Memorial Park and Arboretum Negligible

Hook Lighthouse Low

Wells House & Gardens Negligible

Irish National Heritage Park Negligible

Kia Ora Mini Farm Negligible

Tintern Abbey Negligible

Colclough Walled Garden Negligible

Dunbrody Famine Ship Negligible

Kilmokea Gardens Negligible
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Tourism Asset Sensitivity 

Wexford Lavender Farm Negligible 

Blackwater Open Farm Negligible 

Duncannon Forst Visitor Centre Negligible 

Construction Phase 

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 

 

Table 21.9594: Significance of Tourism and Recreation Asset Impacts  

 Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance 

Johnstown Castle 
Estate, Museum & 
Gardens  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

The JFK Memorial 
Park and Arboretum 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Hook Lighthouse Low Negligible Not Significant  

Wells House & 
Gardens  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Irish National Heritage 
Park  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Kia Ora Mini Farm  Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Tintern Abbey Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Colclough Walled 
Garden 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Dunbrody Famine Ship Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Kilmokea Gardens  Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Kennedy Homestead  Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

GOBe
APEMGroup

z lsse
Renewables

Tourism Asset Sensitivity

Wexford Lavender Farm Negligible

Blackwater Open Farm Negligible

Duncannon Forst Visitor Centre Negligible

Construction Phase

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT

21.11.4.4NO significant environmental impacts have been identified during the construction phase that
could impact the performance of tourism assets. Therefore, the magnitude of any impact the
tourism assets has been assessed as Negligible.

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.11.4.5 Based on the assessment of both magnitude and sensitivity, the effect of the Proposed
Development’s construction on tourism and recreation assets has been assessed below.

Table 21.9594: Significance of Tourism and Recreation Asset Impacts

Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance J

Johnstown Castle
Estate, Museum &
Gardens

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

The JFK Memorial
Park and Arboretum

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Hook Lighthouse Low Negligible Not Significant

Wells House &
Gardens

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Irish National Heritage
Park

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Kia Ora Mini Farm Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Tintern Abbey Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Colclough Walled
Garden

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Dunbrody Famine Ship Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Kilmokea Gardens Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Kennedy Homestead Negligible Negligible Imperceptible
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 Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance 

Dunbrody Abbey and 
Visitor Centre 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Wexford Lavender 
Farm 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Blackwater Open Farm Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Duncannon Forst 
Visitor Centre 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

 

PROPOSED MITIGATION  

 

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT 

 

Operational and Maintenance Phase 

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 

 

Table 21.9695: Significance of Tourism and Recreation Asset Impacts  

 Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance 

Johnstown Castle 
Estate, Museum & 
Gardens  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

The JFK Memorial 
Park and Arboretum 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Hook Lighthouse Low Negligible Not Significant  

GOBe
APEMGroup
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Renewables

Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance ;

Dunbrody Abbey and
Visitor Centre

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Wexford Lavender
Farm

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Blackwater Open Farm Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Duncannon Forst
Visitor Centre

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

PROPOSED MITIGATION

21.11.4.6As the impact of the construction of the Proposed Development on tourism assets of the Local
Area has been assessed as Not Significant, no mitigation measures are envisaged.

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT

21.11.4.7The significance of the impact of the construction phase on tourism assets of the Local Area has
been assessed as Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already
identified in Error! Unknown switch argument.Table 21.3130 are considered necessary.
Therefore, no significant adverse residual effects have been predicted in respect of impacts on
tourism assets.

Operational and Maintenance Phase

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT

21.11.4.8 No significant environmental impacts have been identified during the operational and
maintenance phase that could impact the performance of tourism assets. Therefore, the
magnitude of any impact the tourism assets has been assessed as Negligible.

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.11.4.9 Based on the assessment of both magnitude and sensitivity, the effect of the Proposed
Development’s operational and maintenance phase on tourism and recreation assets has been
assessed below.

Table 21.8695: Significance of Tourism and Recreation Asset Impacts

Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance ;

Johnstown Castle
Estate, Museum &
Gardens

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

The JFK Memorial
Park and Arboretum

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Hook Lighthouse Low Negligible Not Significant
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 Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance 

Brittas Bay Beach Low Negligible Not Significant  

Clogga Beach Low Negligible Not Significant  

Newcastle Beach Low Negligible Not Significant  

Ballymoney Beach Low Negligible Not Significant  

Courtown Harbour 
Beach 

Low Negligible Not Significant  

Curracloe Beach Low Negligible Not Significant  

Beyond the Trees, 
Avondale 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Mount Usher Gardens Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Dunbrody Abbey and 
Visitor Centre 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Wexford Lavender 
Farm 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Blackwater Open Farm Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Duncannon Forst 
Visitor Centre 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

 

PROPOSED MITIGATION  

 

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT 

 

Decommissioning Phase 

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT 

 

GOBe
APEMGroup

z lsse
Renewables

Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance ;

Brittas Bay Beach Low Negligible Not Significant

Clogga Beach Low Negligible Not Significant

Newcastle Beach Low Negligible Not Significant

Ballymoney Beach Low Negligible Not Significant

Courtown Harbour
Beach

Low Negligible Not Significant

Curracloe Beach Low Negligible Not Significant

Beyond the Trees,
Avondale

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Mount Usher Gardens Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Dunbrody Abbey and
Visitor Centre

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Wexford Lavender
Farm

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Blackwater Open Farm Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Duncannon Forst
Visitor Centre

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

PROPOSED MITIGATION

21.11.4.10 As the impact of the operational and maintenance phase of the Proposed Development on
tourism assets of the Local Area has been assessed as Not Significant, no mitigation measures
are envisaged.

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT

21.11.4.11 The significance of the impact of the operational and maintenance phase on tourism assets
of the Local Area has been assessed as Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional
mitigation to that already identified in Error! Unknown switch argument.Table 21.3130 are
considered necessary. Therefore, no significant adverse residual effects have been predicted in
respect of impacts on tourism assets.

Decommissioning Phase

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT

21.11.4.12 No significant environmental impacts have been identified during the decommissioning
phase that could impact the performance of tourism assets. Therefore, the magnitude of any
impact the tourism assets has been assessed as Negligible.
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SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 

 

Table 21.9796: Significance of Tourism and Recreation Asset Impacts  

 Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance 

Johnstown Castle 
Estate, Museum & 
Gardens  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

The JFK Memorial 
Park and Arboretum 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Hook Lighthouse Low Negligible Not Significant  

Wells House & 
Gardens  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Irish National Heritage 
Park  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Kia Ora Mini Farm  Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Tintern Abbey Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Colclough Walled 
Garden 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Dunbrody Famine Ship Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Kilmokea Gardens  Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Kennedy Homestead  Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Ferns Castle Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Enniscorthy Castle Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Powerscourt Estate, 
Gardens & Waterfall  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Glendalough 
Monument & Site 

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Russborough House & 
Parklands  

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  

Kilmacurragh Gardens Negligible Negligible Imperceptible  
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SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.11.4.13 Based on the assessment of both magnitude and sensitivity, the effect of the Proposed
Development’s decommissioning phase on tourism and recreation assets has been assessed
below.

Table 21.9Z96: Significance of Tourism and Recreation Asset Impacts

Sensitivity of Receptor Magnitude of Impact Significance

Johnstown Castle
Estate, Museum &
Gardens

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

The JFK Memorial
Park and Arboretum

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Hook Lighthouse Low Negligible Not Significant

Wells House &
Gardens

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Irish National Heritage
Park

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Kia Ora Mini Farm Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Tintern Abbey Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Colclough Walled
Garden

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Dunbrody Famine Ship Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Kilmokea Gardens Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Kennedy Homestead Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Ferns Castle Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Enniscorthy Castle Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Powerscourt Estate,
Gardens & Waterfall

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Glendalough
Monument & Site

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Russborough House &
Parklands

Negligible Negligible Imperceptible

Kilmacurragh Gardens Negligible Negligible Imperceptible
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Average Annual Population Increase (2016-
20362022-2040) 

2,7142,746 

Peak Population as % of Normal Population 
Growth 

2.9% 

Magnitude of Effect Negligible 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 

 

Table 21.9998: Construction: Significance of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities 
Impacts  

 Local Area 

Sensitivity of Receptor Low 

Magnitude of Impact Negligible 

Significance Not Significant  

PROPOSED MITIGATION  

 

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT 

 

Operational and Maintenance Phase 

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT 
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Average Annual Population Increase (2016-
20362022-2040)

2 7442,746

Peak Population as % of Normal Population
Growth

2.9%

Magnitude of Effect Negligible

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.11.5.8 Based on the assessments of sensitivity and magnitude, the effect of the construction of the
Proposed Development on Residential Amenities and Community Facilities was assessed as
Temporary and Not Significant.

Table 21.8998: Construction: Significance of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities
Impacts

Local Area

Sensitivity of Receptor Low

Magnitude of Impact Negligible

Significance Not Significant

PROPOSED MITIGATION

21.11.5.9The significance of effect from impacts on residential amenities and community facilities is Not
Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already identified in Table
21.3430Table 21.34-30 are considered necessary.

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT

21.11.5.10 The significance of effect from impacts on residential amenities and community facilities is
Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already identified in Table
21.3430Table 21.3430 are considered necessary. Therefore, no significant adverse residual
effects have been predicted in respect of an increase in employment.

Operational and Maintenance Phase

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT

21.11.5.11 The potential change in demographics as a result of construction of the Proposed
Development is linked to the number of jobs that are supported.

21.11.5.12 The distribution of economic activity during the operation of the Proposed Development is
determined by the location of the directly contracted and supply chain companies. Changes to
the use of and demand for residential amenities and community facilities will be the result of new
people moving to the area to work on these projects.

21.11.5.13 It is expected that the population of the Local Area will grow on average by 2,7142,746
each year between 20162022 and 20312040. Each yaryear of operation, it is expected that the
Proposed Development will support 130 jobs. This is equivalent to 4784.7% of the projected
annual population growth for the Local Area.
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Table 21.10099: Operation: Magnitude of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities Impacts  

 Local Area 

Peak Population Increase 130 

Average Annual Population Increase (2016-
2036) 

2,7142,746 

Peak Population as % of Normal Population 
Growth 

4.84.7% 

Magnitude of Effect Negligible 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 

 

Table 21.101100: Operation: Significance of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities 
Impacts  

 Local Area 

Sensitivity of Receptor Low 

Magnitude of Impact Negligible 

Significance Not Significant  

PROPOSED MITIGATION  

 

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT 
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21.11.5.14 The Developer is also considering a potential community benefit fund, which may include
support for residential amenities and community facilities.

21.11.5.15 In line with the approach to determining the magnitude of residential amenities and
community facilities impacts outlined in Table 21.2928Table 21.2028, the magnitude of this
impact has been assessed as Negligible.

Table 21.40099: Operation: Magnitude of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities Impacts

Local Area

Peak Population Increase 130

Average Annual Population Increase (2016-
2036)

2 7442,746

Peak Population as % of Normal Population
Growth

4 4.7%

Magnitude of Effect Negligible

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.11.5.16 Based on the assessments of sensitivity and magnitude, the effect of the operation of the
Proposed Development on Residential Amenities and Community Facilities was assessed as
Permanent and Not Significant.

Table 21.404-100: Operation: Significance of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities
Impacts

Local Area

Sensitivity of Receptor Low

Magnitude of Impact Negligible

Significance Not Significant

PROPOSED MITIGATION

21.11.5.17 The significance of effect from impacts on residential amenities and community facilities is
Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already identified in Table
21.3430Table 21.3430 are considered necessary.

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT

21.11.5.18 The significance of effect from impacts on residential amenities and community facilities is
Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already identified in Error!
Unknown switch argument.Table 21.3130 are considered necessary. Therefore, no significant
adverse residual effects have been predicted in respect of an increase in employment.
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Decommissioning Phase 
 

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT 

 

 

 

Table 21.102101: Decommissioning: Magnitude of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities 
Impacts  

 Local Area 

Peak Population Increase 20 

Average Annual Population Increase (2016-
2036) 

2,7142,746 

Peak Population as % of Normal Population 
Growth 

0.7% 

Magnitude of Effect Negligible 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 

 

Table 21.103102: Construction: Significance of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities 
Impacts  

 Local Area 

Sensitivity of Receptor Low 

Magnitude of Impact Negligible 

Significance Not Significant  

GOBe
APEMGroup
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Decommissioning Phase
21.11.5.19 This assessment considers the potential impact on residential amenities and community

assets as a result of a change in demand for assets such as leisure centres, health care centres
and schools.

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT

21.11.5.20 The average population of the Local Area is projected to grow by 2,7142,746 per year
between 20162022 and 20312040. Population projections in later years are not available, so it
has been assumed that this growth will continue and form the basis of the assessment for the
decommissioning phase of the Proposed Development, expected to take place in the 2060s. The
peak employment that will be supported in the Local Area during the decommissioning of the
Proposed Development is estimated to be 20 jobs. This is equivalent to 0.7% of the projected
annual population growth for the Local Area.

21.11.5.21 The Developer is also considering a potential community benefit fund, which may include
support for residential amenities and community facilities.

21.11.5.22 In line with the approach to determining the magnitude of residential amenities and
community facilities impacts outlined in Table 21.2928Table 21.2928, the magnitude of this
impact has been assessed as Negligible.

Table 21.492101: Decommissioning: Magnitude of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities
Impacts

Local Area

Peak Population Increase 20

Average Annual Population Increase (2016-
2036)

2 7442,746

Peak Population as % of Normal Population
Growth

0.7%

Magnitude of Effect Negligible

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT

21.11.5.23 Based on the assessments of sensitivity and magnitude, the effect of the construction of
the Proposed Development on Residential Amenities and Community Facilities was assessed as
Temporary and Not Significant.

Table 21.493102: Construction: Significance of Residential Amenities and Community Facilities
Impacts

Local Area

Sensitivity of Receptor Low

Magnitude of Impact Negligible

Significance Not Significant
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PROPOSED MITIGATION

21.11.5.24 The significance of effect from impacts on residential amenities and community facilities is
Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already identified in Table
21,3430Table 21.3430 are considered necessary.

RESIDUAL EFFECT ASSESSMENT

21.11.5.25 The significance of effect from impacts on residential amenities and community facilities is
Not Significant in EIA terms. Therefore, no additional mitigation to that already identified in Table
21.3430Table 21.3430 are considered necessary. Therefore, no significant adverse residual
effects have been predicted in respect of an increase in employment.

21.12 Cumulative impacts assessment methodology

21.12.1 Methodology
21.12.1.1 The Cumulative Impact Assessment (CIA) takes into account the impact associated with the

Proposed Development together with other projects and plans. The projects and plans selected
as relevant to the CIA presented within this chapter are based upon the results of a screening
exercise (see Volume III, Appendix 3.2: CIA Screening (Revised March 2026)). Each project has
been considered on a case-by-case basis for screening in or out of this chapter's assessment
based upon data confidence, effect-receptor pathways and the spatial/temporal scales involved.

21.12.1.2Atiered approach is adopted to provide an assessment of the Proposed Development as a whole.
The tiering methodology is provided in Volume III, Appendix 3.2: CIA Screening (Revised March
2026).

21.12.1.3The specific projects scoped into this cumulative impact assessment, and the tiers into which they
have been allocated are presented in Table 21.404103Table 21.404103.

21.12.1.4Due to the commitments made by the Developer in respect of the Foreshore Licence FS007339
and Foreshore Licence Application FS007555 (Table 21.3430Table 21.3430), FS007339 and
FS007555 have been screened out of the cumulative impact assessment.

Volume II, Chapter 21, Population and Human Health (Revised March 2026) 122



















































































  

 

Volume II, Chapter 21, Population and Human Health (Revised March 2026) 163 

 

 

 

GOBe
APEMGroup

z lsse
Renewables

21.12.1.5Error! Unknown switch argument.Table 21.105104 presents the potential impacts,
development phase, and the list of projects I plans with which the two Project Design Options
have been cumulatively assessed.

21.12.1.6The Developer submitted a Foreshore Licence Application for Site Surveys (associated with the
Proposed Development) to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage in April 2023
(FS007555) and this application is pending determination. The Developer confirms and commits
that they will not conduct any activities the subject of the Foreshore Licence Application for Site
Surveys (should a licence be granted) at the same time as any development is being carried out
under this permission (if granted). As such there is no temporal overlap between the activities
proposed in the Foreshore Licence Application and the Proposed Development. For this reason,
FS007555 is not included within the cumulative assessment of this EIAR.
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21.13.2.6The cumulative effect of the developments outlined in Table 21.4Q4103Table 21.404103 will be
a significant driver of demand for services and goods to support the offshore wind energy sector,
with the potential to create demand for supporting activities in both the Local Area and Ireland as
a whole. This would include demand for port services, vessels, manufacturing facilities and skills.
This demand will drive the investment required in the sector, in port facilities, manufacturing
facilities and skills development. Wind Energy Ireland (WEI) (2020) estimates that that the
potential investment associated with the aim of 3.1GW of offshore wind in Ireland would represent
a total lifetime investment of €15.9 billion, with the potential to add another €8.4 billion of
commercial opportunity for the Irish Supply Chain as the country’s ability to support the sector
increases. Without the cumulative developments, there would be reduced chance of supply chain
development in the Local Area and Ireland.

21.13.2.7The cumulative impact of Tier 1 and Tier 2 developments is therefore to enable the supply chain
to generate beneficial impacts which are greater than those of the Proposed Development alone.
Therefore, when assessed cumulatively with the Tier 1 and Tier 2 projects outlined in Error!
Unknown switch argument.Table 21.104103, the impact of the magnitude is considered to be
High and Positive in the long-term in both the Local Area and Ireland.

TIER 17 + TIER 2 AND+ TIER 3

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT

21.13.2.8The Proposed Development alone was predicted to have a Not Significant impact based on both
project design options due to an increase in GVA. The magnitude of the impact is considered to
be Negligible for both project design options as the potential increase in GVA is equivalent to less
than 1.5% of the current GVA of these economies.

21.13.2.9The cumulative effect of the developments outlined in Table 21.4041O3Table 21.404103 will be
a significant driver of demand for services and goods to support the offshore wind energy sector,
with the potential to create demand for supporting activities in both the Local Area and Ireland as
a whole. This would include demand for port services, vessels, manufacturing facilities and skills.
This demand will drive the investment required in the sector, in port facilities, manufacturing
facilities and skills development. Wind Energy Ireland (WEI) (2020) estimates that that the
potential investment associated with the aim of 3.1GW of offshore wind in Ireland would represent
a total lifetime investment of €15.9 billion, with the potential to add another €8.4 billion of
commercial opportunity for the Irish Supply Chain as the country’s ability to support the sector
increases. Without the cumulative developments, there would be reduced chance of supply chain
development in the Local Area and Ireland.

21.13.2.10 The cumulative impact of Tier 1, Tier 2 and Tier 3 developments is therefore to enable the
supply chain to generate beneficial impacts which are greater than those of the Proposed
Development alone. Therefore, when assessed cumulatively with the Tier 1, Tier 2 and Tier 3
projects outlined in Error! Unknown switch argument.Table 21.104103, the impact of the
magnitude is considered to be High and Positive in the long-term in both the Local Area and
Ireland.

TIER 1, TIER 2, TIER 3 AND PHASE 1

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT

21.13.2.11 The Proposed Development alone was predicted to have a Not Significant impact based on
both project design options due to an increase in GVA. The magnitude of the impact is considered
to be Negligible for both project design options as the potential increase in GVA is equivalent to
less than 1.5% of the current GVA of these economies.
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