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1 OFFSHORE ORNITHOLOGY TECHNICAL REPORT: SEABIRD SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION 
MAPS  

1.1 Introduction 

1. This Technical Report provides updated seabird spatial distribution maps for species recorded in the 

Array Area and the Array Area 2 km and 4 km buffers. Data were collected during the digital aerial surveys 

between March 2018 and April 2020, August 2023 and June 2024 and February to July 2025 (43 surveys 

in total). The tabulated density and abundance data for each species are presented in Volume III, 

Appendix 12.2: Offshore Ornithology Technical Report – Monthly Seabird Density and Volume III, 

Appendix 12.3: Offshore Ornithology Technical Report – Monthly Seabird Abundance, respectively.  

1.2 Seabird Spatial Distribution Maps 

2. All seabird spatial distribution maps provided in the original EIAR have been superseded by the figures in 

this Appendix and listed in Table 1.1. Seabird spatial distributions are provided in Figure 12.8.1 to Figure 

12.8.23 below (Table 1.1). For species recorded in low numbers (fewer than 25 birds) these figures plot 

all the observations recorded for the family group (e.g. cormorants and shags) onto one figure, while 

more commonly recorded species are plotted one species per map.  

3. For fully identified species, observations are displayed by season (using the definitions in Furness 20151, 

see Volume III, Appendix 12.1: Offshore Ornithology Technical Report – Overview), while for high-level 

species groups (e.g. ‘auks’, ‘divers’ and ‘small gulls’), observations are not displayed by season.  

Table  1 . 1 :  Key  to  Figu re  nu mbe ring.   

Species Figure Number 

Arctic skua   Figure 12.8.1 

Arctic tern and Arctic / common tern  Figure 12.8.2 

Auk species  Figure 12.8.3 

Black headed gull  Figure 12.8.4 

Common gull Figure 12.8.5 

Common scoter Figure 12.8.6 

Common tern and Arctic / common tern Figure 12.8.7 

Cormorant and shag and cormorant / shag Figure 12.8.8 

Fulmar Figure 12.8.9 

Gannet Figure 12.8.10 

Great black-backed gull Figure 12.8.11 

Great northern diver and diver species Figure 12.8.12 

Guillemot Figure 12.8.13 

Herring gull Figure 12.8.14 

Kittiwake Figure 12.8.15 

Lesser black-backed gull Figure 12.8.16 

 
1 Furness, R.W. (2015) Non-breeding season populations of seabirds in UK waters: Population sizes for Biologically 
Defined Minimum Population Scales (BDMPS). Natural England Commissioned Report Number 164. 389. 
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2. All seabird spatial distribution maps provided in the original EIAR have been superseded by the figures in
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more commonly recorded species are plotted one species per map.

3. For fully identified species, observations are displayed by season (using the definitions in Furness 20151,
see Volume III, Appendix 12.1: Offshore Ornithology Technical Report - Overview), while for high-level
species groups (e.g. 'auks', 'divers' and 'small gulls'), observations are not displayed by season.
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Species Figure Number 

Little gull Figure 12.8.17 

Manx shearwater Figure 12.8.18 

Puffin Figure 12.8.19 

Razorbill Figure 12.8.20 

Red-throated diver and diver species Figure 12.8.21 

Sandwich tern and little tern Figure 12.8.22 

Small gull species Figure 12.8.23 
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