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8 The NiMa team have extensive experience in leading every stage for the commercial fisheries 
elements of consent applications for nationally significant offshore wind farm projects in the UK. This 
includes projects in the North Sea (Neart na Gaoithe, Hornsea One, Two, Three and Four; Dudgeon 
and Sheringham Shoal Extension Projects), the English Channel (Rampion 2) and the Irish Sea (Awel 
y Môr Offshore Wind Farm). Since 2010, NiMa staff member Fiona has been engaged on Hornsea 
projects on the east coast of England, where our expertise was brought to every stage of the 
consenting process involving scoping, fisheries liaison plan production, UK and European wide fishing 
industry consultation, Environmental Statement chapter and technical appendix preparation, 
development of Statements of Common Ground and acting as expert witness during examination 
process. NiMa are also engaged in providing equivalent services to a number of other newly identified 
and extension offshore wind farm projects in UK and Irish waters.  

9 In Irish waters, the NiMa team are currently providing commercial fisheries expertise to Dublin Array 
Offshore Wind Farm Project (RWE and Saorgus Energy) and North Irish Sea Array (NISA Ltd), as 
well as the Proposed Development. 

10 NiMa also supports developers in meeting post-consent compliance requirements; for example, for 
the Neart na Gaoithe Offshore Wind Farm in Scottish territorial waters we prepared a fisheries 
mitigation and management plan, inputted to commercial negotiations with fishermen, and are 
undertaking an ongoing programme of commercial fisheries monitoring. Our work requires sound 
understanding of fish and shellfish ecology, the status of commercial stocks and patterns of fishing 
activity. 

8 The NiMa team have extensive experience in leading every stage for the commercial fisheries
elements of consent applications for nationally significant offshore wind farm projects in the UK. This
includes projects in the North Sea (Neart na Gaoithe, Hornsea One, Two, Three and Four; Dudgeon
and Sheringham Shoal Extension Projects), the English Channel (Rampion 2) and the Irish Sea (Awel
y Mor Offshore Wind Farm). Since 2010, NiMa staff member Fiona has been engaged on Hornsea
projects on the east coast of England, where our expertise was brought to every stage of the
consenting process involving scoping, fisheries liaison plan production, UK and European wide fishing
industry consultation, Environmental Statement chapter and technical appendix preparation,
development of Statements of Common Ground and acting as expert witness during examination
process. NiMa are also engaged in providing equivalent services to a number of other newly identified
and extension offshore wind farm projects in UK and Irish waters.

9 In Irish waters, the NiMa team are currently providing commercial fisheries expertise to Dublin Array
Offshore Wind Farm Project (RWE and Saorgus Energy) and North Irish Sea Array (NISA Ltd), as
well as the Proposed Development.

10 NiMa also supports developers in meeting post-consent compliance requirements; for example, for
the Neart na Gaoithe Offshore Wind Farm in Scottish territorial waters we prepared a fisheries
mitigation and management plan, inputted to commercial negotiations with fishermen, and are
undertaking an ongoing programme of commercial fisheries monitoring. Our work requires sound
understanding of fish and shellfish ecology, the status of commercial stocks and patterns of fishing
activity.
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2. Methodology  
2.1 Approach  
11 This technical report has been developed following a detailed and rigorous desk-based assessment 

of data and literature, as well as marine scouting surveys that have been conducted monthly since 
2019. Publicly available data sets, data results from specific requests, and scouting survey data have 
been analysed. Landings statistics have been analysed using Excel; and Vessel Monitoring System 
(VMS) data have been evaluated using ArcMap Geographic Information System (GIS) software.  

12 This quantitative data has been supplemented with qualitative information gained through direct 
consultation with the fishing industry; and communication and discussion between the onshore 
Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) and the fishing industry. 

2.2 Study area 
13 The Proposed Development is located within the south-western portion of the International Council 

for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) Division 7a (Irish Sea) statistical area; within Irish Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) waters. The Proposed Development is located inside the 12 nautical mile (NM) 
territorial seas limit. For the purpose of recording fisheries landings, ICES Division 7a is divided into 
statistical rectangles which are consistent across all Member States operating in the Irish Sea. 

14 The Proposed Development is located within ICES rectangles 34E3 and 34E4, which represents the 
commercial fisheries study area (Figure 14.1.1); note that the Proposed Development occupies only 
a portion of these ICES rectangles.  

15 While landings statistics data analysis has focused on the commercial fisheries study area, a wider 
scale has been presented for spatial activity, including VMS and automatic identification system (AIS) 
datasets.  
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Figure 14. 1.1: Commercial fisheries study area
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3. Fishing spatial a ctivity mapping  
3.1 Fishing access  
24 Commercial fishing in Irish waters is subject to a range of controls and regulations at European, 

national and regional levels. 

25 At the European level, fishing is regulated through the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). In 
Ireland, the SFPA is the competent authority for seafood safety and fisheries protection and is 
responsible for the implementation and enforcement of national fisheries management actions 
as well as EU fisheries legislation.  

26 In general terms, within the Irish 12 NM limit, only Irish registered vessels have access to fishing. 
However, vessels from specific foreign nations are allowed access to the 6 to 12 NM zone 
dependent on historic rights relating to specific fisheries. In the vicinity of the Proposed 
Development, access to the 6 to 12 NM limit by foreign vessels is restricted to vessels from 
France (for all species except shellfish). The UK historically had access (for demersal finfish, 
pelagic finfish and shellfish species); however, due to the UK exit from the EU, additional 
authorisation is required for reciprocal access for each vessel. Specifically, the Voisinage 
Arrangements between Ireland and Northern Ireland (currently provided for by the Sea-Fisheries 
(Amendment) Act 2019) has provided reciprocal fishing access for fishing vessels owned and 
operated in Northern Ireland to fish in the Irish 0-6 NM zone (Revenue, 2020). The Arrangement 
is preserved in the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement by Article FISH.19: Relationship 
with other agreements. However, access to fish in the 0-6 NM zones requires prior authorisation. 
Northern Irish registered sea-fishing boats must meet the requirements set out in the UK 
Fisheries Acts and the EU sustainable management of external fishing fleets (SMEFF) 
Regulation (2017/2403) and seek authorisation to operate within the Irish 0-6 NM zone. 

3.2 Fishing vessel activity surveys  
27 Regular fishing vessel activity surveys of the Proposed Development, including Array Area and 

Cable Corridor and Working Area, have been undertaken since 2019 to monitor fishing activity 
and vessel movements. These surveys have been completed by Alpha Marine Limited and 
commissioned by the Developer. The objective of the surveys was to identify and record all 
activity by fishing vessels within and around the Proposed Development. In total 72 surveys have 
been undertaken from 2019 to 2025, with results presented in related to observations sited within 
the Array Area or within the Cable Corridor and Working Area.  

28 Figure 14.1.2 presents the annual number of observations recorded within the Cable Corridor 
and Working Area and the Array Area between 2019 and 2025. Across the time series, 
observations are overwhelmingly concentrated within the Cable Corridor and Working Area, with 
comparatively few records from the Array Area in any year. Cable Corridor and Working Area 
observations were relatively high in 2019, decreased markedly in 2020, then increased again in 
2021 before declining through 2022 to a minimum in 2023. A pronounced increase is evident 
thereafter, with totals rising sharply in 2024 and reaching the highest level in 2025. In contrast, 
the Array Area consistently shows very low numbers of observations (generally only a small 
handful per year), including no records in 2022 to 2023 and only isolated observations in 2024 
to2025. Overall, the data indicate that observed activity was predominantly associated with the 
Cable Corridor and Working Area throughout the monitoring period, with the strongest increase 
occurring in the most recent two years. 
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Figure 14.1.3: Static  fishing gear sightings recorded in fishing  surveys undertaken from 20 24 to 2025 (Source: Alpha Marine, 20 24-2025) 
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Figure 14.1.3: Static fishing gear sightings recorded in fishing surveys undertaken from 2024 to 2025 (Source: Alpha Marine, 2024-2025)
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Figure 14.1.4: Key Irish ports in the region (Source: Marine Institute , 2021) 
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Figure 14.1.5: Irish inshore fishing marine atlas indicating grounds targeted by potting (Source: Marine Institute, 2021)  
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Figure 14.1.10: Irish inshore fishing marine atlas indicating grounds targeted by dredges (Source: Marine Institute, 2021)  
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Figure 14.1.10: Irish inshore fishing marine atlas indicating grounds targeted by dredges (Source: Marine Institute, 2021)
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Figure 14.1.13: Irish Sea king scallop fishing grounds targeted by Irish, Northern Irish and other UK vessels (Source: ICES, 2021 ) 
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Figure 14.1.13: Irish Sea king scallop fishing grounds targeted by Irish, Northern Irish and other UK vessels (Source: ICES, 2021)
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Figure 14.1.17: AIS fishing vessel route density in 2021 (Source: EMSA, 2023 ) 
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Figure 14.1.17: AIS fishing vessel route density in 2021 (Source: EMSA, 2023)
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Figure 14.1.18: AIS fishing vessel route density in 2022 (Source: EMSA, 2023 ) 
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Figure 14.1.18: AIS fishing vessel route density in 2022 (Source: EMSA, 2023)
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Figure 14.1.19: AIS fishing vessel route density presented seasonally for 2022 (Source: EMSA, 2023 ) 
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Figure 14.1.19: AIS fishing vessel route density presented seasonally for 2022 (Source: EMSA, 2023)
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