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Landscaping Specification 
 
 

Document Ref. No:  2824-SBLS 

Note:  This Landscaping Specification document should be read in conjunction with the associated 
Landscaping Plan.  Drawing Ref. No:  2824-SBLP. 

 

 

Details:              For submission with new application.              

Planning No:    N/A.              

Applicant:         David Sykes. 

Proposed:         Retention and completion.                                                                                      

Location:           Effernogue, Ferns, Co. Wexford. 


__________________________________________________________________________ 

Biodiversity Planting Details:         Area/m2 ≈ 

Proposed Hedgerow Area:              600m2 

Proposed Woodland Area:              2400m2 

 

Total Proposed Biodiversity:           3000m2 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Brian Foran – Professional Profile: 
Throughout my many years of experience, I have designed & created numerous gardens & outdoor 
recreational spaces, including the design and creation of pollinator friendly ornamental planting 
arrangements and public gardens including hard landscaping elements. I have also created numerous 
native hedgerows, shelterbelts and tree groves. Appreciating the benefits of natural landscapes, 
plants, and the outdoors, I feel satisfied when my planting scheme creations improve people’s quality 
of life and improve our environment. I have completed various courses to increase my professional 
knowledge, one of the first being my Bachelor of Science in Horticulture which I was awarded in 2005. 
 
 

Landscaping Proposal:  
Measures to screen the existing and proposed works whilst considerably increasing native 
biodiversity and improving visual amenity by planting additional native hedgerows and woodlands 
around the site of the development. 

 

 

Summary: 
 
This pollinator friendly planting scheme proposes planting & managing over 1600 additional native 
trees and shrubs at this site. 
 
If the proposed planting scheme is implemented and managed appropriately, it will within a relatively 
short period of time screen the existing and proposed developments, create a quality ecosystem rich 
in native botanical diversity establishing new wildlife corridors connecting habitats whilst enhancing 
the existing rural character and improving the local visual amenity. 
 
The trees & shrubs will store carbon dioxide, release oxygen and act as a wind break. The tree & shrub 
roots will bind the soil in the constructed soil banks, reduce erosion and regulate water runoff from 
the site. 
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Nature Restoration:  
In 2024 The Nature Restoration Law was legally adopted by all EU member states. The law’s goal is 
to implement nature restoration measures to improve ecosystems across the EU’s land and seas. 
 

Humans depend on healthy ecosystem services for their existence. In recent years the world has 
suffered widespread ecosystem destruction. The European Commission is implementing plans to 
stop biodiversity and ecosystem services loss in the EU. Nature restoration and tighter controls on 
invasive alien species forms part of these plans. The Nature Restoration Law was adopted to halt 
biodiversity loss and ecosystem services loss.  
 
The Nature Restoration Law was legally adopted on the 17th of June 2024. The law’s initial goal is to 
implement nature restoration measures to improve ecosystems across 20% of the EU’s land and 
seas by 2030. Restoring scrub land, forests and wetlands will form part of the nature restoration 
plans.  The obligation on member states to improve ecosystems will rise above 20% after 2030. 

Ireland has also suffered widespread habitat destruction and nature loss over the past 50 years.  
A national restoration plan will have to be submitted by Ireland to the European Commission for 
approval. Ireland has committed to putting a National Restoration Plan in place by 2026. This 
commitment was made in Irelands fourth National Biodiversity Action Plan 2023 to 2030 to 
contribute to the goal of the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 and global restoration targets. 
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Invasive Species:  
Invasive alien species present a treat to our native ecosystems and are required to be controlled 
to avoid further spread. Different legal mechanisms regulate invasive alien species in Ireland. 
 

Invasive non-native species present a treat to native ecosystems and habitats. The European 
Commission has implemented a plan to halt the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services in the 
EU. One of the targets of this plan is tighter controls on invasive alien species.   

THE WILDLIFE (AMENDMENT) ACT 2000 prohibits the possession or introduction of any species of 
wild flora or any part, product or derivative of such wild flora which may be detrimental to native 
species. 

Any person who plants or otherwise causes to grow in a wild state in any place in the State any 
species of flora, or the flowers, roots, seeds or spores of flora otherwise than under and in 
accordance with a licence granted in that behalf by the Minister shall be guilty of an offence. 

In 2011 regulations addressing weaknesses in Irish law implementing the EU Birds and Habitats 
Directives were signed into law. The European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 
2011 contain important new provisions to address the problem of invasive species.   

A blacklist of 76 unwanted species is set out in the ‘Third Schedule’ of the European Communities 
(Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations [S.I.477/2011]. It is an offence to plant, disperse, spread or 
otherwise cause to grow without a licence any plant species (or its hybrids) listed in the ‘Third 
Schedule’ 
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Existing Vegetation: 
Existing plants on this site, on site boundaries and adjacent boundaries include: 
Ash, Blackthorn, Cherry, Elder, Gorse, Holly, Hawthorn, Honeysuckle, Oak and Sycamore.  

 
 

Benefits of Trees: 
 

 Provide screening. 
 

 Clean pollutants form the air we breathe. 
 

 Improve physical and mental well-being. 
 

 Help reduce energy consumption. 
 

 Soften the hard edges. 
 

 Improve water quality. 
 

 Roots reduce soil erosion. 
 
 

Importance of Biodiversity: 
 

 Botanical diversity is a primary indicator of the health of our surroundings.  
 

 We all depend on the ability of nature to replenish and renew itself continually.  
 

 Pollination of the plants which we depend upon to provide us with our food. 
 

 For pollinators to survive they require nutrition from pollen and nectar from flowers.  
 

 Growing more native pollinator plants helps provide sustainable nutrition for our pollinators.  
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Importance of Hedgerows: 
 
Irelands low cover of native woodland cover makes our hedgerows very important for biodiversity and 
carbon sequestration. Native hedgerows and woodlands are a very beneficial part of our rural & urban 
areas. Our hedgerows are of exceptional importance for biodiversity. Increasing the variety of 
hedgerow types in terms of height, width and species mix promotes diversity in flora and fauna.  
Planting and managing native hedgerows and native woodlands will benefit our shared environment 
and our general health and wellbeing. One of the invaluable roles that birds play is the dispersal of 
our native wild plant seeds. One of the invaluable roles that bees play is the pollination of plants that 
we rely on for our existence. Locally grown native trees & shrubs are more resilient than imported 
trees & shrubs. Locally grown native plants are also more beneficial for our environment than 
imported plants. 
 

Benefits of Hedgerows: 
 

 Provide wildlife habitats.  
 

 Provide diversity in flora and fauna. 
 

 Provide food and shelter for pollinators.  
 

 Act as wildlife corridors connecting habitats.  
 

 Provide screening. 
 

 Clean pollutants form the air we breathe. 
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Proposed Planting – Plant Schedule: 
 
 
Plant Amounts, Species & Size at time of planting. 
As denoted on the attached landscaping plan - drawing Ref: 2824-SBLP and as detailed in this 
landscaping specification document - Document Ref: 2824-SBLS 
 
 
   
 

1. Plant and manage a total of 180 native tree & shrub plants to create a new hedgerow along 
the top of the bank on the yard side of the proposed woodland in the northeastern corner of 
the site.  
 

Native Trees & Shrubs. 
Amt / Botanical Name / Common Name / Height cm / Irish Name / Insect Support (approx.) 
10 / Betula pendula / Silver Birch / 40-60 / Beith gheal / 229 
10 / Betula pubescens / Downy birch / 40-60 / Beith chlúmhach / 200+ 
80 / Crataegus monogyna / Hawthorn / 40-60 / Sceach gheal / 149 
40 / Ilex aquifolium / Holly / 40-60 / Crann cuileann / 9 
10 / Malus sylvestris / Native crab apple / 40-60 / Úll Portán / 93 
10 / Prunus padus / Bird cherry / 40-60 / Donnroisc / 60+ 
20 / Sorbus aucuparia / Rowan / 40-60 / Caorthann / 28 
 
 
 
 

2. Plant and manage a total of 800 native tree & shrub plants to create a native woodland in 
the northwestern northern and northeastern corner of the site. 

 
Native Trees & Shrubs. 
Amt / Botanical Name / Common Name / Height cm / Irish Name / Insect Support (approx.) 
50 / Alnus glutinosa / Common Alder / 40-60 / Fearnóg / 100+ 
100 / Betula pubescens / Downy birch / 40-60 / Beith chlúmhach / 200+ 
100 / Betula pendula / Silver Birch / 40-60 / Beith gheal / 229 
100 / Corylus avellana / Hazel / 40-60 / Coll / 73 
50 / Ilex aquifolium / Holly / 40-60 / Crann cuileann / 9 
25 / Malus sylvestris / Native crab apple / 40-60 / Úll Portán / 93 
50 / Pinus sylvestris / Scots Pine / 60-90 / Péine albanach / 28 
25 / Prunus avium / Wild cherry / 40-60 / Crann silín fiáin / 60+ 
25 / Prunus padus / Bird cherry / 40-60 / Donnroisc / 60+ 
100 / Prunus spinosa / Blackthorn / 40-60 / Draighean / 109 
50 / Quercus petraea / Sessile oak / 40-60 / Dair ghaelach / 200+ 
25 / Sambucus nigra / Elder / 40-60 / Tromán / 200+ 
50 / Sorbus aucuparia / Rowan / 40-60 / Caorthann / 28 
50 / Sorbus aria / Whitebeam / 40-60 / Fionncholl / 28 
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3. Plant and manage a total of 9 native trees behind the proposed walls either side of the site 
entrance. 

 
Native Trees & Shrubs. 
Amt / Botanical Name / Common Name / Height cm / Irish Name / Insect Support (approx.) 
9 / Sorbus aucuparia / Rowan / 90-120 / Caorthann / 28 
  
 
 
 

4. Plant and manage pollinator friendly ornamental plants in the two proposed beds either side 
of the site entrance and underplant with pollinator friendly bulbs. 

 
Pollinator Friendly Ornamental Plant Suggestions. 
Amt / Botanical Name / Common Name / Pot size 
3 / Skimmia japonica / Japanese Skimmia / 3L  
3 / Mahonia x media ‘Winter Sun’ / Oregon grape / 3L  
9 / Erica carnea cultivars / Winter Heather / 1.5L  
9 / Verbena bonariensis / Vervain / 2L   
3 / Nepeta x faassenii / Camint / 2L 
3 / Sarcococca hookeriana var. humilis / Sweet Box / 2L 
 
Pollinator Friendly Bulb Suggestions. 
9 / Muscari armeniacum / Grape hyacinth / P9  
9 / Galanthus nivalis / Snowdrop / P9  
9 / Hyacinthoides non-scripta / Bluebell / P9  
  
 
 
 

5. Plant and manage a total of 280 native tree & shrub plants to reinforce the existing 
hedgerows along the inside of the southeastern roadside boundary. 

 
Native Trees & Shrubs. 
Amt / Botanical Name / Common Name / Height cm / Irish Name / Insect Support (approx.) 
20 / Betula pendula / Silver Birch / 40-60 / Beith gheal / 229 
20 / Betula pubescens / Downy birch / 40-60 / Beith chlúmhach / 200+ 
120 / Crataegus monogyna / Hawthorn / 40-60 / Sceach gheal / 149 
50 / Ilex aquifolium / Holly / 40-60 / Crann cuileann / 9 
10 / Malus sylvestris / Native crab apple / 40-60 / Úll Portán / 93 
10 / Prunus padus / Bird cherry / 40-60 / Donnroisc / 60+ 
30 / Prunus spinosa / Blackthorn / 40-60 / Draighean / 109 
10 / Sambucus nigra / Elder / 40-60 / Tromán / 200+ 
10 / Sorbus aucuparia / Rowan / 40-60 / Caorthann / 28 
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6. Plant and manage a total of 260 native tree & shrub plants to create new hedgerows along 
the inside of the southwestern and southeastern boundaries. 
 

Native Trees & Shrubs. 
Amt / Botanical Name / Common Name / Height cm / Irish Name / Insect Support (approx.) 
20 / Betula pendula / Silver Birch / 40-60 / Beith gheal / 229 
20 / Betula pubescens / Downy birch / 40-60 / Beith chlúmhach / 200+ 
100 / Crataegus monogyna / Hawthorn / 40-60 / Sceach gheal / 149 
50 / Ilex aquifolium / Holly / 40-60 / Crann cuileann / 9 
10 / Malus sylvestris / Native crab apple / 40-60 / Úll Portán / 93 
10 / Prunus avium / Wild cherry / 40-60 / Crann silín fiáin / 60+ 
30 / Prunus spinosa / Blackthorn / 40-60 / Draighean / 109 
10 / Sambucus nigra / Elder / 40-60 / Tromán / 200+ 
10 / Sorbus aucuparia / Rowan / 40-60 / Caorthann / 28 
 
 
 
 

7. Plant and manage a total of 130 native tree & shrub plants to create new native hedgerows 
along the outside of the new retaining wall along the southeastern boundary.  

 
Native Trees & Shrubs. 
Amt / Botanical Name / Common Name / Height cm / Irish Name / Insect Support (approx.) 
10 / Betula pendula / Silver Birch / 40-60 / Beith gheal / 229 
10 / Betula pubescens / Downy birch / 40-60 / Beith chlúmhach / 200+ 
50 / Crataegus monogyna / Hawthorn / 40-60 / Sceach gheal / 149 
20 / Ilex aquifolium / Holly / 40-60 / Crann cuileann / 9 
10 / Malus sylvestris / Native crab apple / 40-60 / Úll Portán / 93 
20 / Prunus spinosa / Blackthorn / 40-60 / Draighean / 109 
10 / Sorbus aucuparia / Rowan / 40-60 / Caorthann / 28 
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Plant Spacing: 
 
 
Native Hedgerow Plant Spacing. 
 
1.25 plants per linear metre in double staggered row = 2.5 plants per metre of hedgerow. 
 

 Row spacing: 2 rows spaced 40cm apart.  
 Plant spacing: 80cm apart in the linear row. 
 Plant Row offset: 40cm so the plants are staggered between rows.  
 Mix and distribute the plant species throughout the entirety of the proposed hedgerows. 
 NOTE: Leave at least 1 in every 10 hedgerow plants to mature into trees.  

1 in 10 is leaving 1 tree to mature every 6.25m average in a double row of hedgerow.  
(1 tree every 12.5m per linear row). 

               
 
 
Plant Spacing Diagram (Hedgerows / Shelterbelts / Screen Planting) 
 
 
 
     ROW 1                                                                                                    ---------------ROW 1 ------------------ 

 

                          

 

                          

 

                                                              Offset plants in row 2 by 40cm from plants row 1 

       --------------- ROW 2 ---------                                                                                                       ----ROW 2---- 

 

                                                 

Native Woodlands Plant Spacing. 
 
1 plant per 5m2. 
 

 Row spacing: Rows spaced 500cm apart.  
 Plant spacing: 500cm apart in the linear row. 
 Plant Row offset: 250cm so the plants are staggered between rows.  
 Mix and distribute the plant species throughout the entirety of the proposed tree grove. 
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80cm between plants in the linear row 

80cm between plants in the linear row 
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Sorbus aucuparia Tree Spacing (behind entrance walls). 
 
1 plant per 4.5m 
 

 Plant spacing: 450cm apart in curved rows. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ornamental Pollinator Friendly Plant Spacing (in front of entrance walls). 
 
Varies - as per planting layout design. 
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Topsoil Handling and Management: 
 

 Topsoil should not be worked or handled in waterlogged conditions. 
 

 Topsoil should be stripped and stored in stockpiles located on free draining ground. 
 

 Topsoil stockpiles should not be more than 2.5m high. 
 

 Depth of topsoil for tree & shrub planting is to be a minimum 30cm deep over the subsoil. 
 

 Suitable Drainage should be provided if necessary to prevent waterlogging and flooding.  
 

 Grading of topsoil is to be carried out to ensure a true level & slope & to avoid depressions & 
water pooling.  

 
 Final grading should be done prior to cultivating and seeding. 

 
 

 

Soil Bank Construction:  
 

 Soil banks should be of sound construction and should include suitable subsoil & topsoil 
layers.  

 
 Drainage should be provided where necessary to prevent subsidence.  

 
 Depth of topsoil for tree & shrub planting on soil banks to be a minimum of 30cm deep over 

the subsoil. 
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Timing of Planting, Plant Material and Guidance Notes: 
 
 

 The best time for planting provided that the soil is in a workable condition is any month 
during the eight-month period, beginning in September and ending in April of the following 
year. i.e. – the 8 Months:  September, October, November, December, January, February, 
March, April.  

 
 Bare-rooted plants are only available in the dormant season from Mid-November through to 

March of the following year before new growth begins. (Note: small native tree and shrub 
whips are generally only available in the dormant season as bare rooted plants). 

 
 Planting plants during the above months with an ‘R’ in them is beneficial for their initial 

establishment. Planting during months without an ‘R’ often puts plants under unnecessary 
stress in their first year of life in the ground. i.e.  – the 4 months May, June, July & August 
due to the potential for hot and dry weather. If choosing to plant during the 4 months 
mentioned above, additional maintenance & management such as improving the soil with 
organic matter, mulching with organic matter & regular watering will likely be required to 
aid the plants initial establishment. However, the summer months in 2023 & 2024 had high 
levels of rainfall and potted plants planted during the summer months of 2023 & 2024 
established well taking advantage of the rain and warmth. Good quality soil is essential for 
plant health and development regardless of what time of the year the plants are planted. 

 
 Potted plants are available all year round and can be planted all year round, but typically the 

best time to plant them is during the 4 month period in spring and early summer from 
February to May and during the 4 month period in autumn from August to November. 

 
 Most plants do best in well-drained soil. If drainage is poor improve the soil condition and/or 

choose suitable plants for the soil conditions. (If in doubt consult with a suitably competent 
professional) 

 
 Plants should not be planted in waterlogged soil. 

 
 Where possible the plants specified should be grown in Ireland from Irish collected seed 

sown in Ireland.  
 

 All plants specified should be sourced from a reputable supplier.  
 

 All plant material should be of good quality nursery stock and of specified size. 
 

 The proposed plants should be sourced and ordered in adequate time to get them planted 
into the ground before the growing season begins in April. 

 
 The newly planted plants should be maintained appropriately for the first 3 years after 

planting. (It is vital that the proposed planting scheme is implemented and managed 
appropriately for its development to be successful and for its aims to be achieved). 
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Development, Management and Maintenance: 
 

 
 Plants should be kept moist in their first year after planting until the roots develop 

adequately during their initial growing season. Plants should be watered if necessary. 
 

 Mulch plants with organic matter after initial planting. 
 

 Competing vegetation should be prevented from growing around their base to aid their 
initial establishment.  

 
 Tree guards should be applied to protect plants from vermin & mechanical strimmer’s. etc. 

 
 Stake & support plants as necessary to prevent wind rock which can loosen plant roots. 

 
 A minimum of 10% of proposed hedgerow plants should be selected, marked, and left to 

grow into mature trees flowering & fruiting freely in the hedgerow providing food for 
wildlife, screening, and a wind break. They should NOT be cut or trimmed as a hedge. 
 

 When proposed hedgerows have developed, the trimmed hedgerow under the selected tree 
canopies should be maintained at a minimum height of 1.8m and a minimum width of 1.5m. 
NOTE: At least 1 in every 10 hedgerow plants should be left to mature into trees to 
provide food for wildlife, additional screening, and to act as a wind break.  
1 in 10 is leaving 1 tree to mature every 6.25m average in a double row of hedgerow.  

 
 When the proposed native plants begin to establish, native plants such as brambles, nettles, 

ivy, cow parsley, grasses, knapweed, vetches & clovers etc. should be allowed to establish 
naturally within maturing hedgerows. Native plants such as dog rose, and honeysuckle 
should be added to provide a supplementary source of nectar & pollen for bees and other 
insects. Ivy should also be allowed to grow in proposed hedgerows as it provides food for 
pollinators in autumn and winter. Some gorse can also be allowed to establish naturally 
within the proposed hedgerows as it is another good food source for bees at several times 
throughout the year. Native wild plants such as meadowsweet, purple loosestrife, ragged 
robin, flag iris, Veronica beccabunga and marsh marigold can be introduced and allowed to 
colonise in poorly drained areas, along hedgerow edges or on edges of drainage ditches. 

 
 Leaf litter is an important component of healthy soil. By providing organic matter which 

provides nutrients for beneficial soil organisms such as earthworms, fungi, and bacteria 
decaying leaves help improve the soil structure and its moisture retention capacity. It also 
helps keep weeds at bay. Decomposing leaves benefit the soil and the plants growing in it. 

 
 Dead, damaged, or diseased plants should be replaced if required.  

 
 Allow natural regeneration of native wild plants. Native pollinator friendly plants such as 

woodrush, bluebells, ivy, wood anemone, ferns, dog violet, celandine, grasses & sedges can 
also be introduced and allowed to naturalise on the field layer of any proposed woodland 
areas. Moss and fungi will form naturally on fallen branches and leaf litter at the ground 
layer/forest floor, creating habitats for a variety of important insects and small mammals. 
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Tree Pruning and Hedge Cutting: 
 
 

Roadside hedgerows must be maintained as necessary to ensure that the required sightlines for 
this site are permanently achieved. The National Parks and Wildlife Service recommends that 
hedgerows are trimmed between the 1st of September and the 28th of February where possible. 

 
The cutting, grubbing, burning or other destruction of vegetation growing in any hedge or ditch 
between 1st March and 31st August is prohibited. The prohibition is contained in section 40 of 
the Wildlife Act 1976 as outlined below.  

Maintenance of hedges to be carried out in accordance with SECTION 40 of the WILDLIFE ACT 
1976 as amended by the WILDLIFE (AMENDMENT) ACT 2000 and the HERITAGE ACT 2018 - 
Cutting, burning, or destruction of hedges is restricted during nesting and breeding season 
between the 1st of March and the 31st of August. These restrictions apply not only to private 
land-users but also to local authorities, public bodies and to contractors. It shall be an offence 
for a person to cut, grub, burn or otherwise destroy any vegetation growing in any hedge or 
ditch during the period mentioned above in any year. 

 

The prohibition outlined above does not apply (unless done by burning) in a few circumstances set 
out in the Act. For businesses, landowners, and the general public the most notable of these 
exemptions are: 

 The destruction, in the ordinary course of agriculture or forestry, of any vegetation growing 
on or in any hedge or ditch. In the Act, “agriculture” is defined as including horticulture. 
Since horticulture includes gardening, the summertime trimming of hedges in the ordinary 
course of gardening falls under this exemption. 

 The clearance of vegetation in the course of road or other construction works or in the 
development or preparation of sites on which any building or other structure is intended to 
be provided. 

 The felling, cutting, lopping, trimming or removal of a tree, shrub, hedge, or other 
vegetation pursuant to section 70 of the Roads Act 1993. 

 
NOTE: Tree & shrub branches selected for removal should be pruned and lopped correctly. Proper 
pruning enhances the beauty of almost any tree and shrub in the landscape. Improper pruning can 
damage trees and shrubs. It is better not to prune than to do it incorrectly. Flail hedge cutters can 
damage trees when used inappropriately.  
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Notes: 
 

 
1. This landscaping specification document was prepared and issued to accompany the 

associated landscaping plan drawing - drawing Ref: 2824-SBLP. 
 
 

2. The associated landscaping plan drawing was prepared by Brian Foran from a site layout 
plan drawing as issued by Mahon | Fox Architecture, Iberius HS, Common Quay St, Wexford 
Y35 TYD0. 
 

 
3. Disclaimer - Brian Foran shall have no responsibility for any use made of this document or 

the associated landscaping plan drawings other than for which they were prepared and 
issued. 
 

 
4. Disclaimer - No responsibility for works carried out on site or marking of site boundaries is 

attached to this document or the associated landscaping plan drawings. 
 
 

5. Refer any uncertainties, discrepancies, or queries to the designers for clarification.  
 
 

6. Refer to official land registry mapping for boundaries.  
 
 

7. Do not scale from the attached landscaping plan drawings.  
 
 

8. For costing and implementation guidance of the proposed landscaping, consult with Brian 
Foran. 

 
 

9. E and OE. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  


