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Our Case Number: ABP-317121-23

Planning Authority Reference Number: p—

Greater Dorset Street Together
c/o Kelliher Miller Architects

10 Blessington Court

Dublin 7

Date: 13th September 2023

Re: BusConnects Swords to City Centre Bus Corridor Scheme
Swords to Dublin City Centre

Dear Sir / Madam,

An Bord Pleanala has received your recent submission in relation to the above-mentioned proposed
road development and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter. Please accept
this letter as a receipt for the fee of €50 that you have paid.

Please note that the proposed road development shall not be carried out unless the Board has
approved it or approved it with modifications.

The Board has also received an application for confirmation of a compulsory purchase order which
relates to this proposed road development. The Board has absolute discretion to hold an oral hearing
in respect of any application before it, in accordance with section 218 of the Planning and
Development Act 2000, as amended. Accordingly, the Board will inform you in due course on this
matter. The Board shall also make a decision on both applications at the same time.

If you have any queries in relation to this matter, please contact the undersigned officer of the Board at
laps@pleanala.ie

Please quote the above-mentioned An Bord Pleanéla reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Board. )

Yours faithfully,

4w4 MM

, Elmear Reilly
Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737184
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Greater Dorset Street Together Group Submission

Oth September 2023




WHO WE ARE

We represent a collection of local resident advocacy groups and businesses in " Y EET ETREET TN BT E L Ey - -
the Dorset Street Area of Dublin 1 and 7, where we work. R Al LT b L=t WEHERE TO FIND US

Our mission is fo study the cause of the degeneration of Dorset Street, Dublin 1 8856 Dortel Sjrest Upper

and its environs and to identify solutions to reverse the decline. JOIN THE CONV ERSATION o%“wb;aolo
AT OUR POP-UP SHOP LAUNCH
Since its establishment in 2018, The Greater Dorset Street Project Group has 2:30PM Sl
5 . 24TH OCTOBER 2018
grown and many representations have been madeto various stakeholders. 55-56 DORSET STREET UPPER, DUBLIN 1
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We support the Bus Connects Core Bus Project and view it as a once in a lifetime
opportunity to enhance our street.

Our mutual goals can be achieved through collaboration and careful
consideration of our observations on the scheme.

*  Professional Architecturad
ond Paming advics

Flanse tome

omhairte Cathract erin Dukio Buziness, Cuturs! aed
Cemrunty Group

{723} Folaw s at
| gersetstreamogsther

ha Cliath

Bhaite At jath
Dubtin City Coundil Lawer Norsat SOt Communty Soous




WIDTH AND LAYOUT OF DORSET STREET: THE CENTRAL MEDIAN

A key finding of the Greater Dorset Street Project was the disconnection
between both sides of the street caused by the dedication of road space fo a
central median and private car users.

The central median has the effect of slicing a barrier through the street creating
a carriageway effect through the densely populated urban district.

This has the unintended consequence of prioritising the street as a route rather
than a destination, which ultimately is a place where people live, work and visit.

Our proposal, which has the support of Dublin City Council, would
fundamentally reverse this impact by removing the median and redistributing
the space to either side of the roadway. The gained space would be dedicated
to greening, wider enhanced footpaths, and profected cycleways.

Bus Connects Project affords the opportunity to make this happen now.




WIDTH AND LAYOUT OF DORSET STREET: THE CENTRAL MEDIAN

Appendix G

MCA Table
Drumcondra Rd L

Despite our previous submissions, meetings and consultations, the proposed Bus e o ] P T
Connects Design Proposal has not taken on board any of our suggestions. and Do ot St L mmﬁ::ymomm::w: i Jacobs
While acknowledging that there is a neutral stance on the existing median, the Append|xG_ MCATable Drumcondra Rd Lr and Dorset St Lr

Bus Connects analysis of our proposal which forms part of the submission

(Appendix G of Bus Connects Planning Application) omits key assessment
criteria in its findings:
-The assessment fails to recognise the positive potential offered by the
redistribution of the central median space .
-No cost benefit analysis has been done to compare the benefit of an improved
public realm along a commercial street, with the capital costs of its construction.
Constructability © No full-depth pavement « Full-depth pavement construction
-No assessment is made of the health benefit as a result of low level planting S O e s
along footpaths to mitigate the effects of air pollution caused by traffic. The T B.... N
trees in the centre currently offer none due to their position and height. services required; mhmmﬁm
» All existing kerbs o New
-The conclusion that our architectural and cultural heritage will have no impact retained in posicion; bt e A s s
is simply false. Planting and enhancement of footpaths along our streetscape « Existing road gullies to be « Reconstruction of all existing road
will be a positive. Leaving the status quo is a negative. e e
Rank
-The conclusion that user safety wil be affected negatively by our proposal is Eslagmimpest | Nonpmts Nelnpon
false. The current prioritising of private car over pedestrians is the greatest risk to e — o e e —| 13 cising vess eteen Glonife
user safety. The dual carriageway effect blinds car users to the environment they Streetscape ::mumms;mmw Roadand s et b ke 4
are passing through with dangerous consequences. and re-used.
::sﬂm No user safety Issues. Additional parking potentially
leading to increased conflicts with
T oydists.
Architectural and No impacts. No impacts.
Cultural Heritage
Rank




WIDTH AND LAYOUT OF DORSET STREET: PUBLIC REALM

Dorset Street is not only a route to a terminal. It is a place where people live,
work and visit.

We want Bus Connects to recognise Dorset Street as a multi functional street:
a neighbourhood, a commercial district, a destination, aninner city location in
a densely populated area.

The proposal fails to recognise the following key components in its design:

-Place Status:

The reinforced framing of the dual cariageway design with no improvement to
the public realm is a lost opportunity fo improve public realm to the benefit of
all.

The forming of a terminus on both sides of Panell Square disregards the historical,
architectural and cultural significance of our Georgian Historic Quarter.

-Pedestrian Activity:
No improvement of footpaths widths or decluttering to make safer, more user
friendly pavements in a highly pedestrianised area.

-Commercial activity:
No allowance for deliveries or access in the design. Removal of left turns further
exacerbating the current problem.

HIGHER

Centres include areas that are the focus of economic and cultural

; | acfivity. Many cities, towns and villages are defined by the image of

streets within their Centres. Place status is at its highest. Larger City

4 and Town centres may occupy a numbser of blocks whilst smaller
Village cenires may only occupy a single sireet. Pedestrian activity

is high as this is where most people are traveling to and once there,

{11 will most likely travel on foot. Pedestrian activity is highest in Centre

=7| sireets that contain a concentration of retail and commercial

frontages that directly open onto the sireet.
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NEIGHBOURHOODS

Neighbourhoods include new and existing areas which are intensively
developed with medium to higher density housing and/or contain

a broad mix of uses. These areas generally include older areos that
represent the first stages of urban expansions and more recently
developed compact communities located towards the peripheries
of cities and towns (i.e. those in excess of 35 dwellings per ha).
Pedestrian activity ranges from higher to more moderate levels. The
highest levels of pedestrian activity occur along major streets which
connect destinations, where public transport services run. Such
streets may also contain dispersed retail and commercial frontages.

Extracts from May 2019 DMURS design publication




