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Griffith Park - Proposal to Install Café
- with Integrated Public Toilet

' Coilin O'Reilly, Director of Services

W | Comhairle Cathrach
W g | Bhaile Atha Cliath
‘ Dublin City Council
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Background to the Proposal

Pandemic had a considerable impact on the way citizens
work, live and use public space & amenities

Unprecedented requests for assistance from local

businesses, public representatives and residents to
provide public conveniences across the city

Key objective - option that would be cost neutral

Advertised on e-tenders for provision of temporary retail
unit with integrated toilet facilities

Locations were proposed by tenderers

The location of Griffith Park was proposed by The Tram
Cafée

b | Comhairle Cathrach
W Bhaile Atha Cliath
W ' Dublin City Council
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Griffith Park

Griffith Park runs between Glasnevin and Drumcondra,
along the River Tolka

The park has a flower garden, riverside walks and a
playground and extends to 7.5 hectares

There is a broad demographic of park users from the
surrounding area including Drumcondra, Glasnevin and
Finglas

Original location proposed by The Tram Café was in the
North East corner of park — beside gym equipment

Dimensions of the proposed unit are 12.19m long x
2.44m wide x 2.59m high

W moB:mw.:m Cathrach
‘ i Bhaile Atha Cliath
W ' Dubtin City Council
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Choosing the Exact location within the Park

Key Considerations

Proximity to existing businesses - retail unit to be 200m from
existing similar business

Accessibility

Impact on biodiversity

Impacting existing trees/shrubs etc.

Service access — location of trenches to have minimum impact
Avoiding main route through park

High amenity area of the Park just off secondary path
Avoiding/protecting other quieter restful areas of the Park

W noB:E.:m. Cathrach
‘ Bhaile Atha Cliath
‘ ' Dublin City Council
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Preferred Location within Griffith Park

Container will be located 6m in from edge of pathway to ensure compliant gradient for
wheelchair access to the public toilet

Weir -

Playground

W | Comhairle Cathrach
W | Bhaile Atha Cliath
‘ ' Dublin City Council
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Aerial View of Preferred Location

Comhairle Cathrach
Bhaile Atha Cliath
Dublin City Counc
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Access Route for Services
(Rough Alignment — exact route TBC)

PR ASITT BE- A= )L~

Services access

One trench from Walsh
Road side to container
will carry all services
(water, drainage,
electricity)

Minimum impact
avoiding trees and
woodland area.

W | Combhairle Cathrach
b § Bhaile Atha Cliath
‘ Dublin City Council
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Ludovic Beaumont, Dublin Qﬁ< ‘there is one small area where a narrow

T Offi C t service trench of a maximum 120cm widh. .
= Icer — Lomments on can be located while reducing the negative

Protecting Existing Trees & Roots impact on the trees:

Y] Restaurants | R Hotels | (@ Attractions P Parking n by

It will be located approx. 8 m away from
Horsechestnut and 4 m away from Norway
maple. As it is located within the Roots
Protection Areas of the trees, the section in
blue will have to be hand dug or excavated
with an airspade.

Tree protection (fences) will have to be
installed during the work in order to protect
trees from machinery and avoid soil
compaction which kill roots. If this is carried
out, the impact on trees roots will be
reduced.’

One young arbutus tree which was planted
last year to be transplanted

‘ Comhairle Cathrach

. Bhaile Atha Cliath
*Map shows rough alignment - exact route TBC Wy | City Council
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Biodiversity

Lorraine Bull, Dublin City Biodiversity Officer advised that the distance from the
river of 35 metres is adequate to protect otters.

Bat survey was commissioned, the independent bat expert sent the following
preliminary report:

‘The cafe area was very low for bat activity... There should be no consequences
from the cafe and toilets and in fact dependent on the toilet building, it could
provide some roost potential... there are no immediate concerns from the
proposal. If they can avoid lighting, it would be beneficial’

Roy Thompson, District Conservation Officer, National Parks & Wildlife Service

An outline of the proposal was shared and he noted the contents with no
concerns, comments or amendments suggested.

) { Combhairle Cathrach
b { Bhaile Atha Cliath
‘ | Dublin City Council
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« Community Notification was
delivered to 4,900 homes on 3 & 4th

August 2021

« Map from distributor showing area
that was leafleted

« A second drop to 2,100 homes on
the south side of the park is
scheduled to take place on 16" &
17t September

) | Comhairle Cathrach
%/ Bhaile Atha Cliath
W ' Dubiin City Council
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Griffith Park

OVERVIEW OF ORIFFITH
PARK

GrMth Park rons betwaan
Glasnavin and Drumcandra,
slong thae river Tolka. The sha
was orignaily & ianafill unal
Was cavaicpad In 1530

Tha park has a Nowar garden
riverside waiks and a
Daygrouns and axiands w0 7.5
ractaras

Community Notification

r

o,

d

FROFO SED TEMPORARY

M ETALLATION OF PUBLIC
TOILET & COFFEE IHOP AT
ORFFITH PARK

Ta supparnt e neads of park
usars, Dunin City Councl
praposa the tlampcrary
instaliaticn cf & pubiic
convaniancs Integratag with a
coffes shap. Tha preposed
iccation s markes rad an the
Tad DIOW.

LET Ul KNOW WHAT YOU
THINK

Tha Tram Cafd wil provida an
accassibla solat within thair
wnit, similar o tTha unk adbove
t wil 52 open far use by
mambars of tha pubiic curing
park apaning haurs.

Contact us by amal

-= e i Taql]

1at

-~

Combhairle Cathrach
Bhaile Atha Cliath
Dublin City Cour
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Informal face to face
consultations with Park Users

Staff from the Office of City Recovery
visited the park on the dates below
and spoke to 65 park users, all very
supportive of the proposal:

Wednesday 28 July 2021 from
1.30pm to 2.45pm — 13 park users, no
concerns raised

Saturday 315t July 2021 from 11.15 am

to 12.18pm — 23 parks users, no
concerns raised

Monday 16 August 2021 from
9.55am to 11.35am — 29 park users, no
concerns raised — one query raised
about a parking bollard on Eden
Terrace (unrelated to Griffith Park).

) |
X

m‘.o_.q.,_Tu“..ﬁ le Cathrach
Bhaile Atha Cliath
Dublin City Counc
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Emails received in the Office of City Recovery

cityrecovery@dublincity.ie

 |n total 60 emails were
received from 32 individuals

« 21 of the individuals expressed
concerns about the proposal

* 11 individuals were supportive
of the proposal

) | Comhairle Cathrach
‘ Bhaile Atha Cliath
‘ _ucw::mf..n:@.ﬁ.
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Sample Comments Received by email

Positive Comments Sample

‘at my age I can be 'taken short' at
disastrously short notice. The security

of having a toilet nearby while in the
park is priceless.’

‘I would like to welcome and express
thanks for this initiative. | believe it
will be a huge success. I look forward
to it opening and using it.’

‘I believe it will certainly add to our

lovely Drumcondra and to our
beautiful Park.’

‘With three young children | feel it's a
necessity in any recreational area to
provide proper toilets and welcome

the proposal!’

Negative Comments Sample

‘Proper toilets are a good idea but
should be managed by DCC and not a
commercial enterprise.’

‘Taxes that we pay should fund the
need of public toilets.”

‘While | would welcome toilets in the
park, there are plenty of coffee shops
in the area, and | don't believe this
beautiful park needs this facility.”

‘The need for a coffee shop is
questionable and the proposed

location will be an eyesore.’

Comhairle Cathrach
Bhaile Atha Cliath
Dubtlin City Council

)
W
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Timeframe & Next Steps

* Tender awarded and contract in final stages

* Temporary three year contract

* DCC have option to extend by two years

* Unit is fabricated and ready to move on to site

 Wait time for installation of services has slowed
down progress

* Beginning of August contractor applied for services:

a) ESB

b) Irish Water

c) Drainage

d) Road Opening Licence

* Preparatory work will commence when Road
Opening Licence is issued

* lrish Water lead in time — approx. 12 weeks {from
application in early August)

* Anticipated opening date — towards end of October

W Combhairle Cathrach
En Bhaile Atha Cliath
‘ Ucw::QQQ:_-ﬁ,_
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ol 2 Bhaile Atha Cliath
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