Our Ref: 02.VS0002

An Bord Pleanila
Your Ref: 4

Des Cox

EirGrid PLC.

The Qval

160 Shelbourne Road
Balisbridge

Dublin 4

11th December 2013

Re: North - South 400kV Interconnector
Dear Sir,

In response to your request please now be advised that the following constitutes An Bord Pleandla's written
opinion on the information to be contained in the environmental impact statement to be prepared in respect of the
above-mentionedproposed development.

1. Introduction

The environmentalimpact statement for the project must contain the information specifiedin Paragraph
1 of Schedule 6 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 - 2013, and the information
specified in Paragraph 2 of Schedule 6 to the extent that this informationis relevant to the nature of the
development in question and to the environmental features likely to be affected. This shall include
details of the environmental impacts during the construction and operational phases of the development
and provide precise, clear and unambiguous mitigation measures where such are proposed, including
an indication as to who has responsibility for the implementation of such measures, and for the
monitoring of the impacts of the development.

The environmental impact statement must contain a summary, in non-technical language of the
information contained in the environmental impact statement. The summary should contain an
objective statement of the environmental effects of the development and all significant effects and
mitigation measures should be referred to therein. The description of the development to be contained
in the non-technical summary should explain the proposals clearly and unambiguouslyin terms of their
nature, scale and extent in order to allow the public to understand the EIA process and to make
submissionsin relation to the development.

Regard should be had to the guidance given for Type 20 projects outlined in the EPA document,
Advice Notes on Current Practice in the preparation of Environmental Impact Statements. The
environmental impact statement in this case should, in particular, contain information on, and address
the issues referred to below. Contributors to the EIS should be identified while any difficulties
encountered in compiling the statement should be set out.

The Board notes the previous application for a similar development under An Bord Pleanala ref,
PL02.VA0006, which was the subject of an EIS. The applicants may wish to have regard to
submissions made in relation to that application in preparing the subject EIS, insofar as they are
relevant to effects on the environment.

2. Description of Development
- A full and detailed description of the nature, scale and extent of all aspects of the development,
including development within Northern Ireland comprising part of this overall project.
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5.1

- The description shall be provided in written form as well as by the provision of full and detailed:
scaled drawings, photographs and photomontages.

- The national / regional / local purpose or need for the proposed developmentshould be identified,
in conjunction with any relevant European, national, regional or local policies and/or objectives.

- The location of all proposed development between Woodlands, Co. Meath and Lemgare, Co.
Monaghan should be clearly identified.

- The description of the construction phase should include a schedule of works, including timescales,
and a construction methodologyidentifying any special work practices or application of specialised
machinery/ equipment. This should also address decommissioningworks.

Alternatives

An outline of the alternatives considered prior to the selection of the preferred development option.
This should extend to each aspect of development, ranging from alternatives considered at national and
regional levels, to design details at a local level, and should include:

- Alternativeinterconnection/ network reinforcementoptions.

- Alternative technologies, including the use of underground cables or partial undergrounding of the
roule.

- Alternative corridor options at national, regional and local level, including the most direct route
option.

- Alternativesin terms of the design and scale of development/ structures.
- Therequirement for the inclusion of a substation(s)along the route.
- Alternative construction methodologies.

The EIS should provide a justification for the preferred route corridor, taking into account the effects
on the environment, including the criteria applied in assessing the various alternatives considered. In
this context, the likely significant effects on the environment of the various alternative options shall be
considered.

If reference is to be made to previous reports not forming part of the EIS, the findings should be
summarisedand these documents provided as an appendix to the statement.

Receiving Environment

The receiving environment shall be defined to include all areas that would be impacted directly or
indirectly by the proposed development. The information contained in the EIS should be based on
comprehensive surveys of the area providing a thorough baseline assessment of the existing
environment. The extent of baseline surveys undertaken should be identified, including the
methodologiesand practices applied.

Subject Areas

The following is not intended to be an exhaustive schedule of the informationrequired to be contained
within the EIS in accordance with the requirements of the Act. It highlights a range of issues that are
considered necessary to be addressed to allow for the comprehensive assessment of the proposed
development. The EIS should, in particular, cover the matters raised below:

Humans

- The identification of potential impacts on settlement patterns along the route, including the
identification of existing dwellings, community facilities or other public buildings such as schools,
health care facilities etc., and any extant planning permissions for such development.

- An assessment of the impact on residential amenities arising from the construction and siting of

support structuresand overhead lines.
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- The identification and assessment of likely operational impacts on residential amenity and human
health, including impacts from noise and electromagnetic fields, based on recognised international
standards. The assessment should have regard to the most recent epidemiological studies carried
out internationally.

- Assess and compare the effects of above and below ground developmentalternatives.

- An assessment of the likely impacts on the linguistic or cultural heritage of the Gaeltacht area
through which the route passes, or on the promotion of Irish as the community language.

- Any implications for, or impactson, the local, regional or national economy.

5.2 Flora and Fauna
-  Baseline data should include an ecological survey of all works sites at an appropriate time of the
year. Where ex-situ impacts are possible survey work may be required outside of the development
sites.

- Assessthe impactson flora, fauna and habitats with particularregard to:

- Natura 2000 sites and other (proposed) designated sites;

- Habitatsand species listed on Annexes I, [1 and IV of the Habitats Directive;

- Birds listed on Annex I of the Birds Directive and important habitats for birds including
nesting, feeding / wintering areas and flight corridors;

- Habitats that can be considered to be corridors or stepping stones for the purpose of article 10
of the Habitats Directive;

- Other species protected under the Wildlife Acts, Red Data Book species; and biodiversity in
general;

- The assessment should include the indirect effects of construction activity, including
construction access, as well as long-termimpactsin terms of fragmentationand severance.

= An assessment of potential impacts on the aquatic environment during construction and operation,
including impacts on water table levels or groundwater flow which may impact on wetland sites
some distance away.

- Any proposed mitigation measures should be identified in a construction management plan which
must be included as part of the EIS / NIS.

- The EIS should address the issue of invasive alien plant and animal species, and methods to ensure
they are not introduced or spread.

- An assessment of the extent and cumulative impact of hedgerow removal or linear woodland loss
along the route. Mitigation should include suitable planting of native species and timing of works
outside the nesting season.

- [dentifyany requirement for licenses or derogations arising.

53 Soil
- An assessment of potential soil erosion, particularly where it affects priority habitats, designated
conservationareas, and in the vicinity of surface waterbodies,

- Submission of a construction method statement, identifying areas of particular sensitivity which
require specific construction mitigation measures, including areas of peat.
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5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

Identificationand assessment of potential impacts on sites of geological heritage interest, including:
Altmush Stream and Galtrim Moraine.

Water

Identificationand assessment of the potential water quality impacts of excavationand construction
activities proximate to or across watercourses along the route corridor, inclusive of the effects of
nutrient release from site clearance or vegetation decomposition.

An assessment of the potential hydrogeological impacts, including potential impacts on wetlands
and drinking water sources.

Submission of a construction method statement and management plan addressing potential impacts
on water quality, including measures to protect water quality when diverting field drains or
pumping groundwater which may impact on watercourses some distance away.

Air and Climate

Air and Climate: Minor issues not requiring significant studies.

Noise: Description and assessment of the noise environment at construction and operational
phases, clearly measurableagainst the existing ambient noise environment.

Landscape

An overview of defined landscape character areas affected, having regard to the landscape
character assessments which inform the development plans for each county through which the
route passes.

Identify the area of visual influence of the development.

Assess impacts on landscape character and visual amenities, having particular regard to designated
landscapes and views of amenity value including protected views/ scenic routes and on the setting
of the main tourism assets.

Regard should be had to the impacts of the development on the character and setting of sites of
cultural and historic interest and on historic landscapes, including for example Bective Abbey,
Donaghpatrick, Teltown.

Identify historic demesne landscapes along the route and assess potential impacts thereon.

The visual impacts of the development should be demonstrated by the submission of a series of
scaled and accurate photomontagesof all elements of the proposal, to include impacts on protected
views/ scenic routes.

The potential for alternative routing or partial undergroundingin sensitive landscape areas should
be addressed.

Where separation between towers is reduced below average with resulting visual impacts, the
rationale for the route / design approach adopted should be identified.

Regard should be had to the cumulative visual and landscape impacts of the development with the
existing and proposed 110kV and 220kV network in the area and other existing and permitted
developmentsas appropriate.

Material Assets

Identify the enhancementsto existing electricity network infrastructure.

Identify and assess public road crossings, including the construction methodology. Particular
regard should be had to the relationship with the national primary and secondary road network and
with the proposed Leinster Orbital Route, to include issues of clearance and separation.
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- Information on the likely effects on public utilities and services along the route corridor, and in
particular any proposed re-routing of overhead electricity lines.

- A construction traffic management plan will be required, which should address stringing
operations, road closures / detours and impacts on railway infrastructure.

- Identify the means of access for construction and on-going maintenance and the treatment of new
or widened construction entrances.,

- Assess the likely land use impacts, including restrictions on existing uses such as agriculture or
commercial forestry.

- Anassessment of the likely effects on the amenity/ tourism value of the area, including designated
touristroutes (e.g. the Monaghan Way)and possible impacts on fishing and fisheries tourism.

«  Address impactson the potential future use of disused railways.
- Assessmentof potential impacts on aviation transport, including impacts on Trim airfield.

58 Cultural Heritage
- Identification and assessment of potential impacts on archaeological heritage, including an
appraisal of all recorded monuments potentially impacted on during construction activities and an
assessment of the visual impact on listed sites. This should include impacts on the character and
setting of features of interest as well as the relationshipbetween sites.

- Particular areas of social, cultural and historic interest to be considered include Bective Abbey,
Donaghpatrick, Teltown Zone of Archaeological Amenity, Muff Crossroads.

- Identifyany pre-applicationarchaeological excavations or site investigationsundertaken. Describe
the rationale for the approach adopted with regard to such pre-application investigations,
particularly for areas of known archaeological potential.

- Identification and assessment of the effects on architectural heritage in the vicinity of the route
corridor, including potential impacts on historic buildings or structures and their setting, and
demesne landscapes. This should include Brittas House, where the line crosses the driveway, and
viewsto and from Whitewood House.

- The indirect effects of construction activity, including construction access / routes, on structures
and building should be considered.

- The impact on longer views from sites of national importance and significance should be
considered and assessed.

5.9 Transboundary Effects
This written opinion refers to the scoping request submitted to the Board on 20th August 2013 in
relation to that part of the overall project occurring within the Republic of Ireland.

The nature of the project, however, gives rise to a requirement to consider the issue of potential
transboundary impacts. Regard should therefore be had to the provisions of the European Commission
document, "Guidance on the Application of the Environmental Impact Assessment Procedure for
Large-scale Transboundary Projects” (2013). In particular the prospective applicants are advised that
while they are required to comply with national EIA requirements for each jurisdiction, they should
also prepare a joint environmental repory that covers the whole project and assesses its overall effects
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in particular cumulative and significant adverse transboundary effects. This joint report should ensure-
the implementation of a common approach and methodology for the identification and assessment of
impacts arising across the overall project.

Many of the comments contained in this written opinion are relevant to the assessment of the impacts
of those sections of the project proposed within the jurisdiction of Northern Ireland. The prospective
applicants are, however, advised to consult with the relevant authorities in Northern Ireland with regard
to the information to be contained in the EIS. The EIS should identify and assess any relevant projects
occurring in Northern Ireland which could give rise to likely cumulative impacts, including that section
of the proposed 400kV interconnector which occurs within Northern Ireland.

Notwithstandingthe above, the prospective applicants are referred to the attached correspondence from
the Department of the Environment (Northern Ireland), with respect to the information to be contained
in the environmentalimpact statement. This includes, in particular,

- The requirement for a comprehensive assessment of potential impacts on the historic environment
of Northern Ireland, including impacts on known and previously unrecorded archaeology, and
recommendationsfor mitigation measures.

- The methodology to be employed in the assessment of landscape and visval impacts of the
proposed development.

Conclusion

In the event of significant effects on the environment being identified, particularly in relation to the
topics referred to above, the EIS should contain a clear description of the measures envisaged in order
to avoid, reduce and, if possible, remedy any significant adverse effects identified. Baseline surveys
shouid be undertaken over appropriate periods to provide sufficient information on potential impacts
arising from the proposed development.

A summary of all proposed mitigation measures should be prepared, as an appendix to the EIS, which
should identify the party responsible for the implementation of each measure. In the event of
monitoring being proposed as mitigation, the EIS should identify relevant trigger levels and associated
actions to be taken when those levels are exceeded.

The Board notes that, as the Pre-Application Consultations have not concluded to date, other issues
may arise at future meetings which may require consideration and which thereby may potentially affect
the completeness of the Board's written opinion on the information to be contained in the
environmental impact statement, as set out above.

For your information, please find enclosed copies of the submissions that were received by the Board from the
following parties in relation to the matter:

- Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Development Applications Unit,
- The Environmental Protection Agency,

- Meath County Council,

- Cavan County Council

- Monaghan County Council,

- National Roads Authority,

- Failte Ireland,

- An Taisce - the National Trust for Ireland,

- Healih Service Executive / Environmental Health Service,
- Inland Fisheries Ireland,

- Department of the Environment (Northern Ireland).
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If you have any queries in relation to the matter please contact the undersigned officer of the Board. Please quote
the above-mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or telephone contact with the
Board.

Yours faithfully,

A,

Kieran Doherty
Executive Officer
Direct Line:01-8737248

AHC/VS02.05.1ts
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An Roinn ' RECEIVED

Ealaion, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta

Department of ==t

Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht

Our Ref: G Pre00012/2013 (Please quote in all related correspondence)
Your Ref:  02.VS0002

15 October 2013
AN BORD PLEANALA

The Secretary TIME ay
An Bord Pleandla
64 Marlborough Street 15 0CT 203
D

ublin 1 R OATED -
Re: North-South 400kV Interconnector PL
A Chara

On behalf of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, | refer to your recent
correspondence — both hard copy and electronic - in relation to the above.

Outlined below are the observations of the Department in relation to nature conservation.

With regard to the scope of the Environmental Impact Statement for this proposed
development an ecological survey should be carried out of the route to survey the habitats
and species present. Where ex-situ impacts are possible survey work may be required
outside of the development sites. Such surveys should be carried out by suitably qualified
persons at an appropriate time of the year depending on the species being surveyed for.
The EIS shouid include the results of the surveys. Inland Fisheries Ireland should be
consulted with regard to fish species if applicable. With regard to any existing records the
data of the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) should be consuited at
www.npws.ie and the data of the National Biodiversity Data Centre at

http.//www biodiversityireland.ie/ . Reference should be made to the National Biodiversity
Plan and any relevant County Biodiversity Plan. The EIS shouid also address the issue of
invasive alien plant and animal species, such as Japanese Knotweed, and detail the
methods required to ensure they are not accidentally introduced or spread during
construction. Information on alien invasive species in lreland can be found at

hitp://invasives.biodiversityireland.ie/ and at http:/finvasivespeciesireland.com/ .

The impact of the development on the flora, fauna and habitats present should be
assessed. In particular the impact of the proposed development should be assessed,
where applicabte, with regard to:

* Natura 2000 sites, i.e. Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) designated under the EC
Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) and Special Protection Areas
designated under the EC Birds Directive {Directive 2009/147 EC);



« Other designated sites, or sites proposed for desigration, such as Natural Heritage
Areas, Nature Reserves and Refuges for Fauna or Flora, designated under the Wildlife
Acts of 1976 and 2000;

Habitats listed on annex | of the Habitats Directive

Species listed on Annexes || and iV of the Habitats Directive;

Habitats important for birds,

Birds listed on Annex | of the EC Birds Directive,

Species protected under the Wildlife Acts including protected flora;

Habitats that can be considered to be corridors or stepping stones for the purpose of
article 10 of the Habitats Directive;

Red data book species; and

Biodiversity in general.

In order to assess the above impacls it may be necessary to obtain hydrological and/or
geological data. In particular any impact on water table levels or groundwater flows may
impact on wetland sites some distance away. The EIS should assess cumulative impacts
with other plans or projects if applicable. Where negalive impacts are identified suitable
mitigation measures should be detailed if appropriate. As Ireland has to report every 6
years on the National resource of habitats and species listed under the Habitats Directive it
is important that any impact on such habitats and species both inside and oulside of
Natura 2000 sites is recorded.

Where there are impacts on protecied species and their habitats, resting or breeding
places, licenses may be required under the Wildlife Acts or derogations under the Habitats
Regulations. In particular bats and otters are strictly protected under Annex IV of the
Habitats Directive and a copy of Circular Letter NPWS 2/07 entitled “Guidance on
Compliance with Regulation 23 of the Habitats Regulations 1997 — strict protection of
certain species/applications for derogation licences” can be found on our web site at:
http://www.npws.ie/media/npws/putlications/circulars/media,6686.en.odf . In addition
licenses will be required if there are any impacts on other protected species or their resting
or breeding places, such as on protected plants, badger setts or birds nests. Hedgerows
should be maintained where possible. Where trees or hedges have to be removed there
should be suitable planting of native species in mitigation. The EIS should estimate the
length of hedgerow that will be lost, if any. Where possible hedges and trees shouid not be
removed during the nesting season (i.e. March 1*' to August 31%). Birds' nests can only be
intentionally destroyed under licence issued under the Wildlife Acts of 1976 and 2000. In
order to apply for any such licenses or derogations as mentioned above a detailed survey
should be submitted to NPWS, which should have been carmried out by appropriately
qualified person/s.

An Bord Pleanala should note that this Department previously had concermns with the
previous planning application of 2009 with regard to the apparent policy of placing towers
in hedgerows and lack of complete surveys. Hedgerows form important wildlife corridors
as envisaged under Article 10 of the Habitats Directive. They provide areas for birds to
nest in and in addition badger setts may be present. If suitable trees are present bats may
roost there and they can use hedgerows as flight routes. Hedges also provide a habitat for
woodland flora. Where a hedgerow forms a townland or other historical boundary it
generally is an old hedgerow and will contain more biodiversity than a younger hedge.
While the hedgerow issue has not been clearly identified in section 4.5 of Appendix C of
the EirGrid Preferred Project Solution Report July 2013 it has been addressed in table 3.1
of the report.



in addition there were also concems re wetlands and birds, particularly Whooper Swan as
identified in section 4.5 of Appendix C of the EirGrid Preferred Project Solution Report July
2013. Following consultation between EirGrid, their consultants, and members of the
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of this Dept. in 2012 there has been a
commitment that these issues will be addressed.

Should the original survey work take place well before construction commences it is
recommended that an ecological survey of the development site should take place
immediately prior to construction to ensure no significant change in the baseline ecological
survey has occurred. If there has been any significant change mitigation may require
amendment and thaere may be a need for new licence applications with regard to protecied
species. In such a case NPWS should be consulted.

The applicant should refer to the various circular letters issued by the National Parks and
Wildlife Service of this Dept. which can be found at:
http://www.npws.ie/planning/appropriateassessment/ In particular Circular Letter PD 2/07
and NPWS 1/07 on the use of compliance conditions is relevant. In order to allow for a
complete assessment, it is essential that any miligation measures detailed in the EIS
and/or NIS form part of a construction management plan which must be implemented by
the successful contractor at construction phase. This must be detailed in the EIS/NIS. It is
not possible to adequately assess the impact of the project without knowing the minimum
standards and mitigation measures that will be in any construction methodology or plans.
In particular the methodology to protect water quality should be outlined when diverting
field drains or when pumping groundwater which may impact on watercourses some
distance away.

In accordance with article 6.3 of the Habitats Directive, this project should be subject to
appropriate assessment screening and if necessary appropriate assessment. The
applicant is referred to the Departmental guidance document on Appropriate Assessment,
which is available on the NPWS web at:
http:/www.npws.ie/media/npws/publications/codesofpractice/AA%20Guidance%2010-12-

09.pdf .
The applicant is also referred to the EU Commission guidance entitied “Assessment of
plans and projects significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites. Methodological guidance on
the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC"
which can be downloaded from:

itp://ec europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/arté/natura_2000 _a

ssess en.pdf.

A rule of thumb often used is to include all Natura 2000 sites within a distance of 15km. It
should be noted however that this will not always be appropriate. In some instances where
there are hydrological connections a whole river catchment or a groundwater aquifer may
need to be included.

In order to carry out the appropriate assessment screening and/or prepare a NIS the
applicant will need to collect information about the relevant Natura 2000 sites including
their conservation objectives. Details of designated sites and species and conservation
objectives can be found on www.npws.ie . Detailed, as opposed to generic, conservation
objectives are now available for some sites. Where these are not available for a site it is
recommended that the applicant looks at the detailed conservation objectives for other
sites which have the same qualifying interests. For example if a site without detailed



conservat'on objectives has Otters as a qualifying interest the applicant could refer to the
River Barrow and River Nore SAC detailed conservation objectives to see how otters are
treated. The applicant should also note that it is now advised, as per the notes and
guidelines in the detailed conservation objectives, that any reports quoting conservaticn
objectives should give the version number and date. This will allow statutory consultees
and others assessing reports to be confident that the correct and most up to date version
of the conservation objectives is used at the time of writing any report.

t is recommended that the applicant consults with the relevant Local Authorities to

determine if there are any projects or plans which alone or in combination could impact on
any Naitura 2000 site.

The above observations and recommendations are based on the papers submitted to this
Department on a pre-planning basis and are made without prejudice (o any observations
ihe Minister may make in the context of any consultation arising on foot of any
development application referred to the Minister, by the planning authority, in his role as
statutory consultee under the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended.

The acknowledgement to this letter, any further information and An Bord Pleanala’a

decision should ideally be sent to manager.dau@ahq.gov.ie;, if this is not possible,
correspondence may alternatively be sent to:

The Manager

Development Applications Unit

Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
Newtown Road

Wexford

Is mse, le meas

Muinis O Conchuir
Development Applications Unit
Tel: 053-911 7387

e: manager.dau@ahq qov.ie
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From: Manager Dau <Manager.Dau@ahg.gov.ie>

Sent: 15 October 2013 15:33

To: Kieran Doherty

Subject: RE: Qur Ref: G Pre00012/2013 - N-5S Interconnector - itr ta ABP 11/10/2013
Attachments: G Pre00012-2013 N-S 400kV Interconnector itr to ABP re-submitted

15-10-2013.pdf; ATTODO0OL.txt; ATT00002.htm

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up AN BORD PLEANALA

Flag Status: Flagged TIME BY e
15 0CT 208

Our Ref: G Pre00012/2013 LRONED___ ROM

Kieran, a chara PL

Attached is re-submitted as per your email message below.
Le meas

Muiris

Muiris G Conchuir

Manager, Development Applications Unit {DAU)
Department of Arts, Heritage & the Gaeltacht
Newtown Road, Wexiord

T: 053-911 7387 {direct)

T: 053-911 7500 (Dept main no |

W: www.ahg.gov.ie
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From: Kieran Doherty [mailto:K.Doherty@pleanala.ie]
Sent: 14 October 2013 16:08

To: Manager Dau
Subject: FW: Our Ref: G Pre00012/2013 - N-S Interconnector - Itr to ABP 11/10/2013
Importance:; High

Hello Muiris,

An Bord Pleandla has received the attached submission from the Department of Arts, Heritage & the
Gaellacht. Please note that the last date for submissions was 1 October 2013, As your e-mail was
received on 11" October 2013 it cannot be considered by the Board.

However, the Board is of the opinion that the Department’s comments should be invited in regard to lhe
scoping request. Therefore, in accordance with section 182E(3) of the Planning and Development Act,

2000, as amended you are inwiled to re-submit your submission within 4 weeks of this notice.

1



Thank you for your assistance.
Best regards,

Kieran Doherty

An Bord Pleanala

01 873-7248

From: Manager Dau [ mailto:Manager. Dau cahq,gov.ie]

Sent: 1! October 2013 16:17
To: Bord

Subject: Cur Ref: G Pre00012/2013 - N-S Interconnector - iir to ABP 11/10/2013

Importance: High
Your Ref: 02 vVS0002

A Chara

Attached is a letter from this Department in relation to the above.

Le meas

Muiris O Conchuir

Manager, Development Apphications Unit (DAU)
Department of Arts, Hentage & the Gaeltacht
Newtown Road, Wexford

T: 053-911 7387 (direct)

T:053 911 7500 (Main Dept No.)

W: www.ahg gov.le

10 Boinng
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FOGRA RU IN: Ta an riomhphost seo apus acn chomhaid ati nasciha leis faoi riin agus dirite amhiin don scolai Ma bhfuair Wi
an riomhphost seo tri earrdid, déan ieagmhadil le baimsteoir an chorais.

Tabhair fac: deara led thowl: aon twairimi nochtanhe <an riomhphost seo 15 iad tuairimi an tseoliora (¢in 2gus nil sé intuigthe gurb
1ad tuairini An Bhoird Pleanila né go gcloionn siad le polasaithe raite an Bhoird.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the
addressee. I you have received this email in error please nolify the system manager.

Plesse note. any views expressed in this ema:] are those of the individual sender and may not necessan |y reflect the views or
accord wilh the siated policies of An Bord Pleandla.
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Kieran Doherty
Executive Officer epc

An Bord Pleanala Envircamental Protection Agency

64 Marlborough St A Chasrvarye b7 ww (b i pee el

Dublin 1 Reguonal Ipeciorate nnwcaira
County Cork, freland

Cigireacht Régunach Ine Cara
Contae Choreal Ewe

T +3532t 4875540
F o +353 21 487 5545
E wioBepawe
W end e

LoCaV 1890 335599

13 September 2013

Your Ref: 02.VS0002

EIS Scoping Request in relation to Eirgrid North-South 400%% Intercannector
o N BORD PLEANALA
E

——__BY

17 SEP 2013
I refer to your letter received 4th September 2013 requesting comrn.mlﬁ_&zyn_ the Agency on
the information that should be included in the EIS for the above refekslzccd evalopmerif.OM

It is noted that based on the information provided the development does not require an IPPC
licence from the Agency.

Dear Mr. Doherty

In relation to the matters which should be included in the EIS, regard should be had to the
guidance given for Project Type 20 in the EPA’s document Advice Notes on Current Practice
in the preparation of Environmental Impact Statements, which is available at the following

link: hltp://www.gga.ie/downloadsladvicdea/gt_xidelinesl

Yours sincerely,

?(,. g Lo v\'\.blﬁm " e__Qi

Pamela McDonnell
Office of Climate, Licensing & Resource Use
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Comhairle Chontae na M{ Meath County Council
Halla an Chomae  An Uaimh, Contae na Mi County Hall, Nuvan, Co. Meath
Fon: 046 — 9097000/Fax:046 — 9097001 Tel: 046 — 9097000/Fax: 046 — 909700]
R-phost: info a meathcoco ie E-mail. info a meathcoca.ie
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Web: wwie.meath.ie N £ Web: wwiwv.meath.ie
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AN BORD PLEANALA PLANNING SECTION
TIME BY 30™ September, 2013
Your Ref: 02.V50002 010CT 2013
An Bord Pleanala LIR-DATED FROM
64 Marlborough Street PL
Dublin 1
Re: North  South 400k V Interconnecior
Dear Mr Doherty,

Please find set out below as brief synopsis of a recent meeting between Meath County Council and Eirgrid
together with a number of issues which the Council would like to see addressed within the Environmental
Impact Statement.

Eirgrid and their consultants met with officials from Meath County Council on Tuesday 3 September 2013
and they gave an overview of the project.

An Bord Pleanala are now affording the Planning Authority under Section [82E(3) of the Planning &
Devclopment Act 2000 as amended an opportunity to make a submission in relation to matters that they
consider should be contained within the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that will be submitted by
Eirgrid as part of the imminent Strategic Infrastructure planning application.

A document outlining the proposed route has been submitted (including maps) and issues that were raised as
part of the previous application area addressed.

In terms of baseline assessment for the EIS, the applicants were asked if they gained access to the necessary
lands in order to carry out the bascline assessments. Details of baseline surveys should be included in terms
of where they were conducted and at what time of year they aware conducted?

Eirgrid have highlighted a number of minor modifications to the route (at Brittas, Nobber and Dunderry
Park) that are proposed.

Meath Local Authorities are of the opinion that the following matters shoutd be addressed in detail as pari of
the EIS to be submitted.

Cansideration of alternatives-in terms of route location and in terms of undergrounding or over grounding or
the possibility of undergrounding at certain locations where the landscape is particularly sensitive,



The benefit to the focal and national economy, who will benefit from this development proposal, will the
proposais result in additional power being made available to the National grid, or will it be exported, will it
be similar to the east-wesl interconneclor where there are possibilities to both import and export power?

Landscape, the Meath landscape is rich in character in terms of archaeoclogy, protected structures and many
sensitivities exist, how much capacity is available within the various landscape areas as identified with the
landscape character assessment as contained within the Meath county Development Plan 2013-2019? The
height of the towers may have a significant impact at particularly sensitive locations, would it be prudent to
examine if undergrounding a section (s} at these sensitive locations is possible?

How will the visual impacts be assessed, have the applicants access to lands to carry out such assessments?

Interactions with landowners and affected third party’s. This proposal will impact upon a significant element
of the population of Meath, how have Eirgrid engaged with the affected persons? When and if the proposal
is to be permitted, how will Eirgrid liaise with the locals, what impact will there be on locals?

A code of practice and construction management strategy should be devised whereby timescales for the
project should be clearly set down and how it is envisaged the lines traversing from Woodland at
Batterstown to Kingscourt would be erected, by what means will the towers be brought to the sites, similarly
for the cables, will roads be closed off, how will this impact upon local residents, will there be detours? How
will this impact upon farming in terms of the harvest seasons(s) when silage, hay, comn, wheat, vegetables
are to be harvested? Is there a traffic management strategy in such situations?

It is noted that the sub-station previously proposed in north Meath (adjacent to Kingscourt) is now not
proposed as part of this proposals. However Eirgrid indicated that it may be necessary lo construct this
facility at a later date. Would it not be better to include it as part of the development proposal at this stage so
that a full and proper assessment of the mesits of same can be assessed?

In the event that there is a fault/failure in the system when constructed, again will this inconvenience local
residents, can it be managed remotely?

The Planning Authority respecifully request that An Board Pleanala seek to have the matlers as highlighted
above included within the Environmental Impact Statement in a comprehensive manner in order to assist

Yours faithlully,

{ g%lv-,, :
;v,’?larif'ﬁ‘; . AN BORD PLEANALA
Senior Extcutive Officer 'I‘IME____,___—-BY——"""_"—
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Kieran Doheﬂ

Fron Siobhan Mulligan <sdonohoe@®cavancoco.ie>

Sent: 11 October 2013 10.01

To: Kieran Doherty

Subject: Scoping for EIS for North South Interconnector

Kieran

Please find enclosed submission as discussed. AN BORD PLEAN ALA

Please let me know you receive ok TIME BY
110CT 203

Regards LTR-DATED FROM

Siobhan Mulligan

. ” PL
Planning Section
049-4378625

sdonohoe@cavancoco.ie

From: Kieran Doherty [mailto:K. Doherty@pleanala.ie]
Sent: 03 October 2013 14:29

To: Siobhan Mulligan
Subject: FW: Scoping for €IS for North South Interconnector

Hello Siobhan,

An Bord Pleanala has received the attached submission from Cavan County Council. Please note that the
last date for submissions was 1% October 2013. As the e-mail from Cavan was received on 2™ QOctober
2013 it cannot be considered by the Board.

However, the Board is of (he opinion that Cavan's comments should be invited in regard to the scoping
request. Therefore, in accordance with section 182E(3) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as
amended you are inviled to make your submission within 4 weeks of this notice.

Thank you for your assistance.
Best regards,

Kieran Doherty

An Bord Pleanala

01 873-7248

From: Marice Galligan [mailto:maalliaan@cavancoco.ie}
Sent: 02 October 2013 11:23

To: Kieran Doherty
Cc: Eve Harrison
Subject: Scoping for EIS for North South Interconnector

Kieran

As discussed

Marice Galligan
A/fSenior Planner
Cavan County Council



Scoping for EIS for North South Interconnector

1. Cavan County Council have examined the Solulion Report July 2013 in relation to
the proposed development and in addition to the issues outlined in Chapter 6 of this
document for inclusion in the EIA, Cavan County Council considers that Eirgrid
include impacts of the proposed development on all local designations which can be
sourced in the current Cavan County Development Plan 2008-2014 and also the
drafi Cavan County Development Plan 2014-2020 which is currently on public
display. Particular emphasis should be placed on the noted shortcomings of the
previous EIA, which were noted by the Planning Authority and include

Visual assessment in relation to Lough an Lea

Panoramic pholomontages of existing and proposed lines and pylons in vicinity of
Lough an Lea including views to and from.

Justification for not undergrounding in the vicinity of Lough of Lea.

» Impact and visual impact report on Muff Crossroads which is location of annual Muff
Fair.

¢ Environmental carrying capacity of site in Co, Cavan.

2. The Planning Authority considers that precise construction details should be included
of fowers.

3. In relalion to access lo each site for tower consitruclion, Cavan County Council
recommends the inclusion of accesses-temporary and permanent, fypes of vehicles
used for delivery and construction, trip generation and trip routes and type of loads.

AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME 8y

110CT 2013

LTR-DATED FROM
PL




Monaghan County Council

b

A

ig Comhairle Contae Mhuineachain
P et

Acmhainni Daonna )
Human Resources Kieran Doherty
047 30688 An Bord Pleanala
Airgeades 64 Martborough Street.
Finance :
047 30588 Dublin 1
14" October 2013
Na Bbithre
'Rm, A Chara,
047 30507
Clér na dToghthéiri RE: EIS Scoping Request in Respect of North South 400kV Interconnector
Ragister of Electors
847 30547
| refer to your correspondence seeking ocbservations in respect of the above and
Comhshaol . . .
Environment apologise for the delay in responding.
047 30583

Oeontais Ardoidanchais At this stage Monaghan County Council has nothing to add to the elements
“"'"'g;?u':;nﬁ""" identified in the section “Matters to be Addressed in the EIS" as set out in

Chapter 6 of Preferred Project Solution Report (July 2013).
Na hEalalone

Arts
M7TI4 | would be grateful if Monaghan County Council could be fumished with a copy of

ssachtal [Deantais Tithfochta  the wrritten opinion of An Bord on this matter.
Housing Loans/Grants
047 30527

Is mise le meas,
Lasbhariann an Chontss

County Library
047 74700 U (o
Métarchéin Paul Clifford

;:? :1':;’,‘5 Director of Services for Planning and Economic Development

Mizasm an Chontse
County Museum
047 82928

Pleanéil
Planning
047 30532

Pobal & Fiontar
Community & Entarprisa
047 73718

RialG Déitedin{Fuirgnimh
Fire/Building Control
047 30521 Faiitionn an tUdards Aitich rokmh ehemhfhreagras | nGaelige.
Comhairle Conlae Mhuineachdin, Gifigl an Chonlos, An Gleonn, Mulneachan. Erre
Seirbhis! I.Ii.scn Monaghan County Councl, Councll Qffices, The Gien, Monaghan, Ireland
Water Services 00353 47 30500 [} 00368 47 82739 ~ www monaghan le

M7 305“ T ] mmlrefMrmmnmshanamns o Infrfmanmohansnes -9






NRA

An tUdars um B6ithre Naisiinta
National Roads Authority

Mr. Kieran Doherty
Executive Officer

An Bord Pleanala

64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1

Data | Date
13 September, 2013

—— -
-

Teach Naomh Mairtin / Bathar Walerloo { Baile Atha Cli th
St. Martin's House [/ Walerloo Road / Dublin 4
Teik: / Tel: + 353 16602511  Facs:/ Fax: + 353 1 668 0009

ArdTag. |OurR dTag | Your Ref
NRA13-8857¢

Re.: North South 400kV Interconnector
Environmental Impact Statement Scoping {case reference Pi 02.VS0002)

Dear Mr. Doherty,

The Authorily wishes to acknowledge receipt of notification relating to Environmental Impact
Statement Scoping in relation to the above project.

The Authority has also previously carresponded directly with Eirgrid on this matter.

In the interests of consistency and clarity, please find attached a copy of the Authorily's
previous submissions to Eirgrid on this project and the Authority’s correspondence on the

earlier application.

in addition, please also find attached copies of the Authority's previous EIS Scoping
submissions on the Cavan — Meath 400kV Project and the Cavan ~ Tyrone 400kV Project

(July, 2008).

It is hoped that the foregoing and attached are of assistance to the Board in EIS Scoping.

Rphost ! Emaill" info@nraie (dirion / Website: www.nra ie



Mr. Aidan Geoghegan
Eirgrid

The Oval

160 Shelbourne Road
Ballsbridge

Dublin 4

22 August, 2013 NRA13-88231
Re.: North South Inter-connector

Strategic Infrastructure Application - public consuitation
Dear Mr. Geoghegan,

Thank you for your lstter of 15 July advising of the nexl phase of public consultation that you are
undertaking in relation to the above project.

I can confirm that the Authority’s position as set out in our submission of 1 May, 2013, remains
(NRA13-87532 refers). | acknowledge that Eirgrid’s recent publication Preferred Project Solution
Report responds lo the contenls of the Authority’s earlier submission.

| also note the commitment to continue consultation with the Authority (and the M3 Concession
Company) during the process of finallsing the line design and preparation of the EIS which is
outlined in the Preferred Project Solution Report.

The Authority anticipates further consultation on the interface of national roads and national road
projects and the North - South 400kV Interconnector with Eirgrid as the project progresses.

The Authority trusts that the foregoing comments prova of assistance to you in further developing
the project.

Yours sincerely,

Michael McCormack
Policy Advisor (Planning)



N

An t{dards um Baithre Naisitinta
National Roads Autharity

iffar Waterloo / Baile Atha Chiath 4
! Walerloo Road | Dublin 4
: 435316602511 Facs: / Fax: + 353 1 668 0009

Mr. Aidan Geoghegan
Eirgrid

The Oval

160 Shelboume Road
Ballsbridge

Dublin 4

Qéﬂgy?azlaw ﬁl\{' gaglig '§§£ Bhur dTag | Your Rei

Re.: North South Inter-connector
Strategic Infrastructure Application — public consuitation

Dear Mr. Geoghegan,

Thank you for your letter of 15 April in relation to the above project. The following outlines the
Authority's observalions on the initial phase of consullation for the proposed North South 400kV
Interconnection Project;

The Authority considers that many of the issues which were outlined in NRA observations in

relation to the previous Meath — Tyrone 400kV Interconnection Project remain applicable to the
current Scheme; copy attached.

While Eirgrid will nole that the former N3 has been re-classified to the R-147 since the last inter-
connector project, the indicative line route for the inter-conneclion still traverses the N2, national
primary road, and the N51 and N52, national secondary roads, in addilion to the M3 which was
under construction al the time of the consideration of the previous project.

In addition, the proposed 400kV Indicative Line Route (April, 2013) lraverses the line of the
Leinster Orbilal Route (LOR), formerly known as the Quter Orbital Route, between Navan and
Trim. The LOR remains a project at Feasibility Stage, however, the propasal lo develop the LOR
is included in the Meath County Development Plan, the Greater Dublin Area Regional Planning

Guidelines, 2010 ~ 2022, and the NTA's Grealer Dublin Area Draft Transport Strategy, 2019 -
2030

While it is acknowledged thal Eirgrid examined the inter-relationship of the proposed 400kV
Interconnector and the LOR during the course of the assessment of the previous scheme, the
Authority recommends that Eirgrid re-examines (He inter-relalionship of the two infrastructure
projects to take into account any akerations or modfications to the revised North South Inter-
Conneclor that may have implications for the LOR

Having regard to the foregoing, the Authority requesls that Eirgrid gives consideration 1o lhe
following matters in the development of the project:

* idenlify the methods/techniques employed in traversing the exisling national road network
to ensure that the safety and standards of the national read network is maintained through
appropriate best practice construction methods,

* ensure (hat proposed works do not impinge on the M3 motorway and the Concession
Operator, the Authority recommends that the NRA the refevanl planning authority and the
M3 Concession Company are consulted during the development of the project conceming
works proposed lo be undertaken in proximity to the M3,

Rphos! / Emall: info@nralie Idirlion | Websle: www.nra ie



» ensure that lhe detailed scheme design provides sufficient clearance to facilitate the
construction of the future Leinster Orbital Road.

The Authority trusts that the faregoing comments prove of assistance lo you in further developing
lhe subject scheme.

?elv.

Michael McCormack
Poficy Advisor (Planning)

You




The Secretary
An Bord Pleanala

64 Marlborough Street

Dubtin 1

12 March, 2010 NRAQS-76658 13 SEP 295
& e FROM

Re.: Meath - Tyrone 400kV Interconnection Development \-__.__:__

Strategic Infrastructure Application

Dear Secretary,

The Authorily has recelved referral of the above proposal and submits the follawing
observations for the Boards consideration;

The Authority notes that the proposed roule of the Meath — Tyrone 400kV line
(Woadland to Moyhill Section) lraverses the exisling N51, south wesl of Navan, the
N3, north west of Navan and the NS2, nerth east of Kells,

The proposed route also traverses the M3 Molorway Scheme, cumently under
construction, north west of Navan,

In addition, the proposed 400kV route cormidor traverses the line of the Lelinster
Orbital Roule (LORY), formerly known as the Ouler Orbital Route, between Navan and
Trim as identified in the Leinster Orbital Route Feasibility Study Final Report issued
by the Authority in March, 2008, The Feasibility Study Final Report is available on the
NRA's website at www.nra.le, please also find a copy attached,

The proposal to develop an Outer Orbital Route is included not only in the Mealh
County Development Plan but also in the National Development Plan and as a key
objective of the Regional Planning Guidelines for the Graater Dublin Area.

It is noled that although the Authority brought the LOR to the attention of the project
promoters through pre-consultation EIS scoping, the EIS submitted in support of the
application does not appear to make reference lo the LOR or how the interface
between the proposed power line developmenl and the LOR will be addressed.

The Moyhill to Border Seclion of the Meath — Tyrone 400kV line traverses the
existing N2, north of Castleblayney. This section is also in proximity lo, but outside,
the constraints study area of the N2 Clonlibret to Border Scheme,

———

-

|



Having regard to the foregoing, the Authority requests that the Board consider the
following;

*  While it is noted that the EIS submilted in support of the application does not
appear 1o identify in detail the melhods/lechniques employed in traversing the
existing national road network, the Aulhority requests that the safety and
standards of the nalional road network s maintained through appropriale best
practice construclion methods.

s The Authority is concerned to ensure that the proposed works do not impinge
on the M3 motorway and the Concession Operator; the Authorily requests
that the NRA, the relevant planning authority and the M3 Concession
Company are consulted and their agreament sought in advance of works
being undertaken in proximity lo the M3, cumrently under construction.

» That the detalled scheme design provides sufficient clearance to facililate the
construction of the future Leinster Orbilal Road. The Authority requests that
the Board inciude a condilion requiring the developer/scheme promoler lo
consult with the NRA and agree detailed design specifications for the
proposed 400kV line in relation to the LOR in advance of any works in the
vicinlty of the LOR as identified in the Feasibility Study.

To further elaborate on the relationship of lhe LOR Scheme with the proposed 400kV
power line, the Authority cutlines the following poinis;

From an examination of the information referred, the Authorily advises that the
proposed 400kV power line route traverses the LOR route comidor as idenlified in the
Leinster Orbital Route Feasibility Study Final Report.

The Aulhority has particular concems In relation to the route of the LOR in the vicinity
of Trim.

LOR Route Corridor East of Trim

a) The area of potential interface between the LOR and the proposed 400kV
power line that would be of grealest concem to the Authotity is in the vicinlty of

pylons no. 47 to 50 near the northem bank of the River Boyne at the townland of
Balbrigh.

b) The LOR will cross the R161 Navan to Trim road in this vicinity if It is to pass
east of Trim. Given the proximily of the R161 to the River Boyne al this location, it is
possible that the LOR would pass over lhe R161 ralher than undernealh it so as to
connect to a river bridge with suitable clearance for flood levels and river bank
access tracks.

It is therefore possible lhat the LOR will be an an embankment across the generally

level terrain in this vicinlty so as 1o cater for the road and river crossings in the Boyne
Valley.

The Aulhority requesis that the proposed power cables, al this localion, provide

suitable vertical clearance lo the LOR road which may be at a level of 7.5m above
the general ground level,

c) In addilion, the aerial photography shows two fealures that appear to be ring
forts or other archaeological remains: one just east of Pylon No. 48 and one just west
of Pylon No. 50. These features would constrain the LOR detlailed route options



severely. There may be further archaeoclogy in this area that is not visible on the

surface, as is lypical along a river valley where historic setiements would have
concentraled,

As a detailed consiraints study has yet to be developed for the LOR, it is the
Authority's opinion that It would ba preferable to avoid placing pylons in the strategic
locations between such obvious features; for example, the location of Pylon No. 49

should be omitled as it would conflict with the LOR in seeking lo avoid the visible
archaeological features.

The pylons are shown at typical 370m spacings. The foolprint of the LOR on
embankment will be about 50m to 60m wide. Obviously it will be challenging lo
thread a 50m wide route carridor through a 370m wide gap while conforming with
alignment design standards and avoiding other constraints on the approaches. The
Authority has a concern about Pylon no. 49 being in the middle of the best gap
through other constraints. The Aulhority respecifully requests that the pylon be

moved at least 50m so as to afford reasonable space for a possible route for the
LOR.

LOR Route Corridor West of Trim

a) It the LOR were 1o follow a route to pass west of Trim, it would cross the
interconnector further north, in an area 1o the northwest of Robinstown, in the vicinity
of Pylons No, 52 1o 56. Ideally the LOR would seek to cross local roads at ground
leve! with overbridges for the local roads. However, it appears that there Is a lot of
housing In this area along a Iocal road at Cloncullen immediately west of the Eirgrid

route. It may be difficult to lift this Jocal road ever the LOR because of the frontage
development and accesses.

The Authority advises that it would be prudent, therefore, to provide for the LOR
being on embankment in this area and to ensure that the power cables accordingly
allow for a LOR belng on a 7.5m embankment.

b) There are relatively few gaps in the existing housing along the Cloncullen
Road which is visible on the Eirgrid map just wesl of the pylons, Unfertunately
Pylons No.54 and 55 are localed such lhey are aligned with the most obvicus gaps
through which the LOR might seek to pass. The Authority respectiully requests that
these two pylons are moved 50m southward so as not fo block the gaps for the LOR.

Conclusion

The Authorily reiterates that the proposal to develop a (Leinsler) Outer Orbital Route
is included in the National Development Plan, as a key abjective of the Regional

Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area and within the Meath County
Development Plan.

Having regard lo the foregoing, the Authority respectfully requests that the Board
gives consideration to the pariicular requirements of the LOR in relation 1o the arsas
where the proposed 400KV line and the LOR have an interface. Furthermore, the
Authority requesls lhat the Board include a specific condition requiring the
developer/scheme promoler to consull with the NRA and agree detailed deslgn
specificalions for the proposed 400kV line in relation to the LOR in advance of any
works in lhe vicinity of the LOR taking piace.



The Authorily trusts thal the foregoing comments prove of assistance o the Board in
dealing with the matier.

Yours sincerely,

Tara Spain,
Senior Policy Adviser (Planning)

Cc Tomas Mahony, Project Manager, Eirgrid



Sinead Mclnemey
Executive Officer
An Bord Pleanala

64 Marlborough Street G P Y
Dublin 1 O

e ———
26 May, 2010 NRA1{0-78487

NATIONAL ROADS AUTHORITY

Re.: Meath -~ Tyrone 400kV Interconnection Development
Strategic Infrastructure Application

Dear Ms Mclnemey,

Further to the Authority's submission to An Bord Pleanala of 12* March, 2010, in relation to the
above scheme and subsequent to notification received from the Board of 04™ May, 2010, in
relation to detalls concerning the commencement of an oral hearing into the proposed
development, the Authority wishes to advise as follows;

Subsequent to the Aulhority’s submission to An Board Pleanala of 12" March, 2010, the
Authority received correspondence from Tobin Consulting Engineers Lid acting on behalf of
Eirgrid, the scheme promoter, correspondence dated 15 April and 07" May, 2010 refers,

Furiher to an assessment of the information referred by Tobin Consulting Engineers on behalf of
Eirgrid, the Authority wishes ta advise, for the benefit of the Board, thal the Authority is salisfied
that issues raised in the Authority’s submission to the Board of 12" March, 2010, in relation to

polential impacts to the proposed LOR (Leinster Orbital Route), have been satisfactorily
addressed by proposed mitigation.

In the context of the foregoing, the Autharity has no objection to the proposed scheme.

The Authority trusts that the foregoing commenis prove of assistance 1o the Board In dealing
with the matter.

Yours sincerely,

Michael McCormack
Policy Advisor (Planning)

cc Tomas Mahony, Eirgrid
cc John K Colleran, Tobin Consulling Engineers



< TOBIN

Paleck ) T & Co ' Inl

Consulting Engineers worv: s ot
Fairganwn Neusa, ok 1 N ithpon: lgnse Becip d Prace Howley. Ou.y b1kl Seuare Than {iyry Gwidng

Fairgraon Read, IMRMUTHwN  OOTaNe - Mb, Mpe M ke R8a2 v Sk Slreed Cotlaly Varbel Square, Dtk

Golucry, Irolned. ybhn 15 | end Cark vtara L meiek breland Lo Vayn lislard Louln heltnd

ol o390 (0190 W81 bt +28340) BAIMCH Tol: +J53 (0321 4128624 for « X831 813 4757 ol #3253 (0)54 9C21400 Tl +B5340M7 13507
Feu: +J33 (0)90 S64063 #ux: 1250 (0)F BOIMCR IO Fas: o X538 (W21 4208629 fa 33 @ IR Fax, o337 (434 1534 Faa o33 {00 ON TS

4

Our Ral: JKC/SG 5984-02-06 NATIONAL ROADS

MAY
Ms. Tara Spain, L Gl
National Roads Authority .
St Martn's House RECEIVED
Waterloo Road
TIME EW

RE: Meath — Tyrone 400kV interconnector Development .

Strategic Infrastructure Application 13 SEP 703
Dear Ms Spain LTR-DATED FROM

PL
i refer to your letter of March 12th conceming the above matter TOBIN Isdealing viith-Traffic and

Roads matters relating to the above pro,ect on behalf of Eirgrid and | am authorised to correspond
with you in relation o the matters raised by you in your letter.

In order to advance discussion in relatior to the tems raised, | contacled Nigel O'Neill some time
ago and was directed lo discuss the po-entlal interaction of the Interconnector project wilh the
proposed LOR with Mr Searnus Mac G=arailt of Roughan O'Donovan, who had dealt with the
route corridor constraints / seleclion for the LOR project in 2007

The results of this consultation are con‘'ained in the attached comrespondence and in mapping,
which have been forwarded to Mr. O'Nei for his consideration

| trust that these will be found to be satis+actory and will enable you to issue a letter of ne objection
lo the proposal either to ourselves or to he An Bord Pleanala as you may see fit

Please contact me at any time stould yourequire further clarificationon the enclosed
documentation

Yours sincerely,

A G

John K Colleran
Director

087 9291518

Diteciors: DA. Downge | ‘s ma ' L.E. Waldron [Mansgng Dweciosy MF Gamick AF Tobin J Collersn B.J. Downes S. Fintsy P.J Fogarty

D Giehan JP. Kelty BM, Mulligen 8. Mwrey C O'Keefia F Renkema C | E Connavghion {Company Secrdiury)

Assoclsies T Camnon P. Cloonan O Connersn M.Comroy T Curran O Oownes B Galtney B Gallagher B. Hesney ((i» ENlGINEERS
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Our Ref: JKC/SG 5984-02-06

15™ April 2010
AN BORD PLEsNALA
Mr. Nigel O'Neill TiME B
. Nig e Y
Senior Ingpector {
National Roads Authority 3 Sep 2013
St. Martin's House T
Waterloo Road R-DATED FROM
Dublin 4 PL - ——
_-—_"_——__

RE: Meath - Tyrone 400kV Interconnector Development
Strategic Infrastructure Application

Dear Mr. O'Neill,

| refer to NRA letier dated 12™ March, addressed to The Secretary, An Bord Pleandla In relation lo
the above matter.

As TOBIN Consulling Enginsers are acting for the proposers of the Scheme, Eirgrid in relatlon to
the Roads and Traffic related impacts of the project, | am authorized to comrespond with you in
relalion lo the itams raised in your letter as follows:-

1. In as much as the proposed lins will traverse a number of existing National Routes
including the existing N2, N3, N51 and 52, it is envisaged that the traffic associated with
the carriage of construction materials, equipment and construclion operalives lo the
dispersed work locatlons In the =snvirons of these roadways will have a negligible and
transient impact on the structure, capacity and safely of these roads. it is submitted that
this can be regarded as insignificant

The stringing of conductor acrass these roads wiil be carried out in accordance with IEEE
Sid 524-1992 “Guide to the Installalion of Overhead Transmission Line Conductors”
incorporaling a tried and proven work methodology. which again ensures that there is no
significant impaci on lhe safe passage of traffic on these roads.

Directors: D.A Downes (Chaimnan)  LE. Walkidson (Maraging Directo’) M F Garriek A F Tobln J. Colleren B.J. Downes S Finlay P.J. Fogarty
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Accordingly we would hoeld that no significant adverse impact to the existing National Route
Network will be caused by the project construction or for that matter by ils subsequent
operation.

2 The position in relation to the proposed N2 Clonlibret 1o Border Scheme is noted in that the
proposed Interconnector line does not conflict wilth the Conslraints Study Area.

3. Posilive consullations have taken place with a representative of the M3 Concession
Company in relation o the proposed inlersection point of the Interconnector line and the
M3, and we are satisfied that no polentiai negative impaci exists

We are have Issued a latter (copy attached) to the Concesslon Company setling out in
detail the satisfactory clearance that will obtain between the finished surface of the M3 and
the overhead conductor catenary al the crossing point, and It is agreed that the Concession
Company will issue a letter of “nc objection to us in retumn® A copy of this letter will also be
forwarded to you for your information and attenlion,

4 Consultations have also taken place with Mr. Seamus Mac Gearailt of Roughan
O'Donovan, Consuiling Engineers, In reiation 1o possible Interactions between the fine
proposed for the Interconnecior and the proposed Leinster Orbital Route corrider resulting
in the following agreed posilions:

(a) The interconnector segment containing pylons 52 to 57 (see attached Figure 1
LOR) intersects the propased L.O.R. Corridor at a point North East of Trim Al
this point there exist a discrele number of route options within the overal
corridor width, which avoid the farmyards and dweliings that are dotied along
the local road known as the Clonculien Road (running from Cloncullen to
Dunlough). A concern had arisen thal the propesed locations for the pylons
ranged across the L.O.R. corridor at this point might serve to “close off* some of
the gaps existing between the properties through which the final L.O.R. line
might pass,

A more detalled examination of the siluation conducted jolntly with Mr Mac
Gearaill revesled however that given the predominantly South West / North
East alignment of the L.O.R. Corridor at this point, the proposed pylon iocalions
were optimally sited "in the shadow” of the existing dweliings and farms. It was
agreed that further comfort for the L.O.R. project could be afforded by local
movement within the 40m lateral "micrositing” corridor of flexibility in the event
that a more precise evaluation of tha L.O.R. roule location al this point (if
completed in advance of the conslruction of the Interconnector) might indlcate
its desirabitity

The vertical clearances al mid-span belween the proposed calenary and the
existing ground leveis at this point, as shown on the attached Woodiand —
Moyhill 400kV Transmission Line Planning Drawings MT-005-006 and MT-005-
007 are al comfortably in excess of the recommended minimum of 9 meires
(refer to IEEE Std §24-1982 “Guida to the Installation of Overhead Transmission

Figure 1 Is an extract of the relevani area laken from Woodiand - Moyhill 400kV Transmission Line Planning
Drawings No. MT-003-003 and MT-003-004 with the M3 Route overlaid Aerial photography was also
overlaid for better orientation



Line Conductars”), The ground level is shown by a solid line on these long
sections, and the 9m claarance height is shown by a dotted line.

(b) The second point of /Intersection is East by North East of Trim where the
Inferconnector segment containing pylons 44 to 50 (raverses 3 variant of the
L.O.R. at a high angle of skew.

The attached Woodland ~ Moyhill 400kV Transmission Line Planning Drawings
No. MT-005-006 and MT-005-007 sel out the proposed catenary levels with

Eirgrid project going to contract.

We wouild not anticlpate any difficulty in informing the Board that we needed to
raise pylons 47 and 48 by 2m in order to provide the necessary clearance,
should this prove to be necessary,

Furthermore it was agreed that an increased level of comfort could be provided
for the future L.O.R. by local movement of pylon No. 49 within the 40m lateral
‘microsiling” corridor of flexibility such that the potenlial difficulties associated

On behalf of Eirgrid, | would request tnal you examine the content of this submission and if
satisfied, thal you would indicate by ietter your satisfaction with the measures proposed by way of
mitigation in relation to existing and proposed NRA assels,

If required, the substance of this letter can be forwarded officially by Eirgrid to An Bord Pleanila
and copled to you such that your satisfaction with the proposed arrangements can be formaily

confirmed lo An Bord Pleandla, i
— % e -t
R ——-]
[T —— .
Yours sincerely . . it
56 0 ped .
/ L !
o L-J—«__ “RO? :
—L UTRDATED . '——_—:j

John K. Colleran e
Director L ee—
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Strateglc Infrastructure Application

Dear Enda,
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il In retation to the sbove projecl. | now attach herewlth Figure
ted in the vicinlty of ths M3 roule at

in addilion | atach an extrac! from the long section of the proposed iine with reference lo the finished level of

the M3 al this polnt,
Drawing No. MT-005-009 You will sea that th
locations and the project road (the fence ilnes of lhe molorway &re Jus
belween pylons B0 and 81}, The vertical
conductor catenary &t mid-point belween p
in excess of the 8m required In accordance with IEEE Sid. 524-1 992
Transmissian Line Conductors”. This clearance level is shown as a dolied lina on the

ground profile is shown as a solid llne

as shown on the attached Woodiand - Moyhil 400kV Transmission Line Planning
ere Is adequale ialeral separation between the proposed pylon

{ vishhle on the aerial pholography

claarance betwasn the road surface level of 62,

5 AQD and the

ylons 80 and 81 s of the order of 12 melres. This is comfortably

“Guids to the Installation of Overhead
leng saction, while the

{ would be much obliged i you could confirm la me as agent of Eirgrid, that your company hes no objaction
1o the sbove nemed project es proposed in tha vicinity of its crossing of the M3,

Yours sincerely,

-

« AIA
John K. Colleran

Director

' Figure 1 is an exiract of the relevant sre
Planning Drawing No MT-D03 005 with the
bsiler orlentalion

a taken lrom Woodlend ~ Moyhill 400kV Transmission Line
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Mr. Jarlath Doyle

Project Manager

Cavan - Tyrone 400kV Project
ESE International

Stephen Court

18/21 St. Stephen’s Green
Dublin 2

27" July 2009 NRA 09-73541

Re: EIS Scoping Request for the Development of the Cavan — Tyrone 400kV Project
Dear Mr. Doyle,
I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 06™ July regarding the above.

You may be aware that the Authority, in conjunction with local authorities, is undertaking a
programme of major improvements lo the network of national roads in line with policy set out
by Government in Transport 21 (2006-2015) and the National Development Plan, 2007-2013.
National roads fulfil a vital function in catering for the movement of people, freight and other
goods throughout the country. The Autharity's improvement programme involves substantial
investment lo address deficiencies in the network, improve the safety of road users and
achieve a better level of service for users of the network through shorter journey times and
grealer predictability of joumey time duration. The Authority has special interest in seeking to
ensure that development will not prevent or compromise plans for new/existing national roads,
including indicative, e.g. provision made in planning authority development plans, or approved
routes for such roads, nor interfere with the future upgrade of existing national roads.

With regard to the above, it is noted thal the preferred 400kV route corridor crasses the N2,
national primary roule, o the north west of Caslleblayney. Also, the Authority advises that a
constrainls sludy area has been identified for the N2 Clontibert to Northern Ireland Border
Scheme.

The EIS should consider impact and relationship of the proposed development with the
existing and proposed national road network in the area with a view lo safeguarding the public
investment in the national road network and pratecting the safety and capacity of existing
national roads.

In regards to general scoping issues, your attention is direcled to the Authority’s Policy
Statement on Development Management and Access to National Roads which provides
comprehensive information for developers and decision makers on the principles guiding the
NRA's approach lowards proposed developments impacting upon nafional roads. The
principles concerned, as well as the general content of the policy statement, will be informative
for those engaged on the scoping of Environmenta! Impact Statements (EISs) and it is
recommended that the document should be consulled. The statement highlights the key
policies and issues concemning national roads such as the protection of the subslantial
investment being made in upgrading the network, maintaining efficiency/satisfactory levels of
service, preserving high standards of road safety and avoiding the premature erosion of these



benefils, as well as preserving intact routes for planned fulure roads and road improvements.
The policy statement is available to view/download on our websile www.nra.ie.

The Authority has produced a number of other guidance documents intended primarily for the
planning, construction and operation of national roads but which may also prove to be a useful
reference source when scoping EISs for other development proposals. The guidelines
concerned, which can also be viewed/downloaded from the Aulhority’s website, include:

»  Environmental Impact Assessment of National Road Schemes — A Practical Guide.
»  Guidelines for the Treatment of Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemes.

>  Guidelines for the Treatment of Air Quality During the Planning and Construction of
National Road Schemes,

» Road Safety Audit Guidelines (NRA HA 42/04) and Road Safety Audit (NRA HD 19/04).
» Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines (TTA),

The comments set out below on the scoping of EISs for proposed development that could
impact on or have implications for the capacity, operation and safety of national roads,
including proposed new roads or the upgrade of exisling roads, are furnished as general
guidance only and do not prejudice the Authority’s statutory right lo make observations,
requests for further information, abjections or appeals following the examination of any vaiid
planning application which you make and which is subsequently referred 1o the Authority by
the planning authority for consideration in line with the Authority’s status as a statutory
consultee under planning legislation. It will be a matter for promoters of development/their
consultanis to determine the relevance of the matters identified having regard to the nalure,
scale, location and particular characleristics of the proposed development and, based on
conclusions reached, to decide the extent, if any, the matters concemed should be addressed
in the scoping report/EIS,

In preparing the scoping report/ElS, it is recommended that the developer should:

» Eslablish the relationship between the location of the proposed development and the
national road(s) in the area vis a vis:

«  existing national roads;
° proposals to provide new national roads or improve existing national roads, and
. means of access to/from the development to/from the national road(s).

>  Esiablish the traffic carrying capacity of the existing/planned national road(s), lraffic
volumes currently being catered for, anticipated increase in iraffic volumes based on
current expectations (exclusive of traffic to be generated by the proposed development
the subject of the EIS scoping request) and level of service provided by such roads.
(Developers may wish fo consull the local planning authority, road authority/County
Council — Cily Council, or National Road Regional Design Office for the area for
assistance on the foregoing matters.)

» Identify the tripsitrafic generating potential of the proposed development and the
manner in which this will be catered for/accommodated, e.g. modal split between roads
(national and non-national), public transpart, cycling, walking.



>  Assess the implications of the trips/traffic generated that are to be accommodated on
national roads, including associated junctionsfinterchanges, for the capacity, operation,
level of service and safety of national roads. (Where appropriate, a Traffic and
Transport Assessment, camied oul in accordance with relevant guidelines and best
practice procedures, should be undertaken in respect of the proposed development -
the local planning authority can advise in relation to thresholds for TTAs.)

>  Idenlify measures required to improve national roads/increase their capacity so as lo
cater for trips/traffic generated by the praposed development, including any appropriate
traffic management measures. (The Authority, in considering any subsequent planning
application in respect of the proposed development, may require submission of details of
the private funding arrangements proposed so as to implement identified road
improvement and management measures. )

»  Quantify the vehicle exhaust emissions from traffic generaled by the proposed
development and the impacts on air quality along lhe nalional road(s) used by such
traffic. Local air quality assessmenls should at minimum focus upon nitrogen dioxide
and PM,y, as these are the pollutanis of grealest concern with respect lo road traffic
emissions, i.e. they are the pollutants at greatest risk of exceeding the siatutory air
quality standards. Implications for public health in the area, Including that of residents
and any other sensitive receptors, should be assessed and indicated.

>  Quantify the road trafiic noise implications attributable to traffic generated by the
proposed development which will use national roads in the area of influence. Impacts
should be assessed in respect of the road lraffic noise design goals specified in the
Aulhority’s Guidetines for the Treatment of Noise and Vibration in National Road
Schemes. Impacts for sensilive receptors adjoining the national roads concerned and
any new sensitive receplors to be created as part of the proposed deveiopment, e.g.
new residential areas, should be determined and indicated. Noise miligation measures
should be identified, where appropriate, having regard to the Authority’s design goals for
road iraffic noise on national roads. (The Authority will require the developer, as part of
any subsequent planning application, to identify and implement noise mitigation
measures, where warranted, where the additional traffic generated by the development
results in a breach of the noise design goals on national roads. The Authority will
require a similar approach, i.e. identification and implementation of miligation measures
by the developer, where development proposals are brought forward within the zone of
influence of existing national roads or of planned new national roads, provision for the
construction of which has been made in the planning authority's development plan, in
circumstances where the proximity of the proposed development to the national road
would result in the breach of the Authority’s design goal for sensitive receptors exposed
{o road traffic noise.)

» Assess and indicate the potential for dust and other material deposition on national
roads during the construction and operation of the proposed development, including the
implications, if any, for the safety of road users. Potential impacls on national road
drainage systems and the receiving environment should form part of the assessment.
(Where appropriate, mitigation measures should be specified in the EIS/planning
permission application.)

It should be noled Ihat the foregoing matters are not intended lo provide a comprehensive list
of issues, which should be considered/addressed as part of lhe ElA insofar as proposed
development may impac! upon national roads. It remains the responsibility of the developer to
ensure the adequacy of the EIA/EIS. As already indicated, the Authority, in offering the
foregoing comments and suggestions on the scope of the EIS, retains its statutory right to
make observalions, objections or appeals in respect of any subsequent planning application.



The contents of this letter should neither be interpreted as support for nor an objection lo the
proposed development that is the subject of the EIS scoping request.

Yours sincerely,

Michael McCormack
Policy Adviser (Planning)
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Ms. Mairéad Hogan

Senior Scientist
Tobin Consulting Engineers
Block 10-4
Blanchardstown Corporate Park AN BORD PLEANALA
Dublin 15
TIME BY
13 SEP 2013
27" July 2009 NRA 089-73432 LTR-DATED FROM
PL

Re: EIS Scoping Request for the Development of the Cavan — Meath 400kV Project
Dear Ms. Hogan,
| wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 06" July regarding the above.

You may be aware thal the Authority, in conjunction with local aulhorities, is undertaking a
programme of major improvements to the network of national roads in line with policy set out
by Govenment in Transport 21 (2006-2015) and the National Development Plan, 2007-2013.
National roads fulfil a vital function in catering for the movement of people, freight and other
goods throughout the country. The Authority's improvement programme involves substantial
investment to address deficiencies in the network, improve the safety of road users and
achieve a better level of service for users of the network through shorter journey limes and
greater predictability of journey time duration. The Authority has special interest in seeking to
ensure that development will not prevent or compromise plans for new/existing national roads,
including indicative, e.g. provision made in planning authority development plans, or approved
routes for such roads, nor interfere with the future upgrade of existing national roads.

Wilh regard to the above, it is noted thal the preferred 400kV route corridor crosses the
existing N3 and the M3, currently under construction, lo the north west of Navan. The
Authority also notes that the preferred 400kV route corridor crosses the N51 and N52, national
secondary routes, o the south west of Navan and 1o the north east of Kells respectively.

In addition, the preferred 400kV route corridor iraverses the line of the Leinster Orbilal Route
as identified in the Leinster Orbital Route Feasibility Study Final Report issued by the Authority
in March, 2009, between Navan and Trim. The Feasibility Study Final Report is available on
the NRA's website at www.nra.ie.

The proposal to develop an Ouler Orbital Roule is included not only in the Meath County
Development Plan but also in the National Development Plan and as a key objeclive of the
Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area

The EIS should consider impact and relationship of the proposed development with the
existing and proposed national road network in the area with a view to safeguarding the public
investment in the national road network and prolecling the safely and capacity of existing
national roads.



In regards lo general scoping issues, your atiention is directed to the Authority's Policy
Statement on Development Management and Access to National Roads which provides
comprehensive information for developers and decision makers on the principles guiding the
NRA's approach towards proposed developments impacting upon national roads. The
principles concerned, as well as the general content of the policy stalement, will be informative
for those engaged on the scoping of Environmental Impact Statements (EISs) and it is
recommended that the document should be consulted. The statement highlights the key
policies and issues concerning national roads such as the protection of the substantial
investment being made in upgrading the network, maintaining efficiency/satisfactory levels of
service, preserving high standards of road safely and avoiding the premature erosion of these
benefits, as well as preserving intact routes for planned future roads and road improvements.
The policy slatement is avallable to view/download on our website www.nra.ie.

The Authority has produced a number of other guidance documents intended primarily for the
planning, construction and operation of national roads but which may also prove lo be a useful
reference source when scoping EISs for other development proposals. The guidelines
concerned, which can also be viewed/downloaded from the Authority's website, include:

»  Environmental Impact Assessment of National Road Schemes ~ A Practical Guide.
»  Guidelines for the Treatment of Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemes.

» Guidelines for the Treaiment of Alr Quality During the Planning and Construction of
National Road Schemes.

»  Road Safety Audit Guidelines (NRA HA 42/04) and Road Safety Audit (NRA HD 19/04).
»  Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines (TTA),

The commenis set out below on the scoping of EISs for proposed development that could
impact on or have implicalions for the capacity, operation and safety of national roads,
including proposed new roads or the upgrade of existing roads, are furnished as general
guidance only and do not prejudice the Authority's statutory right lo make observations,
requests for further information, objections or appeals following the examination of any valid
planning application which you make and which is subsequenlly referred to the Authority by
the planning authority for consideration in line with the Authority's status as a stalutory
consullee under planning legistation. It will be a matter for promoters of development/their
consullants to determine the relevance of the matiers identified having regard to the nature,
scale, location and particular characteristics of the proposed development and, based on
conclusions reached, to decide the extent, if any, the matters concerned should be addressed
in the scoping report/EIS.

In preparing the scoping report/EIS, it is recommended that the developer should:

»  Establish the relationship between the location of the proposed development and the
national road(s) in the area vis a vis:

e  exisling national roads;
. proposals to provide new national roads or improve existing national roads, and
. means of access to/from the development to/from the national road(s).

» Establish the traffic carrying capacity of lhe existing/planned national road(s), traffic
volumes currently being catered for, anticipated increase in fraffic volumes based on



curreni expectalions (exclusive of traffic to be generated by the proposed development
the subject of the EIS scoping request) and level of service provided by such roads.
(Developers may wish to consult the local planning authority, road authority/County
Council - City Council, or National Road Regional Design Office for the area for
assistance on the foregoing matters.)

identify the tripsitraffic generating potential of the proposed development and the
manner in which this will be catered forfaccommodated, e.g. modal split between roads
(national and non-national), public transport, cycling, walking.

Assess the implications of the trips/traffic generated that are o be accommodated on
national roads, including associated junctions/interchanges, for the capacity, operation,
level of service and safety of national roads. (Where appropriate, a Traffic and
Transport Assessment, carried out in accordance with relevant guidelines and besl
practice procedures, should be undertaken in respect of the proposed development —
the local planning authority can advise in relation lo thresholds for TTAs.)

ldentify measures required to improve national roadsfincrease their capacity so as to
cater for trips/trafiic generated by the proposed development, including any appropriate
traffic management measures. (The Authority, in considering any subsequent planning
application in respect of the proposed development, may require submission of details of
the private funding arrangements proposed so as to implement identified road
improvement and management measures.)

Quantify the vehicle exhaust emissions from traffic generated by the proposed
development and the impacts on air quality along the national road(s) used by such
traffic. Local air quality assessments should at minimum focus upon nitrogen dioxide
and PM,,, as these are the pollutants of grealest concern wilh respect to road traffic
emissions, i.e. they are the pollutants at greatest risk of exceeding the statutory air
quality standards. Implications for public heallth in the area, including that of residents
and any other sensilive receptors, should be assessed and indicated.

Quantify the road traffic noise implications attributable to traffic generated by the
proposed development which will use national roads in the area of influence. Impacts
should be assessed in respect of the road traffic noise design goals specified in the
Authority's Guidelines for the Treatment of Noise and Vibration in National Road
Schemes. Impacts for sensitive receptors adjoining the national roads concerned and
any new sensitive receptors to be created as part of the proposed development, e.g.
new residential areas, should be determined and indicated. Noise mitigation measures
should be identified, where appropriate, having regard to the Authority's design goals for
road traffic noise on national roads. (The Authority will require the developer, as pari of
any subsequent planning application, to identify and implement noise mitigation
measures, where warranted, where the additional traffic generated by the development
results in a breach of the noise design goals on national roads. The Authority will
require a similar approach, i.e. identification and implementation of mitigation measures
by the developer, where development proposals are brought forward within the zone of
influence of existing national roads or of planned new national roads, provision for the
construction of which has been made in the planning authority's development plan, in
circumstances where the proximily of the proposed development to the national road
would result in the breach of the Authority's design goal for sensitive receplors exposed
to road traffic noise.)

Assess and indicate the polential for dust and other material deposition on nalional
roads during the construction and operation of the proposed development, including the
implications, if any, for the safely of road users. Potential impacls on nalional road



drainage sysiems and the receiving environment should form part of the assessment.
(Where appropriate, mitigation measures should be specified in the EIS/planning
permission application.)

It should be noted that the foregoing matters are not intended to provide a comprehensive list
of issues, which should be considered/addressed as part of the ElA insofar as proposed
development may impact upon national roads. It remains the responsibility of the developer to
ensure the adequacy of the EIA/EIS. As already indicated, the Authority, in offering the
foregoing comments and suggestions on the scope of the EIS, retains ils statutory right to
make observations, objections or appeals in respect of any subsequent planning application.
The contents of this letter should neither be interpreted as support for nor an objection to the
proposed development that is the subject of the EIS scoping request.

Yours sincerely,

Michael McCormack
Policy Adviser (Planning)
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Failte Ireland

Hiwnonal Tourism Development Authority

1% October 2013 AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME ay

The Secretary, -1 0CT 2013

An Bord Pleanala LIR-DATED FROM

64 Marlborough Street PL

Cublin 1

Ref. 02.VS0002: North - South 400KV Interconnector
Dear Sir,

Féilte Ireland, the National Tourism Development Authority gratefully
acknowledges receipt of your letter of 3rd September 2013 and the invitation
therein to provide a submission on the information to be contained in the
Environmental Impact Statement for the North - South 400kV Interconnector.

As a prescribed body in the planning process, one of the main objectives of Failte
Ireland is to advocate for the protection of key tourism assets and amenities, In
respect of the proposed North - South Interconnector, it is considered that the
character of the landscape and the various aspects of the cultural heritage of the
area, within the vicinity of the proposed Interconnector line, are the main tourism
amenities that are at risk from the proposed development.

In relation to the provision of electricity transmission infrastructure in the Irish
landscape, there are a number of general comments that should be made by way
of context before referring to the information to be contained in the EIS;

» Ireland’s tourism industry is a geographically dispersed sector which relies
on the security and reliability of its electricity supply. It is the view of
Failte Ireland, therefore, that the development of the 400kV project is
necessary infrastructure to ensure the sustainable development of the
tourism Industry in the northeast.

» lIreland’s scenery has been a cormerstone of international tourism
marketing campaigns for decades and consistently international visitors to



ireland rate scenery as an important reason for their trip, followed by the
natural/ unspoilt environment. It is the view of Failte Ireland that as
visitors to Ireland rate the scenic quality of the Irish landscape as one of
the primary reasons for visiting, it is essential that the quality, character
and distinctiveness of this valuable resource be protected. It is vital,
therefore, that proper planning and consideration of the potential visual
and landscape impacts be identified and mitigated where possible as part
of the Environmental Impact Assessment.

In light of the above contextual points, Failte Ireland requests that the following
be undertaken as part of the landscape and visual impact assessment of the
proposed development.

1. It is considered from a preliminary analysis of the Preferred Project
Solution Report, July 2013, that the main touri Essb*tsmgnﬁv_eatuﬂr
area comprise the following:

¢« The Monaghan Way

s Hill of Tara

= Bective Abbey

¢ Boyne Valley Drive and its associated attQaDdtinns

Additional tourism amenities and assets In the area which may be potentially

impacted upon should also be identified. This c¢an be undertaken in

consultation with Féilte Ireland and data can be provided from our Tourism

Content System in GIS format for mapping purposes.

2. The zane of visual Influence from these key tourism amenities should be
identified; and

3. High quality photomontages should be provided from tourism amenities
and should represent the extent of the zone of visual influence identified
(i.e. photomontages should be provided Ffor the extent of the
Interconnector which is visible), Failte Ireland would appreciate the
opportunity to agree the location of these photomontages prior to the
completion of the landscape assessment,

Please also find enclosed a copy of the Failte Ireland Guidelines for the treatment
of tourism In an EIS, which we recommend should be taken into account in
preparing the EIS for the North - South Interconnector.



Should you have any further queries or require clarification on anything enclosed
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours faithfully,

Mary Stack AN BORD PLEANALA
Environment and Planning. TIME BY
- 1 OCT 2013
LTR-DATED FROM
PL
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Guidelines on the treatment of tourism in an
Environmental Impact Statement

1. Introduction

Tourism is a significant component of the Irish Economy - estimated to employ
approximately 190,000 people — and contributing over €5.3 billion in spending to
the economy in 2009, The environment is one of the main resources upon which
this activity depends - so it is Important that the EIS evaluates whether and how
the interacting impacts of a project are likely to affect tourism resources.

The purpose of this short note is to provide guidance on how these impacts can
be assessed through the existing EIA process. Undertaking an EIA is governed by
the EIA Advice Notes published by the EPA. These Advice Notes contain detailed
guidance on how to describe and evaluate the effects arising from a range of
projects, including tourism projects.

These guidelines were written with the assistance of Conor Skehan, Head of
Department of Envirenment and Planning, Dublin Institute of Technology.
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2. Tourism and the Environment
There are two interactions between tourism and the environment.

1. Impacts caused by Tourism Projects
2. Impacts affecting Tourism (e.g. the quality of a destination or a tourism
activity)

Impacts caused by Tourism Projects

Tourism projects can give rise to effects on the environment. These are
specifically dealt with under a number of Project Types in the Advice Notes,
specifically:

12 TOURISM AND LEISURE

a. Ski-runs, ski-lifts and cable-cars where the length would exceed 500 metres
and associated developments. Project Type 20

b. Sea water marinas where the number of berths would exceed 300 and fresh
water marinas where the number of berths would exceed 100. Project Type 10

c. Holiday villages which would consist of more than 100 holiday homes outside
built-up areas; hotel complexes outside built-up areas which would have an area
of 20 hectares or more or an accommadation capacity exceeding 300 bedrooms.
Project Type 28

d. Permanent camp sites and caravan sites where the number of pitches would be
greater than 100. Project Type 28

e. Theme parks occupying an area greater than 5 hectares. Project Type 29

Figure 1 The Advice Notes contain detalled descriptions on how to describe and evaluate
the effects arising from a range of tourism projects.

Impacts affecting Tourism

Environmental effects of other projects on tourism are not specifically addressed
in the Advice Notes. Taking account of the significance of tourism to the Irish
economy a specialist topic of ‘Tourism’ has been prepared to facilitate a
systematic evaluation of effects on this sector within the format laid down for
other parts of the Environmental Impact Statement.

It is not intended that the assessment of effects on tourism should become a
separate section of the Impact Statement, instead it is intended to become a
specialist sub-section of the topic ‘Human Beings’ which is currently described in
Section 2 of the Advice Notes



3. Tourism in the Existing Environment

Introduction
Visitor attitude surveys reveal that the following factors - in order of priority
are the reasons that tourists visit and enjoy Ireland:

-~ Beautiful scenery

~ Friendly & hospitable people

- Safe & Secure

- Easy, relaxed pace of life

-~ Unspoilt environment

- Nature, wildlife, flora

- Interesting history & culture

- Plenty of things to see and do

- Good range of natural attractions

It is noteworthy that over half of the factors listed are environmental and that all
others are related to the way of life of the people. The following describes how
these factors are considered within an EIS, set out under EIA topic headings, and
how they interact with tourism.

Beautiful scenery

This is covered in the ‘Landscape’ Section. Particular attention needs to be
paid to effects on views from existing purpose-built tourism facilities,
especially hotels, as well as views from touring routes and walking trails.
It 1s important to note that there appears to be evidence that the visitor's
expectations of ‘beautiful’ scenery does not exclude an admiration of new
modern developments - such as windfarms - which appear to be seen as
indicative of an modern, informed and responsible attitude to the
environment.

Friendly & hospitable people

This is not an environmental factor though it is indirectly covered under
the ‘Human Beings' section of the EIS. The principal factor is the ratio of
visitors to residents. This is of less significance in areas with long-
established patterns of tourism.

Safe & Secure

This is not an environmental issue - though some of the factors that are
sometimes covered under the heading of ‘Human Beings’ - such as social
inclusion or poverty - can point to likely effects and interactions.

Easy, relaxed pace of life
This is not an environmental issue though it is partially covered under
'Human Beings’ - see comments above.



Unspoilt environment

This is covered under the sections dealing with 'Landscape’, ‘Flora’ and
‘Fauna' and to a lesser extent under emissions to ‘Water’ and 'Air'. In
some instances traffic congestion, especially in rural areas, can be an
issue, this is usually covered within *‘Material Assets’.

Nature, wildlife, flora

This is principally covered under the headings of ‘Flora’ and 'Fauna’ and to
a lesser extent by 'Landscape’, ‘Water’ and 'Air’. The principal issues being
to avoid any effects that might reduce the health or extent of the habitats.
This can occur either directly, by impinging on the site, or indirectly,
through emission, that can affect the natural resources, like clean water,
which the habitat depends on. It also considers effect on physical access
to and visibility of these sites. Qccasionally there are concerns about the
disturbance or wear and tear of visitor numbers to such sites.

Interesting history & culture

This is principally covered under ‘Cultural Heritage' and, to a lesser extent,
under ‘Human Beings’. The principal issues being to avoid damage to sites
and structures of cultural, historical, archaeological or architectural
significance - and to their contexts or settings. It also considers effect on
physical access to and visibility of these sites. Occasionally there are
concerns about the wear and tear of visitor numbers to such sites.

Plenty of things to see and do.

This is not an environmental issue though it is partially covered by the
‘Human Beings' section, where the tourism resources of an area are
described and assessed.

Good range of natural attractions
This is covered by the ‘Landscape’, ‘Flora’, ‘Fauna’, and 'Cultural Heritage'
sections of the EIS.
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Tourism can be affected both by the structures or emissions of neWw YevelopTIeNtS
as well as by interactions between new activities and tourism activities - for
example the effects of high volumes of heavy goods vehicles passing through
hitherto quiet, scenic, rural areas. Tourism can be affected by a number of the
characteristics of the new project such as:

- New Developments
- Social Considerations
~ lLand-uses and Activities

~ New Developments - will the development stimulate or suppress demand for
additional tourism development in the area? If so, what type, how much and
where? Marinas, golf courses, other major sporting facilities as well as theme
parks and larger conference facilities can all stimulate the emergence of new
accommodation, catering and leisure facilities often within an extensive area
around a new primary visitor facility. Extensive urbanisation and large scale
infrastructure as well as certain processing and extractive industries all have
the potential to suppress demand for additional tourism - but usually only in
the immediate locality of the new development. It should be noted however,
that some types of new or improved large scale infrastructure — such as roads
- can improve the visitor experience - by increasing safety and comfort or
can convey a sense of environmental responsibility - such as wind turbines.

- Social Consideration - will the development change patterns and types of
activity and land use? Will it affect the demographics, economy or sacial
dynamics of the locality?

- Land-use - will there be severance, loss of rights of way or amenities,
conflicts, or other changes likely to ultimately alter the character and use of
the tourism resources in the surrounding area?

Existing Tourism

In the area likely to be affected by the proposed development, the following
attributes of tourism, or the reseurces that sustain tourism, should be described
under the following headings.

Note that the detailed description and analysls will usually be covered in the
section dealing with the relevant environmental topic - such as ‘Landscape’. Only
the relevant finding as to the likely significance to, or effect on, tourism needs to
be summarised in this section.

Context

Indicate the location of sensitive neighbouring tourism resources that are likely to
be directly affected, and other premises which although located elsewhere, may
be the subject of secondary impacts such as alteration of traffic flows or
increased urban development. The following should be noted in particular:



— Hotels, conference centres, holiday accommodation - including holiday
villages, holiday homes, and caravan parks.

~ Visitor centres, Interpretive centres and theme parks

- Golf courses, adventure sport centres and other visitor sporting facilities

- Marinas and boating facilities

— Angling facilities

~ Equestrian facilities

- Tourism-refated specialist retailers and visitor facilities

- Historic and Cultural Sites

- Pedestrian, cycling, equestrian, vehicular and coach touring routes

Indicate the numbers of premises and visitors likely to be directly affected directly
and indirectly.

Identify and quantify, where possible, their potential receptors of impacts, noting
in particular transient populations, such as drivers, walkers, seasonal and other
non-resident groups.

Describe any significant trends evident in the overall growth or decline of these
numbers, or of any changes in the proportion of one type of activity relative to
any other.

Indicate any commercial tourism activity which likely to be directly affected, with
resultant environmental impacts.

Character
Indicate the occupations, activities or interests of principal types of tourism in the
area. - Where relevant, describe the specific snvironmental resources or

attributes in the existing environment which each group uses or values; where
relevant, indicate the time, duration or seasonality of any of those activities. For
example describe the number of guides, boats and anglers who use a salmon
fishery and the duration of the salmon season as well as the quantity and type of
local accommodation that is believed to be used by the anglers.

Significance

Indicate the significance of the principal tourism assets or activities likely to be
affected. Refer to any existing formal or published designation or recognition of
such significance. Where possible provide an estimate of the contribution of such
tourism activities to the local economy. For instance refer to the number of
annual visitors to a tourism attraction or te the grading of a hotel.

Sensitivity

Describe any significant concerns, fears or opposition to the development known
to exist among tourism interests. Identify, where possible, the particular aspect
of the development which is of concern, together with the part of the existing
tourism resource which may be threatened. For instance describe the extent of a
potential visual intrusion onto a site of historic significance which is the main local
tourist attraction.



5. Impacts on Tourism

"Do Nothing” Impact;
Describe how trends evident in the existing environment will continue and how
these trends will affect tourism.

Predicted impact;

Describe the location, type, significance, magnitude/extent of the tourism
activities or assets that are likely to be affected.

Describe how the new development will affect the balance between fong-
established and new dwellers in an area and it's affect on the cultural or
linguistic distinctiveness of an area. For example describe the effect of a
new multi-natiopal population required for an international call-centre
located in a Gaeltacht area.

Describe how changes in patterns of employment, land use and economic
activity arising from the proposed development will affect tourism, for
example, illustrating how a new industrial development will diversify local
employment opportunities thereby reducing the area’s unsustainable over-
reliance on seasonal tourism.

Describe the consequences of change, referring to indirect, secondary and
cumulative impacts on tourism; Examples can include describing how the
new development may lead to a reduced assimilative capacity for traffic or
water during the peak of the tourism season or how new wurbanism
combined with existing patterns of tourism may lead to unsustainable
levels of pedestrian traffic through a sensitive habitat.

Describe the potential for interaction between changes induced in tourism
and other uses that may affect the environment - for instance increasing
new tourism-related housing affecting water resources or structures

Describe the worst case for tourism if all mitigation measures fail.




6. Mitigating adverse impact on Tourism
Describe the mitigation measures proposed to:

- avoid sensitive tourism resources - such as views, access, and amenity
areas including habitats as well as historical or cultural sites and
structures.

- reduce the exposure of sensitive resources to excessive environmental
burdens arising from the development’s emissions or volumes of traffic
[pedestrian and vehicular], and/or losses of amenity arising from visually
conspicuous elements of the development - for example by prioritizing
visual screening of views from a hotel towards a quarry.

-~ reduce the adverse effects to tourism land uses and patterns of activities -
especially through interactions arising from significant changes in the
intensity of use or contrasts of character or appearance - for example by
separating traffic routes for industrial and tourism traffic.

- remedy any unavoidable significant residual adverse effects on tourism
resources or activities, for example by providing alternative access to
tourism amenities - such as waterways or monuments.
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From: Mary Stack <Mary.Stack@failteireland ie>

Sent: 01 October 2013 10:06

To: Kieran Doherty

Cc: Eoin McDonnell

Subject: Ref 02 V50002 North South Interconnector

Attachments: An Bord Pleanala 01 10 13 pdf; ATTO0001.txt; ATTO0002.htm
Kieran,

As discussed please see attached Failte Ireland’s submission in relation to the recent EIA scoping
request on the North South 400kV Interconnector. A hard copy will follow in the post. I would
appreciate it if you could confirm receipt by return email.

All the best,
Mary.
Mary Stack
DOastination Develapmant | Foilte {reland | 98 95 Anvens St | Dbyl 1 -
T: + 353 1 8847201 | M: 086 1200403 AN BORD PLEANALA
W: www failteireland.ie TIME BY
-1 QCT 2013
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The Secretary
An Bord Pleanala -1 OCT 2013
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1 LTR-DATED FROM
PL
27.09.13
Re: North - South 400kV Interconnector
Ref: 02.vS0002
Dear Sir/Madam,

Thank you for referring information on the 3" September regarding the above to An Taisce for comment.
We note the covering letter from Mr Des Cox of Eirgrid and the Preferred Project Solution Report. This early
consultation process is most welcomed.

The strate'gic argument for the interconnector ta enhance the network is appreciated. However, the impact
on the built and natural environment need to be fully considered, and the route designed and constructed
in a manner sensitive to those environmental considerations. In this regard An Taisce is conscious of Natura
2000 sites, protected structures and national monuments in proximity and ask that due care is taken of
these in the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement.

In reviewing the Preferred Project Solution Report, it is wish to raise the following:

Landscape Character

The interconnector passes through the spine of County Monaghan, which has a landscape predominantly
known for its drumlins features. An evaluation is required, with regard to Monaghan County Council
Landscape Character Assessment (2008), to ensure that the landscape is not adversely impacted by the
proposed. The Landscape Character Assessment can be used as a basis for informing the impact of the
interconnector and in order that local character is recognised in the proposed scheme. The applicant
should be aware of concern raised in the Landscape Character Assessment in relation to high voltage power
lines:

The future upgrades of the National Transmission Network have the potential to significantly
affect the physical landscope of Co. Monaghon which the County Development Plon seeks to
protect, Every effort should be made to ensure thot any future developments in this oreg do not
have o negative impact on our drumiin landscape, the buiit environment or the quality of life or
our people.

Further care should be taken with regard the landscape character of bath Cavan and Meath. Some key
components which landscape character consider include: landforms, land-covers; historical patterns; visual

The Fardors’ Hall, Rack tane, Dublin 8, elnd | Telephone 01 454 1756 [ Fan-0) A%y 3255
Lww gnioesce g
Company Repstiat on Mo 12909 | Chas ty Referen Ny (HY 47401
ars FHAN2tt | ) Leahy |8 Mahgan | O Muarphy | B R bwond (Bt MELPH wlay | CStanley Sauth ((intish) JTRTLE

Working for a Better Cuality of Life ~ For Now and For Future Generations
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and sensory perceptions; historical asseciations; ecological integrity; and visual impact. Landscape has
become an increasingly contentious topic as those who have ties to landscapes view and use it different
ways. The term landscape has broad meaning and conjures up a range of expectations for different people.

Human Beings

Taking Managhan as an example - the most recent census data (2011) reveals an increase in the population
of Monaghan from 55,997 {2006} to 60,495 (2011) representing an overall increase of 7.4% similar to that
between the periods of 2002  2006. The population is generally dispersed throughout rural areas with an
estimated 30% being located in urban areas. Significant future population increases are not predicted in
urban areas and with a common trend in applications for single rural housing.

Given the abave case in Monaghahn and the intent of the County Development Plans in each county to
protect quality of life of humans, a full assessment is required on the impact on human beings and
residential amenity within the Environmental Impact Assessme 1.

It is noted that the preferred route, in order to mitigate the impacts have made efforts to avoid nucleated
settlements and single rural houses, this is considered reasonable. However, the applicant should have
considered alternatives when arriving at this route. Therefore, it is asked of the applicant, within the
Environmental Impact Assessment, to provide information on alternative routes, including the impact of
the most direct route, notwithstanding single rural houses. The cost of avoiding single-rural houses is
considered to be significant for environmental, social and economical reasons and it is important to realise
the adverse impacts involved given the scale of the project.

Material Assets, including the Architectural and Archaeological Heritage, and the Cultural Heritage

Tailtean and Donoughpatrick

The area of the Blackwater Valley between the R163 and Proposed Pylon 302 to the crossing with the R147
at Proposed Pylon 313 is a cultural heritage and archaeological landscape of national significance. Telltown
is the centre of a Bronze Age / Iron Age complex of earthwork monuments and the location of the ancient
Tailtean Games. Donaghpatrick is an early Christian acclasiastical site associated with Saint Patrick. Any
proposed routing in this area needs to address the significance of the layers of cultural heritage and the
tandscape setting of both the individual monuments and their relationship to one and other.

Boyne River Crossing

The Boyne River crossing at Proposed Pylon 353 to Proposed Pylon 357 includes . This is a point of major
sensitivity because of the Special Area of Conservation, landscape quality and quality of riverine corridor.
There is a particular impact on the landscape setting of the significant National Monument of Bective
Abbey. Proposed Pylon 354 and Proposed Pylon 355 are on elevated ground less than 1 kilometre to the
west of the monument. Ecological and archaeological screening is important at this location to mitigate and
realise potential impacts.

Old Navan to Kingscourt Railway

Proposed Pylon 315 is in close proximity to the redundant Navan to Kingscourt Railway. An evaluation is
required on the proximity of a pylon to the line in terms of future re-use of the line as a commercial or
freight railway line or more probably the impact of the pylon on any proposals to develop a watking and
cycling greenway along the disused line. An evaluation is required the economic impact on future potential
for tourism in the area.

Page2of3
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It is asked to consider all the above including their relationship with ane another. Furthermore, the impacts
of any future decommissioning should be taken into account given the constant changing technologies in

this field.

Please acknowledge receipt of this submission and adviser further of any outcomes.

Yours sincerely,

Tomas Bradley
Planning & Environmental Palicy Officer
tomas.bradley@antaisce.org

AN BORD PLEANALA

TIME BY

- 1 GCT 2013
LTR-DATED FROM
PL
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From: SIDS
Sent: 01 October 2013 10:22
To: Kieran Doherty
Subject: FW: 02.VADDO2 (North South 400kV Interconnector)
Attachments: 20130927-ABP-VS0002.docx
4N BORD PLEANALA
TIME BY
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From: Bord
Sent: 01 October 2013 10:12 LTR-DATED FROM
To: SIDS
Subject: FW: 02.VAQD02 (North South 400kV Interconnector) PL
From: tomaspbradiey@amail.com [mailto:tomaspbradiey@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Tomas Bradley
Sent: 01 October 2013 09:58
To: Bord

Subject: Ref: 02.VA0002 (North South 400kV Interconnector)

SirfMadam,

Thank you for referring the above application lo An Talsce for comment.
Please see attached submission.

Please acknowledge receipt of our submission and advise us of any outcomes.
Regards.

Tomas Bradley

Tailars” HaH, Back Lane, Dubhin 8, hetand | Tetephone 01453 1786 | Fax 01 453 3255
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— == -E: -—=- - = - | Environmentat Health Service,
Fr e HSE Wast,
Civic Offices,
- Limerick Road,
. . Nenagh,
Feidhmeannachi na Seirbhise Slilnte
licalth Service Executive Co. Tipperary.
Tel: 067-46601
Fax: 067-46620
Mr Kieran Doherty
Executive Officer
An Bord Pleanala
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1 z
ANBORD PLEA A
27" September 2013 TIME gY 1[ w3
Your ref: 02.V$0002 03 GCT 2013
Our ref: ID0043 Q
LTR-DATED___FRDM
Dear Sir, PL

North South 400kV Interconnector

Scoping of EIA

Reference is made to your letter dated 3" September 2013 and your request for input
into the scoping of the EIA for the North South 400kV Interconnector.

Your request was circulated to the following within the HSE:

Environmental Health Service

Estates

Emergency Planning

Health Protection

Regional Director of Performance and Integration

Responses were made from the Environmental Health Service. The contact within the

Environmental Health Service (EHS) is Andrew Sulley (Andrew.sulle: « hse.je),

06746603. Enclosed is a submission from Ms Irene McCabe, Environmental Health

Officer, Cavan and Monaghan.



Public Consultation

The EHS consider early public consultation and engagement an imporiant aspect of
the EIA process. The EHS have attended public information days and engaged
directly with Eirgrid on this project. Section 2 of the Preferred Project Solution
Report, July 2013, published by Eirgrid detail the public consultation undertaken and
its outcomes.

The EHS are satisfied this accurately reflects the process undertaken and follows good
practice models of public consultation and engagement. In particular the EHS
requested that the results of the consultation could be identified in the final decision
making. The EHS are satisfied that this request has been fulfilled.

Consideration of What Should be Included in the EIA

Chapter 6 of the Preferred Project Solution Report details what Eirgrid consider
should be included in the EIA. The EHS has the following comments:

In section 6.2.4.4 details are given that the potential effects on water will be assessed.
In the experience of the EHS there are instances in previous EIAs where private
residential drinking water wells are not documented and sometimes not included in
the EIA. It is therefore essential the EIA includes a process where all private and
commercial drinking water sources are identified.

In section 6.2.4.5 consideration is given to inclusion of impacts on air in the E1A. In
the experience of the EHS the setting of absolute limits for noise (for example 45
dB(A) night time and 55 dB(A) is not always acceptable in quiet rural areas.
Consideration should therefore be given to assessing the predicted increase in noise
above background levels in the EIA and any potential for nuisance from this increase.

Baseline must be representative.
Electro Magnetic Fields

The EIA should include assessment and comparison of impacts from the different
options of above and below ground, as this has been identified as a significant

concern of people during this type of development proposal.

J



Construction Management

The EIA should include an Environmental Construction Management Plan that
considers nmoise emissions, dust emissions, protection of surface and ground water and
waste disposal during the construction phase. Particularly the protection of surface
and ground water from accidental spillages of chemicals and increase in suspended

solids during excavation activity.

On Site Facilities for Construction Staff

The EIA should include details of site facilities for construction staff, including

drinking water sources and disposal of foul waste water.

Ymﬂg Faithfully,

Andrey Sk\i!ey
Senior Entironmental Health Officer



Environmental Health Service,
HSE Dublin/North East,
Cavan and Monaghan,

18 The Grange,

Plantation Walk,

Monaghan.

Tel No: +353 (0) 47-30906
Fax No: +353 (0) 47-62678

25" September, 2013

Ms. Claire O'Dwyer,

AJPrincipal Environmental Health Officer,
Environmental Health Office,

The Arcade,

Main Street,

Cavan.

Re: The North-South 400kV Electrical Transmission interconnector.

Planning Ref: 02.v§0002 EHIS Ref: 0043

Type of consultation: Request for information to be contained in an EIA for
the North-South 400kV Electrical Transmission Interconnector

Planning Authority:  An Bord Pleanala

Dear Claire,

| refer to the correspondance from An Bord Pleanala, requesting the opinion of
the Environmental Health Service on whal information should be included in the
EIA which Eirgrid will be conducting for the North-South 400kV Electrical
Transmission Interconnector.

The proposed North-South 400kV Interconnection Development runs through
counties Monaghan, Cavan and Meath.

This report is in relation to the development which is proposed to be located in
the counties Cavan and Monaghan.

In Eirgrid's Preferred Project Solution Report in July 2013, it states in Chapter 6
“A single EIS will be prepared for the project but, for convenience of users and



legibility, at this stage it is likely that it will be divided into two parts. It is likely that
Part A will provide details of the project primarily as it passes through County
Meath and Part B will provide details of the project primarily as it passes through
Counties Cavan and Monaghan. Chapter 6 also outlines the aspects that Eirgrid
will consider in the EIA process.

In identifying the matters to be considered, the Eirgrid report has reiterated that
the provisions of Annex IV of the Codified EIA Directive, Schedule 6 to the
Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), and Project Type
20 in the EPA Advice Notes on Current Practice in the preparation of
Environmental Impact Statements (September 2003) relating to OHLs have been
used as a reference point. Recently issued guidance from the Department of
Environment, Community and Local Government (DOECLG) - Guidelines for
Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleandia on carrying out EIA (March 2013) and
the European Commission — Guidance on the Application of the Environmental
Impact Assessment Procedure for Large-scale Transboundary Projects (May
2013), have also been considerations. It also states that the assessment will
include the following points;

Human Beings

Potential for Effects: There is potential for effects on amenities, settlement
patterns and new land uses. Concerns have been raised in refation to a variety of
other areas including tourism, economic aclivity, employment, property,
agriculture and human and animal health.

Socio-Economic

Consideration: This section will take into account the statistical demographic
profile of the study area, including population numbers, population change, age
profile, employment and unemployment levels, and social class (which includes a
study of the type of employment occurring).

Electric and Magnetic Fields (EMF)

Consideration: This will weigh up the potential for impacts from Electric and
Magnetic Fields (EMF) arising from the proposed development. The study area
for this assessment includes a distance of up to 100m either side of the line. The
assessment will also address the nature of electro-magnetic fields (EMF).

Water

Potential for Effects: There is potential for effects on water arising from
interference with water courses during construction and ground/surface water
quality impairment due to leakages.

Consideration: This will comprise a desktop analysis supplemented by site visits
to establish a baseline for ground and surface water in the study area, including
water quality.



Air

Potential for Effects: There is potential for effects arising from noise
(construction and/or operation) and dust (construction).

Consideration; This will consider the potential for impacts from noise and air
quality dust arising from the proposed development.

Consultation
This will focus on how consultation was undertaken for the project and the

identification of issues relevant to the EIA through the on-going consultation
process.

The Environmental Health service would agree that the above areas are covered
during the EIA process. Also, it should be ensured that all concerns arising from
the public consultations are dealt with in a thorough and transparent manner,
using the most up to date expertise and research available.

Yours faithfully,

irene McCabe |
Environmental Health Officer
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TIME
Kieran Doherty, — Y
Executive Officer, 27 SEP 2013
An Bord Pleanala,
64 Marlborough Street, LTR-DATED FROM
Dublin 1. PL
26™ September, 2013
Re: North-South 400kV Interconnector
Dear Mr Doherty,

We refer to your letter dated the 3" September last relating to the above-mentioned proposed
development.

Inland Fisheries Irefand (IFl} is a Statutory Body established on the 1* July, 2010, Under Section 7{1)
of the Inland fisheries Act 2010 {No. 10 of 2010} the principal function of IFl is the protection,
management and conservation of the inland fisheries resource.

Having examined the Preferred Project Solution Report we have the following comments to make.

The preferred route crosses a number of river catchments (Table 1) and has the potential to impact
an a wide range of important fisheries waters including areas designated as SACs, angling waters,
adult holding areas, nursery and spawning areas, etc., forming parts of the Eastern, Neagh Bann and
North Western International River Basin Districts. The potential impacts of the proposed
development on fisheries relate largely to the construction of access roads and the towers. Many of
the proposed tower sites are located adjacent to smaller watercourses, which act primarily as
contributories to downstream habitat for juvenile salmonids, lamprey and other species as well as
macrophytes, algae and macroinvertebrates, which as drift form a significant part of the food supply
to the downstream fisheries. All of the waters referred to have, in the context of the proposed
development, the potential to convey deleterious matter from the works such as silt, concrete, fuel,
tubricating fuels and oils from construction plant and equipment downstream unless proper
safeguards are in place.

Tower Numbers | RBD Catchment River
103-109 Neagh Bann Monaghan Cor/Clontibret

Blackwater
110-130 Fane Upper Fane
131-200 North West Erne Dromore

Knappagh

201-224 Neagh Bann Glyde Main channel and tributaries
225-274 Neagh Bann Dee Tributaries
275-397 Eastern Boyne Main channel and tributaries
398-409 Eastern Tolka Tributaries

Table 1. Catchments crossed in proposed development.
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All of the above listed catchments contain valuable $HéFPATEBItat withesedicks of salronid and
coarse fish, Some of these catchments contain speciga protected under the Habniais Directive
including Atlantic Salmon and Lamprey. The River Boyne ard theMel's*Blackwater are praposed SACS
with populations of Atlantic Salmon and lamprey.

All natural watercourses which have to be traversed during site development and road construction
works should be effectively bridged prior to commencement. |f temporary crossing structures are
required; IF1 approval will be necessary as regards specification and timing of installation. There is
sometimes a misconception that in installing temporary crossing structures, the only issue is keeping
water flowing from above a temporary crossing to below it. Design and choice of temporary crossing
structures must provide for passage of fish and macrainvertebrates, the requirement to protect
important fish habitats e.g. spawning and over-wintering areas, as well as preventing erosion and
sedimentation.

No crossing {temporary or permanent) on any watercourse shall be installed without the approval of
IFl as regards sizing, location, duration and timing. The preferred option is for clear span 'bridge type'
structures on fisheries waters. The crossing of watercourses at natural fords is not permitted
because of the amount of uncontrolled sedimentation that can be generated. The creation of fords
on streams and rivers through the introduction of stone is prohibited.

There are significant variations in the timing and duration of spawning activity throughout the
Republic of Ireland. To minimise adverse impacts on the fisheries resource works in rivers, streams
and watercourses should normally {except in exceptionai circumstances and with the agreement of
IF1) be carried out during the period July -September. The appropriate 'window’ for instream works
can vary depending on the nature of the fishery resource concerned and the existence of other
factors such as catchment or sub catchment specific Bye Laws and Regulations.

In terms of stability both during the construction and operational phases it is essential that the soil
type and structure at the proposed tower locations and along the route of any proposed access
track(s)/road(s) inciuding areas where temporary or permanent stockpiling of excavated material
takes place are assessed and critically reviewed. This is particularly important if the areas concerned
contain peat soils.

One of the potential impacts of the proposed development is the discharge of silt-laden waters to
fisheries streams from newly developed sites at which earth moving and excavation works are
ongoing. Silt can clog salmonid spawning beds, and juvenile salmonids are particularly sensitive to
siltation of gill structures. Similarly plant and macroinvertebrate communities can be blanketed over,
and this can lead to loss or degradation of valuable habitat. It is important to incorporate best
practices into construction methods and strategies to minimise discharges of silt/suspended solids to
waters.

Uncured concrate can kill fish and macroinvertebrates by altering the pH of the water. Pre-cast
concrete should be used whenever possible, to eliminate the risk to all forms of aquatic life. When
cast-in-place concrete is required, all work must be done in the dry and effectively isolated from any
water that may enter the drainage network for a period sufficient to cure the concrete. Concrete
delivery vehicles should be precluded from washing out at locations which would result in a
discharge to surface waters. Specific controlled and environmentally safe vehicle washout areas
must be provided. If cement is stored on site during construction wark, it should be held in a dry
secure area when not in use.

All oils and fuels should be stored in secure bunded areas and particular care and attention should
be taken during refuelling and maintenance operations on plant and equipment. Bunding should be



designed to recommended standards. All plant and equipment should carry oil fuel spill kits. Where
temporary diesel or petrol driven pumps are required, they should be sited within portable
temporary bunded units. Where site works involve the discharge of drainage water to receiving
rivers and streams, temporary oil interceptor facilities should be installed and maintained.

No instream works shall be carried out without the written approval of Inland Fisheries Ireland.

In the event of the project proceeding it is the responsibility of the developer and the contractors to
ensure that works will not give rise to a discharge of deleterious or polluting matter to waters.

At all times the precautionary principle should be applied throughout for the entire development.
Particular attention should be paid to the varicus environmental directives including the Water
Framewaork Directive, the Habitat and Birds Directives, the Fisherias Acts in particular, and the Local
Government (Water Pollution) Acts. Other environmental legislation should be considered as
appropriate.

Yours faithfully,

Lmti&cuﬁc "chw,

Michaela Kirrane
Senior Fisheries Environmental Officer

CC Cormac Goulding (NWIRBD)
Noel McGloin, Gretta Hannigan & Brian Beckett (ERBD)

Ceantar Abhantrai an Oirthir, 1Sa An Phriom, An Charraig Dhubh, Co. Bhaile Atha Cliach.
Eastern River Basin District, | 5a Main Strect Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
+ 353 (0)1 2787022 erbd@fisheriesireland ie www fisheriesireland.ie
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Your Ref 02 VS0002
Our Ref M/2013/0509/DETEIA

(Please quote at all tmes)
Strategie Manning D vis on

Kieran Doherty Millennium House
17 =25 Great Victora S eet

Executive Off er Belfast
An Bord Pleanala BT2 78BN
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin

ontact Ryan Nolan

Telephone {(G28) 9041 6841

Dear Sir

Response to An Board Pleanala re Er Gnd scoping request n relation to North
South interconn ctor praoject

 refer to your etter dated 8" November 2013 and accompanying information
requesting an opinion as to the nformation provided in the Environmental
Statement o be submitted wilh an apphlcation n respect of the above proposal n
the Republic of Ireland

The Department has consuited

DRD Roads Service

NIEA Natural Heritage

NIEA. Landscape Architect Branch

NIEA Protecting Histor c Monuments

NIEA Protecting Histor ¢ Buldings

NIEA Land Resource Management

NIEA Water Management Unit

Rivers Agency

Armagh City and Distr ct Counct Environmenta Health Depanment
Dungannon and South Tyrane Borough Council Frvironmental Hea th Department

To date the Department have ecewed esponses from Rivers Agency NIEA
Protecting Historic Monurmen s NIEA YYater Management Unt and NIEA
Landscape Architect Branch i each nstance the applicant should efer to the
ndividual comments enclosed for their detailed requirements fany lanficat

s required you should haise with the consu tees d rectly Further responses wl be
forwarded in due course The following nformation below summar ses the
responses received to date

Rivers Agency No comments provided
VIEA Water Management Uit No comments provided

EA Protecting Histonc Monuments have commentad that any Envi nnena
Nement yhich aceempanies this appheatorn shoukt o ade ar 3t Faer ura
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s cssment of the potential impacts of the proposal on the known archa o ogy and
the potential for {(and mit gation of) prev cusly unrecorded below ground
archaeclogical remamns as per Pol cy BH 3 of P anning Policy Statement 8 They
have stated that the Cultural Hentage section menticned in the "Preferred Project
Soiut on Repont should ncude a comprehensive desk based assessment, field
nspect on dentification of po ental physical and visuai impacls upon ihe hisioric
environment of N Ireland and recommendat ons for archaec ogical m tigation
ahead of deve opment

NIEA Landscape Arctutect Branch h gh ighted that the following guidance should
be cons dered |he methodology advocated by Guidelines for Landscape and
Visual Impa_t Assessme t 3 ' edition publisl ed Apnl 2013, by L e Landscape
Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment The
Landscape nstitute Advice Note 1/11 " Photography and Photomontage n
Landscape and V sua Impact Assessment’ should also be considered

You should also note that th s opinion does not preclude the Depaniment from
equiring further information over and above ihat set outi above.

Yours faithfully

R
p (\—)/, _‘—-.)
Philip Stinson

Principal Planning Officer
Strategic Planning Division



NIEA Histonc Monuments thut
Waterman House
5 33 Hill Street

Beifast
BT12LA
Planning Service Ref M 2013/0509/DETEIA
NIEA HMU ref; SM11/1 TYR 54 55,61 828 ARM 11 15 19
Site: Lands between the proposed new MIE substauon at the ear of

152 Trewmount Road Moy Co Tyrone i the townand of
Turleenan to lhe townlands of Doohat or Crossieagh a d
Crosshane Co A magh on the border with ROI

27111113

HIEA Histonic Monuments Unit can only comment on the aspects of this proposal that affect recorded
and | reviously unrecorded archagotogical remains within No thern Ireland we note that there may be

sonie ansboundary effects of Lins propusal un the luslone envirorement of Nuihem lrefand

nsequently NIEA H tor Monumerts Umt expect that any Environmental Statement which

companes {his application should n lude an archaeological secton or if an ES is not required,

e would request n archaeological assessm nt 1 the potenbial mpacts of this proposal on the

known archaeology and the potential for (and mtigat on of) previously unrecorded below ground
archaeclogicatremamns sper olc B 3of P &

We have not d Section 6 2 4 @ Cultural Hentage” within the Preferred Project Solut on Report
and adwise that this would form a sound basis for a cultural section within an ES or an
archaeological mpact assessment  This should include a comprehenswe desk based
assessment. field nspecton dentf caton ol potential physical and visual impacts pon the
histonic environment of Northern ireland and recommendations for archaeolcgical mitigation
ahead of development

Issued on behalf {
NIEA: Historic Monum nts nit
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"

Westein Area Planning Office
Lecal Planming Divis on
Depariment Of Env ronment
Counly Hall

Drumragh avenue
Lisnamallard

Omagh

BT79 7AF

Nurthern ireland Fnvitonment Aget
Natural Hentag -

[ andscape Archi ecls

K ondyke Building

Cromae Avenue

Malone Lower

BELFASI

BT 2 A

Date . Deccember G113
lelephone 028 905 69613

Lnal ani 3pe Al hitects@doen gov
Your Ref M/2013 0509/DF TEIA
Lurd ef

The Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern lreland)

2012 (The “EIA Regulations )

es r ption of Proposal Nerth South Interconnector

ocation Trewmount Road, Moy to Townland of Crossbane in Co Armagh

Eir Grid scoping request in relation to project

NIEA Landscape Architects does not hold any specific information 1 the site,

in considering the landscape and visual impact of the proposed development, the latest
avallable gwdance on Landscape and Visual impact Assessmant methodology should be
employed NIEA andscape Archilects would reconmnend tiwe melhodology advocdled by
Gtudelnes for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment” 3™ Edition published Apnl
2 13 by the Landscape insttute and nstitute of Environmenta Managemenl and

Assessment

The Landscape Inst tule Advice Note 1/11: “Phot -graphy and Photomontage in Landsc

and Visual inpact Assessment” should also e cor sidered

I trust the above s of gssistance and f you have ¢ eries please do not hesdale to ¢ ntact

me

Issued on behalf of
Mr £JM Miller
Principal Landscape Aichitadd
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Ryan Nolan 178 3Al
NDepartment of the Enviranment
Strategic Planning Div sion 27 November 2013
Millenium House
2" Floor

17-25 Great Victona Stieet
Malane L_ower
Belfast

BTZ 7BN. Your Ref
M/2013/0509/DETEIA
Qur Ref WMU/PC/ 21566 1

Bear Mi Nolan

Type- PS - EIA Deter

RE: Eir Grid scoping request in relation to North South interconnector project.
Location: Lands between the proposed new NIE substatation at the rear of 152
Trewmount Road, Moy, Co Tyrone n the townland of Turleenan to the townlands of
Dochat or Crossreagh and Crosshane Co Armagh, on the border with the Republic of
Ireland.

1he Noithern relar d Environment Agency Water Manageimen  Jiit (NIEA WMU)
acknowledges receipt of a consultation dated 15 November 201  reqgarding the above
development

NIEA WMU  ao no conuments to masxe on the potential transbot ndary impact of this proposal

Issued an behalf of
Water Management it
Northern lreland Environment Agen y
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