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Martina Keenan Rivero

From: Geraldine O'Mahony <Geraldine.OMahony@CorkCoCo.ie>
Sent: Friday 29 November 2024 16:31

To: Martina Keenan Rivero; Cora Savage

Subject: EIAR Consultation - Ardcahan Quarry, Dunmanway, Co. Cork

NOTE: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Ms. Keenan Rivero,

| refer to your email received on 29/11/24 and your request for pre-application consultations and scoping opinion
regarding Ardcahan Quarry, Dunmanway.

| note from your email that it is intended to apply to An Bord Pleandla for Substitute Consent for historical quarrying
and future expansion of the existing quarry. This will include the submission of a remedial EIAR and remedial NIS, in
addition to an EIAR and an NIS, to the Board.

As such, the Board is the consenting authority in this case and not the Planning Authority. Requests for pre-
application consultations and scoping proposals should, therefore, be made to the Board under s. 177E & s.177F of
the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended).

Yours sincerely,

Geraldine O’Mahony
Senior Planner

Gearoidin Ni Mhathuna | Pleanalai Sinsearach | Pleandil agus Forbairt

Combhairle Contae Chorcai | Teach Norton | Béthar Chorcai | An Sciobairin I Co.Chorcai P81 AT28, Eire
T+353 (0)28-40340 | geraldine.omahony@corkcoco.ie | www.corkcoco.ie

Tairseach na gcustaiméiri: www.yourcouncil.ie

Geraldine O'Mahony | Senior Planner | Planning and Development

Cork County Council I Norton House | Cork Road | Skibbereen | Co.Cork P81 AT28, Ireland
T+353(0)28-40340 | geraldine.omahony@corkcoco.ie | www.corkcoco.ie

Customer Portal: www.yourcouncil.ie

www.corkcoco.ie
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From: INFO <Information@tii.ie>

Sent: Monday 2 December 2024 09:19
To: Martina Keenan Rivero
Subject: TII Ref: TI124-129669 - EIAR for continued quarrying operations, Ardcahan Quarry, Dunmanway, Co. Cork

NOTE: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Ms. Keenan Rivero,

Thank you for your correspondence of 29 November 2024 regarding the above. Transport Infrastructure Ireland’s (TII’s) position in relation to your
enquiry is as follows.

TII wishes to advise that it is not in a position to engage directly with planning applicants with respect to proposed developments. Tl will
endeavour to consider and respond to planning applications referred to it, given its status and duties as a statutory consultee under the Planning
Acts. The approach to be adopted by Tl in making such submissions or comments will seek to uphold official policy and guidelines, as outlined in
the Section 28 Ministerial Guidelines ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (DoECLG, 2012) and TII
publications. Regard should also be had to other relevant guidance available at www.Tll.ie.

The issuing of this correspondence is provided as best practice guidance only and does not prejudice TII’s statutory right to make any
observations, requests for further information, objections or appeals, following the examination of any valid planning application referred.

Tl notes the stated intention that the remedial EIAR (rEIAR) to be prepared is for substitute consent application.

With respect to rEIAR Scoping issues, the recommendations indicated below provide only general guidance for the preparation of an EIAR, which
may affect national roads network.

The project promoter should have regard, inter alia, to the following:
Having regard to the EPA’s ‘Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports’ (2022), it is

recommended as appropriate that the national road and light rail networks are recognised as strategic transport assets under “material assets”.
EIAR assessment and mitigation should have regard to the following:

. National Roads: Official policy for development at or near national roads is set out in in the DoECLG’s ‘Spatial Planning and National
Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (2012), available at https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/85b83-planning-guidelines-standards/
3 Tl Publications: In addition, as part of TlI’s responsibilities for managing and improving the Country's national road and light rail

networks, the Authority sets development guidance and standards for traffic and road assessments and construction, which may be
necessary by reason of proposed development location, scale or typology, to be prepared to accompany applications for developments or
works. Technical guidance and standards are contained in Tl Publications, available at https://www.tiipublications.ie/.

In addition, the EIAR should have regard to, inter alia, to the following:
National Road Network:

3 Tl would be specifically concerned as to potential significant impacts the development would have on the national road network (and
junctions with national roads), in the proximity of the proposed development.

. Tl notes that the subject site adjoins the N63, national secondary road. Therefore, there are official policy and road safety considerations
that would need to be resolved in relation to access to national roads as outlined above.

. Consultations should be had with the relevant Local Authority/National Roads Design Office, with regard to the locations of existing and
future national road schemes.

. The EIAR should have regard to any prior Environmental Impact Statement or Assessment Report and all conditions and/or modifications
imposed by An Bord Pleanala regarding road schemes in the area. The developer should, in particular, have regard to any potential

cumulative impacts.

. The EIAR should have regard to the provisions of Chapter 3 of the DoECLG ‘s ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning
Authorities’, in the assessment.

Til Publications:

3 It would be important that, where appropriate, subject to meeting the appropriate thresholds and criteria and having regard to best
practice, a Traffic and Transport Assessment (TTA) be carried out in accordance with relevant guidelines, noting traffic volumes attending



the site and traffic routes to/from the site, with reference to impacts on the national road network and junctions of lower category roads
with national roads. In relation to national roads, TIl’s ‘Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines’ (2014) should be referred to in
relation to proposed development, with potential impacts on the national road network. The scheme promoter is also advised to have
regard to Section 2.2 of TIl's TTA Guidelines, which addresses requirements for sub-threshold TTA.

. The designers are asked to consult TIl Publications to determine whether a Road Safety Audit is required.

TIl environmental assessment guidance:

3 The EIAR should have regard to TIl’s Environmental Assessment and Construction Guidelines, including the ‘Good Practice Guidance for
the Treatment of Noise during the Planning of National Road Schemes’ (National Road Authority (NRA), 2014).
. The EIAR should consider the European Communities ‘(Environmental Noise) Regulations 2018’ (S.l. No. 549 of 2018)) and, in particular,

how the development will affect future action plans by the relevant competent authority. The developer may need to consider the
incorporation of noise barriers to reduce noise impacts (see ‘Good Practice Guidance for the Treatment of Noise during the Planning of
National Road Schemes’ (NRA, 2014)).

Haul routes utilising the national road network:

. Elements of the national road network are operated and managed by a combination of (Public Private Partnerships) PPP Concessions,
Motorway Maintenance and Renewal Contracts (MMaRC) and local road authorities, in association with Tll. In relation to haul route
identification, the applicant/developer should clearly identify haul routes proposed and fully assess the network to be traversed to
ascertain any operational requirements, including delivery timetabling, etc., to ensure that the strategic function of the national road
network is safeguarded.

. Separate structure approvals/permits and other licences and works specific deeds of indemnity may be required in connection with the
proposed haul route, including where temporary modification to the road network may be required. Consultation with all relevant local
authorities, PPP Companies and MMaRC Contractors, may also be required.

. All structures on the haul route should be checked by the applicant/developer to confirm their capacity to accommodate any abnormal
load proposed, including abnormal weight load. Additionally, any damage caused to the pavement on the existing national road arising
from any temporary works due to the turning movement of abnormal loads (e.g. tearing of the surface course, etc.) shall be rectified in
accordance with TIl Pavement Standards and details in this regard shall be agreed with the Road Authority prior to the commencement of
any development on site.

Notwithstanding any of the above, the developer should be aware that this list is non-exhaustive, thus site and development specific issues
should be addressed in accordance with best practice.

| hope that this information is of assistance to you.

Yours sincerely,

Suzanne Cahill
Regulatory & Administration Executive

From: Martina Keenan Rivero <mrivero@mhplanning.ie>
Sent: Friday 29 November 2024 11:26

To: Landuse Planning <LandUsePlanning@tii.ie>

Subject: EIAR Consultation

You don't often get email from mrivero@mbhplanning.ie. Learn why this is important

Dear Sir/Madam,
Please find attached correspondence in connection with:

Pre-application consultation on the preparation of: (1) a Remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report (rEIAR) for quarrying
development that took place between 1990 and 2014, and (2) an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) for continued
quarrying operations.

Location: Ardcahan Quarry, Dunmanway, Co. Cork

To assist the EIAR Team in scoping the extent of information required about the Project and its likely environmental effects, we are
seeking comments from statutory authorities and other stakeholders. Your early input will greatly assist in preparing the EIAR. All



comments should be sent to McCutcheon Halley Planning by COB Friday, 17th January 2025.

Comments or queries can be directed to Martina Keenan Rivero at mrivero@mhplanning.ie or Cora Savage at

Kind regards,
Martina

Martina Keenan Rivero

Associate Director ,. “\ ‘ : [} ; } 3 kS 15 . The Old Scl I+ -
4" Floor, Kreston House, € & House, Barrack Square, 1 foor, The Old Schoolthouse,
McCutcheon Halle ; i
Y Arran Court, Arran Quay, Ballincollig, Cork, Summerhill, Bantry, Co. Cork,

Dublin 7, DOT K271 P31 YX97 P75 VP9sS
Tel: +353 (0)1 804 4477 Tal: 4353 (0)21 420 8710 Tel: 4353 (0)21 420 8710

Mobile: #353 (0)83 142 4156

www.mhplanning.ie NSAI Ceftified

In accordance with TlI's Right to Disconnect policy, if you are receiving this email outside of normal working hours, | do not
expect a response or action outside of your own working hours unless it is clearly noted as requiring urgent attention.

De réir pholasai BIE An Ceart gan a bheith Ceangailte, méa ta an riomhphost seo a fhail agat lasmuigh de na
gnathuaireanta oibre, nilim ag sil le freagra na le gniomh uait lasmuigh de do ghnathuaireanta oibre féin mura bhfuil sé
raite go soiléir go bhfuil ga gniomha go prainneach.

TIl processes personal data provided to it in accordance with its Data Protection Notice available at
https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/

Préisealann BIE sonrai pearsanta a sholathraitear d6 i gcomhréir lena Fhégra ar Chosaint Sonrai ata ar fail ag
https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/?set-lang=ga

TII E-mail system: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error then please notify
postmaster@lfii.ie and delete the original including attachments.

Coéras r-phoist BIE: Ta an riomhphost seo agus aon chomhaid a tharchuirtear leis faoi rin agus beartaithe lena n-Usaid ag
an duine aonair n6 ag an eintiteas a bhfuil siad dirithe chuige/chuici amhain. Mas rud é go bhfuair ti an riomhphost seo tri
bhotun, cuir sin in idil do postmaster@tii.ie, le do thoil, agus scrios an riomhphost bunaidh agus aon cheangaltain.

In accordance with TlI's Right to Disconnect policy, if you are receiving this email outside of normal working hours, | do not
expect a response or action outside of your own working hours unless it is clearly noted as requiring urgent attention.

De réir pholasai BIE An Ceart gan a bheith Ceangailte, méa ta an riomhphost seo 4 thail agat lasmuigh de na
gnathuaireanta oibre, nilim ag stil le freagra na le gniomh uait lasmuigh de do ghnathuaireanta oibre féin mura bhfuil sé
raite go soiléir go bhfuil ga gniomha go prainneach.

TIl processes personal data provided to it in accordance with its Data Protection Notice available at
https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/

Préisealann BIE sonrai pearsanta a sholathraitear d6 i gcomhréir lena Fhégra ar Chosaint Sonrai ata ar fail ag
https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/?set-lang=ga

TII E-mail system: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error then please notify
postmaster@tii.ie and delete the original including attachments.

Céras r-phoist BIE: Té an riomhphost seo agus aon chomhaid a tharchuirtear leis faoi rin agus beartaithe lena n-usaid ag
an duine aonair n6 ag an eintiteas a bhfuil siad dirithe chuige/chuici amhain. Mas rud é go bhfuair ti an riomhphost seo tri
bhotun, cuir sin in idil do postmaster@tii.ie, le do thoil, agus scrios an riomhphost bunaidh agus aon cheangaltain.



Department of the Environment, iralond |iEireann
Climate and Communications

An Roinn Comhshaoil, Geological Survey
Aeriide agus Cumarsdide @ Suirbhéireacht Gheolaiochta

Martina Keenan Rivero / Cora Savage

McCutcheon Halley Planning

4th Floor, Kreston House

Arran Court, Arran Quay

Dublin 7, D07 K271 16 December 2024

Re: rEIAR for quarrying development and EIAR for continued quarrying operations at Ardcahan Quarry, Dunmanway, Co.
Cork

Your Ref: n/a
Our Ref: 24/414

Dear Martina, Cora,

Geological Survey Ireland is the national earth science agency and is a division of the Department of the Environment,
Climate and Communications. We provide independent geological information and interpretation and gather various data for
that purpose. Please see our website for data availability.

With reference to your email received on the 02 December 2024, concerning the consultation for the rEIAR for quarrying
development and EIAR for continued quarrying operations at Ardcahan Quarry, Dunmanway, Co. Cork, we recommend using
our various data sets when conducting the EIAR, SEA, planning and scoping processes for developments, plans and policies.
For more detailed information on how to access this data please access ‘Data and Maps’ Data & Maps (gsi.ie) on our
‘Geoscience for planning’ webpage. Use of our data or maps should be attributed correctly (please refer to each individual
dataset’s metadata for correct attribution).

For specific data available for Environmental Assessment and Planning topics please follow this link [Data by Environmental
Assessment and Planning Topic (gsi.ie)], where you will find our data arranged by environmental assessment topic as
illustrated below:

Land and soils  Climate Change

Soil Groundwater Carbon accounting / Carbon balance

e  Subsoils (Quaternary e Aquifers GW vulnerability, e  Geothermal

Geology) GWPSs (GWPPs) e Carbon capture and storage

o Tellus Geochemistry Surface water Climate change trends

e Geotechnical o  Tellus Geochemistry e National coastal change
Geology Estuarine & marine waters assessment

e Bedrock e  Marine and coastal

e Geophysics Flooding

e Bedrock & Quaternary 3D e GWoClimate

e Karst

Archaeology Built Services Landscape Appearance & Character

e Cherish e Natural resources (Minerals & e  Physiographic units
Underwater Archaeology Aggregates) Historical landscapes

e  Shipwrecks e Active quarries e  Historic mines

Other Relevant Data

Geological Survey Ireland, Block 1, Booterstown Hall, Booterstown, Blackrock, Co Dublin, A94 N2R6
Bloc 1, Halla Bhaile an Bhéthair, Baile an Bhéthair, An Charraig Dhubh, Baile Atha Cliath, A94 N2R6
T 4353 (0)1 6782000  www.gsi.ie Fdiltitear roimh comhfhreagras i nGaeilge



Department of the Environment, Ireland | Eireann
Climate and Communications

An Roinn Comhshaoil, Geological Survey
Aerdide agus Cumarsaide @ Suirbhéireacht Gheolaiochta

Natural (Geo) hazards Natural heritage
e Landslide Susceptibility Mapping| e Geoheritage (County Geological
e  Groundwater flooding Sites)
e Coastal vulnerability e Dimension Stone/Stone Built
e Subsidence Ireland
e Radon

Other Comments

Should development go ahead, all other factors considered, Geological Survey Ireland would much appreciate a copy of
reports detailing any site investigations carried out. The data would be redacted for confidentiality and added to Geological
Survey Ireland’s national database of site investigation boreholes, implemented to provide a better service to the civil
engineering sector. Data can be sent to the Geological Mapping Unit, at mailto:GeologicalMappingInfo@gsi.ie.

If we can be of any further help, please do not hesitate to contact me Clare Glanville, or my colleague Trish Smullen at
GSIPlanning@gsi.ie.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Clare Glanville Trish Smullen

Senior Geologist Geologist

Geoheritage and Planning Programme Geoheritage and Planning Programme
Geological Survey Ireland Geological Survey Ireland

The publicly available data referenced/presented here, should in no way be construed as Geological Survey Ireland support
for or objection to the proposed development or plan. The data are made freely available to all and can be used as
independent scientific data in assessments, plans or policies. It should be noted that in many cases these data are a baseline
or starting point for further site specific assessments.

Geological Survey Ireland, Block 1, Booterstown Hall, Booterstown, Blackrock, Co Dublin, A94 N2R6
Bloc 1, Halla Bhaile an Bhéthair, Baile an Bhéthair, An Charraig Dhubh, Baile Atha Cliath, A94 N2R6
T 4353 (0)1 6782000  www.gsi.ie Fdiltitear roimh comhfhreagras i nGaeilge



From: planning applications <planning.applications@failteireland.ie>

Sent: Tuesday 14 January 2025 16:43

To: Martina Keenan Rivero

Cc: Cora Savage

Subject: rElAR Ardcahan Quarry, Dunmanway, Co. Cork
Attachments: Failte Ireland EIAR Guidelines 2023.pdf

NOTE: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Martina,

Thank you for letter regarding the rEIAR and the EIAR regarding Ardcahan Quarry, Dunmanway, Co.
Cork.

Please see attached a copy of the updated Failte Ireland’s Guidelines (2023) for the Treatment of
Tourism in an EIA, which you may find informative for the preparation of the Environmental Impact
Assessment for the proposed project. The purpose of this report is to provide guidance for those
conducting Environmental Impact Assessment and compiling an Environmental Impact Assessment
Reports (EIAR), or those assessing EIARs, where the project involves tourism or may have an impact
upon tourism. These guidelines are non-statutory and act as supplementary advice to the EPA EIAR
Guidelines outlined in section 2.

Also for your information Failte Ireland has a dedicated mailbox for all planning
notifications/applications and consultations planning.applications@failteireland.ie

By using this email address, it will ensure the information/notifications will go direct to the Manager
of Environment & Planning (Shane Dineen) and the Planning Team and will be reviewed and
responded to in a timely manner by the Manager and the Environment & Planning Team. Please use
this email address for all future planning notifications/applications and consultations.

Regards,
Yvonne

Yvonne Jackson
Product Development-Environment & Planning Support | Failte Ireland

88-95 Amiens Street, Dublin 1, D01 WR86
M +353 (0)86 0357590

Failte
*_) Ireland

LinkedIn | Twitter | YouTube | Facebook




Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or
receiving certain types of file attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to
determine how attachments are handled. Privileged, confidential andor copyright
information may be contained in this E-Mail. This E-Mail is for the use of the intended
addressee. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for
delivering it to the intended addressee, you may not copy, forward, disclose or
otherwise use it or any part of it in any way whatsoever. To do so is prohibited and
may be unlawful. If you receive this E-Mail by mistake, please advise the sender
immediately by using the REPLY facility in your E-Mail software and delete all
associated material immediately.
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1. Introduction

Tourism is a growing sector and substantial part of the Irish Economy. It contributes to both urban
and rural economies in every part of the country. The impact and interaction of tourism with the
environment is complex and the assessment of environmental impacts is of utmost importance to
creating a sustainable tourism economy and protecting the natural resources that are so often a
tourism attraction.

The purpose of this report is to provide guidance for those conducting Environmental Impact
Assessment and compiling an Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR), or those
assessing EIARs, where the project involves tourism or may have an impact upon tourism. These
guidelines are non-statutory and act as supplementary advice to the EPA EIAR Guidelines
outlined in section 2.

This guidance document has been prepared by Failte Ireland to update their EIA guidelines in
line with changes in legislative and guidance requirements.

2. Background to this Document

Tourism is one of the largest and most important sectors of the economy, providing
employment for approximately 260,000 people, an economic contribution of €9.5 billion, and
exchequer revenue of €1.8 billion in 2019, which helps fund other key public services.

In 2019 Ireland welcomed 9.7 million overseas visitors.

Failte Ireland is the National Tourism Development Authority established by the Irish
Government in May 2003. Failte Irelands role is to support the tourism industry and work to
sustain Ireland as a high-quality and competitive tourism destination. They provide a range of
practical business supports to help tourism businesses better manage and market their
products and services.

Failte Ireland also work with other state agencies and representative bodies, at local and
national levels, to implement and champion positive and practical strategies that will benefit
Irish tourism and the Irish economy.

Failte Ireland promotes Ireland as a holiday destination through a domestic marketing
campaign (Discoverlreland.ie) and manage a network of nationwide tourist information centres
that provide help and advice for visitors to Ireland.

Tourism related projects cover a broad range of plans, programmes and developments, from
the Wild Atlantic Way to a single hotel conversion. These guidelines apply to projects involving
or impacting upon tourism. A tourism plan, strategy or programme where it is part of the
statutory plan making process under the Planning and Development Acts (as amended), may
be more appropriately assessed by a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) as
discussed in the next section.

It should be borne in mind that EIA is required where there is anticipated to be a significant
impact on the environment, where tourism projects are of a prescribed type or meet thresholds
identified below.

1|Page



Where Natura 2000 Designated Sites are potentially affected by tourism development
Appropriate Assessment must be carried out by the appropriate authority in accordance with
Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive.

3. Legislation and Statutory Guidance

Environmental Impact Assessment is a procedure that ensures that the environmental
implications of decisions are taken into account before planning based decisions are made.
The assessment results in a report, called an Environmental Impact Assessment Report
(EIAR).

Legislation

These guidelines are produced under current EIAR legislative requirements, having regard to
Directive 2011/92/EU (known as 'Environmental Impact Assessment' — EIA Directive), as
amended by Directive EU 2014/52 which came into effect in May of 2017. These requirements
were transposed into Irish Law on 1 September 2018 as most of the provisions of the
European Union (Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2018 (S.l. No. 296 of 2018) came into effect. The principle of both Directives is to
ensure that plans, programmes and projects likely to have significant effects on the
environment are made subject to an environmental assessment, prior to their approval or
authorisation.

Statutory Guidance

In response to the changes to the EIAR requirements under Directive EU 2014/52, the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) developed Guidelines on the information to be
contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports in May 2022. The Guidelines are a
statutory document to be regarded by those preparing EIARs and the decision makers
considering the EIARs.

Some of the key changes to the EIA Directive introduced by Directive 2014/52/EU are as
follows:

¢ Additional information to be provided in the project description to describe the location
of the project, the technologies and substances used, the construction of the project
and required demolition;

¢ The requirement for consideration of alternatives has changed from a requirement to
provide ‘An outline of the main alternatives studied by the developer and an indication
of the main reasons for this choice, taking into account the environmental effects’ to ‘a
description of the reasonable alternatives studied by the developer, which are relevant
to the project and its specific characteristics, and an indication of the main reasons for
the option chosen, taking into account the effects of the project on the environment’;

¢ A refinement of the environmental factors to be considered in the assessment with an
increased focus on resource efficiency, climate change, biodiversity and disaster
prevention;

e Changes to Prescribed Environmental Factors with ‘Land’ being added, ‘Human
Beings’ replaced by ‘Population & Human Health’ and ‘Flora & Fauna’ replaced by
‘Biodiversity’;

2|Page



e The developer is required to have competent experts to prepare the EIAR and the
Board is required to have access to sufficient expertise to assess the EIAR;

¢ Requirement for the incorporation of mitigation and monitoring measures in consents
and ensuring that developers deliver these measures;

e The requirements for the assessment of cumulative effects with existing and/or
approved projects, taking into account existing environmental issues to be considered;
and

o Reasoned decisions made with regard to the EIA outcomes must be provided.

In addition to the EPA statutory guidance, the Department of Housing has produced
Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanala on carrying out Environmental
Impact Assessment in August 2018.

The process of EIA is set out in the EPA EIAR Guidelines, this document should be read in
conjunction with and used as supplementary guidance to the EPA EIAR Guidelines. The
process for ascertaining whether an EIAR is required is known as ‘screening’ and the process
to determine the breath and scope of an EIAR is known as ‘scoping’. Guidance on this can be
found in Section 3.2 of the EPA Guidelines.

Screening

Through EIA Screening, developments are either considered as requiring an EIAR due to the
project type or because they exceed a threshold level. The screening process begins by
establishing whether the proposal is a ‘project’ as understood by the Directive (as amended).

The prescribed development types and thresholds are set out in Annex | and Il of the EIA Directive
as transposed into Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2010-2018 (as
amended). Development which does not exceed these thresholds but may require an EIAR are
called sub threshold. Sub-Threshold considerations are outlined in Schedule 7 of European Union
(Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018 (S.1. No. 296
of 2018) as transposed from Annex lll of the Directive. The Guidelines on Environmental Impact
Assessment Reports note that projects at first glance may not appear to come under the Schedule
but on closer examination when the process is further examined, they may do so because of the
sensitivity or significance of the receiving environment etc. Sub threshold developments require
an EIAR if they are likely to have significant environmental impacts and must undergo assessment
for likely significant impacts through an EIAR screening report. The contents of a screening report
for subthreshold development are contained in Annex Il of the EIA Directive.
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Figure 1: EIAR Screening Process
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Tourism locations should be identified as sensitive receptors in screening assessments for
particular impacts, depending on scale and sensitivity, as they would in a full EIAR. Section 6
below can act as guidance for Screening Reports as well as for full EIAR.

The screening process for considering where an EIAR is necessary, is summarised above in
Figure 1 (excerpted from Figure 3.2 of the EPA Guidelines).

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a more strategic level of environmental
assessment that examines plans, policies, objectives and programmes specifically rather than
projects. For some tourism developments it may be more appropriate that they be examined
through SEA, while individual projects or specific proposals are likely to be more assessed
through EIAR. If a project is part of a plan, programme or policy/objective assessed by SEA
there may still be a requirement for an EIAR for that development (subject to EIA Screening
assessment).
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EIAR Scoping

Scoping an EIAR is an opportunity to look at the breadth of issues and ensure that any areas
of possible significant impact are assessed. |dentifying sensitivities and stakeholders should
take account of tourism facilities and consider Failte Ireland in scoping requests where
necessary.

4. Assessing Tourism

There is no legal definition of ‘tourism’ in Irish legislation. The UNWTO definition of sustainable
tourism is “Tourism that takes full account of its current and future economic, social and
environmental impacts, addressing the needs of visitors, the industry, the environment and
host communities”. This is widely accepted as a key definition of tourism as we move to a
more sustainable future.

Tourism assessments are frequently carried out by economic consultants and by specific
tourism consultants. It is always advisable, particular for tourism projects, that suitably
qualified and experienced personnel are used to determine the impact of tourism related
projects or to assess the impact of more general proposals on a tourism asset identified in a
particular location. There is a requirement for EIAR under current legislation to contain a
statement of competency within all EIAR documents, including screening and scoping reports.

Projects which involve a tourism element

Tourism projects are wide ranging and diverse. While there are some projects which cater to
tourism and are easily identified as such - Hotels, Museums, etc. there are other projects
where tourism is a key service or element, but which may not be immediately obvious —
walking/cycling/forest trails, greenways, blueways, community facilities and others. EIAR
conducted for developments containing tourist elements should be completed in accordance
with the current guidance from the EPA.

Projects which include a tourism element can have potential for particular environmental
effects which differ from a non-tourism development. These impacts can be intermittent, event
related, inconsistent, dependent on weather, temporal, temporary or seasonal. This is
considered within the prescribed environmental topics for EIAR outlined in Section 7 below.

Projects which may have an impact upon tourism

While tourism projects may be diverse, the projects which can impact tourism are considerably
more wide ranging, from large infrastructural developments to local energy developments.
Disruption to or suppression of a tourist resource or amenity can have very local or more
strategic impacts, directly or indirectly- for example energy projects in a rural area can have
both a negative and positive impact in different regards. There can be temporary, periodic or
even seasonal impacts occurring during construction or operational periods.

According to the Failte Ireland Tourism Facts 2019 Report, the most important factors in
determining the attractiveness of tourism destinations for visitors to Ireland are;

o Beautiful Scenery and Unspoiled Environment
e Hospitality

o Safety

o Nature, Wildlife and Natural Attractions

o History and Culture
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e Pace of Life

These factors used for the promotion of tourism in Ireland are also barometers of sensitivity to
change in tourism sensitive or dominant locations where development may have an impact
upon the tourism asset. The potential for development to impact these sensitivities, and the
environmental criteria under which they can be considered, are identified in section 7 of the
guidelines.

5. Guiding Principles of EIAR

As outlined in the EPA EIAR Guidelines, the fundamental principles to be followed when
preparing an EIAR, including screening and scoping, are:

Anticipating, avoiding and reducing significant effects
Assessing and mitigating effects

Maintaining objectivity

Ensuring clarity and quality

Providing relevant information to decision makers
Facilitating better consultation.

Environmental assessment should be undertaken in accordance with the European Union
(Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018.

6. Consideration of Competency and Qualifications

As per Section 2.5 of the EPA Guidelines, EIAR is required to be completed by ‘competent
experts’.

Contributors to the preparation of environmental impact assessment reports, including
screening and scoping assessments, should be qualified and competent. Sufficient expertise,
in the relevant field of the project concerned, is required for the purpose of its examination by
the competent authorities in order to ensure that the information provided by the developer is
complete and of a high level of quality so that a full and proper assessment can be undertaken.

For tourism related projects, or projects likely to affect tourism assets, competent experts in
the area of tourism should be utilised in the environmental assessment.

The competency of all involved in the production of an EIAR or any related report (e.g.
Screening and scoping) is required to be stated at the beginning of the EIAR report with further
details as necessary in each following chapter.

Where tourism projects involve for example heritage or cultural components, input from
heritage consultants, conservation architects, or historians may be required.

7. EIAR Requirements

The following are the key requirements for an EIAR under the current guidance. This is not a
definitive list and should be read in conjunction with regulations.
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project description;

assessment of alternatives considered;
baseline assessment;

assessment of effects;

cumulative impact;

interaction of impacts;

mitigation & monitoring; and

residual impacts

Project Description

Project descriptions are required to describe the whole project including site, scale, design
and key factors. It is important that the EIAR and design team have a consistent understanding
of the development description in full. The key requirements are outlined in section 3.5 of the
EPA Guidelines however they identify the following;

the location of the project

the physical characteristics of the whole project

the main characteristics of the operational phase of the project

an estimate, by type and quantity, of the expected residues and emissions

The location of the project should include identifying key sensitive receptors (including tourism
receptors). In the operational phase of the project any tourism based, or potentially tourism
related activity, should be identified.

Assessment of Alternatives

The assessment of the various reasonable alternatives is an important requirement of the EIA
process.

Where tourism projects are location dependent the assessment of reasonable alternatives
should consider alternative methods, layouts, technologies and mitigations, detail the key
considerations culminating in the selection of the option/design, the reasoning for these and
the environmental effect of these decisions. This is particularly important for tourism projects
which are often location tied. The EPA EIAR Guidelines indicate that it is generally sufficient
to provide a broad description of each main alternatives and the key issues associated with
each, showing how environmental considerations were taken into account in deciding on the
selected option.

Baseline Assessment

Baseline descriptions are evidence based, current descriptions of environmental
characteristics with consideration of likely changes to the baseline environment evidenced in
planning histories, unimplemented permissions, and applications pending determination.
Baseline assessments should identify any tourism sensitivities in the zone of influence of a
development. This zone of influence of a development is highly dependent on its Context,
Character, Significance, and Sensitivity, as outlined in the EPA EIAR Guidelines. These
characteristics apply to both the development and the environment.

For example, in a tourism context;

The location of sensitive tourism resources that are likely to be directly affected should be
highlighted, and other premises which although located elsewhere, may be the subject of in
combination impacts such as alteration of traffic flows or increased urban development.
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